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President Papoulias sends double message to Ankara, fYRoM
310 words
17 November 2010
20:02
Athens News Agency
ANA
English
© Copyright 2010. Athens News Agency. All rights reserved. 
SOFIA (ANA-MPA/B. Borisov) - Greek President Karolos Papoulias sent a message to the 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (fYRoM) from here that "as long as they insist on 
their intransigent positions, so much the more they shall keep the door of NATO closed and 
the accession procedure towards the European Union frozen," as well as to Ankara that the 
issue of Cyprus is an issue that "deeply affects Greek-Turkish relations" and constitutes "a 
substantive obstacle for the European Union's relations with Turkey."
Speaking during the official dinner hosted in his honour by his Bulgarian counterpart Georgi 
Parvanov, President Papoulias, referring to fYRoM, stressed that "the problem lies in that 
Skopje show the entire geographical area of Macedonia as the fatherland of their own nation," 
and noted that "Greece supports a solution that will reflect the reality of the region."
On the question of Cyprus, President Papoulias said that "it is an international issue of 
invasion and occupation" and added that "Greece supports a solution that will respect the 
principles of freedom, democracy, the state of law and of human rights. A European solution
that will implement the acquis communautaire and will implement the resolutions of the 
Security Council for Cyprus."
Also referring to Greek-Bulgarian cooperation in the energy sector, President Papoulias said 
that "with the construction of the Burgas-Alexandroupoli oil pipeline and the South Stream 
pipeline, the energy weight centre in the wider region moves towards our countries."
The President of the Republic also reiterated Greece's support for the accession course of 
the countries of the Western Balkans to the European Union, provided that they fulfill the 
criteria of Copenhagen and praised Greek-Bulgarian cooperation, both at political and 
economic level, an issue on which he had a lengthy discussion with Parvanov in the morning.
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Sword of Damocles hangs over visa liberalisation 

Published: 09 November 2010 | Updated: 10 November 2010

The EU yesterday (8 November) lifted visa requirements for citizens from Albania and Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. However, an unprecedented monitoring mechanism has been set up which 
could reintroduce visas for several Western Balkan countries should difficulties arise.

Background

The EU decided on 16 July 2009 that citizens of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia should 
be able to travel to the Schengen area without visas starting from 19 December 2009.

For the time being, visa requirements remains in place for citizens from Albania and Bosnia 
and Herzegovina. The European Commission and the Parliament have given a favourable 
opinion and if EU member states decide to give their green light, citizens of these countries 
could travel without visas to the Schengen area before Christmas.
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Kosovo is not covered by the Commission's visa liberalisation initiative. The former Serbian 
province is a 'sui generis' case as it is not recognised by five EU countries (Greece, Spain, 
Cyprus, Romania and Slovakia).

Today, the Schengen border-free area consists of 25 member states: 22 EU countries (all 
except Bulgaria, Romania, Ireland, the UK and Cyprus) as well as three associated countries: 
Norway, Iceland and Switzerland. Denmark has signed the Schengen agreement, but 
maintains its freedom not to apply certain measures. The UK and Ireland decided to stay 
outside the Schengen area.

Bulgaria, Romania and Cyprus only partially apply the Schengen acquis at the moment and 
checks are therefore still carried out at borders with those three member states.

Citizens of Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina who possess biometric passports will be 
able to travel to and throughout the Schengen area without a visa, EU ministers decided 
yesterday. The measure, which will become effective by mid-December, will allow those 
nationals to spend Christmas in the border-free EU Schengen space.

The decision sees Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina join Macedonia, Montenegro and 
Serbia, who joined the visa free regime on 19 December 2009 (see 'Background').

However, several EU countries were affected negatively by that visa liberalisation policy. In 
particular, a wave of asylum seekers from Macedonia and Serbia, mainly Roma of Albanian 
ethnicity, hit Sweden, Belgium and Germany.

