
MC17EW23 

 
 MC.DOC/xx/09 
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe 2 December 2009 
Ministerial Council  
Athens 2009 Original: ENGLISH 
  

Second day of the Seventeenth Meeting 
MC(17) Journal No. 2, Agenda item 8 
 
 

MINISTERIAL DECLARATION ON THE 
OSCE CORFU PROCESS: 

 
Reconfirm-Review-Reinvigorate Security and Co-operation from 

Vancouver to Vladivostok 
 
 
1. We, the Foreign Ministers of the 56 participating States of the Organization for 
Security and Co-operation in Europe, meet, for the second time this year after our informal 
meeting in Corfu, to mark the significant progress that we have achieved together since the 
reunification of Europe and the elimination of Europe’s old divisions. We reconfirm that the 
vision of a free, democratic and more integrated OSCE area, from Vancouver to Vladivostok, 
free of dividing lines and zones with different levels of security remains a common goal, 
which we are determined to reach. 
 
2. To achieve this goal, much work remains to be accomplished. We continue to be 
seriously concerned that the principles of the Helsinki Final Act and OSCE commitments are 
not fully respected and implemented; that the use of force has not ceased to be considered as 
an option in settling disputes; that the danger of conflicts between States has not been 
eliminated, and armed conflicts have occurred even in the last decades; that tensions still 
exist and many conflicts remain unresolved; that stalemates in conventional arms control, 
resolution of disagreements in this field, resumption of full implementation of the CFE Treaty 
regime, and restoration of its viability require urgent concerted action by its States Parties; 
and that our common achievements in the fields of the rule of law, human rights and 
fundamental freedoms need to be fully safeguarded and further advanced. This is occurring at 
a time when new emerging transnational threats require, more than ever, common responses. 
 
3. We recognize that these security challenges, further accentuated by the ongoing 
international financial and economic crisis, should be tackled with a renewed commitment to 
achieve results through multilateral dialogue and co-operation. At this stage, our highest 
priority remains to re-establish our trust and confidence, as well as to recapture the sense of 
common purpose that brought together our predecessors in Helsinki almost 35 years ago. In 
this context, we welcome the dialogue on the current and future challenges for security in the 
Euro-Atlantic and Eurasian area, initiated at the 2008 Helsinki Ministerial Council and 
launched by the Greek Chairmanship in June 2009 as the “Corfu Process”, aimed at 
achieving the aforementioned goals. We consider the first ever OSCE Informal Ministerial 
Meeting in Corfu, with broad participation, as a milestone in this process, where we 
expressed our political will to confront security challenges, in all three OSCE dimensions. 
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4. The Corfu Process has already improved the quality and contributed to the 
revitalization of our political dialogue in the OSCE on security and co-operation from 
Vancouver to Vladivostok. We are committed to continue and further develop this process, 
setting ambitious, concrete and pragmatic goals, while also focusing on the key issues 
identified in our work so far. The OSCE, due to its broad membership and its 
multidimensional approach to common, comprehensive, co-operative and indivisible security, 
provides the appropriate forum for this dialogue. We welcome the valuable contributions of 
all relevant organizations and institutions dealing with security, on the basis of the Platform 
for Co-operative Security. 
 
5. The dialogue within the Corfu Process will be grounded in the OSCE and in the 
principles of equality, partnership, co-operation, inclusiveness and transparency. It will aim at 
addressing disagreements openly, honestly and in an unbiased manner, acknowledging our 
diversities and concerns, in a spirit of mutual respect and understanding. It will build on three 
basic guidelines: 
 
(a) Adherence to the concept of comprehensive, co-operative and indivisible security, as 

enshrined in the OSCE fundamental documents; 
 
(b) Compliance with OSCE norms, principles and commitments in all three OSCE 

dimensions, in full and in good faith, and in a consistent manner by all; 
 
(c) Determination to strengthen partnership and co-operation in the OSCE area, as well as 

to enhance the effectiveness of the OSCE and its contribution to security in our 
common space. 

 
6. The Corfu Process will be taken forward by our Permanent Representatives to the 
OSCE in Vienna, in accordance with the decision we are adopting today. We remain 
committed to provide strong political impetus to the Corfu Process, and we are looking 
forward to reassessing its progress in 2010, in the format and level that we will deem 
appropriate, taking into consideration the results we achieve. 
 
7. We welcome Kazakhstan in the 2010 OSCE Chairmanship, the first ever to be 
exercised by a Central Asian OSCE participating State. We note with interest its proposal to 
hold an OSCE summit in 2010. We point out that such a high-level meeting would require 
adequate preparation in terms of substance and modalities. We task the Permanent Council to 
engage in exploratory consultations to determine the extent of progress on the OSCE agenda 
to inform our decision. 


