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Daily Report of developments in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

Monday, 1 November 2010

Media/Front pages: The print media focus on various topics.

Name issue
Unsurprisingly, the meeting between PMs Gruevski and Papandreou on Friday in Brussels did not bring 
any tangible progress in the process of finding a solution to the name issue. According to Foreign Minister 
Milošoski, the 90-minute-talks (previous tête-à-tête meetings lasted barely half an hour each) were 'positive' 
and proving that there was political will on both sides; however, 'many more meetings will be necessary' for a 
compromise to be reached. Greek sources informed that the PMs had discussed the issue 'without touching 
the core of the problem' and that they had agreed that the negotiations should resume under UN auspices. 

In response to media queries, Ambassador Fouéré welcomed the continuing dialogue at highest level, 
voicing hope that the dialogue based on trust would yield results soon. In an interview for a Greek daily, 
DPM Naumovski stated that 'the time has come for final resolution of the name issue; however, it should be 
in line with the reality that the Macedonian identity, people, language and state cannot be changed'. In an 
interview for Radio Free Europe, DUI leader Ahmeti said that his party had adopted an utterly responsible 
approach to the name issue, which should not be subject of party disagreements, but should be treated as 
an issue of the highest national importance, without creating divisions between the ethnic communities. 

Utrinski Vesnik commented that Skopje had failed to convince the influential member states that it should 
join NATO under the temporary reference. Experts said that the delayed integration into the Alliance would 
not bring security risks, but would certainly affect the internal political situation and the efforts for attracting 
foreign investors. According to Dnevnik, Brussels is 'fed up' of listening to the 'same old stories' from the 
country's representatives about their alleged constructiveness in the process on the name. If the government 
sticks to the populist stance that the name should not be changed, then 'Brussels will have nothing to add –
they, with compassion and a reserved smile, are wishing us luck on our road to uncertainty', wrote the daily. 

Other EU-related developments 
In response to journalists' questions, Ambassador Fouéré reiterated that the forthcoming progress report
would be an objective summary of the achievements and the weaknesses detected in the country. On 
separate occasions, the ambassadors of France and the Netherlands in Skopje underlined the 
importance of implementation of the necessary reforms and the enacted legislation, stressing that major 
challenges are in the areas of administration, judiciary, anti-discrimination and media freedom. 

Meanwhile, Vreme called the draft budget for 2011 'EU sceptical' given that it cut the funds for the 
Secretariat for European Affairs by 20% (from 2.2M to 1.8M euros). 

Lustration 
The Lustration Committee is holding a session today at which it is expected to conclude that the files on DUI 
officials' alleged cooperation with the former Yugoslav/Serbian secret services are fake. None of the 
four files will be considered reliable given that the archives of the secret services in Skopje do not include 
dossiers on informants with the nicknames mentioned in the files. In addition, no trustworthy analysis of the 
authenticity can be made because the files consist of photocopied documents. 



2

On Friday, DPA accused the institutions in the country for defending the 'betrayal and crime' committed by 
DUI officials (the alleged files referred to the leader Ahmeti, Minister Musa Xhaferi and MP Fazli Veliu). 
Furthermore, DPA leader Menduh Thaci sent an open letter to acting Kosovo President Krasniqi (who had 
rejected the possibility of Mr Ahmeti spying on him), criticising Mr Krasniqi for having changed his alleged 
earlier stance that 'something must be wrong with Ahmeti, since he has been expelled from the KLA HQ'.
SDSM leader Crvenkovski called on the government to announce whether they have the political will and 
capacity to return the lustration process under the control of the institutions. According to Mr Crvenkovski, if 
PM Gruevski ignores his appeal, he and the government will be responsible for the 'chaos' that the country 
will face (violation of individual human rights and production of serious inter-party and inter-ethnic tensions). 

Constitutional Court's new president triggers criticism from VMRO-DPMNE
On Friday, Justice Branko Naumovski was elected new rotating president of the Constitutional Court (as a 
single candidate he won the majority of votes of his colleagues through secret ballot). Mr Naumovski (former 
Ombudsman, Deputy Public Prosecutor and Deputy Minister of Justice) became a constitutional judge upon 
proposal of then Judicial Council in 2004, when SDSM was in power. Mr Naumovski replaced the hitherto 
President Trendafil Ivanovski – the ongoing lustration procedure for the latter had nothing to do with the end 
of his 3-year-tenure. VMRO-DPMNE contested the independence of the new president, claiming that he 
would 'work for SDSM'. Past months saw strained relations between VMRO-DPMNE and the Court, which 
had turned down a number of government projects. 

'Hope' case
On Friday, SDSM leader Crvenkovski confirmed having hired Slovenian PR experts during his mandate as 
President of the State to produce a strategy on how to thwart the government's 'detrimental and anti-
EU/NATO' policies such as 'the antiquisation'. Earlier last week, Mr Crvenkovski was criticised in a YouTube 
video for having spent half a million euros on a PR campaign only in 2009 (the last year of his term). The 
former head of state claims that there were no legal and moral dilemmas in the hiring of the experts. He 
accused PM Gruevski of misusing the taxpayers’ money for both personal and his party’s promotion, as well 
as of putting pressure on the media owners. On Saturday, Minister of Finance Stavreski accused Mr 
Crvenkovski of spending public money on establishing (in line with the recommendations from the experts) 
'propaganda NGOs and media', with the aim of toppling the government. The NGOs who were pointed out by 
Mr Stavreski ('Citizens for European Macedonia') distanced themselves from any links with SDSM, stressing 
that such accusations from VMRO-DPMNE were only indicative of their insufficient democratic capacity.   

Tuesday, 2 November 2010

Media/Front pages: The print media focus on various topics.

Progress report 
Although to a lesser extent in comparison with previous years, the run-up to the release of the European 
Commission's progress report next week is marked by media articles on its possible content, which are 
more or less drawing on the recent statements by EU senior officials (Messrs Van Rompuy and Barroso). 

Nova Makedonija noted that the report would bring more critical remarks than that of 2009 and the freedom 
of expression would be for the first time mentioned as a problematic area. Local experts listed the judiciary, 
the administration, the fight against corruption, the insufficient dialogue between the government and the 
opposition, the lack of efficient implementation of the enacted legislation, the economy and the excessive 
spending of public money on campaigns as areas that would be subject of criticism. 

After yesterday's meeting with MEP Anna Zaborska, DPM Naumovski stated that the report would 
establish whether the country had advanced in meeting the criteria for EU membership or not, voicing hope 
that the document would recognise its efforts and achievements. Ms Zaborska said that name issue was not 
the only case of this kind in the EU and that the overcoming of such disputes might take some time. She 
encouraged Skopje to find a way to diplomatically resolve the issue as soon as possible. 

Lustration 
As expected, the Lustration Committee yesterday declared two of the files on DUI officials' alleged 
cooperation with the former Yugoslav/Serbian secret services (Musa Xhaferi and Fazli Veliu) fake, as they 
consisted of photocopied documents. The third file referring to a low-ranking DUI member was not reviewed 
as the person in question is not a holder of a public position. The procedure is still ongoing for the alleged 
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dossier of DUI leader Ahmeti (the institutions in the country are yet to inform on whether their archives 
include dossiers on an informant with the nickname mentioned in the file ('Ibar'). 

Constitutional Court – government relations
The newly elected Constitutional Court President Naumovski yesterday appealed to the politicians not to 
exert pressure on the Court, as its professional judges would not give up their credibility easily. 'I inform 
those who levelled unfounded criticism to the Court in the past period that we will not be indifferent and that 
we will perform our duty to protect the Constitution even more seriously', Mr Naumovski stressed. His 
election to this position last week triggered accusations from VMRO-DPMNE that he would be working for 
SDSM. Past months saw repeated accusations and subsequently strained relations between VMRO-DPMNE 
and the Court, which had turned down a number of government projects. 

Census
The opposition New Democracy MPs left yesterday's session of the Committee on Political System after the 
representatives of the government coalition said they would not support their proposal for the Census 2011
to be conducted in July instead of in April (which was, inter alia, recommended by Eurostat). New 
Democracy, which even threatened with protests before Parliament, substantiated their proposal with the 
fact that many citizens that work abroad temporarily will return home in the summer period. Minister of 
Justice Manevski stated that July is not an appropriate month for a census because it is a period of summer 
holidays. Yesterday's session was part of the second reading of the Draft Law on Census in Parliament. 

