EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Delegation for relations with India

D-IN_PV(2010)0120

MINUTES
of the meeting of 20 January 2010, from 16:15 to 17:15
STRASBOURG

The meeting opened at 16:15 on Wednesday, 20 January 2010, with Graham Watson (Chair)
in the chair.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda (PE 432.714)

The agenda was adopted without amendments.

2. Adoption of the draft minutes of the meeting of 10 November 2009
(PE 431.831)

The minutes were adopted without amendment.

3. Chairman's announcements (Approval of 1st Vice-Chair)

Mr WATSON announced that Mr. Charalampos ANGOURAKIS had been nominated
to replace Mr. PAFILIS as First Vice Chair of the delegation. Mr. PAFILIS had been
elected to the Greek Parliament at the national elections in the autumn of 2009.

Members agreed by acclamation to the confirmation of Mr ANGOURAKIS as First
Vice Chair and he took his seat on the podium.

Mr WATSON thanked the Indian Ambassador Dr. BHAGWATT for hosting a lunch.
The Ambassador had been unable to attend the delegation meeting because of other
commitments

4. Programme of activity of Delegation in 2010

Mr WATSON stated that planning a programme of activities in 2010 for the Delegation
had been complicated by the fact that the calendar of the sittings of the Lok Sabha, the
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Lower House of the Indian Parliament, was not confirmed until a late date. It also did
not necessarily coincide with the calendar of the European Parliament.

He stated that it had not yet been possible to confirm a suitable date for the Bureau visit
because of the incompatibility over calendars. It would, however, be desirable to travel
when the Lok Sabha was likely to be in session in mid March. Work was continuing on
this.

The outgoing full Delegation to India would have to take place during the periods when
the Lok Sabha was definitely in session. Mr WATSON stated that this would almost
certainly be from mid April until the end of May. He had therefore asked Ambassador
Bhagwati at the lunch whether it would be convenient to visit in the week of 26 April
2010 (Week 17) and the Ambassador had replied that it would indeed be possible.

Mr WATSON also noted that Baroness Ashton would also be visiting India at the end
of April. The Delegation would be allowed to send up to 15 members plus the Chair in
the course of 2010.

The initial dates proposed for an incoming India delegation were in week 40 (6 to 10
October 2010) with a possible additional visit to the South West of England or
Gibraltar. This would be discussed in due course with the Ambassador.

Mr WATSON noted that the Lok Sabha currently had no permanent delegation for
relations with the European Parliament, although it had friendship groups for individual
countries in Europe. Political parties in the Lok Sabha had been invited to send in
nominations for the Friendship Group with the European Parliament - i.e. the equivalent
of the counterpart of the EP Delegation. This list would be consolidated and sent to the
Speaker for it to be formally consolidated.

He also noted that, under Indian parliamentary practices, Friendship Groups did not
visit foreign countries as groups. However members from Friendship Groups were
included in Delegations headed by the Speaker on visits abroad.

The Commission had also raised the issue of the Friendship Group during its meetings
with the Indian side.

Ms TICAU stated that, although the Delegation had been asked to have a better and
stronger dialogue through more interaction with the Indian side; it had unfortunately not
proven to be possible. She thought that the end of April would be a suitable time to
organise a visit. Information technology, renewable energy and climate change should
be the main priorities. As the Copenhagen Summit had not delivered the desired results,
it was necessary to try to reach a post-Kyoto agreement in which India should play an
important role. She proposed a Delegation meeting to follow up the negotiations that
would start in the following week on the renewal of the EU-India agreement. The
follow-up meeting should include representatives from the Commission and the Indian
authorities. She stressed that the relations between the EU and India would bring
benefits to both sides.

Mr LEINEN stated that it was a pity that India had not visited the European Parliament
for the past five years and hoped that this visit could take place as soon as possible
because the European Parliament had drawn great benefits from the last visit. He
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proposed a visit to other cities besides Delhi.

Mr VAN DALEN asked if it was possible to schedule the visit in Week 21 because in
Week 17 there would be committee meetings. As the relations with India became more
intensive, he suggested having two visits in 2010 to cover human rights issues including
religion freedom, and also specific topics including water policy.

Mr WATSON replied that Week 21 was difficult because the Lok Sabha would
probably not be in session and the Delegation would like to talk to the Indian
parliamentarians

Mr ALVARO agreed that visits outside Delhi should be requested and underlined that
the Delegation could learn a great from the environmental perspective. He added that
they should also visit rural areas where traditional practices still prevailed. He would
also like to learn how India managed to avoid the most significant impacts of the global
financial crisis.

Mr MANN agreed that an incoming visit of the Lok Sabha would be of benefit. He
underlined the need for the two sides to cooperate on the environmental issue. The EU
should not disregard the principle of intellectual property rights. India was expecting to
have a sustainable partnership with the EU and the delegation therefore needed to build
up confidence and deliver a positive signal to India by visiting some other economic
centres besides Delhi.

Ms FERREIRA suggested concentrating on three topics: i.e. environmental protection
with sustainable economic growth; the conditions for free trade including the Doha
Round, foreign direct investment, and the protection of patent rights; and thirdly the
financial issue including the insurance and banking sectors.

Ms. DELLI reminded members that 2010 was the year of fighting against poverty and
social exclusion. Poverty still existed in many parts of India. The European Parliament
needed to continue promoting renewable and stable energy to India following the failure
of the Copenhagen Summit. She noted that a major part of the Indian economy was still
based very much on manual labour. She underlined the importance of promoting
exchanges and knowledge. She also mentioned that there were 5000 suicides occurring
per month in rural communities in India.

Mr SALVINI believed that it would be interesting to study the democratic
decentralisation process and new forms of autonomy in the Indian regions in detail as a
lot of European countries were in very similar situations.

Mr TANNOCK strongly agreed with the proposal of spending time outside Delhi as
India was a vast country. He would be in favour of visiting Bangalore and to see its IT
and software industries. The EP should view India as a force for stability in South Asia
and a partner in the fight against global terrorism. India had an important role of
stabilising, democratising and modernising the South Asia region due to its relations
with highly unstable neighbours, ranging from Nepal to Pakistan and Afghanistan.

Ms KOLARSKA-BOBINSKA categorised the discussion into four topics. The first one
was climate issues, including water and renewable energy. The second one was social
issues, including poverty and marginalisation. The third one was foreign policy. The
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fourth one was economics and trade. She also agreed with the proposal to view what
was happening on the ground.

Mr WATSON added that the Ambassador would be interested in learning about
European experience, notably. the construction of the EU. He suggested discussing the
respective constitutional structures or constitutional functioning of India and of the
European Union because the two sides had very different historical origins but
nevertheless had many challenges in common. The discussion should cover as much as
possible. He hoped to raise these issues during the Bureau visit in mid March.

Any other business

Mr WATSON referred to a human rights case in which Professor Singh-Bhullar, a Sikh
activist, had been condemned to death for conspiracy and was currently on death row.

The Chair also asked if any member was willing to host an exhibition on the life
Gandhi. Ms. FERREIRA offered her sponsorship.

Ms. DELLI introduced a Gandhian, PV Rajagopal who was currently organising a
march for rural people in order to raise the awareness of the government towards
poverty. In the last march about 20,000 rural people went on march. She asked members
who would come across India to take part in the march.

Time and date of the next meeting

The next meeting is scheduled to take place in Strasbourg on Thursday 11 March at
1000hrs.

The meeting closed at 17:15.
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