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Delegation for relations with Israel
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MINUTES
of the meeting of 29 February 2012, from 15:00 to 16:00
Brussels

The meeting opened at 15:00 on Wednesday, 29 February 2012, with Bastiaan Belder (Chair)
in the chair.

The Chair welcomed the day’s guest, Claudio Pagliara, Middle East correspondent for RAI
TV.
1- Adoption of agenda
The agenda was adopted.
2- Approval of minutes of meeting of 25 January 2012
The minutes were approved.
3- Election of first Vice-Chair of the delegation
The election was postponed to a later date.
4- Chair's announcements
The Chair made the following announcements:
- The next visit by a delegation working group, authorised by the Conference of
Presidents, would take place from 30 April to 3 May 2012.

The group would be composed of six members.

- Peace process: the three weeks of exploratory talks held in Doha between Palestinian
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and Israeli negotiators had not resulted in any progress.
5- Exchange of views with Claudio Pagliara, Middle East correspondent for RAI TV

The Chair introduced the guest, Claudio Pagliara, an Italian journalist who had been RAI
TV’s Middle East correspondent for the last eight years. He had been invited to share his
views on the European media’s coverage of the situation in Israel.

Claudio Pagliara pointed out that journalists in the region were faced with the difficult task of
reporting as objectively as possible on life in a rapidly changing country which was regularly
subject to intense media scrutiny as a result of events linked to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

He drew attention to editorial constraints which varied from country to country and resulted in
the adoption of different approaches, either focusing on the conflict or emphasising the
day-to-day lives of Israelis. He himself, on the basis of the resources available to him, had
opted to make 'scenes from everyday life' the focus of his televised reports. However, he
acknowledged that every choice made was subjective and was systematically analysed to see
how it looked, politically, in the light of the conflict, whether it involved a comment pointing
out that one side or another was acting in bad faith, or even a decision not to look into a
highly sensitive issue, such as Israeli Arabs' place in society or the situation in East Jerusalem.

He also pointed out that European media in the region did not have equal access to resources,
with the German media having the largest presence. Despite this, the two German members
present at the meeting (Alexandra Thein and Jan Albrecht) deplored the politically biased
coverage of events. At the same time, the European media greatly appreciated the diversity,
vitality and freedom of the Israeli media.

Claudio’s answers to questions posed by members (Sari Essayah, Hannu Takkula) were to the
point and not without humour. He was clearly motivated by a desire to give television viewers
an understanding of the richness and diversity of the Israeli population, which, together with
the Israeli authorities, did not consider the Israeli-Palestinian conflict to be at the top of the
list of domestic concerns.

The Chair thanked Claudio Pagliara for his very informative presentation.

6- Next meeting

The next meeting would be held in Brussels on 21 March 2012 at 14:30.

The meeting closed at 16:10.
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