Daily Report of developments in the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia

Wednesday, 3 November 2010

Media/Front pages: The print media focus on various topics.

Name issue
Vreme reported that during his recent visit to Brussels, PM Gruevski committed himself to reaching a 
compromise on the name issue with Greece, probably, by the year-end. Unnamed diplomatic sources of the 
daily stated that this promise prompted fresh optimism among the EU leaders, who decided to bring the PM 
'back in the game after a longer period of isolation'. Actually, the PM's latest visit to Brussels was organised 
almost immediately after President Van Rompuy had heard this announcement in Skopje a couple of weeks 
ago. However, diplomatic sources 'who follow the dispute closely and are familiar with the PM's tactics' were 
'disappointed' with the fact that Brussels relied on Mr Gruevski's promise, given that he had also made 
similar announcements before, but they never yielded results, the daily wrote. 

Other EU-related developments
According to A1 TV, the government failed to apologise for VMRO-DPMNE MP Vlatko Gjorčev's offensive 
comments about Ambassador Fouéré (in an opinion piece in October), although representatives of the 
European Troika have raised this issue in a letter to PM Gruevski. The letter, apart from making remarks to 
the 'highly insulting' comments of Mr Gjorčev, reminded the government of the Vienna Convention on 
Diplomatic Relations, which obliges the hosting state to protect diplomats' freedom, personality and dignity. 
The opinion piece was also posted (but then removed) on VMRO-DPMNE's website. According to diplomatic 
sources, the government responded to the letter, but it did not apologise, i.e. the PM defended Mr Gjorčev's 
views as 'a personal opinion'. The VMRO-DPMNE MP used inappropriate vocabulary when criticising the 
Ambassador for saying that the government should not comment on rulings of the Constitutional Court. 

Lustration 
The Administrative Court yesterday wrapped up the hearing in the case of former Constitutional Court 
President Ivanovski against the Lustration Committee, which concluded that he was the only holder of a 
public position in the country that had cooperation with the former secret services. An expert (former official 
in the Department of State Security - UDBA) stated that there was no dossier on Mr Ivanovski as an 
informant, given that in the period when he was subject of interest to the secret services (as a 'nationalist') 
Mr Ivanovski was a juvenile, and 'UDBA never hired juveniles'. The Court will present a verdict in eight days.

Census 
The media reported that the coalition partners were still ironing out differences over the draft Law on Census 
with the main point of disagreement being whether the census should include the citizens with temporary 
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stay abroad and permanent residency in the country. VMRO-DPMNE and DUI are said to interpret differently 
the recommendations from Eurostat (PM Gruevski's party believe that the census should not include the 
citizens who work temporarily abroad). New Democracy also opposed the standpoint of VMRO-DPMNE, and 
threatened to call for boycott if their amendments are not accepted. Vreme reported that New Democracy 
representatives were advised by the EU and US not to raise tension by insisting on the census being 
conducted in July instead of in April (as recommended by Eurostat). 

'Hope' case
At the request of the State Anti Corruption Commission, President Ivanov's cabinet submitted the 
documentation on former President Crvenkovski’s PR strategy entitled ‘Hope’. The Commission should 
investigate whether the former president has misused his position by hiring Slovenian experts for drawing up 
a PR strategy. According to VMRO-DPMNE, the strategy 'for personal goals' has been paid with public 
money (340,000 euros). Mr Crvenkovski stated that the strategy was aimed at showing how to thwart the 
government's 'detrimental and anti-EU/NATO' policies. 
Farmer fined for defaming PM
Bitola farmer Duško Ilievski was fined with 400 euros for insulting PM Gruevski (at protests last summer he 
scoffed at the government's campaign 'Renewal in 100 steps' by carrying a banner 'Theft in 100 steps'). Mr 
Ilievski believes that the ruling is a result of political pressure by the government. In July, Ilievski, his brother
and father were put in custody under suspicion of illegal production of marijuana, but were released after a 
few days. Trial on this case is yet to be scheduled. 

Thursday, 4 November 2010

Media/Front pages: The print media focus on various topics.

Name issue (EU integration)
In spite of the clear-cut messages it has been receiving from Brussels, the government seems to continue to 
push for its idea to open EU membership negotiations without prior resolution of the name issue, i.e. to 
continue seeking for a compromise under UN auspices in the course of the accession negotiations. 

DPM Naumovski yesterday reiterated that the country's integration into the EU would be to the benefit not 
only of its citizens, but also of the Union, including Greece, the blockade of which had 'prevented the 
realisation of Athens' political, economic and security interests'. 

VMRO-DPMNE MP Spasenovski, co-chair of the Joint Parliamentary Committee between the country and 
the EU, has sent a letter to a group of MEPs, including the rapporteur Thaler, stressing that Skopje should 
finally have a date for opening membership negotiations set. Mr Spasenovski recalled that the country was 
the first in the region to successfully complete the SAA negotiations and it was the fastest one in answering 
the Commission's questionnaire (3.5 months). Reminding of the concessions the country had made in the 
past in order to meet the demands of Greece (changes of the Constitution and the flag), the MP stressed 
that Skopje remained fully engaged in the process of finding a mutually acceptable solution to the name. 

Bilateral contacts 'left' the country without leadership 
Yesterday saw intensive simultaneous international activities of the state leadership, with the opposition and 
media concluding that once again, the three main officials (the PM, the President and the Speaker of 
Parliament) were abroad at the same time. Although there are no legal restrictions concerning the 
simultaneous absence of the state leadership, there is an informal rule that at least one of the highest 
officials should be in the country to take major decisions in the case of emergency. It turned out that the 
highest official yesterday was one of the three deputies of the Speaker - Jani Makraduli, member of the 
opposition SDSM (it was his turn to replace the Speaker this time). Mr Makraduli made a joke by reassuring 
the media that he would not take advantage of the situation to call early elections. PM Gruevski was in 
Ukraine (he said that excellent bilateral relations constituted a strategic partnership), President Ivanov in 
Montenegro (EU and NATO integration prevailed on the agenda) and Speaker Veljanoski in Canada 
(expressing gratitude for bilateral support and for the recognition of the constitutional name). 

Dilemmas on defamation of state officials
The case of a Bitola farmer who was fined with 400 euros for insulting PM Gruevski has raised the issue of 
the legal possibility for every citizen to be ordered to pay a financial penalty if the Ministry of Interior or a 
judge conclude that he/she has defamed a state institution (and thus breached the Law on Public Order). 
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Some experts drew a parallel with an unpopular law from the past that protected 'the personality and the 
deeds' of the former socialist leader Tito. They believe that the fining of the farmer is a bad indicator for the 
democracy in the country, and that politicians must increase their threshold of tolerance, since by deciding to 
enter the public sphere, they give their consent to be subject of public criticism. 

Lustration
DUI's leadership has concluded that the alleged files on their current officials' cooperation with the former 
secret services were aimed at undermining the political and social identity and integrity of the ethnic Albanian 
community, and at destabilising the country. The dossiers referred to DUI leader Ahmeti, Minister of Local 
Self-Government Xhaferi and MP Fazli Veliu (the Lustration Committee found the files for Messrs Xhaferi 
and Veliu counterfeit; the procedure is still underway for Mr Ahmeti). DUI announced it would file lawsuits 
against those who had forged the documents, thus indirectly pointing a finger at DPA, which insisted on the 
files being authentic. Drawing on their sources, Dnevnik reported that the nickname 'Ibar' actually belonged 
to an informant Alija Ahmedi, but part of his dossier had been forged and presented as a file for Ali Ahmeti. 

New law on organisation of state administration arouses controversy
The opposition has criticised the Law on Organisation of State Administration (currently in the first reading in 
Parliament), which foresees the Ministry for IT to be responsible for the public administration. SDSM found it 
'yet another experiment' of the government, as the idea of the IT Ministry managing 150,000 employees in 
the public and state administration was 'controversial and senseless'. Minister of Justice Manevski stated 
that with the transformation of the IT Ministry, the government would create a portfolio that would be 
responsible for the quality of the administration. He added that the proposal was a step towards the reforms 
that were requested by the EU. The opposition deems that these changes will lead to further politicisation of 
the public administration, which will in the future be managed by a political subject. 

