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Remarks by Herman VAN ROMPUY, 

President of the European Council, 

following his meeting with Nikola Gruevski  

Prime Minister of the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 

 
 

I came to Skopje as part of the second leg of a regional tour. My message with this tour is primarily 

regional. By visiting all the capitals of the Western Balkans before the end of this year, I wanted to 

express my personal commitment to the stability, security and the European perspective of the 

region.  

 

I firmly believe the EU's international weight and credibility begins in its immediate 

neighbourhood, and I will also invite the European Council to reflect on this issues at one of its 

subsequent meetings. 

 

The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia is a candidate country for accession to the European 

Union. I praise your country and its leadership for the progress achieved in the course of the last 

years. 

 

Prime Minister Gruevski and myself agreed that joining the European Union is essential for his 

country's future. Membership of the world's largest single market will be an invaluable asset in 

attracting foreign investment and reducing unemployment. With the core EU values of tolerance 

and respect for diversity, EU Membership will also be an anchor for multi-ethnic society.  

 

I confirmed to the Prime Minister the EU's steadfast support to his country's European vocation. 

This support goes hand-in-hand with our expectations to keep pace of the reform process. I 

encouraged him to invest further efforts and energy in all necessary actions and reforms on the road 

towards realising this European perspective.  

 

Enlargement will remain a performance based process. Candidates countries need to maintain a 

steady focus on meeting the standards and criteria. The rule of law and democracy agenda will 

remain of central importance in the foreseeable future. Strengthening the independence of the 

judiciary, improving the effectiveness of public administration and ensuring the freedom of 

expression remain centrally important elements of the work in front of your country. 
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The Prime Minister informed me about ongoing efforts to solve the name issue between Greece and 

his country. I confirmed to him that the EU remained strongly supportive of efforts that will lead to 

a mutually acceptable agreement on the name issue as soon as possible. While the EU is not part of 

this process, I believe there is a major opportunity to come to a conclusion soon. One should not 

miss this unique opportunity to finally come through the European door. 

 

We also exchanged views on the developments on the implementation of the Ohrid Framework 

Agreement. As you will remember, the EU played a critical role at the birth of this agreement aimed 

at enhancing the country's stability and democracy, and providing a strong basis for building a 

multi-ethnic, democratic and stable society. The full implementation of the agreement, therefore, 

remains an important objective and expectation of the European Union. 

 

Finally, I would like to use this opportunity to pay tribute to our Ambassador and Special 

Representative, Mr Erwan Fouéré, for his relentless work and personal engagement for the cause of 

European integration to the benefit of all citizens. I am convinced that his efforts played an 

important role in keeping popular support for EU integration at a very high level. 

 

 

__________________________ 

 

 

 

 
Video coverage of the trips and meetings will be available for download in broadcast quality from the 

Council TV newsroom http://tvnewsroom.consilium.europa.eu 

 

Photos covering the event will be available for download in high resolution from the Council Photo Library 

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/photo 
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