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MINUTES
of the meeting of Tuesday, 26 October 2010, from 11:30 to 13:30

BRUSSELS

The meeting opened at 11:35 on Tuesday, 26 October, with Ms Barbara Lochbihler in the 
chair. 

1. Adoption of the draft agenda

The agenda was adopted without amendment.  Ms van Brempt noted that it was difficult to 
attend the meeting as it conflicted with the meetings of many committees. It was explained 
that there was a limited number of slots for delegation meetings and that these inevitably 
clashed with committee meetings.

2. Adoption of the minutes of the meeting of 16 September

The minutes were adopted without amendment.

3. Chair's announcements

Ms Lochbihler reminded members that the Conference of Presidents had placed specific 
conditions on the travel of the delegation for relations with Iran, notably the requirement for 
the death sentence on Ms Ashtiani to be lifted. Ms Lochbihler had written to President Buzek 
and the Chair of Delegation chairs, contending that the Iran delegation had been singled out 
for unequal treatment compared to other delegations. There had been no answer to this letter 
to date. She had also raised this issue in the meeting of the Conference of Delegation Chairs.
The EU Foreign Ministers had met on the previous day to discuss more restrictive measures 
that would be placed on Iran in addition to the United Nations sanctions. She gave details of 
these measures. 

The Foreign Relations Committee on 5 October had held the first exchange of views on the 
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Iran report. She noted that there would be a substantial number of amendments and that the 
next discussion would take place later in the year.
On 14 October 2010 Ms Ashtiani's former lawyer, Mr Mostafaei, had addressed the Human 
Rights Sub-Committee. He had outlined developments in the case and had also given details 
of the Iranian penal system.

Ms Lochbihler had met with Mr Hassan Tajik, the Head of the European Department of the 
Iran Foreign Ministry. He was critical of the European Parliament's resolutions on Iran and 
the likely content of the forthcoming resolution but had stressed that his government remained 
open to dialogue, including a dialogue on the human rights issue. 

On 19 October Delegation Chairs had held a working dinner with President Buzek and 
Baroness Ashton. Mrs Lochbihler had asked about future EU policy towards Iran and had 
referred to the "three pillar" approach of the European Parliament, which covered the internal 
situation including human rights; the nuclear dossier; and the role of Iran in the region. 
Baroness Ashton had agreed in principle with this approach but had stressed that the nuclear 
issue was the dominant concern and that it was important to concentrate on the talks in 
Vienna in early November. It was not clear that the External Action Service would have a 
broad view on Iran's policy.

Members of the Carnegie Foundation and other foundations were interested in how to remove 
Iran from its position of isolation as it would not improve the internal situation. Finally, Ms 
Lochbihler announced that Euronews in Farsi would be launched on the following day.

Jointly with the Committee on Foreign Affairs

4. Discussion on "The current situation of non-Persian ethnic groups in Iran - What 
prospects for a solution?", with speakers from the Congress of Nationalities for a 
Federal Iran: Mr. Miro Aliyar, Ms Sedigheh Adalatiand Mr Nasser Boladai

Ms Locbihler noted that the meeting was being covered on web-stream. She informed 
members that the Iranian Ambassador had sent a letter of protest to her, claiming that inviting 
the current speakers to the meeting would serve to encourage separatist tendencies in Iran. Ms 
Lochbihler disagreed with this assertion and underlined that those invited to speak were in 
favour of a federal Iran in which the rights of all groups were respected.

The Congress included 16 political parties and supported a system for a federal Iran. She 
introduced the speakers. Mr Boladi represented the Baluchi people, Ms Adalatiani represented 
the Azeri people and Mr Aliyar represented the Kurdish people.
Mr Boladi stressed that his party wanted there to be a separation of power in Iran, a system of 
government that was common in any democratic country. It supported a secular state with no 
gender, religious, linguistic or ethnic discrimination. He argued that the Iranian government 
discriminated against ethnic minorities and noted that this issue had been raised by the United 
Nations. The theocratic nature of the government meant that the important posts were 
reserved for the Shia population. The death penalty was most widely used against ethnic 
minorities.  

