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Force Protection Assessment

Camp Liberty – 18 March 2013

1.  Background:  

a. The Mojahedin e-Khalq (MeK) was founded in the 1960’s opposed to the 
Shah.  After the Iranian Revolution of 1979, the MeK became opposed to Ayatollah 
Khomeini’s fundamentalist government.  In 1986, in agreement with the Iraqi 
government, the MeK stationed its own military force on several bases throughout Iraq.  
In the late 1990’s, this organization had been designated by the U.S. State Department 
as a Foreign Terrorist Organization (FTO).  Following the coalition invasion of Iraq in 
2003, the MeK members still remaining in Iraq surrendered their weapons and signed a 
cease-fire agreement with the United States Army.    

b. On the part of the MeK, it was agreed that members who wished to remain in 
the organization would consolidate from their multiple bases to Camp Ashraf, located 
80 kilometers northeast of Baghdad.  To distance themselves from the terrorist 
designation, and upon recommendation of the United States military, residents of 
Ashraf signed individual letters renouncing terrorism.  In return, the American military 
granted each person Protected Person Status under the 4th Geneva Convention.

b. From 2003 to 2009 a professional working relationship existed between the 
Ashraf residents and the American military.  A mutual respect developed and several 
American military officers started re-evaluating State Department-distributed 
information and these officers conducted their own research about the MeK.  They 
came to the conclusion that this group did not meet the criteria of being a terrorist 
organization, especially under the Congressional mandate established in 2004.  They 
also came to recognize that much of the misinformation about the MeK had been 
generated by the Iranian Ministry of Intelligence (MOIS).  

c. Without warning to the residents, in 2009 the U.S. State Department revoked 
the Protected Person Status.  Security responsibility for Ashraf was then turned over to 
the Pro-Iranian Iraqi government.  Assurances were made by the State Department to 
the Ashraf residents they would be properly treated by Iraqi military forces.  Almost 
immediately loudspeakers were brought to the perimeter of Camp Ashraf and a round-
the-clock PsyOp campaign operated by Iraqi and Iranian forces commenced.  Also in 
2009 and later in 2011, Iraqi forces attacked Camp Ashraf resulting in 47 residents 
killed and hundreds wounded.         

d. Determined to maintain the FTO listing, the U.S. State Department ignored 
the July 2010 D.C. Court of Appeals ruling that due process of this designation must be 
administered.  Brought back before the D.C. Court of Appeals in April of 2012, the 
State Department’s weak defense resulted in being ordered to conduct due process or 
the Court of Appeals would remove the designation at the end of the fiscal year.  When 
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the ruling was published on the 1st of June, State Department’s immediate complaint 
was the D.C. Court of Appeals only allowed four months to comply.  That very 
compliant revealed that for two years State Department had no intent to fulfill the 
requirements of the 2010 ruling, despite assurances to Congress from Secretary 
Clinton and her other members of staff that the Department was “working very 
aggressively” to comply.  Never ready to back down from a wrong cause or previous 
mistake, State Department bureaucrats announced the condition that transfer of the 
residents from Camp Ashraf to Camp Liberty must be complete before the designation 
would be lifted.   Located between Baghdad and Baghdad International Airport, Camp 
Liberty was built by the Americans to serve as Multinational Division Baghdad base of 
operations.  Ninety-nine percent of the structures on this compound are metal trailers 
made and brought in from Jordan and Kuwait. 