To address the problem, EU ministers decided to put in place a follow-up mechanism for the 
visa liberalisation process in the Western Balkans. This mechanism can be triggered for 
Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, but also for Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia.

According to a Council communiqué, the mechanism allows the Commission to propose if 
necessary the suspension of visa-free travel, especially in case of difficulties. The 
Commission is asked to carefully monitor the situation and report back regularly to the 
Council and the European Parliament.

France, which had opposed visa liberalisation for Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, did 
not vote against the decision during the meeting. French Immigration Minister Eric Besson 
told journalists that his country could not deny the fact that Albania and Bosnia and 
Herzegovina had met the conditions required for visa liberalisation.

France believes in visa liberalisation, Besson said, but cautioned that the boom of asylum 
requests from Serbia and Macedonia was not sustainable.

He added that France could not simply tell Tirana and Sarajevo, "please excuse us, but we 
will ask you to pay for the last two countries before you [Serbia and Macedonia] who 
disappointed us".

But the minister stressed that visa-free regimes would be suspended if there were drifts away 
from the process.

.....

Published on EurActiv (http://www.euractiv.com)
Source URL: http://www.euractiv.com/en/enlargement/sword-damocles-hangs-over-visa-
liberalisation-news-499544
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Macedonia wants EU to intervene in name row
341 words
11 November 2010
12:07
Agence France Presse
AFPR
English
Copyright Agence France-Presse, 2010 All reproduction and presentation rights reserved. 

Macedonia would like the European Union to step in and help resolve a long-running row with 
Greece over its name, the country's Foreign Minister Antonio Milososki said in an interview 
Thursday.

"More effort and attention from Brussels would be welcomed," Milososki told the Dnevnik 
newspaper.

Athens and Skopje have been at loggerheads over the right to the name Macedonia since the 
former Yugoslav republic proclaimed independence in 1991.

Greece, which has a northern province of the same name, has effectively blocked 
Macedonia's European Union and NATO integration until an agreement on the name. UN-led 
negotiations on the issue have so far failed to yield results.

Milososki told Dnevnik that he did not want Brussels to take over the whole UN-led process 
but called for a more active involvement.

"We do not think that the EU should replace the process that is going on within the UN, but 
we believe more attention can increase motivation both in Macedonia and Greece to intensify 
efforts to overcome this problem," he said.

In 2008 Greece blocked Macedonia's NATO membership and, although Skopje has been a 
candidate for EU membership since 2005, has also opposed the start of accession talks with 
Brussels.

Macedonia was disappointed Tuesday when the latest EU progress report on candidate 
states still did not grant a date for the beginning of the talks because of the ongoing name 
row.

EU Enlargement Commissioner Stefan Fuele repeated on Tuesday that Macedonia has to 
find a solution as there "is no plan B".

Milososki said Thursday that Skopje feels that Greece lacks the will to settle the long-running 
dispute.

"We feel that Athens lacks any real motivation to resolve this problem," the minister said.

Macedonia was recognised by the United Nations in 1993 under the name of the Former 
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (FYROM).

More than 120 nations, including Russia and the United States, have recognised the 
landlocked Balkan country under its constitutional name Republic of Macedonia.

jmi/sb/co
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Macedonian parties ask assembly, government to define name solution strategy
310 words
17 November 2010
17:34
BBC Monitoring European
BBCEUP
English
(c) 2010 The British Broadcasting Corporation. All Rights Reserved. No material may be 
reproduced except with the express permission of The British Broadcasting Corporation. 

Text of report in English by Macedonian independent news agency Makfax

["NSDP, LP, NA Blame Top Officials of Irresponsible Attitude" - Makfax headline]

Skopje, 17 Nov 2010 - Parliamentary group of NSDP [New Social Democratic Party], LP 
[Liberal Party], and NA [New Alternative] urged Parliament President Trajko Veljanovski to 
ensure that the resolution on the name dispute with Greece - endorsed by Macedonian 
Parliament in 2008 - be implemented.

