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MINUTES
of the meeting of 18 September 2013, from  11:00 to 12:00

Brussels

The meeting opened at 11:00 on Wednesday, 18 September 2013, with Graham Watson 
(Chair) in the chair.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda (PE 515.428)

The draft agenda was adopted without amendment.

2. Chair's announcements

Sir Graham Watson welcomed all those present, particularly the new member from 
Croatia, Ms Zdravka Busic. He noted that this was the first meeting for several 
months. A meeting had been anticipated on the occasion of the visit to the EP of the 
Speaker of the Lok Sabha, Ms Kumar, who had been scheduled to come to Brussels in 
early July accompanied by six MEPs but that visit was unfortunately cancelled. 
Sir Graham mentioned in particular the following who were present: Ms Kristine De 
Mulder, General Manager of Europalia International; Ms Soumya 
Chandrashekharachari and Ms Devi Gopinath from the Indian embassy; Mr Giuseppe 
Busini from EEAS; Ms Renita Bhaskar from DG Trade; and Mr Kyaw Kyaw Aung 
and Mr Myo Zaw Win from the Myanmar/Burma Parliament, noting that they were
spending four weeks in the European Parliament on the Democracy Fellows 
Programme.
He noted that Mrs Anthea McIntyre had sent her apologies. She had asked 
nevertheless that the issue of discrimination by insurance companies against people 
with HIV be addressed. She had also asked that the delegation devote attention to 
Corporate Social Responsibility in India in its future activities and meetings with 
Indian partners.
Sir Graham also referred to a press release that he had made the previous week on 
capital punishment in India and the trial of the four men for the gang rape and murder 
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of a student in Delhi last December. He underlined the strong opposition of the 
European Parliament and European Union to the death penalty.
He noted that on the previous day the Development Committee had adopted a question 
for oral answer on caste-based discrimination. This was scheduled to be debated in 
plenary, followed by a resolution, during the first October Strasbourg session.
He informed members of a workshop organised by the Trade Committee and Policy 
Department entitled "The long road towards an EU-India Free Trade Agreement" that 
would be taking place on 24 September in the European Parliament in Brussels.
Finally he informed members that the Trade Committee was sending a delegation to 
India in week 44 (w/c 28 October 2013). He would not be able to travel but a place 
was available for a delegation member to accompany this group.
Mrs Mazej Kukovic underlined the importance to small businesses for receiving 
contact information about how to enter the Indian market and asked for these details to 
be made available.

3. Update on EU-India relations by representatives of the European Commission 
and the European External Action Service

Sir Graham then gave the floor to Mr Busini of the EEAS. Mr Busini outlined the  
contacts between High Representative Ashton and Indian Foreign Minister Salman 
Khurshid in recent months. He highlighted the important on-going sectoral meetings, 
including discussions on ICT and counter-piracy. He looked forward to the meeting 
between Messrs Barroso and Van Rompuy and Indian President Pranab Mukherjee at 
in October at Europalia India.
Mr Busini noted that the EU-India human rights dialogue had not taken place on the 
scheduled date of 30 August 2013 and that a new date was being sought. The EU had 
proposed that the next EU-India summit should take place on 29 October 2013 but 
there had been no response to date from the Indian side. India’s response to the EU’s 
proposal for a Common Agenda on Migration and Mobility - which had been sent in 
April - was also awaited.
Finally Mr Busini referred to a statement on 22 June 2013 by High Representative 
Ashton expressing her condolence to the victims of the floods in northern India.
Ms Renita Bhaskar of DG Trade then took the floor. She noted that there had been 
some contacts with India in May and June over the outstanding issues on the FTA and 
there had also been a written exchange between the two sides. It was recognised that 
the “window of opportunity” for reaching an aggreement was narrowing and that both 
sides had to act quickly.
For the EU it was essential that the market access issues should be resolved. These 
included car parts and wine & spirits (although there had been some movement on the 
latter sector). The necessary legislation on the service sectors (particularly insurance) 
also remained to be adopted in the Indian Parliament. The Central Bank of India also 
needed to issue new banking guidelines, although Ms Bhaskar recognised that the new 
governor had stated that it was one of his priorities.
In conclusion Ms Bhaskar stressed that it was now important to have a new round of 
talks at Chief Negotiator level and a suitable date was being sought. In response to Mr 
Newton Dunn and Sir Graham she could not give a definite timetable for the 
conclusion of the FTA negotiations and recognised that there was a risk that the 
window of opportunity would close. She stressed the importance of achieving a 
comprehensive and ambitious agreement that benefited both sides. On the Indian side 
some elements were dependent on legislation but others - such as car parts - fell within 
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the competence of the executive. She underlined that if certain key elements fell into 
place then agreement could be reached very quickly.
In response to Sir Graham, Mr Busini recognised that the most recent human rights 
dialogue had taken place in March 2012 and since then there had been six or seven 
postponements. The EU regretted that the dialogue had not taken place on 30 August 
2013. He stressed that this dialogue was a two way process and the EU was very 
prepared to review the modalities of the event, with a possible role for EU Human 
Rights Special Representative Stavros Lambrinidis. Finally Mr Busini underlined that 
High Representative Ashton regularly raised human rights issues in her meetings with 
Foreign Minister Khurshid. 

4. Update on preparations for Europalia India (4 October 2013 - 26 January 2014)

Sir Graham then gave the floor to Ms Kristine De Mulder, General Manager of 
Europalia India. Ms de Mulder gave a short update on the preparations for the
programme, which would be starting in Brussels on 4 October 2013 and running until 
26 January 2014. She noted that details of the programme had been distributed to 
members but they included over 500 events, including theatre, dance, music films and 
conferences. Referring in particular to the exhibition “The Body in Indian Art”, she 
underlined that one of the key aims of Europalia was to make Indian art and culture 
more comprehensible to Europeans. Although the programme was centred on 
Belgium, Ms De Mulder stressed that there was a great deal of interest from people in 
neighbouring countries.
Sir Graham thanked Ms De Mulder, noting that Europalia provided an excellent 
means of using culture and art to bring people together. Ms Chandrashekharachari 
underlined the support of the Indian embassy for the event and stressed that Europalia 
could lead to a better understanding in Europe of India’s pluralistic culture. 

5. Any other business

Sir Graham noted that the report of the delegation visit to India in late April/early May 
2013 was in the dossier and asked for any comments to be made directly to the 
secretariat.
He informed members that planning was underway for the programme of Delegation 
activity in 2014.  There was a possibility for external travel in the week of 24 March 
2014 which was the only pre-election "green week".  He noted that the EU Delegation 
in New Delhi had been contacted about the possibility of travelling at that time. They
had stressed that this period would probably coincide with the Indian elections which 
would be spread over two months. They had noted that this was a period when 
everything was in a state of flux and there was likely to be uncertainty over meetings 
with politicians. He asked members for comments in order to ascertain whether there 
was interest in travelling at that time. He noted too that the alternative was for the EP 
delegation to travel after the European and Indian elections in the week of 27 October 
2014 (week 44).
Mr Newton Dunn expressed great interest in travelling to India during the election 
period. 
Sir Graham asked the secretariat to consult with the political groups about the level of 
interest in travelling in March.
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6. Date and place of the next meeting

Sir Graham told members that they would be informed as soon as possible about the 
date of the next meeting.

The meeting closed at 12:00.
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