e. The relocation process was already going, but stalled as the Iraqi government 
continued to deny the residents their basic rights including preventing the residents to 
take with them much needed properties.  This situation was made even worse when 
State Department Ambassador Dan Benjamin blurted out unfounded responses to 
Congressman Poe’s questions during Congressional Hearings in April of 2012.  Trying 
to justify maintaining the MeK on the FTO list, after having to admit to Congressman 
Poe that as the Chief of State Department’s Counterterrorism Office he had no current 
evidence of MeK conducting terrorism operations, Ambassador Benjamin stated Ashraf 
must be emptied before the designation would be lifted.  To support this new criterion, 
Ambassador Benjamin then stated Camp Ashraf had never been searched for 
weapons.  This out-of-the-air statement was later presented as evidence by Robert 
Loeb, serving as State Department’s legal representative at the D.C. Court of Appeals 
hearing.  This claim was shot down when three American officers who individually 
served as Ashraf base commanders verified that they had conducted the searches and 
had photographs to prove it.  As Dan Benjamin’s desperate grasp of an excuse 
collapsed and all but one hundred residents relocated to Liberty, at the end of 
September 2012 the MeK was delisted as a foreign terrorist organization.  Of special 
note, to this day these remaining one hundred residents still control the area Dan 
Benjamin claimed to need a search before the delisting could occur.  While still 
identifying the pro-American MeK as a terrorist organization, Chief of State 
Department’s Counterterrorism Office Dan Benjamin was caught off-guard by the 
undetected meltdown in Libya. Ironically, throughout the summer of 2012, the author of 
this document had stated during numerous radio interviews and public forums that Al 
Qaeda terror operatives previously run out of Libya by Gaddafi were back and building 
their networks.  On September 11, 2012, one week after Britain pulled out its embassy 
staff, the attack on the American Embassy in Benghazi left one U.S. Ambassador and 
three other Americans dead.  Dan Benjamin has since quietly retired from the State 
Department.

f. At the very beginning of the relocation process, two personalities emerged: 
United Nations Ambassador Martin Kobler and U.S. State Department Ambassador 
Dan Fried.  Later a third personality would surface, German Ambassador Brita 
Wagoner, who is also Frau Martin Kobler.  Supported by Dan Fried, Martin Kobler 
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became the front man for the relocation plan.  Herr Kobler continually provided false 
information to the international community claiming that Camp Liberty achieved minimal 
humanitarian standards.   Residents were assured Camp Liberty was in good condition 
and would be an excellent place to move to, pending individual resettlement of all the 
residents to other countries.  Residents were assured by Martin Kobler their time at 
Liberty would be short, as they would be resettled very quickly.  Residents were also 
assured that Camp Liberty would be safe and secure.  Safety and security were Herr 
Kobler’s prime false arguments.  Exposed later was UNAMI’s written assessment that 
Camp Liberty could not be validated for all the things Ambassador Kobler was claiming.   

g. Residents were also provided by Martin Kobler photographs showing 
outstanding living quarters.  Supporting Ambassador Kobler, Ambassador Dan Fried 
assured the residents that U.S. State Department Baghdad Embassy Staff would 
maintain a “very robust presence” to ensure proper treatment of the residents.  The end 
result was 3,100 residents compacted into an area less than one-half square mile.  The 
camp proved to be very substandard and nothing like what was shown in the 
photographs.  Later, a member of Ambassador Kobler’s staff revealed that the 
Ambassador intentionally mislead the residents.  The staff member, Tahar Boumedra, 
has further stated photographs that depicted true conditions of the camp were 
intentionally kept from the residents by Herr Kobler. 

h. Now located inside Camp Liberty, life for these 3,100 has been made as 
difficult as possible by Iraqi forces.  The three senior Iraqi officers: Colonel Sadeq, 
Major Ahmed, and Captain Haider were directly involved in the 2009 and 2011 
massacres on Camp Ashraf.  These three officers have been determined to make 
everything a struggle for the residents, to include obtaining water, obtaining food, 
forcing residents to live with the spillage of broken sewage tanks, denying access to 
proper medical treatment, and impeding every other attempt the residents try to 
achieve in creating a humane environment.   Meanwhile, representatives of the United 
Nations and the U.S. State Department have accomplished little to improve these 
conditions.  Between the period of November 1st, 2012 and March 12th, 2013, U.S. 
Baghdad Embassy staff has only entered the residential living area three times.  
Meanwhile, the actions of United Nations Ambassador Martin Kobler have revealed him 
to be the unofficial Minister of International Propaganda for Iraqi Prime Minister Nouri al-
Maliki.  These actions are now being replicated by German Ambassador Frau Kobler.          