Government - opposition exchange over 'Skopje 2014'
SDSM yesterday accused VMRO-DPMNE of destroying part of tender documentation relating to the 
controversial 'Skopje 2014' project in order to 'conceal the crime' committed in the selection of contractors 
and the embezzlement with taxpayers' money. VMRO-DPMNE rejected the allegations, saying that SDSM’s 
goal was to divert the public's attention from the ‘Hope’ case (a PR strategy ordered by former president 
Crvenkovski), which was worth 340,000 euros. 

Friday, 5 November 2010

Media/Front pages: The print media focus on various topics.

Progress report 
Dnevnik, which apparently has got hold of the text of the progress report, announced that the country 
would maintain the recommendation for opening membership negotiations; however, the assessments of 
reforms will be less favourable than in 2009, mainly because of the slow progress in the judiciary, the 
politicised administration and the undermined media freedom. According to the detailed cover page-article, 
the report would detect an 'uneven' progress (last year it was assessed as 'considerable'), with further efforts 
being required in all political areas (including the implementation of the Ohrid Framework Agreement, inter-
ethnic dialogue and decentralisation of power). The public administration will be subject of sharp criticism 
with a note that serious work is needed to ensure its transparency, professionalism and independence. The 
document detects 'limited' progress in the judiciary and certain progress in the fight against corruption, 
despite of the corruption still being widespread and verdicts not being presented for high-profile corruption 
cases. The incomplete anti-discrimination legislation will also be mentioned. The country will be assessed as 
advancing towards a functioning market economy, but concern will be voiced over the high unemployment 
rate and the shortcomings in the rule of law that reflect on the business climate. The report will level criticism 
concerning the freedom of expression (numerous cases of intimidation of journalists, strong influence of 
political and economic interests on the performance of the media etc.). The Commission will welcome the 
bilateral meetings on the name issue at highest level, with a recommendation that Skopje should refrain from 
statements and activities that might affect the good neighbourly relations. 

According to Utrinski Vesnik, Skopje would receive a 'pass mark' on its reform process. Nova Makedonija, 
based on forecasts of experts and analysts, says that the report would also take notice of the 1 July incident 
in Parliament, the government - the Constitutional Court wrangle, and the problems with schoolbooks. 
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Drawing on unnamed diplomatic sources, Alfa TV reported that the European Commission would probably 
attenuate its original remarks in the report in order to encourage Skopje to resolve the name issue. 
Reportedly, PM Gruevski requested it discreetly during last week's visit to Brussels, where he was 
convincing the EU officials that he was actively engaged in overcoming the dispute. 

Local NGOs ('Macedonian Centre for European Education' and the local branch of SOROS foundation) 
concluded that the report would bring more criticism than that of last year, even though President Barroso 
had announced that it would be 'positive'.  

Name issue 
The spokesperson of the Greek Foreign Ministry stated that a compromise on the name issue would hardly 
be reached before the NATO summit in Lisbon. He called on the government in Skopje to demonstrate 
preparedness for finding a mutually acceptable solution. 

Utrinski Vesnik reported that after Germany, Slovenia was also giving up the import of bottled wine from the 
country as a result of pressure from Greece, which insists that only it can export wine whose geographical 
region of origin is 'Macedonia'. This step is said to have been calling in question the existence of a number of 
wine cellars, which traditionally export bottled wine in EU countries, especially in Germany. Deputy Minister 
of Agriculture Ivanovski said that this pressure was 'tacitly supported by the EU', although it was contrary to 
the SAA and all the protocols signed between the country and the Union. Mr Ivanovski said that Greece's 
opposition to the use of 'Macedonia' on the labels of wine from the country is the reason why the Wine 
Protocol had not been signed yet. 

Lustration
DUI Secretary-General Ademi yesterday directly accused DPA of being behind the forged files on DUI 
officials' cooperation with the former secret services. He called on DPA to give up its 'dirty games' and to 
present a political programme instead. DPA refrained from making comments on these accusations. 

Government - opposition exchange over 'Skopje 2014'
SDSM yesterday presented further accusations against VMRO-DPMNE concerning the missing part of 
tender documentation relating to 'Skopje 2014' project (the party claims that documents were destroyed or 
stolen for projects worth 20M euros, which constitutes an 'unprecedented crime'). Minister of Culture 
Kančevska-Milevska denied the accusations (she will present her views at a press conference today). 

Surveys
UNDP's 2010 Human Development Report ranked the country the 71st on a scale of 169 countries, i.e. it 
remains in the ‘high human development’ category although the access to education and health lags behind.

In this year’s Doing Business Report 2011 of the World Bank, the country is best ranked among the 
countries of the region (38th out of 138 countries; a slight decrease – by two positions – from last year). 

Monday, 8 November 2010

Media/Front pages: The print media focus on various topics.

Progress report 
On the eve of the publication of the progress report, there is relatively low media coverage of its supposed 
content and main messages. Only a couple of newspapers focus on details from the document. 

Dnevnik, which claimed having got hold of the text and already presented a summary of its content, today 
analysed the assessments concerning the economic criteria, concluding that the country made either slight 
or no progress since the previous report, i.e. this period was marked by stagnation. According to the daily, 
general assessment in both reports is that the country could cope with pressure from the competition and the 
market forces in the Union in the medium term if it accelerates the implementation of the reform programme 
in order to reduce considerable structural weaknesses. Progress is noted in the areas of fiscal policy, 
balance of trade, handling the consequences from the global economic downturn, while criticism is levelled 
for the weaknesses in the judiciary that reflect in the business sector, the increase in public debt, the high 
unemployment and the low level of foreign investment. Pertaining to energy legislation, the report concludes 
that new energy strategies have been adopted and a new energy law is being prepared, but stresses that the 
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law should not only be enacted, but also implemented efficiently. Certain progress is also detected when it 
comes to free movement of goods, commercial legislation, financial services and agriculture, but no 
advancement is noted in the area of approximation of the legislation on direct and indirect taxation to that of 
the EU. The report recommends the country to prepare itself better for using the structural funds. In an 
editorial, Dnevnik's correspondent in Brussels said that although the recommendation for membership 
negotiations remains in the report, it includes more 'substantial' critical remarks than last year (two major 
areas – judiciary and administration – will receive unfavourable marks, and for the first time, the freedom of 
expression is considered problematic). The daily appealed to all political factors to go through the report 
without bias (and 'obsolete populism') and to seriously address the noted weaknesses. 

Utrinski Vesnik comments that although President Barroso announced the report as 'positive' (as part of the 
EU's strategy to encourage the country to find a compromise on the name issue), the document will bring 
substantial criticism. According to the daily, the paragraphs in the report that detect progress actually finish 
up with 'poisonous' criticism, 'which is a result of the (Commission's) efforts to maintain the recommendation 
while expressing discontent'. Utrinski says that the country will receive one more year of 'grace period' for 
resolving the name; if it does not happen, the current negative remarks might be used as grounds for 
revoking the recommendation, since both the recommendation and the EC's goodwill will expire at one point.  

Name issue
Addressing Diaspora representatives in Canada, Speaker of Parliament Veljanoski stated that Skopje 
remains firm on the position that the future compromise on the name must not call in question the national, 
cultural and linguistic identity. He said that there was a wide political consensus on this issue. 

In an interview for MIA news agency, Slovenian Foreign Minister Žbogar stated that Skopje had met 
conditions for NATO accession and for start of EU accession negotiations, 'but in reality, this requires prior 
settlement of the name dispute with Greece'. 

Visa liberalisation
The media reported that the EU is due to introduce mechanisms of control of visa liberalisation for the 
Western Balkans following the flow of asylum-seekers from the region in some of the member states. 

VMRO-DPMNE's spin-off organised anti-government gathering 
Up to 4,000 citizens attended yesterday's protest in Skopje organised by Ljube Boškoski's party 'United for 
Macedonia' against the government. At the gathering, which had been announced as 'November upheaval' 
and resembled an election rally, the former VMRO-DPMNE member and ex-ICTY indictee said that PM 
Gruevski had become 'the country's evil' and that he would be toppled at the next elections. Mr Boškoski 
said that the country must prepare for membership in NATO and the EU, stressing that 'each accession 
implies concessions' ('we have to accept the European rules of the game'). He accused the government of 
obstructing the protest by preventing his supporters to come to Skopje. 