In November 2008, Macedonian Parliament adopted a resolution calling for a quick solution to 
the name dispute with neighbouring Greece. The resolution called on the Macedonian 
Government to build a state strategy in the shortest possible period in order to settle the 
name issue. The resolution also stipulates that the strategy should guarantee that 
Macedonian nation, language, history, culture, and identity will not be endangered.

"The lawmakers of the New Social Democratic Party (NSDP), Liberal Party (LP), and New 
Alternative (NA) found that the parliament does not comply with resolutions adopted by the 
parliament. No strategy on the name issue has been built in the past two years. Such a 
strategy would have strengthened Macedonia's negotiating position," NDSP leader Tito 
Petkovski said on Wednesday [ 17 November].

He said it's high time for President Gjorge Ivanov and Prime Minister Nikola Gruevski to brief 
legislators and citizens about the activities the authorities have undertaken in line with the 
Resolution.

"Instead of building a national strategy on the name issue, we are witnessing political parties 
raising mutual recriminations on daily basis. Such recriminations harm Macedonia's position 
in the UN-brokered negotiations with Greece," Petkovski said. He called on President Ivanov, 
Prime Minister Gruevski, and Foreign Minister Milososki to clarify the reasons of "their 
irresponsible attitude towards parliament's resolution and state interests."

Source: Makfax news agency, Skopje, in English 1313 gmt 17 Nov 10
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IMF "optimistic" about Macedonia's economy, cabinet to decide on loan offer
313 words
17 November 2010
17:15
BBC Monitoring European
BBCEUP
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English
(c) 2010 The British Broadcasting Corporation. All Rights Reserved. No material may be 
reproduced except with the express permission of The British Broadcasting Corporation. 

Text of report in English by Macedonian state news agency MIA

["IMF Optimistic on Macedonia's Economic Situation, Government To Decide on Offered 
Credit" - MIA headline]

Skopje, 17 November 2010 - The International Monetary Fund (IMF) is optimistic about the 
economic situation of the country and expects faster growth next year, although risks still 
remain. This is an assessment of the two-week visit of IMF mission to the country, which was 
presented today by head of IMF team Wes McGrew at the joint press conference with Deputy 
PM and Finance Minister Zoran Stavreski and Governor of the National Bank Petar Gosev.

McGrew underlined that fiscal target for the next year is adequate and he expected limited 
space for further relaxation at the monetary policy. He pointed out on high external risks than 
usually. Regarding IMF open credit, he pointed out that the talks were good and it's up to the 
government to decide whether it will use the funds.

Deputy PM Stavreski said that the government has not yet decided on this issue and they will 
make political consultations in parliament after which a decision will be passed whether to use 
funds from Precautionary Credit Line. Stavreski said that the two-week talks were 
confirmation of the economic policies which are good and adequate of the conditions we are 
living and verification that Macedonian economy to recover more next year.

Governor Gosev expressed satisfaction that the assessments for the Macedonian economy 
are almost identical and depending on global economy we can expect Macedonian economy 
to experience recovery. He said that the monetary policy continues with its standard approach 
with stable foreign exchange rate and controlled inflation and seeking possibility to help the 
credit growth, which is expected.

Source: MIA news agency, Skopje, in English 1151 gmt 17 Nov 10
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Minister invites UN envoy to visit Macedonia to give impetus to talks
303 words
17 November 2010
16:35
BBC Monitoring European
BBCEUP
English
(c) 2010 The British Broadcasting Corporation. All Rights Reserved. No material may be 
reproduced except with the express permission of The British Broadcasting Corporation. 

Text of report in English by Macedonian state news agency MIA

["It Would Be Helpful if Nimetz Visited Skopje and Athens, Milososki Says" - MIA headline]

Skopje, 17 November 2010 - It would be helpful if UN mediator Matthew Nimetz paid official 
visits to Macedonia and Greece in due time in a bid to give an additional impulse to bilateral 
Macedonian-Greek name talks.
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This was conveyed by Macedonian Foreign Minister Antonio Milososki to UN Secretary 
General Ban Ki-moon in a phone conversation late Tuesday [16 November].