Ms Adalatiani noted that Iran's government was based on theocratic principles and "divine 
law" as the unique source of legitimacy, as well as the belief that the spiritual leader was the 
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interpreter of divine law in advance of the re-emergence of the 12th Imam. The spiritual 
leader was appointed for an undetermined period and had wide ranging powers. Non-Shia 
Iranians, who mainly came from the ethnic minorities, were marginalised in the constitution
and were unable to practice their religious ceremonies freely. The only recognised religious 
groups were Muslims, Jews and Christians. There were serious limitations on the freedoms of 
the latter two groups with - in particular - severe penalties for conversion. The Baha'is were 
not permitted to worship. Only Shia Muslims were able to hold high posts in the government. 

She argued that there had been a policy of assimilation throughout the last century and 
marginalisation of the non-Persian nationalities, with serious restrictions on non-Farsi mother 
tongue education. All official correspondence and texts were in Farsi with restrictions on 
publications in other languages. There was a high rate of illiteracy among non-Persian 
nationalities as children from ethnic minorities struggled to obtain an education. Only 10% of 
those with doctorate level education came from ethnic minorities.

The problems of ethnic minorities were most apparent among women who suffered from a 
"sexual apartheid" as second class citizens. There was no equality before the law between the 
sexes and women faced particular discrimination regarding marital and divorce law. The age 
of criminality was nine years for females and fifteen for males. Women could not hold senior 
government positions such as President. Stoning was the penalty for adultery. Women were 
subordinate to men in the family. Non-Persian women also suffered particularly from 
discrimination and were the most disadvantaged group in Iranian society.  Finally she noted 
that Mrs Ashtiani, who is an ethnic Azeri, had not been able to understand the court 
proceedings that had taken place in Farsi and had also not understood the "confession" that 
she had signed. 

Mr Aliyar noted that seven organisations had set up the Congress of Nationalities as an 
umbrella organisation and there were now 17 member organisations. It was important to make 
the world aware of what was really happening in Iran as there was a lot of ignorance about the
situation of the non-Persian groups. Two thirds of the population in Iran came from non-
Persian groups. The Iranian Minister for Education had stated that 70% of first year pupils in 
the country did not have Farsi as their mother tongue but the ethnic groups did not have 
proper recognition. The Congress called for a democratic, federal and secular Iran, which 
would ensure its territorial integrity and equal rights for all citizens. There was cooperation 
with the democratic Persian parties. The Congress condemned all terrorism, including state 
terrorism.  It agreed with the use of nuclear energy for civilian purposes but did not want the 
Tehran government to have a nuclear bomb and supported international attempts to prevent 
this. The Congress called for a weapon-free Middle East. The EU policy on Iran had ignored 
the real situation in the country.
Ms Lochbihler referred to an Amnesty International report of 2006 which had stated that the 
lands and possessions of ethnic minorities had been confiscated and she asked whether this 
was still the case. She asked too about reports that political organisations representing ethnic 
minorities were working closely with countries outside Iran. 
Mr Ehrenhauser asked whether there remained any possibilities for action within the political 
system in Iran.
Mrs van Brempt asked what a "federal Iran" really meant in terms of solutions for the 
situation of ethnic minorities.
Mr Gahler asked about contacts between the ethnic minorities and the ethnic Persian 
opposition to the government. He noted that in the past the Persian population had not 
displayed much sympathy for the ethnic minorities and wondered whether the recent 
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repression had led to a rapprochement between the two sides.