'Hope' case
PM Gruevski yesterday assessed the recently revealed PR strategy of former President Crvenkovski as a 
proof of the 'hopelessness' of SDSM, which, in his view, had hired journalists and misused NGOs for 
discrediting Gruevski and VMRO-DPMNE. Mr Crvenkovski had stated that the strategy (developed by 
Slovene experts for 340,000 euros) was aimed to show how to thwart the government's 'detrimental and anti-
EU/NATO' policies. The NGOs that had been pointed out by VMRO-DPMNE as serving as 'propaganda 
tools' of SDSM repeatedly denied having any links with Mr Crvenkovski's strategy, saying that they were 
already set up when the former head of state contracted Slovene experts to draft the strategy. 

Lustration
After DUI accusation that DPA was behind the alleged files on DUI officials' cooperation with the former 
secret services, DPA leader Thaci called on his political rivals to initiate a court case on the matter. In an 
interview, Mr Thaci said that he had received those documents from a 'great power, i.e. from those who 
control the region and the world'. 

Government - opposition exchange over 'Skopje 2014'
On Friday, Minister of Culture Kančeska-Milevska rejected the allegations of SDSM's Igor Ivanovski that 20M 
euros-tender documentation relating to the project Skopje 2014 had disappeared. She explained that the 
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missing documents referred to the period of 2004-2006 and that this had no financial implications on the 
'Skopje 2014' projects. She said she would file a lawsuit against Mr Ivanovski.

Tuesday, 9 November 2010

Media/Front pages: The print media focus on visa and progress report issues. 

Progress report 
A few hours before the release of the European Commission's report on the country's progress, the media 
only list the areas for which critical remarks are expected (judiciary, public administration, freedom of speech, 
fight against corruption…), noting that despite decelerated reforms in some key areas, the report would 
maintain the recommendation for opening membership negotiations with Skopje. 

In response to journalists' questions, PM Gruevski yesterday stated that he expected the report to 
realistically reflect the achievements and to reaffirm last year's recommendation for negotiations. 'It is 
realistic that the report will note progress and some shortcomings. The government will use the identified 
weaknesses to draft an action plan, which will be our guidelines towards making a breakthrough in 2011. 
The general assessment, i.e. whether it will be positive or negative and whether it will confirm last year’s 
recommendation for start of accession talks, is far more important', Mr Gruevski said. 

Visa liberalisation 
The media covered widely (and on front pages) yesterday's decision of EU justice and home affairs ministers 
to introduce mechanisms of control of visa liberalisation for the Western Balkans in response to flows of 
asylum-seekers in some of the member states. The decision was perceived as a message that the visa free-
regime might be suspended and even annulled if the number of economic immigrants continued to increase. 
Foreign Minister Milošoski stated that the country had defined measures that were already applied in the 
individual cases of abuse of the visa-free travel; in addition, it had 'excellent' cooperation with EU member 
states. In Mr Milošoski's view, this is a guarantee that the rules of the visa free-regime will be respected.

Name issue
After meeting his counterpart Milošoski in Skopje yesterday, Polish Foreign Minister Sikorski stressed that 
Poland as future holder of the Presidency of the EU strives for the Union's enlargement towards the Western 
Balkans and for settlement of the name dispute. 

VMRO-DPMNE – NGOs/MEPs relations
VMRO-DPMNE yesterday continued its campaign of identifying NGOs that are 'linked' to SDSM by pointing
the finger at the 'Macedonian Centre for European Training' (MCET). At a press conference, this NGO 
was called 'yet another installation' of the local branch of the SOROS foundation (which, according to VMRO-
DPMNE, advocates SDSM's ideas), since the two organisations cooperated on projects relating to trainings 
and EU briefings for journalists. Ms Lidija Dimova, president of the MCET, replied that this NGO was equally 
critical towards the previous SDSM-led government and that they had even trained members of VMRO-
DPMNE (now MPs) to criticise the inadequate policies of that government. According to Špic, Ms Dimova 
called on VMRO-DPMNE to reveal 'why they had rejected a date for negotiations in 2006 when Italian PM 
Prodi intended to put Skopje on the agenda of the Finnish Presidency'. No details further were provided. 

SDSM sources stated for Nova Makedonija that VMRO-DPMNE was behind the recent reports in the 
Slovene press on the European Parliament's rapporteur Thaler 'taking the side' of Greece in the name 
dispute and on him cooperating better with the opposition than with the government in Skopje. In an article 
entitled 'MEPs also divided into patriots and traitors', the daily quoted unnamed sources in Brussels as 
saying that it was regrettable that the government was making enemies out of their friends in the EU, who 
appeal with good intentions to the government to resolve the name issue. Mr Thaler stated that he worked in 
the interests of the country's EU integration and that he did not want to be involved in inter-party clashes. 

Government - opposition exchange over 'Skopje 2014'
SDSM called on Minister of Culture Kančeska-Milevska to resign due to missing documentation from the 
‘Skopje 2014’ project or the party would initiate a vote of no-confidence in her in Parliament. According to the 
Minister, the case is closed since all documents were presented to the public. She filed a defamation lawsuit 
against SDSM's Igor Ivanovski for his claims that 20M euros-tender documentation had disappeared. 
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Lustration
PM Gruevski yesterday denied having been informed beforehand about the alleged files on DUI officials' 
cooperation with the former secret services (as suggested by DPA leader Thaci). Mr Thaci, who claimed that 
the dossiers were also in possession of DUI leader Ahmeti, Speaker of Kosovo Parliament Krasniqi and 
SDSM leader Crvenkovski, suspected that the PM might have hided the files in order to protect his coalition 
partner. Vreme speculated that Mr Ahmeti suspected that the files had been written in the PM's office and 
then submitted to DPA, with the goal of humiliating DUI and putting it under full control of VMRO-DPMNE.  

Wednesday, 10 November 2010

Media/Front pages: The print media focus on the progress report. 

Progress report 
As expected, the content of the progress report made the headlines in all media outlets, which highlighted 
the sentences that Commissioner Füle used at the press conference to convey the report’s main 
messages: the country continues to sufficiently fulfil the political criteria and the Commission reiterates its 
recommendation that membership negotiations should be opened. However, this requires a consensus of all 
member states and the resolving of the name issue under the auspices of UN remains essential. 

Most media provided detailed reviews of the report, stressing its critical remarks for the areas of judiciary 
(contentious role of the Minister of Justice in the Judicial Council, recruitment of new judges is still not being 
done from the graduates of the Academy for Training of Judges and Prosecutors, VMRO-DPMNE's criticism 
of the Constitutional Court's rulings …), public administration (inefficient and politicised, with many examples 
of employment on the basis of political affiliation rather than on merits), freedom of expression (defamation 
lawsuits against journalists and cases of intimidation) and fight against corruption. A1 TV found it 'surprising' 
that the country was spared from sharp criticism concerning the political dialogue, although concerns were 
raised over government’s obstructions to the work of the National EU Integration Council, the non-functioning 
of the Committee for Inter-Ethnic Affairs and the 1 July incident in Parliament. The manner of surveillance of 
communication is seen as not being in line with the EU standards and the anti-discrimination legislation as 
incomplete. The economic part includes remarks about high unemployment, the anti-monopolistic policy, 
social dialogue and the energy sector, while progress is noted in the monetary and trade policy, 
microeconomic stability, business legislation, protection of industrial and copy rights… Kanal 5 TV sharply 
criticised the absence of the adjective ‘Macedonian’ in all references to the language (‘it seems that Greece 
had managed to convince the EC that there is no Macedonian identity’, i.e. the country 'is losing the battle 
over the name in the EU institutions’). Vreme noted that unlike last year’s ‘considerable’ progress, this year’s 
report detects only 'partial' or 'limited' progress. According to Alsat-M TV, the EC has put the country in the 
group of ‘problematic’ states in the region because of the pending name dispute.

