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MINUTES
of the meeting of 30 September 2009, from 10.00 to 10.45

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 10.00 on Wednesday, 30 September 2009, with Mr Leinen in the 
chair.

1. Opening of meeting chaired by the member provisionally holding the chair

Mr LEINEN opened the meeting and reminded members that the purpose was to constitute 
the Bureau of the delegation for relations with India by the election of the Chair and the two 
Vice Chairs.

The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Election of Chairman

Mr LEINEN asked for candidates to be the Chair of the delegation. Mr MANDERS proposed 
Mr WATSON. Mr WATSON confirmed that he had completed the declaration of financial 
interests. 

There were no other candidates and Mr WATSON was elected by acclamation.

3. Election of Vice-Chairmen

Mr WATSON called for separate and successive nominations for the post of first and second 
vice chair.

Mr HOARAU proposed Mr PAFILIS. It was noted that Mr PAFILIS could not be present but 
that he had sent his consent to be nominated in writing. In response to Mr TANNOCK it was 
noted that Mr PAFILIS had completed his financial declaration.

Mr PAFILIS was elected by acclamation
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Mrs DEL CASTILLO proposed Mrs KOLARSKA-BOBINSKA as Second Vice Chair. She 
was elected by acclamation and noted that she had completed her declaration of financial 
interests.

4. Approval of draft programme of activities for the second semester 2009

Mr WATSON noted that no interparliamentary meetings with the Indian partners were 
scheduled for the remainder of the year. Members would be consulted on their proposals for 
activity in 2010. 

Mr LEINEN wanted to look at the issue of climate change and - if possible - discuss this 
matter with the Indian embassy.

Mr MANDERS stressed the importance of the water issue.

Mrs LAMBERT fully supported these proposals.

Mr WATSON noted that the Foundation Vicente Ferrer, which aims to protect and promote 
the rights of minorities in India and to support the eradication of extreme poverty, had been 
nominated for the Sakharov Prize.

5. Date and place of the next meeting

Mr WATSON informed members that they would be informed shortly of the date and time of 
the next delegation meeting. The Indian Ambassador and the Commission would be invited to 
address this meeting.

The meeting closed at 10.45.
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