The UN chief said that he paid proper attention to the Greek-Macedonian dispute within the 
organization, pledging he would initiate the dynamics of talks to be boosted in overcoming 
differences between the two countries, MoFA [Ministry of Foreign Affairs] said in a press 
release.

With regard to the removal of the term Macedonian language from the language graph in 
Macedonia's UN ID, Ban Ki-moon once again reiterated that "he and the whole organization 
of the United Nations firmly abide by the principle of not alternating national references of any 
member state and respecting language diversities of any nation, in this case the Macedonian 
language."

Milososki thanked Ki-moon for his positive stance involving the Macedonian language issue, 
expressing satisfaction with the fact that the Macedonian language assumed its rightful place 
as one and only amongst 165 different languages in the UN list.

The FM reiterated that Macedonia was committed to solving the Greek-Macedonian row and 
had political will for bigger dynamics in the UN-led process. The positive role and contribution 
of mediator Nimetz, as a special envoy of the secretary general on the matter, was also 
praised.

Source: MIA news agency, Skopje, in English 1055 gmt 17 Nov 10
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Majority of Macedonians against name change - poll
301 words
16 November 2010
17:40
BBC Monitoring European
BBCEUP
English
(c) 2010 The British Broadcasting Corporation. All Rights Reserved. No material may be 
reproduced except with the express permission of The British Broadcasting Corporation. 

Text of report in English by Macedonian state news agency MIA

["Poll: Macedonians Wish for EU, NATO Membership, But Refuse Changing of Their 
Country's Name" -- MIA headline]

Skopje, 16 November 2010 (MIA) -- Macedonia's accession to NATO and the European 
Union enjoys the support of 79.8 per cent of the citizens, with 62.6 per cent being against the 
change of the country's name, shows a poll of the Institute for Political Research, conducted 
on November 12-15 on a sample of 1,111 respondents.

30.7 per cent would vote at a referendum in favour of amending the country's name for 
NATO, EU membership. 37.2 per cent would vote for such move at a referendum on name 
proposal, supported by all parliamentary parties, against 53.2 per cent.

A total of 46.6 per cent considered the European Commission's Report on Macedonia's 
progress towards EU membership as positive, 28,4 as negative, while 25,4 had no answer.
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The party ratings again put ruling VMRO-DPMNE [Internal Macedonian Revolutionary 
Organization-Democratic Party for Macedonian National Unity] on the top, with 23 per cent of 
supporters, followed by opposition SDSM [Social Democratic Alliance of Macedonia] -- 11%, 
ruling coalition partner DUI [Democratic Union for Integration, BDI in Albanian] - 6.5, and 
opposition DPA [Democratic Party of Albanians, PDSh in Albanian] -- 2.9 per cent.

Incumbent PM Nikola Gruevski still tops the list of most popular politicians, enjoying the 
support of 23.5 per cent. Opposition leader Branko Crvenkovski's rating is at 9.2 per cent, 
followed by Ali Ahmeti -- 6.8 per cent; Menduh Thaci - 3.4; and Imer Selmani -- 2.3 per cent.

Source: MIA news agency, Skopje, in English 1340 gmt 16 Nov 10
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Macedonia: analysts warn of growing interethnic tension, "frail" relations
808 words
15 November 2010
15:21
BBC Monitoring European
BBCEUP
English
(c) 2010 The British Broadcasting Corporation. All Rights Reserved. No material may be 
reproduced except with the express permission of The British Broadcasting Corporation. 