Mr Boladi stated that land confiscation had been taking place since the Pahlavi era and in 
Baluchistan this had led to clashes between Baluchis and non-Baluchis. Land sales had not 
been advertised in the Baluchi language, thus excluding the native population from 
purchasing the land. There had been inward migration of non-Baluchi peoples that had
changed the demographic composition of the region.  His organisation had been accused 
during the Pahlavi era of working for the Soviet Union and it was now accused of working for 
Israel and the USA. It had also been recently accused of being the "stooge of Berlusconi"
following a conference of opposition groups in Italy 

Mr Boladi's organisation wanted contact with all sides. The Congress had sought to have a 
conference in Iran in April 2009 to examine the nationalities issue in April 2009. It was clear 
that something would happen in Iran - although it was not apparent when - and it was 
essential to have an effective opposition. The Green movement had referred originally to the 
rights of minority groups; however in the later phases of their protests they had tended to 
neglect the issue. The Persian-based opposition was now realising that it needed the support 
of the ethnic minority groups and there was increasing recognition among ethnic Persians that 
Iran was a country of many nationalities. It was essential to work together to bring about 
change in Iran and the recent conference in Italy had been a great success in bringing together 
the range of opposition groups.

Ms Lochihler referred to the map of ethnic minorities that was in the dossier.
Ms Adalati noted that land confiscation had been part of the Shah's assimilation policy and 
that it continued under the current regime.
Mr Aliyar noted that there had been confiscation of the property of the Baha'i and the Kurdish 
activists and there was probably also confiscation of the property of other ethnic groups. He 
rejected accusations that his organisation was supported by the USA and Israel. He looked 
forward to Iran adopting a federal system on the model of Switzerland. There was growing 
awareness on the part of ethnic Persians of the rights of other ethnic groups in Iran but there 
was still a need to overcome some prejudices. 
Ms Adalati stressed that many ethnic Persians opposed the Islamic Republic; however some 
still did not recognise the rights of other ethnic groups to self determination.
Mr Lechner asked whether non-Farsi languages were actually prohibited in the official 
environment and also whether the ethnic minorities were represented in the Iranian 
parliament. He enquired too whether the different ethnic groups had anything in common 
rather than simply their opposition to the regime.
Ms Adalanti stated children could not speak their mother tongue at school and reminded 
members of the case of Ms Ashtiani.  Mr Aliyar stressed that it was only possible to speak 
one's mother tongue in non-official circles, such as on the streets or at home. Mr Boladi 
referred to the United Nations report which had noted that interpreters were not available in 
courts for non-Farsi speakers and which had recommended that this situation should be 
rectified.  
Ms Lochbihler then gave the floor to a speaker from the Kurdistan Democratic Party. He 
noted that Iran was a very multi-cultural society that was in divergence with the current 
political structure. Human rights violations were inherent in the constitution that was based on 
one branch of Shia Islam and elevated the position of a particular group - "Khamenei's band". 
The regime was ready to destroy the economy of Iran in advance of its goals. It was essential 
for all supporters of democracy in the world to work together to promote a democratic regime 
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in Iran. The European Parliament should raise these issues more and campaign for human 
rights in Iran. He claimed that there were more than four million Kurds and that the map in 
the dossier which was produced by the CIA was not accurate. 

Ms Lochbihler agreed that there should be adequate reference material from the European 
Union in the dossier. 

Mr Aliyar stressed that Article 15 in the Iranian constitution did not guarantee language 
freedom to the non-Persian people. There was private education in some ethnic minority 
languages but there were serious obstacles and there was no government support.
Ms Lochbihler thanked all the speakers and their valuable input.

5. Any other business

Ms Lochbihler noted that the award winning Iranian human rights lawyer, Shadi Sadr, would 
be attending a lunch meeting on 28 October.

6. Date and place of next meeting
The next scheduled meeting was to be held on 30 November 2010, at 15:00 - 16:00. The 
revised agenda would cover the situation of Iranian refugees in Turkey. This would replace 
the original topic of religious minorities, which could be discussed in the early part of 2011.
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