PM Gruevski voiced content with the ‘positive’ document, saying that it had identified different levels of 
progress in 'all areas'. He admitted that there were numerous remarks, but said that they would be used as
guidelines for future steps. Mr Gruevski said he was especially satisfied with the recognition for the reforms 
in economy (in particular with the handling of the consequences from the global economic downturn), police, 
fight against corruption, education, statistics, information society…, and that 'no chapter included remarks 
about backsliding or stagnation'. Concerning the main obstacle to the start of negotiations – the name, the 
PM said that Greece insisted on changes to ‘our constitutional name and identity’; however, ‘we remain 
constructive and dedicated to finding a solution, hoping that Greece will show equal interest’.

At the press point with the PM and in two TV interviews, Ambassador Fouéré welcomed the government’s 
announcement that they would draft action plans for those areas and encouraged the PM to include all 
parties and the civil society in the reform process. Mr Fouéré, apart from listing the areas that require 
additional work, stated that the messages of Commissioner Füle were also aimed at encouraging the 
government to find a solution to the name issue, which is about the name of the country and not the identity.

The country’s rapporteur in the EP, MEP Thaler, stated that this year’s report was less favourable than that 
of last year. He agreed that the report should be seen as warning to both Skopje and Athens that if the name 
is not resolved soon, the country would be unjustly lagging behind the rest of the region.  

Today’s editions of Dnevnik and Koha dailies published an article of Commissioner Füle, in which he 
highlighted the benefits from the country’s further progress towards EU membership, encouraging the PMs 
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of the country and Greece to resolve the name issue and thus enable the member states to endorse the 
Commission’s recommendation on opening membership negotiations. 

DUI’s Ermira Mehmeti stated that the political parties should seriously address the name issue. In her view, 
the country was moving towards a stage in which the political elite, and the ethnic Albanian political parties in 
particular, 'will probably have to find ways to address the challenges, as well as to respond to the 
expectations and the atmosphere that were created in the country by taking into consideration that a status 
quo situation would produce stagnation’. 

The 'Macedonian Centre for European Training' NGO (MCET) called for a public debate on the progress 
report that would include all stakeholders from the society.

Other name-related developments
In an interview for the Athens-based Hellenic Foundation for European & Foreign Policy (ELIAMEP), 
President Ivanov stated that Greece was constantly radicalising its positions in order to put off the 
resolution of the name issue. He reiterated that the future compromise must not affect the identity of the 
citizens; 'hence, geographic connotations seem incompatible with this basic principle'. Meanwhile, Greek 
Foreign Minister Droutsas stated that despite the crisis, Greece would not make concessions on 'the 
national issues'. 

Following recent reports on Slovenia giving up the import of bottled wine from the country as a result of 
pressure from Greece, Slovenian Minister of Agriculture Židan yesterday stated that there had never been 
problems with wine carrying the label 'Made in Macedonia' (as a reference to the country and not to the 
geographical region of Macedonia, which has already been registered in the EU as a regional denominator 
by Greece). 

Lustration
The Lustration Committee yesterday discussed the reliability of the alleged file referring to DUI leader 
Ahmeti's cooperation with secret services and drew the same conclusion as in the case of the alleged 
dossiers on two other current DUI officials – that it is irrelevant as it does not include original documents. 

Thursday, 11 November 2010

Media/Front pages: The print media focus on the progress report. 

Progress report – aftermath 
The progress report remains the dominant topic in the media, with its main messages yesterday being 
slightly overshadowed by the 'discovery' of some pro-government media and the authorities that the report 
did not use the adjective 'Macedonian' when referring to the language (it used 'state language' instead). 

The raising of the language issue by President Ivanov and VMRO-DPMNE MPs (some newspapers saw it as 
a clear attempt by the government to distract the public's attention from the serious remarks concerning the 
state of play in the areas of judiciary, public administration and freedom of expression) affected (only to 
some extent, though) the media coverage of Ambassador Fouéré's presentation of the report at a 
separate press conference and at a joint session of the parliamentary committees on foreign and EU affairs, 
and of the National EU Integration Council. Mr Fouéré drew a parallel between the reports of this and last 
year, thus showing different perception of the achievements than that of the government, which keeps 
claiming vigorously that this was 'the second positive EC report in a row'. In 2009, significant progress was 
made in two chapters (visa policy and customs), which is not the case with any police area in 2010. Last 
year, good progress was noted in 11 areas, while this year in only six. Limited, uneven and partial progress 
in 2009 was registered in four policy areas and in 2010 in eight. This was highlighted by all media, along with 
the remarks about the lack of consistent reform efforts, the media freedom and the recent attacks from 
government representatives on some NGOs, including ones that have been promoting public debate on EU 
integration. 'By calling in question the integrity of these NGOs, one questions the legitimacy of the values 
that they promote and they are the values of the EU', Mr Fouéré stressed, appealing to the government to 
refrain from any attacks on the civil society, which has a vital role in the country's EU integration. 
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In response to VMRO-DPMNE MPs' request to provide clarification on the absence of the term 
'Macedonian language' in the report (in their view, the exclusion of terms ‘Macedonian people’ and 
‘Macedonian language’ and use of formulations such as ‘the people of that country’ and ‘the language of the 
fYRoM citizens’ means that the EC favours Greece in the name issue), Mr Fouéré apologised for the 
misunderstanding, stressing that Brussels had not changed its policy and that it followed UN guidelines. 

The media noted that the adjective 'Macedonian' has been avoided also in the past four years; however, as 
Dnevnik put it, the government failed to react last year, as it apparently did not want to darken the 'wonderful 
gift' (the recommendation for membership negotiations). 'Instead of debating the disastrous situation (in 
some areas), the country will now be debating about the adjective Macedonian and the Whore of Babylon, 
which is again taking the side of Greece… Instead of reflecting on the severe criticism… we will return to our 
favourite topic – how much the EU hates us and how much it tends to deface us', the daily concluded 
sarcastically. Utrinski Vesnik also commented that the 'arrogant call' from President Ivanov to Ambassador 
Fouéré was meant to shift the emphasis from the real problems to other issues. 'Instead of explaining (the 
reasons for the problems), President Ivanov and VMRO-DPMME applauded to themselves, hoping that there 
are still naïve citizens who will forget about their (empty) pockets and journalists who will forget that the 
country walks in place for the sixth year in a row, while the rest of the region moves forward', Utrinski wrote, 
adding that 'pushing for a political clash with Brussels' is 'suicidal' for the country's citizens and for its 
negotiation position with Greece. On the other hand, Nova Makedonija found unconvincing Ambassador 
Fouéré's explanation about the 'misunderstanding' over the adjective ('if he really wanted to apologise, he 
would have assessed it as a mistake that would be removed in a new version of the report'). The daily 
concluded that had the EU abided by its thesis that 'the identity is sacred and not negotiable', the country 
would have already been part of the Union. 
DPM Naumovski and the ministers of interior, foreign affairs, justice and economy made separate 
statements in which they expressed content with the 'different level of progress detected in all chapters' and 
with the assessments on their respective areas. (Vreme recalled that Minister of Justice Manevski was the 
only government member mentioned by name in the report for his 'worrying' role in the Judicial Council). 

Name issue
Commissioner Füle was quoted as calling (in the European Parliament) on Skopje and Athens to resolve 
the name issue in the spirit of good neighbourly relations, 'bearing in mind the overall interests, including the 
general European interests'. 'I hope Mr Papandreou will understand how much this issue reflects his position 
on EU integration of the Western Balkans countries', Mr Füle said, adding that PM Gruevski should know 
that 'there is no plan B for his country'. The Commissioner said that he and President Barroso were ready to 
engage in the process if they were asked to, but he added that as long as the process was led by the two 
PMs, he was optimistic that agreement would be reached in the near future. In an interview for A1 TV, Mr 
Füle reiterated that resolution of the name remains essential for opening membership negotiations. 

SAAC requested criminal prosecution of former president Crvenkovski
The State Anti-Corruption Commission (SAAC) yesterday decided to ask the Public Prosecution Service to 
launch criminal procedures against former head of state Crvenkovski for having spent 340,000 euros on a 
PR strategy without respecting procedures for public procurement. According to the SAAC, the Law on 
Public Procurement has been violated thus entailing illegal and unrestricted spending of funds. Mr 
Crvenkovski replied that this decision was a result of the government's pressure on the SAAC. 

End of Presidency with CoE
The country wrapped up its six-month-presidency with the CoE Committee of Ministers and handed over the 
chairmanship to Turkey. Foreign Minister Milošoski said that the presidency focused on increasing the 
protection of human rights, enhancing the integration by respecting diversities and promoting youth 
cooperation. 