i. Set against the aforementioned environment and history, at 5:45 a.m., Feb 9th, 
2013 an attack of 40 mini Katyusha rockets was launched against the residents of 
Camp Liberty.  The current result is eight dead and over a hundred wounded.  Death 
count is subject to increasing, pending survival of some of the critically wounded.  The 
immediate response of U.N. Ambassador Kobler was to misidentify this as an explosion 
caused by a mortar round, possibly already within the ground of the camp.  Further 
worsening the future situation is both Ambassador Kobler and German Ambassador 
Frau Kobler expressing support and trust of the Maliki government to conduct a 
thorough investigation.  A very weak press release was dispatched by U.S. State 
Department spokesperson Victoria Nuland.  Ms. Nuland condemned the attack and 
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also expressed trust in the Maliki government to conduct an investigation.  When 
organization identified as Iraqi Hezbollah claimed credit for the attack, the Koblers and 
U.S. State Department jumped on this as vindication of the Government of Iraq.

    

j. Bottom line is very simple.  Militias do not drive around Iraq with scores of 
Katyusha rockets.  The attack lasted 15 minutes.  The techniques, tactics, and 
procedures (TPPs) for a terrorist organization is to fire two to three rounds then quickly 
depart the launch site.  The accuracy of the first rocket followed by all subsequent 
rockets make it very clear this was a professional operation.  The rockets came in from 
the northwest.  Dependent on where one is located in Camp Liberty, Communications 
Hill is primarily north-west and west of the camp.  This high elevation was constructed 
from the ground dug out of the Aw-Faw Palace complex of lakes.  By both Saddam and 
American forces, the hill was used for communications antennas and signal equipment.  
How far away the rocket launchers were located will never be revealed.  To maintain 
sustained fire on Camp Liberty there is no doubt a forward observer was posted on top 
of the hill or on the military crest to radio back necessary adjustments of fire to the 
launch site.  Because of the initial accuracy, at most this adjustment of fire was 
dedicated to raking the area.

k. Due to the behavior of the husband and wife Kobler team and the U.S. State 
Department, the risk of another attack is very high.  This risk evaluation is even 
validated by the Koblers and State Department’s Baghdad Embassy representatives 
who have continually declined to enter Camp Liberty since the rocket attack.  Their 
reason of refusal is always the same:  Camp Liberty is too dangerous to enter.  This 
leaves the residents with one question: “If the camp is too dangerous for U.N. and U.S. 
State Department personnel to enter, then why should we be forced to stay here.”  The 
overwhelming desire of the Liberty residents is now to return to Camp Ashraf.  Despite 
the other hazards, Ashraf has proven itself to be reasonably safe from rocket attacks.  
Between 1986 and 2009, Ashraf endured 21 rocket attacks.  During those 23 years, 
only one resident died from a rocket attack.                      

l. At Camp Liberty, residents are currently trying hard to develop a more secure 
environment.  Unfortunately, the same three Iraqi officers mentioned before have 
prevented the residents from purchasing sandbags and from receiving their helmets 
and protective vests from Ashraf.  The only items being allowed entry are cement 
bunkers.  In supporting the residents’ effort, this Force Protection Assessment is 
provided.   

2.  Methodology of this assessment uses the same exact process used by the Coalition 
Forces Antiterrorism/Force Protection team.  Thoroughly tested and proven scores of 
times in Iraq, this methodology consists of identifying in progressive order:  (a) target, 
(b) source of threat, (c) means of attack, (d) vulnerabilities, (e) consequences, (f) risk, 
(g) recommended mitigating actions, (h) adjusted risk, and (i) recommended courses of 
action. 
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a. Target:

(1)  The principle target is the residents.  The United States has turned 
over to the pro-Iranian Maliki government the former military arm of the Iranian 
resistance.  Every two years since there has been a murderous attack on these people.  
Direct kills of the three attacks now stand at 55.  Wounded is well into the several 
hundred.  Each time these attacks have occurred, U.S. State Department has 
downplayed the event.  Joined by the Koblers, State Department is now attempting to 
claim “There is no evidence that the Iraqi government was involved.”  These actions 
only help to encourage further attacks.  

