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PACE calls for process of constitutional reform in Ukraine

Strasbourg, 05.10.2010 — PACE has warmly welcomed the political will displayed by
the new authorities in Ukraine to enact ambitious reforms, but warned that they must
have wide political consensus and public support to succeed.

Debating a monitoring report by Renate Wohlwend (Liechtenstein, EPP/CD) and
Mailis Reps (Estonia, ALDE), the parliamentarians said the recent Constitutional
Court ruling in Ukraine should now prompt the Verkhovna Rada to initiate “a
comprehensive constitutional reform process” to bring the country’s constitution fully
into line with European standards.

PACE also expressed concern at reports of undue involvement of the security services
in domestic political affairs, including pressure on journalists and NGO activists, and
reports that democratic freedoms and rights — such as freedom of assembly,
expression and the media — have come under pressure in recent months.