Friday, 12 November 2010

Media/Front pages: The print media focus on the progress report. 

Progress report – aftermath 
DPM Naumovski yesterday reiterated his view that the progress report was positive as, in comparison with 
last year, it brought 'either the same or better (by 66%) assessments' and did not detect backslides in any 
policy area. At a press conference held with his associates from the Secretariat for European Affairs and 
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from all line ministries, Mr Naumovski figuratively described the country's progress on the road to the EU by 
saying that if it last year reached Budapest, this year it advanced to Vienna. The media found this perception 
different than that of Ambassador Fouéré, who refrained from qualifying the report as 'positive' or 'negative' 
and instead presented figures that indicated that the 2009 report had identified more progress than that of 
this year. Mr Naumovski said that if there were regress in reforms, the European Commission would have 
revoked its recommendation for negotiations. He said that Mr Fouéré and all ambassadors of EU member 
states were 'allies and friends' who intended to help the country to achieve its priority objective - EU 
membership.  

Utrinski Vesnik commented that after the release of the progress report, the country seems to have 
expanded its 'list of enemies' with Ambassador Fouéré and the EC (especially because of the absence of the 
'Macedonian language' in the report). The daily wondered why the government was trying to provoke 'clash' 
with Brussels only one month before the meeting of the European Council, which will discuss the 
recommendation for negotiations. Drawing on unnamed sources in Brussels, Utrinski said that one of the 
options is that this is a result of the government in Skopje and some member states that oppose the EU's 
enlargement having similar interests - to have the country's EU integration process delayed. 

Kanal 5 TV reported that Ambassador Fouéré was 'left alone' by his superiors in Brussels in his apology for 
the misunderstanding over the avoidance of the adjective 'Macedonian' in all references to the language 
in the report. Mr Fouéré stated that the use of 'state language' instead of 'Macedonian' did not imply any 
changes in the EU's policy on the subject and that it only followed UN guidelines. However, as Kanal 5
stressed it, the UN has registered the language as 'Macedonian'. 

Other progress report/name-related developments 
The Greek Foreign Ministry was quoted as saying that the progress report for the northern neighbour had 
actually issued a 'clear warning' that the implementation of certain reforms was overdue. 'This issue also 
concerns us as we want the country to move towards the EU…The neighbouring country should be aware 
that Greece will be its most important ally during the difficult integration process', said the Ministry's 
spokesperson. According to him, the exclusion of the term ‘Macedonian language’ in the report reflected the 
EC evaluation that all EU institutions should observe a certain practice for use of terms in their texts. 

In a reply to the recent letter from MP Aleksandar Spasenovski, co-chairperson of the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee between the country and the EU, the EP rapporteur for the country Zoran Thaler voiced hope 
that the EU would be more active in resolving the longstanding name dispute, but he reckoned that perhaps 
the time had come to seek a new mechanism for finding a solution ('possible arbitrary mechanism'). 

Mr Daniel Serwer from the US Institute of Peace and by UN representative and former EUSR in Skopje 
Søren Jessen-Petersen published a joint article in New York Times (entitled 'The Balkans can still be lost’), 
recommending NATO to insist that Greece observe its 1995 agreement and to accept Skopje under the 
temporary reference. 'Provided that Skopje confirms its readiness to add a geographical modifier to its name, 
it is time also for the EU to give it a date for accession talks, a move that would further stabilise the country 
and also create a strong incentive for Skopje and Athens to come to an agreement', reads the article, which 
was enthusiastically welcomed by the pro-government daily Večer.

Monday, 15 November 2010

Media/Front pages: The print media focus on the progress report. 

Progress report – aftermath 
In the wake of the release of the progress report, government representatives continued to present the 
document as 'positive', since it had not detected backsliding in any of the policy areas. At the annual 
assembly of the European Business Association on Friday, DPM Peševski stated that the European 
Commission had identified advancement in all chapters. He stressed that in developing its policies, the 
government relied not only on the EC's report, but also on the measures recommended by other relevant 
international organisations and the domestic business community. In what was seen by the media as 
different assessment of the state of play in the economy, Ambassador Fouéré listed the main obstacles to 
the business development (weak legal framework, sluggish judiciary, incompetent regulatory bodies, lack of 
efficient implementation of laws, corruption, low level of foreign investment, poor infrastructure…). He 
appealed to all political parties to use the report as guidance for developing their future activities. EBA 
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President Günter Ofner said that the country's economic problems should be resolved in cooperation with 
European institutions. 

The progress report and its remarks seem to have inspired Dnevnik to come up with an article about the 
weakening of the Secretariat for EU Integration (SEA), mainly because numerous experienced and 
trained employees, who had taken part in the successful answering of the Questionnaire in 2005 and in the 
visa liberalisation process, either left the SEA or were demoted and left without any responsibilities. Former 
DPM Šekerinska stated that the current SEA staff would not be able to lead membership negotiations, which 
is 'an exercise that requires ten times more expertise than the Questionnaire'. The SEA denied the claims 
that their professionals were 'marginalised' and replaced with 'party soldiers', given that the current team 
managed to ensure another positive progress report and to confirm the recommendation for negotiations. 

Vreme quoted Ms Lidija Gavrilovska, Director of the Directorate for Execution of Sanctions, as saying that 
Ambassador Fouéré had been visiting the penitentiary institutions in the country without prior permission 
from the Directorate. The daily commented that this accusation was 'a continuation of the verbal war that the 
government had declared to EU senior representatives some time ago'. The EU Delegation clarified that Mr 
Fouere had visited prisons only upon invitation of the Ombudsman, and not at his own initiative. The 
conditions in the penitentiary institutions were subject of sharp criticism in the progress report. 

Speaking on condition of anonymity for Utrinski Vesnik, graduates from the Academy for Training of 
Judges and Prosecutors rejected Minister of Justice Manevski's claims that they were not interested in 
applying for job outside the capital. The graduates suspect that it was tactics of the government aimed at 
prolonging the implementation of the current legislation (valid until the end of 2011), which stipulate that 
training by the Academy is not required for 50% of the elected judges. As of 2012, all judges should be 
elected from the Academy graduates. 

After the 'disappearance' of the 'Macedonian language' from the EC's progress report (which was making 
the headlines last week), the term seem to have been removed also from the country's official document in 
the register of UN member states. This prompted speculation that the 'Macedonian' had been removed from 
the language graph at the order of a Greek diplomat who was powerful enough to make changes in the 
register. The opposition and some media outlets found this development a 'new defeat' for the country's 
diplomacy and the state leadership. Following a fierce reaction from the Foreign Ministry, UN Sec-Gen Ban 
Ki-moon is said to have issued an official apology, promising that the mistake would be corrected. 

Other EU-related issues
According to Vest, the growing number of asylum-seekers, mainly Roma, from the country and Serbia 
(some 3,000 in the first nine months of 2010) has also rung alarm bells in Germany, which is even more 
worried because of the upcoming entry into force of visa liberalisation for BiH and Albania. 

Census 
New Democracy yesterday staged a protest against the draft Law on Census, which foresees conduct of the 
census in April. The protesters demanded that the census be held in summer, which would enable 
registration of the Diaspora. ND leader Selmani called on DUI not to vote in favour of the law. DUI replied 
that nothing could be achieved by boycott, except that it would decrease the number of ethnic Albanians.

Lustration
The Administrative Court has rejected the lawsuit filed by former Constitutional Court President Ivanovski 
against the Lustration Committee, which concluded that Mr Ivanovski had cooperated with former secret 
services. Mr Ivanovski, who will contest the verdict before the Supreme Court, said that the fact that he had 
learned about the verdict from pro-government media proved the political dimension of his case. He 
concluded that because of his political impartiality, his case was not subject of 'political bargaining' as in 
some other lustration cases (DUI officials). 

Trade union of journalists formed
The first ever Independent Trade Union of Journalists and Media Workers was established in Skopje last 
week. The Trade Union will represent the interests of all employees in the media sector, as well as the 
persons who work as independent journalists and photojournalists. It will also strive for advancement of the 
working conditions and the journalist standards in the media. Ms Tamara Causidis was appointed President. 
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Tuesday, 16 November 2010

Media/Front pages: The print media focus on various topics, including the name issue. 