Text of report by Macedonian Albanian-language newspaper Fakti on 10 November

[Report by Hatixhe Xhemaili: "Interethnic Relations Becoming Tense, Cabinet has no 
Strategy"]

The 'Shkup [Skopje] 2014' project, problems with schoolbooks, and the Census Law are 
some of the latest events in Macedonia, which have affected interethnic relations in 
Macedonia. The country's political entities, especially government representatives do not 
hesitate to boast that Macedonia should serve as a role model in interethnic relations. 
However, the reality is different. Analysts and analytical centres in the country are warning of 
brittle and tense interethnic relations. According to them, the Macedonian Government has no 
strategy for improving interethnic relations, which make up a key segment in assessing a 
country's progress when it comes to accession to the Euro-Atlantic institutions. In addition to 
the civil sector, opposition parties, too, have accused the cabinet of aggravating interethnic 
relations especially through the 'Shkup 2014' project and some decisions on education 
issues. Albert Musliu, an official of ADI [Association for Democratic Initiatives] based in 
Gostivar, warns of ever-increasingly tense interethnic relations. "Whenever interethnic 
relations deteriorate and reach the boiling point, it is always a result of mismanagement on 
the part of political parties. The activities like the introduction of the Macedonian-language for 
ethnic Albanian first graders, encyclopedia, the bilingual attendance registers in both 
elementary and high schools are perceived as a provocation by the Albanians," he stressed.

In his view, making decisions without involving the Albanian coalition partner triggers 
provocation and growing tensions among the Albanians.

"Each and every provocation heats up tensions and provokes a reaction from the Albanian 
camp. Subsequently, each and every reaction causes a counter reaction from the ethnic 
Macedonian bloc. This is how interethnic tensions exacerbate," analyst Musliu pointed out, 
voicing concern that this interethnic tension is growing.
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"Not only is the government or the Albanian governing party not showing any signs of concern 
about the situation and the need for improvement, it jumps from one mistake to another. The 
main reason for this is the absence of the checks-and-balances system in the executive and 
judiciary, that is why the Albanian parties are trying to improve the Albanians' position," Musliu 
concluded.

Meanwhile, Policy Development and Research Centre analyst Bashkim Bakiu considers that 
the VMRO-DPMNE [Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization-Democratic Party for 
Macedonian National Unity] has excluded issues relating to interethnic relations from its 
agenda ever since it seized power.

"We have so far had several VMRO-DPMNE-proposed and financed projects, such as, the 
'Shkup 2014' project, encyclopedia, and the census, which have exacerbated interethnic 
relations," Bakiu underlined. In his opinion, Macedonia does not have nor does it want to have 
a strategy for advancing interethnic coexistence between the two biggest ethnic communities.

"Macedonia has failed in setting as a priority the finding of a long-term solution to these 
problems, as ethnic Macedonian policy makers fear that they may somewhat jeopardize their 
approval ratings if in the case of a compromise on the Albanians' rights and issues is 
reached. Moreover, the current government policy is five times more discriminatory and 
provocative than ever, which, in turn, may possibly contribute to worsening the overall 
situation, which, presently is at an unsatisfactory level," analyst Bakiu emphasized.

Similarly, American University Professor Stevo Pendaroski feels that Macedonia is not 
following the latest trends, noting that interethnic relations have been mismanaged from 2006 
onward.

"There is no comprehensive project, which would previously be approved at a government 
level by both coalition partners. We all know that the management of economic [as received -
it should say interethnic] relations, in reality, does not exist," Pendaroski said.

In addition, citizens whom Fakti interviewed also believe that a tense situation can be sensed 
as a consequence of political actions.

"I see no improvement in interethnic relations. On the contrary, they are becoming 
increasingly tense. With its actions, the government is triggering reactions from the Albanian 
public. We are still being seen as foreigners. We have turned into beggars; we are begging 
and we take whatever we are given. The Albanian politicians should be more resolute in 
addressing the realistic demands of the Albanian people," Besim Kadriu from Shkup said.

