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MINUTES
of the meeting of 18 October 2012, from 10.15 to 11.15

Brussels

The meeting opened at 10.19 on Thursday, 18 October 2012, with Struan Stevenson (Chair)
in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 495.776)

Draft agenda was adopted. 

2. Approval of minutes of the meetings of 18 September 2012 (PE490.253)

Minutes were approved. Also the Report of the fourth Interparliamentary Meeting EP - Iraqi 
Council of Representatives, of 25 September 2012, was approved. 

3. Chair’s announcements 

Mr Stevenson suggested dedicating the meeting to the children. He condemned in the 
strongest terms the barbaric assassination attempt in Pakistan of Malala Yousafzai, a 14 year 
old girl, whose only "guilt" was asking for girls' education. 

He underlined the importance stressed to the Children' Rights by the European Parliament, 
and listed some most common abuses children still have to suffer in many parts of the world, 
Iraq included. 

Among these, Mr Stevenson mentioned access to school, orphanage related problems, human 
trafficking, slavery, kidnapping and exploitation of children.  
Unfortunately, in Iraq children also suffer from a heavy legacy of using unconventional or 
poisonous weapons. Severe malformations and diseases might be found, due to heavy metals 
and probably radioactive materials, especially in small children. 
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Subsequently, the Chair passed the word to Mr Babille, UNICEF representative in Iraq, who 
has a long and rich experience on the field in children related issues. He served in many 
countries, from India and Ethiopia to Angola or Sudan. 

4. Exchange of views on Children Rights situation in Iraq:

Key speaker:   Dr Marzio Babille, UNICEF Representative in Iraq

Dr Babille made an exhaustive report on Children Rights in Iraq, based on detailed 
researches, which took years to be accomplished.

He started describing some socio-demographic factors potentially afflicting children: nearly 
half of Iraqi population is under 18, i.e. 16.8 million people. Children under 5 are 5.6 million. 
There is a 23% poverty rate (less then 2 USD per day) and a 17% unemployment rate among 
the population. Moreover, only 18% of women have an employment, internet use is low (5%), 
while there are many mobile subscribers (78%); 14% of the population does not have 
electricity. Iraq is ranking low in the Human Development Index (num. 132), there is still a 
relatively low income per capita, and the security threats are high in some regions. 

There are two Syrian refugee camps, one in Domiz (autonomous Iraqi Kurdistan) and the 
other in Al Qaim. In both camps, UNICEF is satisfied with the cooperation with local 
authorities concerning specifically displaced children.

In Iraq, one child out of three is deprived of several rights, depending on the Governorate. 
Wide disparities exist among regions. 

In general, progress has been recorded in:

 Birth registration;
 Gender parity in school;
 Primary school attendance; 
 Full immunization of children (except measles);

An insufficient progress was recorded for:

 Infant mortality - more than half of all children under 5 who die, die in their first 
month of life;

 Measles immunization coverage;
 Malnutrition;
 Child labour;

An unfortunately a stalled or regressive situation must be reported on:

 Breastfeeding - UNICEF has an early and exclusive breastfeeding approach;
 Treatment of diarrhoea;
 Pneumonia;
 Early marriage;
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 Low birth weight rate; 
 Net primary school completion rate;
 Domestic violence and violent discipline;
 Knowledge of HIV;
 Iodized salt supplementation;

He added that one child out of four has stunted physical and intellectual growth. Concerning 
water and sanitation facilities, the access is improving, but large margins of progress exist. 

In children education and literacy rates, there has not been any improvement since 2006. 
School attendance is better in the North of Iraq, especially in the Kurdistan region, while 
400.000 children do not complete primary school on time. 

Four in five children experience violent discipline and suffer, therefore, from severe physical 
punishment, with the use of the stick or of a metal bar. There is a need to empower provincial 
councils, which can enhance or transform the way children are educated in a longer term. 

Moreover, 1.3 million women suffer from female genital mutilation and cutting. Apparently 
the problem is much more consistent in the Kurdistan area, but caution needs to be used on 
these data, since it is possible that women more on the South are not able to speak openly. 
Women parliamentarians have been mobilised. They are clearly promoting the message that 
in the new Iraq there is no space for FGM!

Child labour is also a problem: one child out of twenty has to work, especially in the Southern 
provinces. On the other hand, there is a high and rising youth unemployment (30%), 
exacerbated by low education and skills levels. 

At a policy and strategic level, UNICEF work consists in supporting the already existing 
national programmes, especially the National Development Program, which is entering in a 
new planning phase - discussions are going on in order to prepare a new one during this 
autumn. 

After Dr Babille's speech, Mr Perello Rodriguez observed that it is strange that the boost in oil 
revenue did not have, until now, an effect on income, services distribution and quality of life 
of the Iraqi people. 

5. Any other business

The next meeting of the D-IQ will deal with an equitable distribution of the oil-production-
generated income.

6. Date and place of next meeting

Brussels, 27 November 2012

The meeting closed at 11:19.
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