Name issue ('Macedonian language')
The 'Macedonian language' reappeared last night in the register of UN member states after it had been 
removed from the graph on the country's state language last week. The correction was made after the 
Foreign Ministry had reacted to the cabinet of UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, which reassured Skopje 
that they had not changed their position to refer to the language as 'Macedonian'. 

Former foreign minister Slobodan Čašule (VMRO-DPMNE) deems that the obliteration of the 
'Macedonian language' in the UN register and the European Commission's progress report has only proved 
Greece's lack of political will to come to an agreement on the name. University professor Stevo 
Pendarovski doubts that the erasing was a technical mistake or an error done 'at a lower bureaucratic level'; 
he believes that it was rather a result of 'silent diplomatic lobbying', while the country's diplomats in New York 
and their superiors in Skopje have apparently 'overslept' it. An unnamed local analyst suggested for 
Utrinski Vesnik that there was a possible 'link' between the detected absence of the 'Macedonian' language 
in the EC's report and its obliteration from the UN register (news about the obliteration arrived only one day 
after Ambassador Fouéré apologised for the misunderstanding and explained that the EU was following the 
UN guidelines). Utrinski criticised the clumsy foreign policy of the government that led to the country losing 
the diplomatic battle over the name (the government is 'tangled in its own spider web about the ancient 
identity', which proved to be a failed strategy, and now they are not able to find the way out). 

DPM Naumovski appealed to all international organisations to respect the dignity of the country and its 
people, saying that employees of international organisations from 'a certain country' had repeatedly 
attempted to 'harm our dignity and identity' over the past 20 years. 

Other name-related developments 
NATO Secretary-General Rasmussen was widely quoted as making clear that Skopje would not receive a 
membership invitation at the upcoming summit of NATO in Lisbon, since no new developments were 
expected in the process of seeking a solution to the name issue. 

According to DUI leader Ahmeti, the name issue was rather sensitive and 'when emotions are involved, 
politics cannot produce proper results in due time'. Mr Ahmeti called on NATO and the EU to 'engage in 
order to put an end to this emotive history'.

The Democratic Union, member of the government coalition, called on President Ivanov to organise a 
leaders' meeting for building a joint platform on integration into NATO and EU (including the name issue). DU 
leader Trajanov believes that after the Lisbon Summit and the European Council's session in December, 'the 
situation in the country will become more complex unless we present a clear standpoint'. The state 
leadership replied that a leaders’ meeting should be called only in case of new developments on the name.

Other EU-related developments
Ambassador Fouéré yesterday presented the progress report to the Economic and Social Council, singling 
out the unemployment and the increasing number of persons who live below the poverty line as key 
challenges for the government. Mr Fouéré expects the announced government's action plan to address all 
areas where shortcomings were noted, as well as to increase budget funds for socially-threatened groups. 
He also encouraged the government to reflect EU standards in the anti-discrimination legislation. 

Ombudsman Ixhet Memeti yesterday confirmed that he and Ambassador Fouéré had been visiting 
penitentiary institutions together on annual basis. This was a response to the claims of Director for 
Execution of Sanctions Gavrilovska that Mr Fouéré visited prisons without prior permission from her 
Directorate. The EU Delegation clarified that the visits were done only upon invitation of the Ombudsman. 
Dnevnik criticised the 'intention' of the Ministry of Justice to hold Mr Fouéré responsible for the appalling 
conditions that he witnessed in the prisons. The daily said that Ms Gavrilovska had forgotten to mention the 
result of Mr Fouéré's visit – after his remarks, the inmates from the semi-open ward, where the conditions 
were the worst, were transferred to other parts of the Idrizovo prison. 
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The opposition unleashed a torrent of criticism against Minister of Justice Manevski at yesterday's plenary 
session dedicated to the package of laws in judiciary. Stressing the remarks about the judiciary in the EC's 
progress report, SDSM MPs said that Mr Manevski's immediate resignation would be 'the best reform ever'. 

Wednesday, 17 November 2010

Media/Front pages: The print media focus on various topics, including the name issue. 

Name issue ('Macedonian language')
The state leadership yesterday stated that the reinstating of the Macedonian language in the register of UN 
member states was a result of a 'successful coordinated diplomatic action'. The correction was made a few 
days after the Foreign Ministry had reacted to the cabinet of UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon for the 
obliteration of the adjective in the language graph. Foreign Minister Milošoski said that 'nationalist (Greek) 
diplomats, who tried to harm the Macedonian identity in a subversive manner' were behind the erasing of 
term; however, this development would be an additional motive for Skopje to further promote its emblems 
and to defend its identity. President Ivanov assessed the temporary removal of the term as a 'perfidious 
game' and a 'serious indicator' of what the country had been facing since its independence. He gave credit to 
the 'united' reaction and stressed that the country 'will not yield before no one who will try to take away our 
identity'. Mr Ivanov reaffirmed that Skopje remained devoted to finding a solution to the name issue under 
the UN auspices. DOM leader Liljana Popovska (member of the government coalition) yesterday launched a 
petition against discrimination of the nation and the language, which will be submitted to UNESCO. Dnevnik 
found the statements of the state leadership yet another attempt by the government to present its defeats as 
victories. Losing the support from the international organisations in the name issue is a result of the 
politicised and inexperienced diplomats, who managed to score 'defeats on all battlefields', reads the daily. 

Opinion poll
The public's support for the country's integration into NATO and EU remains rather high (80%), but the 
majority of citizens remain reluctant to the integration being made conditional on changing of the name, 
showed the latest opinion poll conducted by the Skopje based-Institute for Political Research. The majority of 
citizens would reject a proposal for a new name even if all relevant political parties supported it. As many as 
46.6% consider the European Commission's progress report positive, 28.4% negative, while 25.4% 
provided no answer. When it comes to ratings, VMRO-DPMNE remains in the lead (23%), followed by SDSM 
(11.5%), DUI (6.5%), DPA (2.9%) and New Democracy (1.4%). However, 27.6% say they would not vote if 
elections were held tomorrow and 24.4% are undecided or not willing to answer. PM Gruevski still tops the 
list of most popular politicians (23.5%), followed by SDSM's Crvenkovski (9.2%), DUI's Ahmeti (6.8%), DPA's 
Thaci (3.4%) and ND's Selmani (2.3%). Some 32% of the citizens do not trust any politician. 

Other EU-related issues
In a lecture at FON University, Ambassador Fouéré yesterday stated that the shortcomings noted in the 
EC's progress report should not be underestimated. He stressed that the report, which objectively depicts the 
state of play in the country, is not a textbook or an exam, but guidance for the government future activities. 
Mr Fouéré expressed hope that now the dust had settled (after the debate on the absence of 'Macedonian' 
language in the report) and that all state institutions would focus on the content of the report. He appealed 
for the name issue not to be used as an excuse for the unfulfilled reforms. Asked about the criticism against 
him by some government representatives and pro-government media, the Ambassador voiced concern over 
'the personalisation of the politics' and 'the tone of vindictiveness in the political discourse' in the country, 
which indicated that there was fear among citizens to openly express their views. 

Mr Fouéré yesterday took part in the March of Tolerance on the streets of Skopje. The organisers (Helsinki 
Committee) appealed especially for a greater political tolerance. Some 100 people joined the march (mainly 
NGO activists, a couple of ambassadors and few MPs, but no representatives of VMRO-DPMNE or DUI).

Ambassador Fouéré handed over to the Customs Administration a 300,000 euro-donation from the EU of 
equipment for detection of drugs and explosives, along with vehicles for transportation of customs canines. 

'Hope' case 
SDSM leader Crvenkovski yesterday publicly apologised to Slovenian PM Pahor for his name being 
mentioned in the media in the context of the ‘Hope’ case. While holding the position of head of state, Mr 
Crvenkovski paid 340,000 euros to Slovene PR experts for developing a strategy on how to thwart 
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government's policies. Ms Ana Pavlovska-Daneva, president of SDSM Central Board, recently stated in a TV 
debate that the experts had been hired at the recommendation from Mr Pahor, which made Slovene media 
investigate his possible involvement in the case, which is being processed by the Public Prosecution 
Service. The State Anti-Corruption Commission already concluded that Mr Crvenkovski's cabinet had 
breached the Law on Public Procurement by hiring the experts without launching a tender. SDSM claims that 
political motives are behind this case. 