The Interethnic Tolerance Centre also shows that these relations have become frail. The 
same centre has recently conducted a poll, whose results it will publish by the end of this year 
within the framework of the yearly poll on interethnic coexistence in Macedonia. This centre is 
distressed by the fact that there is no specific strategy for improving the interethnic relations 
and that those who are duty-bound to take care of these relations are taking no measures -
quite the opposite - they are attempting to aggravate the situation as much as possible.

Source: Fakti, Skopje, in Albanian 10 Nov 10
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EU's lack of plan B on Macedonia name issue not encouraging - envoy
244 words
13 November 2010
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11:23
BBC Monitoring European
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(c) 2010 The British Broadcasting Corporation. All Rights Reserved. No material may be 
reproduced except with the express permission of The British Broadcasting Corporation. 

Text of report in English by Macedonian state news agency MIA

["Fuele Encouraged by Gruevski-Papandreou Dialogue, EU Has No Plan B for Macedonia" --
MIA headline]

Prague, 12 November 2010 (MIA) - Settling of the bilateral problem Macedonia has been 
having with Greece is the main obstacle for opening of the accession negotiations with EU but 
the equal attention the Prime Ministers of both countries have been attaching to this matter is 
making me an optimist, EU Enlargement Commissioner Stefan Fuele said Friday [12 
November] in Prague.

Macedonian PM is fully aware that the European Commission has no B-plan for this matter 
and I hope that a solution will be found soon, Fuele said at a debate, titled 'On the Road to 
EU Enlargement', organized by the EC Office in the Czech Republic.

The event also brought together the ambassadors of candidate countries for the EU 
membership (Macedonia, Croatia and Turkey), EC officials and experts of the Czech Foreign 
Ministry.

Macedonian Ambassador Igor Ilievski agreed that Macedonia-Greece row should be settled 
without delay. However, he said, such disputes should not delay Macedonia's accession to 
the Union.

"We are aware of the EC recommendations and Macedonian PM Nikola Gruevski has been 
taking them in consideration, yet the lack of plan B is not pretty encouraging," Ilievski said.

Source: MIA news agency, Skopje, in English 1611 gmt 12 Nov 10
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Envoy apologizes for "misunderstanding" on use of term "Macedonian" in EU report
332 words
10 November 2010
17:09
BBC Monitoring European
BBCEUP
English
(c) 2010 The British Broadcasting Corporation. All Rights Reserved. No material may be 
reproduced except with the express permission of The British Broadcasting Corporation. 

Text of report in English by Macedonian state news agency MIA

Skopje, 10 November: Euro-Ambassador Erwan Fouere apologized Wednesday [10 
November] in the parliament for the misunderstanding due to the use of term "state" instead 
of "Macedonian" language in the EC [European Commission] Progress Report.
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MPs voiced remarks to Fouere during today's presentation of the document, stressing that 
such conduct by Brussels is discriminating and offensive for citizens, putting Greece in a 
better negotiating position.

"With regards to the language, which is addressed as state language, it was put to my 
attention by the president. We apologize for any misunderstanding. I want to assure you there 
is absolutely no change of the Brussels policy. If they ask me what is the country's language, I 
will say Macedonian language. I believe this is a pure misunderstanding. We take note of UN 
guidelines when it comes to this issue. Brussels is completely briefed on the sensitivity of this 
issue, since Brussels is the place where this report is compiled," said Fouere.

According to him, EU is not involved in altering the people's identity, since this is in the 
framework of its values.

"Identity is not something you can negotiate, it is something sacred for every individual and 
nation, and it should not be abused for partisan political interests," added Fouere.

President Gjorge Ivanov called on Euro-Ambassador Erwan Fouere to provide clarifications 
why the European Commission Progress Report does not use term "Macedonian."

The European Commission and the European Parliament [EP] have used term "Macedonian" 
in a number of documents. Upon Greece's request, phrase "language of the Former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia" was introduced in a 2009 EP resolution. However, after the reaction 
from Macedonia, the final document contained term "Macedonian language," calling upon the 
UN practice where the language is filed as "Macedonian."

