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MINUTES
of the meeting of 22 September 2011, from 10.30 to 11.30
Brussels

The meeting opened at 10.50 on Thursday, 22 September 2011, with Struan Stevenson
(Chair) in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 469.654)
The agenda was approved.

2. Approval of minutes of the meeting of 12 July 2011 (PE 469.643)
The minutes of the meeting of 12 July 2011 were approved.

3. Chair’s announcements

The Chair recalled his recent intervention in the European Parliament plenary meeting,
regarding Camp Ashraf. He informed also about recent UNHCR actions, namely
beginning of conducting individual interviews with Camp residents that requested the
determination of refugee status.

In this context, he appealed Iraqi authorities to extend the deadline of 31 December 2011
announced for the dismantling of the Camp, as much more time is needed for UNHCR
interviews.

The representative of the Iraqi Embassy responded that the Iraqi government is resolved
to meet the 31 December 2011 deadline for dismantling of the camp, while stressing the
commitment to respect the human rights and assuring that no military action and no
violence will be taken from the authorities.

The Chair informed that the invitations were sent to the Members of the Iraqi Parliament
representing the minorities (the Caucus group) in order to participate at the meeting of the
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Delegation on 5 October 2011, and that expressions of interest were already received
from a large number of the invited guests. He thanked the Office for Promotion of
Parliamentary Democracy (OPPD) within the European Parliament for the contribution to
an enriched programme for the Iraqi Members of Parliament.

With regard to the conference "Investments opportunities in Iraq", planed for the
beginning of December 2011, as a result of discussions during the inter-parliamentary
mission in Iraq in April this year, the Chair informed that preparations continue at the
level of internal coordination within the European Parliament.

He informed also on a very recent news from the European Commission, Directorate
General Energy, who was also involved in organising this important event, and who is
considering postponing the conference, for the first part of next year, in order to have
more time for a high level preparation and participation, as well as for taking into account
the current political developments in the region.

In this context, he appreciated that, if the information is confirmed, the European
Parliament should coordinate with the European Commission and join the efforts for
organising, next year, a substantial, highest level event. The Chair will update Members
on this issue as soon as possible.

4. Presentation and exchange of views on the IRC report entitled "Iraqi Displacement: Eight
years later durable solutions still out of reach", in the presence of Ms Laura Jacoby,
Country Director of the International Rescue Committee (IRC) in Iraq and Ms Mory
Cunningham, NGO Coordination Committee for Iraq (NCCI)

The representatives of International Rescue Committee in Iraq and of NGO Coordination
Committee for Iraq held presentations on the very recent IRC report "Iraqi Displacement:
Eight years later durable solutions still out of reach", as well as on civil society and
human rights situation in Iraq. The Iraqi Embassy held also a presentation on these
subjects.

The IRC representative presented as main findings of their report that while the security
situation has improved, is still not conducive to voluntary return for Internally Displaced
Persons (IDPs) or refugees. It is critical to support citizen input to improved systems of
governance. She underlined the importance of recognizing and addressing unique needs
of IDPs.

She stressed that large scale displacements have stopped, but a surge of displacements of
Christians has occurred after the church bombings in late 2010. Also, the IDPs in Iraq,
especially those living in camps, have problems in accessing public services. Problems
persist also when the displaced persons are trying to go back to their area of origin.

As recommendations, the international donors are called to continue to work with the
Iraqi government for an effective plan both for solving the IDPs crisis and for managing
safe and voluntary returns of Iraqi refugees.

The Iraqi Embassy recalled that there were a lot of Iraqi migrants inside and outside the
country especially in Syria, Jordan, Egypt and Lebanon. They appreciated that the recent
improvement in the security situation in the country facilitated the return of numbers of
displaced Iraqi people to their places of origin. Moreover, the Iraqi Government works to
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solve the internal problems for the displaced and the refugees to facilitate and accelerate
their voluntary return to their locations. In 2009, it had adopted the Migration and
Displacement Law (No 21) by which a concerned ministry is committed to solve the
problems of migrants and displaced people. Iraq is coordinating with the UN, its
specialized agencies and UNAMI, in addition to UNHCR, ICRC, IMO, for finding
solutions for this humanitarian problem.

The Iraqi Government has taken the following steps that led to an increased number of
returnees:

-Improving security and political stability.

-Facilitating return-related procedures.

-Implementing the Humanitarian Stability and Security Program.

-Exemption from customs duties.

-Facilitating the return of government civil servants to their jobs, and give the
unemployed the priority when hiring.

The NCCI, a consortium of 80 NGO members: 45 International NGOs and 35 Local Iraqi
NGOs,

The NCCI representative referred to four interconnected areas that demonstrate potential
to increase protection and promotion of Human Rights in Iraq:

- Iraq ‘s Arab Spring and civil society actors

- NGO registration processes

- Laws related to Freedom of Expression

- Funding for civil society

She drew the attention on the new law adopted in January 2010 by the Iraqi government
on the registration of NGOs, appreciating its liberal character, while stressing though that
operationally is blocked (from approximately 1500 legal local NGOs in Iraq, less that 100
have been registered according to the new law and from the 80 international NGOs only 5
have registered).

The Chair invited IRC and NCCI representatives to attend also the meeting of 5 October,
if possible, in order to share with Iraqi MPs the conclusions of their studies.

5. Any other business
6. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting will take place on 5 October in Brussels.

The meeting closed at 12.00.
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