(2)  Secondary target is the life-support infrastructure. Damage to 
blackwater tanks, generators, and other life-support systems is very effective in making 
life of the residents more intolerable.  Finances spent by MeK to repair and replace this 
equipment redirects money away from the Iranian resistance movement.  This is 
especially even more true when the residents have to pay much higher prices for their 
purchases and then the three Iraqi officers either prevent or impede entry of that 
equipment into the camp.      

b. Sources of Threat (in descending order):

(1) Iraqi military:  As evidenced in the 2009 and 2011 attacks at Ashraf, 
the primary threat against the residents is the Iraqi military.  47 people were killed in 
the Ashraf attacks, and the video footage leaves no doubt as to who were firing the 
weapons and driving the vehicles that killed the residents.  The Iraqi government has 
since learned not to be seen conducting the attacks. 

(2)  Iranian military:  The Iranian government is always a threat to the 
MeK.  The specific arm of the Iranian military always available to launch an attack 
against the residents is the Iranian Qods force.  This is the same organization that 
plotted to kill the Saudi Arabian ambassador in a New York City restaurant full of 
American civilians.  To date, U.S. State Department has not developed a response to 
this plot, other than to suggest the possibility for “increased diplomatic isolation.” 

(3)  Iraqi Hezbollah:  Following the rocket attack on Camp Liberty, an 
organization called the Iraqi Hezbollah, attempted to claim responsibility for this attack.  
Even in Iraq, militias do not drive around the country with scores of Katyusha rockets 
and launching pads.  This is a front organization.  It cannot succeed without the support 
of Nouri al-Maliki and the military/police forces he keeps directly under his control.  
This organization has publicly pledged its loyalty to Ayatollah Khamenei.  It has also 
announced its intent to do everything possible to support and keep al-Maliki in power.   
Concerning this rocket attack, Iraqi Hezbollah achieved its purpose by claiming credit 
for what it could not have accomplished by itself and getting negative international 
attention away from al-Maliki.  As shown in events following the Feb 2013 attack, once 
the announcement is made, like in a field and track meet, the Koblers and U.S. State 
Department receive the pass and start running with the “Protect Nouri al-Maliki at all 
costs of the truth baton.”               
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(4) Badr Corps:  The militia arm of the Supreme Islamic Defense Council 
(SIDIC), formerly the Supreme Council of Islamic Revolution (SCIRI), has no present 
interest in the MeK.  In 2006, per the request of the Iranian government, Badr Corps did 
contract the Al Qaeda to blow up the pipes supplying water from the Tigris River to 
Ashraf.  Now, the Iranian government does not need to work through Ammar Al-Hakim 
to do these attacks.  As proven in 2009 and 2011, it can be done much more efficiently 
through Prime Minister al-Maliki and the Iraqi military.    

(5) Mahdi Army:  Likewise Moqtada Sadr’s military arm has no current 
interest in the MeK.  Like al-Hakim, Moqtada has distanced himself from al-Maliki.  
Najaf and Karbala have become the Shia’s Mecca.  Moqtada is more interested in 
growing his power base than fighting someone else’s battles.  Of additional note, even 
though Moqtada’s Mahdi Army has killed several hundred American in Iraq and still 
fulfills all three Congressional mandated criteria to be designated an FTO, to this date 
it remains off the U.S. State Department list.           

(6)  Al Qaeda is not a threat.  Once having consolidated Sunni resistance 
to the Shia controlled Iraqi government and American forces in Iraq, its power base was 
severely weakened by the American surge and cooperation with/among Sunni tribes.  
Al Qaeda is not going to be moving around the country with Katyusha rockets and 
platforms.  It has no intention to attack the residents of Liberty.  

(7) The reality is future attacks will continue to be a conducted through 
cooperation of the Iraqi and Iranian governments.  Meanwhile, Iraqi Hezbollah will 
continue to operate as a front organization.               

c. Means of Threat (in descending order):

(1) Rocket attack: On Feb 9th, 2013 this proved to be effective.  No video 
footage recorded the perpetrators of the attack.  A front organization stepped forward to 
remove attention from the pro-Iranian Maliki government.  This same front organization 
has already stepped forward claiming its intent to conduct further attacks.  The Koblers 
and U.S. State Department blessing an al-Maliki supervised investigation, that over 
month later still has not been completed, further establishes the ground work for 
another attack. 

