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European Parliament Council of Representatives of
Iraq

Delegation for Relations with Iraq

JOINT DECLARATION
Baghdad, 26 April 2011

We, Members of the European Parliament and Members of the Foreign Relations
Committee of the Iraqi Council of Representatives, held an interparliamentary
meeting in Baghdad on 26 April 2011.

We underlined the importance of this first Interparliamentary meeting taking place in
Iraq, which is also the first meeting between the fully- fledged European Parliament
Delegation for relations with Iraq and the Council of Representatives of Iraq, and is
considered as a measure of the development of the relationship between our
parliaments.

We appreciate the importance of the general elections held in March 2010 , and in
particular the enthusiasm and large participation of Iraqis in the electoral process.
This is a clear sign of interest of the Iraqi people in the new democratic system in
Iraq.

We recognize that a strong, functioning, autonomous Parliament, controlling,
monitoring, auditing the decisions of the Executive provides the true voice of the
people in any democracy.

We value that the November 2010 power-partnership agreement between the four
main political groups in Iraq has ended an eight-month deadlock, and opened new
opportunities to build solid state structures.

We realize that our mutual cooperation should be geared towards better corresponding
to the expectations of our peoples, in particular with regard to rule of law, human
rights, including rights of religious and ethnic minorities, women’s issues, education
and development.

While we appreciate the improvement of security in recent years in Iraq, we support
the desire of the Iraqi Parliament in respecting human and minorities' rights including
improvement of their security and living conditions.



We take note that the first ever Partnership and Cooperation Agreement between the
European Union and the Republic of Iraq was initialled in 2010, and underline its
importance as legal framework for EU-Iraq relations. We express our wish for a swift
signature and ratification of the agreement, so as to move rapidly towards
implementation.

We warmly welcome the fact that the European Parliament and the Iraqi Council of
Representatives have therefore delivered on their commitment to enhance
parliamentary cooperation and managed to set up a regular and balanced dialogue.
These meetings have given us the opportunity to achieve a better mutual
understanding based on shared values and common experience. The establishment of
a mutual Friendship Committee on both sides will contribute to this effort.

We appreciate that, beyond these meetings, a series of high-level visits of Iraqi and
European representatives and contacts between individual Members of both
Parliaments have helped creating a network which has maintained EU-Iraq relations
centre stage of the agendas on both sides.

We considered that we should establish concrete ways of cooperation for future
activities, in particular in the areas of:

- Human rights

- Education & Higher Education

- Health and Environment

- Economy, Investment & Construction

- Oil, Gas and Energy

- Parliamentary Development

- Women’s issues

- Civilization dialogue and cross-cultural respect

We undertook to report to our parent bodies on the development of our dialogue and
on the reinforcement of our interparliamentary activities.

STRUAN STEVENSON Sheik Dr.

Chair of the Delegation for Humam Bager Hamoudi
Relations with Iraq Head of Foreign Relations Committee
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