Source: MIA news agency, Skopje, in English 1435 gmt 10 Nov 10
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Macedonian Speaker satisfied with EU report on parliament's performance
245 words
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(c) 2010 The British Broadcasting Corporation. All Rights Reserved. No material may be 
reproduced except with the express permission of The British Broadcasting Corporation. 

Text of report in English by Macedonian state news agency MIA

["Speaker Veljanoski Satisfied From EC's Parliament Assessment" -- MIA headline]

Skopje, 10 November 2010 (MIA) - This year's EC [European Commission] report is 
objective, it clearly notes all positive changes we have made, but also objectively points to 
those issues that require much attention in the future. I am satisfied from the section related 
to the parliament's work, which comes as a result of the efforts by my colleagues MPs, 
regardless of their party affiliation, said Parliament Speaker Trajko Veljanoski after 
Wednesday's [10 November] meeting with Euro-Ambassador Erwan Fouere, who handed 
over the European Commission Progress Report.

Today's meeting was attended by vice-speakers and coordinators of MP groups.
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Veljanoski said the report would be reviewed in detail by competent committees, with 
emphasis on overcoming the remarks noted in the document.

According to him, the fact that the EC has reconfirmed its recommendation for beginning of 
EU accession talks represents a confirmation that European standards and directives are part 
of Macedonia's daily life.

"I believe in the European principles that the EU is founded on. Therefore, I expect the 
Council to observe these principles and give Macedonia a date," added the speaker.

The EC Progress Report will be at the parliament's agenda on November 15.

Source: MIA news agency, Skopje, in English 1324 gmt 10 Nov 10

acdf69ad
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Premier pleased with EU report's positive assessment of Macedonia's efforts
465 words
10 November 2010
10:14
BBC Monitoring European
BBCEUP
English
(c) 2010 The British Broadcasting Corporation. All Rights Reserved. No material may be 
reproduced except with the express permission of The British Broadcasting Corporation. 

Text of report in English by Macedonian state news agency MIA

["PM Gruevski: EC Notes Progress, Acknowledges Invested Efforts" - MIA headline]

Skopje, 9 November 2010 (MIA) - We are satisfied that the European Commission has given 
a positive assessment, as was the case last year, for the achievements of Macedonian 
institutions with regards to the country's European integration in the course of the past year, 
said Prime Minister Nikola Gruevski after Tuesday's [ 9 November] meeting with EU 
ambassador Erwan Fouere, who handed over the EC Progress Report 2010.

PM Gruevski voiced satisfaction that the EC has noted progress in all chapters.

"This is a clear evidence and acknowledgment of our efforts, commitment and responsible 
approach in the realization of this strategic priority. The positive evaluation and confirmation 
of the recommendation on the start of EU accession talks represent a recognition that the 
country is moving forward, reforms are continuing, with the country achieving the level of 
political, economic and social development required for the next stage of the Euro-integration 
process", he stressed.

According to Gruevski, the report contains a number of positive assessments, along with 
recommendations for areas that require additional efforts for more specific progress. He 
announced the government would commit towards meeting all EU recommendations noted in 
the report.

Moreover, he thanked all citizens for their support in the reform process.
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"Their support is the government's biggest incentive to move forward with reforms and bring 
the country closer to European standards", added Gruevski.

He also expressed gratitude to the Parliament and all state institutions, political parties, NGOs 
and media for their support in Macedonia's europeization.

"I would also emphasize the continual support provided by the EC and Enlargement 
Commissioner Stefan Fuele, European Parliament and other European institutions, as well as 
the EU Delegation to Skopje and ambassador Erwan Fouere. This is another great success 
for the Republic of Macedonia", underlined PM Gruevski.

Euro-ambassador Fouere said the report represented an objective assessment on 
developments in Macedonia over the past 12 months.