(2) Denial of medical services:  This is already being done.  Colonel 
Sadeq’s management of the residents has already caused patients to miss critically 
needed medical care.  As a result, residents have died.  The biological situation at 
Liberty compounds this problem.  The raw sewage mixed with the rain water has 
spread contamination.  Two patients of Compound Six recently contracted meningitis, 
one temporarily entering a coma.  Several other residents of the same compound 
started having severe headaches.  In spite of Sadeq’s forces, the Iraq doctors treated 
the patients.  In fact, Iraqi doctors administer antibiotics to all residents of the 
compound, whether they had started to show symptoms or not.  An epidemic was 
prevented – for now.  The doctors themselves endure continuing harassment from 
Sadeq’s forces.  To date, they have not yet yielded to the pressure.  Unfortunately 
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doctors choose leaving instead of enduring the harassment.          

(3) Psychological torment:  This has been going on since 2009 at Ashraf.  
Although not enduring the loudspeakers, the residents are harassed in every way 
possible.  Even refusing to return the bodies of the deceased for proper burial, the 
government of Iraq is able to continue with psychological torture.  The residents have 
displayed unusual patience and unity.  Colonel Sadeq’s PsyOp campaign is based on a 
simple principle – all people have a breaking point.  Free from interference from the 
United Nations or the U.S. State Department, he continues to pursue finding that 
breaking point.  Should a resident, or several residents, break and physically react to 
this never-ending and uncontrolled torment, that will be Colonel Sadeq’s excuse for a 
repeat of 2009 and 2011.   

(4) Frontal assault:  Except in the case described above, this is very 
unlikely.  A frontal assault could only come if executed or supported by Iraqi forces – 
which has been the case in all three previous attacks.  

d. Vulnerabilities:

(1) Consolidated population:  3,100 people in less than one-half of a 
square mile.  With the residents consolidated into such a small space as Camp Liberty, 
further rocket attacks equate to the American expression of “shooting fish in a barrel.”  
Camp Liberty is ripe for an epidemic.  The accomplishments of the residents in 
maintaining and improving the sanitary environment are not supported by, but rather 
achieved in spite of Colonel Sadeq and his subordinate officers.  Unless something is 
done to right this situation, it is only a matter of time before disaster strikes.  Should a 
frontal assault occur, the perimeter walls maintained and monitored by Sadeq’s forces 
will ensure the residents have no place to go for safety.          

(2) Trailers:  These structures have less strength than a soup can.  The 
trailers do not even come close to specifications applied in the United States.  As 
already proven, the rockets will penetrate the structures, shrapnel will tear them apart.  
Even with re-establishment of protection on the sides of the structures, the framework 
supporting the roofs will collapse under the weight of sandbags.

(3). Lack of effective force protection equipment and material:  Colonel 
Sadeq’s latest action of removing the T-Walls installed by the Americans will ensure 
future rocket attacks achieve maximum deaths and injuries.  Denial of the helmets and 
vests ensure maximum head and upper torso injuries.  This includes injuries from 
shrapnel, but also from residents being tossed around during explosions.  The 
makeshift force protection measures as shown in attached photos will help some 
against shrapnel from blasts.  Unfortunately, former food containers filled with sand will 
become their own flying objects in the event of a near or direct hit.  Sadeq’s refusing to 
allow the residents to have sandbags further increases their risk.  Cement barriers do 
not absorb the energy of blasts, only deflect.           

e. Consequences:  The consequences of any type of attack will be more death 
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and more injuries to the residents.

f. Risk:   Risk is extremely high.  This becomes even higher every time the 
Koblers and U.S. State Department mitigate international attention.  Only the Spanish 
Court has moved to hold Nouri al-Maliki, Colonel Sadeq Kasem, and several others 
involved in the 2009 and 2011 attacks accountable.  Even last year when Colonel 
Sadeq was detained by European law enforcement authorities, U.S. State Department 
Dan Fried worked hard for his release.    

g. Mitigating Actions/Recommendations:

(1) The T-Walls that Colonel Sadeq has removed from Camp Liberty 
since the rocket attack need to be immediately returned.  Harassment preventing 
effective use of the contracted cranes and flatbed trucks needs to stop.  Bunkers need 
to be allowed into the residential area as fast as possible.  Sandbags and other 
professionally manufactured force protection devices need to be installed.  The use of 
pickle cans filled with dirt is not a realistic solution.  Helmets and vests from Ashraf 
need be issued to the residents.  Chemicals need to be dropped on top of the sewage 
created by the ruptured blackwater tanks.  Access to medical service needs to stop 
being impeded by Colonel Sadeq and his officers.  Residents need to have access to 
the proper amount of food and other supplies to sustain a healthy life.  In short, the 
humanitarian standards promised by U.N. Ambassador Martin Kobler need to become a 
reality.        

