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MINUTES
of the meeting of 25 January 2012, from 14.30 to 16.00

Brussels

The meeting opened at 14.30 on Wednesday, 25 January 2012, with Bastiaan Belder (Chair) 
in the chair.

The Chair wished the members of the delegation and others present a Happy New Year.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 471.554)

The agenda was adopted.

2. Approval of minutes of meetings of: 12 July (PE 469.650), 30 August (PE 
469.657), 4 October (PE 469.674), 16 November (PE 471.540) and 29 November 2011 (PE 
471.538)

The minutes were approved.

3. Chair’s announcements

The Chair made the following announcements:

- He drew attention to the continuing uncertainty in the region as a whole, emanating from 
Iran, because of the nuclear threat, from the states which had just held elections (Tunisia, 
Egypt) and from Syria and Libya, which were descending further into chaos by the day.
- Exploratory talks between Palestinian and Israeli delegations had been under way for three 
weeks in Amman with no sign of progress.
- He had been pleased with the quality of the programme of activities in 2011 and invited 
members to offer suggestions for 2012. Several areas were being considered for closer study: 
Israel and the European and Arab media, religion and ultra-orthodox groups in Israel, the 
situation of minorities in Israel, the situation of women, Israel and the Diaspora, the 
environment, etc.
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- There were plans for two working groups to visit Israel in 2012 (the first group during the 
first week of May) and for a meeting with the Knesset in Brussels in October. 

4. Exchange of views with Yuli Edelstein, Israeli Minister of Public Affairs and the 
Diaspora 
The Chair welcomed Yuli Edelstein, Israeli Minister of Public Affairs and the Diaspora, and 
Yacov Hadas, the Israeli Ambassador. He spoke about the previous evening’s moving 
ceremony commemorating the Holocaust. The event had taken place at the European 
Parliament and had been attended by both the new President of the EP and the minister.
He reminded members that the minister had attended the first meeting in 2011 and said he 
was pleased that it had become a tradition.

Mr Edelstein said that the ceremony had indeed been very moving. He pointed out that the 
obligation to remember applied to everyone. Education played a vital part in this respect.
He reviewed the factors for uncertainty and danger in the region as a whole: an agreement, in 
principle, to uphold democracy, but one on which the international community, and the EU in 
particular, would need to keep a close eye.
As regards Iran, Israel was perplexed by the hesitancy in imposing sanctions, given the speed
at which the situation was evolving.
As regards the peace process, he criticised the stance adopted by the Palestinians, who, at the 
exploratory talks under way in Amman, had been insisting on genuine ‘pre-conditions’. He 
admitted to not feeling particularly optimistic. 
Responding to these opening comments, the members all shared the minister’s view.
The rise of religious extremism (ultra-Orthodox groups) was also worrying, despite the 
minister’s efforts to be reassuring by describing the groups concerned as a ‘minority’.

The EEAS representative spoke about the ongoing, open dialogue with the Israeli authorities.

The Chair thanked Mr Edelstein for attending the meeting.

5. Date and place of next meeting
The next meeting would be held in Brussels on 29 February 2012.

The meeting closed at 16.00.
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