Lustration 
DPA leader Thaci yesterday threatened to 'lustrate' Lustration Commission President Adžiev by revealing 
evidence that he had received huge amounts of money on his bank accounts in the recent period. Mr Thaci 
seems to have suggested that Mr Adžiev had been bribed in order to arrive at certain verdicts on the alleged 
files involving senior DUI officials. 

Thursday, 18 November 2010

Media/Front pages: The print media focus on various topics, including the name issue. 

Name issue
In a phone conversation with UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon, Foreign Minister Milošoski stated that it 
would be 'helpful' if mediator Nimetz could visit Skopje and Athens soon in a bid to give an additional 
impulse to the bilateral talks on the name. Mr Milošoski underlined that Skopje was committed to resolving 
the dispute and was willing to increase the dynamics of the UN-sponsored process. Following the latest 
round of talks in September, Mr Nimetz stated that he would officially table a new proposal only upon making 
sure that both parties would find it acceptable. In reference to the temporary obliteration of the Macedonian 
language from the register of UN member states, Mr Ban Ki-moon reassured Mr Milošoski that the UN firmly 
abided by the principle of not alternating national references of its members. 

The MP groups of few smaller opposition parties (NSDP, the Liberal Party and New Alternative) yesterday 
called on the Speaker of Parliament Veljanoski to implement the Resolution on Defining a State Strategy on 
the Name Issue, adopted in 2008. Saying that Parliament failed to observe the acts which had adopted itself, 
these parties noted that instead of a state strategy, the past couple of years were marked with allegations 
among political parties that only harmed the country's positions in the UN-led negotiations on the name. 

Lustration
Another alleged file on DUI leader Ahmeti's cooperation with former secret services reached the Lustration 
Committee yesterday. This time it suggested that Mr Ahmeti was involved in the events in Brodec in 2007 
(police undertook a wide operation against armed gangs, which resulted in six criminals being killed and 13 
others being arrested). According to what appears to be a questionable file, Mr Ahmeti encouraged the 
groups to start clashes in the Tetovo region but then revealed their plans to the authorities. In addition, he is 
mentioned as an informant of Serbian and Croatian intelligence. The dossier was submitted by a relative of 
one of the convicts for the Brodec case, but the Lustration Committee is not likely to process it as it consists 
of photocopied documents. DUI reacted by appealing to DPA to stop 'fabricating' dossiers. 

Legal issues
At yesterday's debate on the changes to the Electoral Code proposed by the Ministry of Justice, Minister 
Manevski stated that they were designed to introduce legal mechanisms for regulation of funding of 
campaign, to define the start/end of the election campaign and the competences of the Broadcasting 
Council, as well as to further regulate the voting by citizens who work or stay abroad. SDSM criticised 
VMRO-DPMNE and the ethnic Albanian parties for being absent from the debate.

Parliament yesterday enacted the new Law on Criminal Procedure. In the future, instead of an 
investigative judge, a public prosecutor will run and order criminal procedures. The deadline for completion 
of an investigation is six months. Twelve separate investigative measures have also been introduced such 
as tracking of communications and simulation of bribe aimed at tackling cases of organised crime. 

Minister of Transport Janakieski has criticised the Constitutional Court for annulling a few articles in the Law 
on Transport, which stipulated that companies can be granted transport licences only upon paying all taxes 
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and pay roll contributions for their employees. Mr Janakieski said that these articles were enacted in order to 
align the local legislation to the EU directives. 

Defrocked MOC bishop detained at Bulgarian-Serbian border
Defrocked bishop Jovan of the Macedonian Orthodox Church (Zoran Vraniškovski) was detained yesterday 
at the Bulgarian-Serbian border on the basis of a warrant issued by the country. It is still uncertain whether 
he will be extradited to Skopje, as he probably also has Serbian citizenship. In October 2009, Vraniškovski
was found guilty of embezzling 250,000 euros of Church funds. Previously, Vraniškovski spent more than 
two years in prison for spreading religious hatred and misusing a church donation. The former bishop is now 
the leader of the self-proclaimed church 'Orthodox Ohrid Archbishopric', whose registration has been 
repeatedly rejected by the courts because its name to a great extent coincides with that of the MOC.

Friday, 19 November 2010

Media/Front pages: The print media focus on various topics. 

Census 
The partners in the government coalition seem to have ironed out differences over the draft Law on Census. 
VMRO-DPMNE and DUI yesterday decided to withdraw their respective amendments without explaining the 
reasons, which made the opposition suspect that contentious political bargaining was behind this step.
SDSM MP Bučkovski found it suspicious that some articles in the draft law allowed registration of people 
who do not have citizenship certificates. At the session of the Committee for Political System, Minister of 
Justice Manevski rejected all amendments submitted by SDSM and New Democracy.

Name issue
Foreign Minister Milošoski yesterday assessed as 'an old-fashioned nationalism' the stance of Greek 
President Papoulias that Skopje's firm position on the name kept the country out of NATO and the EU. Mr 
Milošoski recalled that it was Mr Papoulias who had signed, in his capacity of foreign minister, the bilateral 
interim accord in 1995 (it stipulates that Greece should not impede the northern neighbour's integration into 
international organisations under the provisional reference). 

Commissioner Füle was quoted as expressing optimism about resolution of the name issue and about the 
country's EU integration. Concerning the use of 'state language' instead of the Macedonian language in the 
progress report, Mr Füle said that the European Commission had employed the formulation used in last 
year's report. 'The manner in which we treat this issue is within the frameworks of the enlargement package', 
Mr Füle said, adding that no political background should be sought in this case. 

Utrinski Vesnik commented that the recent 'scandal' (with the Macedonian language) in the EU and UN 
proved that Greece did not want a solution to the name issue. According to the daily, it is highly important for 
Skopje's political elite to show a high political culture and a diplomatic wisdom before the international public, 
stressing that the Macedonian language is the only modern live language with the same name in the world.

On the eve of the NATO summit in Lisbon, Dnevnik concluded that the country would not be part of the 
agenda, since the forum would focus on the challenges ahead of the Alliance rather than on its enlargement.

Other EU-related issues
At a debate on EU integration organised by the Skopje-based Progress Institute and Friedrich Ebert 
Foundation, Mr Robert Liddell, head of political and information unit at the EU Delegation, stressed that the 
country had a long way to go in terms of EU membership. He underlined that EU-relevant reforms were 
designed to benefit the country, i.e. to bring better life to its citizens. NGO representatives that took part in 
the debate noted that not only there was no progress in EU integration (as suggested by the government), 
but the process had also detected backsliding. 

Extradition of defrocked MOC bishop remains uncertain
The Bulgarian authorities have extended the detention for defrocked bishop Jovan of the Macedonian 
Orthodox Church (Zoran Vraniškovski) to 72 hours. Head of the Serbian Orthodox Church Irinej appealed to 
the Serbian and Bulgarian Presidents to reach agreement for release of the bishop. Vraniškovski is believed 
to hold Serbian citizenship, which he might use as an argument to be extradited to Serbia instead of in 
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Skopje, where he should serve a prison term of 30 months for having embezzled 250,000 euros. Previously, 
Vraniškovski spent more than two years in prison for spreading religious hatred and misusing a church 
donation. The former bishop is now the leader of a self-proclaimed church, whose registration has been 
repeatedly rejected by the courts because its name to a great extent coincides with that of the MOC.
Vraniškovski was mentioned in the latest report of the US State Department on religious freedoms, which 
concluded that the authorities generally respect free practice of religion. However, the reported noted that 
Vraniškovski's group and the Bekteshi (Muslim religious) community complained about 'political influences' 
on the process of their registration. The report also pointed to inclusion of a church and exclusion of a 
mosque from the 'Skopje 2014' project as proof that the government favours the Orthodox religious 
community in construction of houses of worship.

Opinion poll: Ethnic Albanians in the region in favour of 'Greater Albania' 
The media cited the findings of an opinion poll conducted by Gallup Balkan Monitor, which showed that 
62.7% of the ethnic Albanian respondents in the region were supportive of the idea for 'Greater Albania'. This 
was the case with 51.8% of ethnic Albanian respondents in the country, 81% in Kosovo and 63 % in Albania. 


