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Remarks by EU High Representative Catherine Ashton 

at the end of her visit to former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 

 

It’s a great pleasure to be in Skopje today. I just met Prime Minister Gruevski, coalition partner 

Ahmeti and opposition leader Crvenkovski, as well as President Ivanov. 

 

Let me say at the very beginning how impressed I am by the constant and strong support across the 

population for the European Union and transatlantic integration. I have confirmed to political 

leaders that the European perspective of your country is fully alive and achievable. 

 

For this, a continued implementation of the Ohrid Framework Agreement, in spirit and in letter, is 

absolutely necessary.  

 

To maintain this, constructive and inclusive political dialogue as well as inclusive dialogue with 

media and civil society is essential. This was confirmed in the Spring Enlargement Report adopted 

by the European Commission today.  

 

As the Report says, the EU is following carefully the implementation of the March 1 agreement 

between the two political parties, in particular in relation to the Committee of Inquiry and the cross-

party Memorandum of Understanding and the resumption of dialogue with the journalists. 

 

I have therefore encouraged the political leaders to reach across the divides and create a new 

political tone and spirit of cooperation. Only with this will your country be able to generate what is 

needed for achieving the strategic goals that have such a strong support of your population. 

 

You will also be able to mark progress with the necessary reforms. In this context, let me stress that 

the High Level Accession Dialogue, led by Commissioner Fϋle, has my full support. 
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The dialogue is also important in relations with your neighbours. Good neighbourly relations, 

particularly in the region as tightly knit together as yours, are crucial. You have to 

maintain the dialogue, seek solutions and make concrete agreements. 

 

There is a need to bring the longstanding discussions on the name issue to a definitive conclusion 

without delay. I am pleased to see that the UN process on the name issue has gained new strength. I 

encourage the two parties to take full advantage of the efforts made by Mr. Nimetz. 

 

I know that this can be very difficult, but there is no other alternative, there is no other way forward. 

And to act sooner is better than later. 

 

This is the only way towards progress on your European path. The EU wants your country to 

succeed, but the EU integration starts at home. 

 

 

 

 

____________________ 