(2) The United States needs to make good on all its broken promises to 
the residents, starting with honoring “Protected Person Status under the Fourth Geneva 
Convention.”  The United States has the facilities to house these people pending their 
UNHCR reviews for resettlement.  In the past year, the Martin Kobler developed/Dan 
Fried endorsed resettlement plan has resulted in only seven people going to other 
countries.  What was promised to be a very fast solution has achieved a .002 percent 
success rate.  Under the Kobler/Fried program, more people have left Liberty in body 
bags than in airplanes.  Individual resettlement has proven to be a failure.  
Resettlement of the entire population requires a comprehensive solution.  Best country 
for the residents to located in while awaiting that solution is the United States.  Just as 
they worked to help protect American warriors in combat, we need protect to them now.  

(3)  Both Koblers need to go.  Ban Ki-Moon’s exposed desire to have a 
representative working with al-Maliki rather than no representative at all is a very 
Machiavellian concept.  The end does not justify the means, especially when it means 
sacrificing 3,100 people in Liberty and 100 in Ashraf.  The fact that Germany is trying to 
build trade relationships with Iran and Iraq does not justify selling out humanity.  
Chancellor Angela Merkel, above all other national leaders, should understand the 
wrongs of selling out human life in favor of national prosperity.  If she doesn’t, then she 
has lost touch with her own nation’s history of the past century.  Mayor Giuliani has 
identified Liberty as a “concentration camp.”  In 2012, before the Canadian Parliament, 
I referred to it as an “extermination camp in waiting.”  We have been proven correct.
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(4)  If comprehensive resettlement cannot be quickly achieved, then the 
residents need to be returned to Ashraf under the protection of United Nations Forces.  
U.N. monitors who observe and report Iraqi violations of humanitarian rights are not 
enough.  The residents were promised protection, they have done everything asked of 
them, and in return their human rights have been continually violated.  In scores of 
cases their lives have been taken from them.  Behind whatever front organization is 
being used, the warning has already been given that another attack is imminent.  
Residents of both Ashraf and Liberty need to be taken to safety.                        

h. Adjusted Risk:  Implementation of the aforementioned actions will 
reduce the effect of a future attack from extremely high to medium, dependent upon the 
actions taken.  

i. Courses of Action:  As long as any residents remain in Iraq, they will be 
subject to the hostility and harassment of the pro-Iranian Maliki government.  The only 
thing that will reduce the risk to low will be complete extraction of all residents from Iraq 
with eventually residency in Western Europe, United States, or Canada.  Even then, 
the residents will be sorted out by the MOIS and receive threats against their families in 
Iran if they do not cooperate.  

3.  Summary:  Unfortunately this assessment had to be developed from a distance, 
rather than with boots on the ground at the site of the target.  Should U.S. State 
Department officials be willing to adjust their continual refusal to allow the author of this 
document to go to Camp Liberty, an on-site assessment will be performed.  Of special 
note, since the rocket attack occurred, no State Department employees have stepped 
inside the residential area of Camp Liberty.  Not only to conduct a “boots on the 
ground” assessment, but to also prove to the residents that not all Americans are afraid 
of being in a dangerous environment, it would be very beneficial for State Department 
officials to readjust their refusal to allow this former Army officer to visit Camp Liberty.

Colonel (Retired) Wes Martin

U.S. Army Military Police

…………..

Colonel (Retired) Wes Martin served as the senior antiterrorism/force protection officer 
for all coalition forces in Iraq from 2003 to 2004.  While serving as the J-3 Operations 
Officer of Task Force 134 (Detention Operations) from 2005 – 2006, his quarters were 
on Camp Liberty.  As the U.S. Army Commander of Camp Ashraf later in 2006, he 
worked directly with the Mojahedin e-Khalq.  