"The report salutes the progress made in many areas, but also stresses other spheres well-
known to the government that require additional efforts. I welcome the PM's announcement 
on the development of an action plan for areas that require more work", said Fouere.

He encouraged the PM in the idea to undertake an initiative for involvement of all parties and 
the entire civil society in implementing reform through the spirit of consensus.

"We will continue to support Macedonia, the government and all citizens in this process", said 
Fouere, who will hand over later today the EC Progress Report to President Gjorge Ivanov.

Source: MIA news agency, Skopje, in English 1708 gmt 9 Nov 10
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Diplomats surprised by Macedonian accusations against EU deputy Thaler
553 words
9 November 2010
16:26
BBC Monitoring European
BBCEUP
English
(c) 2010 The British Broadcasting Corporation. All Rights Reserved. No material may be 
reproduced except with the express permission of The British Broadcasting Corporation. 

Text of report by Macedonian newspaper Nova Makedonija on 9 November

[Report by Ivana Kostovska: "EU Deputies Divided Into Patriots and Traitors, Too" pp1,4]

The Macedonian government should not open a front against EU deputies who benevolently 
urge it to resolve the name dispute with Greece and accelerate the implementation of 
reforms, Brussels diplomatic sources appeal.

This appeal follows accusations against Zoran Thaler, EU deputy and European Parliament 
rapporteur for Macedonia, over his siding with Greece in the name conflict and close 
cooperation with the opposition SDSM [Social Democratic Alliance of Macedonia], rather than 
with the government.

The accusations against Thaler were published in the Slovene political weekly Demokracija 
and carried by the state news agency MIA.



13

Yesterday the VMRO-DPMNE [Internal Macedonian Revolutionary Organization-Democratic 
Party for Macedonian National Unity] refused to comment on the accusations against the 
Slovene EU deputy, whereas the SDSM assessed that our government had plotted this 
attack. According to the SDSM, the proof that the government supports the accusations 
against Thaler was that it sent the text published in Demokracija to the media.

Brussels sources are extremely surprised by the accusations against the Slovene EU deputy, 
who is known to be the state's friend, and they comment that it is sad that the Macedonian 
Government is making enemies out of its friends in the EU.

"Is European Commission Chairman Barroso siding with Greece, too, for appealing for the 
name dispute settlement?" our sources ask.

The Macedonian authorities had earlier aggravated their ties with EU Deputy Doris Pack as 
well, who threatened to press charges against President Gjorge Ivanov unless he apologized 
for his claim that she told him about the state having missed an [EU membership] opportunity 
in 1995. Unofficial reports indicate that EU Deputy Ana Ibrisagic, too, was disappointed with 
the Macedonian Government's negative reactions to her appeal to solve the name problem.

Thaler himself said that the text published in Demokracija was not worth a comment because 
it is an irrelevant party newspaper that upholds the right wing.

"I am working for Macedonia because I want to see your state in the EU. I do not side with 
any side and I do not want to be involved in the altercations of the political parties in 
Macedonia. I am interested in cooperating with the government and I expect it to show 
political will to cooperate," Thaler said, explaining that, although he is the rapporteur for this 
state, the Macedonian authorities had not invited him to visit Macedonia for more than a year.

Demokracija recently wrote that Thaler, being the rapporteur for our state, supported one 
political option.

"The Macedonian media note that European Parliament Rapporteur Thaler supports one 
political option and sides with Greece, where the Socialists are in power, in the resolution of 
the name conflict. Instead of cooperating with the Skopje government, he closely cooperates 
with the Macedonian opposition, especially the SDSM. For example, after his June meeting 
with Branko Crvenkovski [SDSM leader], Thaler said that Brussels and Strasbourg were 
concerned about democracy in Macedonia and it not taking the right steps," the text reads, 
recalling that this EU deputy criticized the Macedonian parties about their debate regarding 
the year 1995.

Source: Nova Makedonija, Skopje, in Macedonian 9 Nov 10
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