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A. Introduction

The 15th EP-South Africa Inter-parliamentary meeting (IPM) was held in May 2010, on the eve 
of FIFA World Cup 2010 in South Africa. This was the first outgoing IPM for the EP Delegation 
for relations with South Africa of the 7th legislature.

The EP Delegation was chaired by Michael Cashman (S&D, UK), Chair of the Delegation, and 
comprised 7 more members - Judith Sargentini (Greens, NL), Vice-Chair of the Delegation,
Alain Cadec (EPP, FR), Eider Gardiazábal (S&D, ES), Morten Løkkegaard (ALDE, DK), Mario 
Mauro (EPP, IT), Sabine Verheyen (EPP, DE), Boris Zala (S&D, SK).

The IPM working sessions took place on 25 and 26 May and were co-chaired by Cashman (on 
the EU side) and Joan Fubbs (on the South Africa side). In between the IPM sessions, the EP 
Delegation had the opportunity to participate in Parliament's Africa Day celebrations, attend the 
Appropriations Bill Debate as well as pay a courtesy visit on Max Sisulu, National Assembly 
Speaker. The Delegation also held bilateral meetings with the main political parties represented 
in Parliament (the African National Congress, the Democratic Alliance, the Congress of the 
People, the Inkatha Freedom Party and the Independent Democrats), and with Helen Zille, 
Premier of Western Cape and leader of South Africa's opposition Democratic Alliance political
party.

The Inter-parliamentary meetings were followed by 2 days of field visits and NGOs meetings, 
which allowed the members to assess from first hand the overall economic and social situation in 
South Africa. 

B.  The Inter-parliamentary meeting: main topics

The IPM discussions were held in 3 separate sessions and encompassed a wide range of issues, 
such as the SADC Economic Partnership Agreement and its impact on regional integration, the 
post-Copenhagen agenda, the financial crisis and in particular the EU Strategy towards Greece, 
education, the reform of multilateral institutions, the political situation in Sudan and Zimbabwe, 
the South Africa-EU Strategic Partnership. The debates were very fruitful with honest 
contributions and robust engagement from both European Parliament and South African
members.

Regional Integration and Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs)

The EPA topic was led by Ian Davidson who underlined that the cornerstone of the Southern 
African Development Community (SADC) EPA was promotion of regional markets and 
encouraging regional alliance and integration. To achieve this objective, the Commission should 
lead the EPA negotiations with regional bodies and not, as is the case, with individual countries, 
which only undermined the already reached level of regional integration. 

Cashman assured his South African colleagues that the European Parliament and the ACP-EU 
Joint Parliamentary Assembly fully shared South Africa's reasoning that EPAs must support 
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regional integration. In addition, those two bodies had always been vocal in advocating that EPA 
negotiations should be based on a genuine development agenda. Cashman underlined however 
that the most important factor for reaching an agreement was the political will on both
negotiating sides - with enough political will, the few disagreements left on the SADC EPA (e.g. 
rules of origin, Most Favoured Nations clause, EPA and TDCA tariff alignment) could be settled 
and a resolution could be reached. The EU Head of Delegation in South Africa, Lodewijk Briët, 
further noted that the EPA should be only considered as a stepping-stone in the SA-EU trade 
relations which would lead the way to a deeper and longer-term economic partnership between 
the two regions.

Members from both Delegations also insisted that it was their role, as representatives of the 
citizens, to ensure that the Executives resume negotiations on the full EPA and take matters 
forward by concluding a balanced agreement, which promotes development and poverty 
alleviation and enhances regional integration. To this end, they called on the EU Commissioner 
to convene a high level meeting with the SADC EPA ministers which would serve to consolidate 
the political will to chart the best way forward to the successful conclusion of the EPA 
negotiations1.

Post-Copenhagen: energy, environmental issues and climate change in South Africa and the EU

During the lengthy discussions on the post-Copenhagen agenda, members expressed their strong
disappointment from the poor results obtained at the UN Climate Change Conference in 
December 2009. As was the case in other major international negotiations, nobody and 
everybody should simultaneously be blamed for the failure. One clear promise had however 
emerged from the confusion of the climate talks in Copenhagen - developed countries had agreed 
to provide "scaled up, new and additional, predictable and adequate funding"2 to support action 
on mitigation, adaptation, technology development and transfer and capacity building in 
developing countries. The EU would provide €7.2 bn out of the $30 bn “fast start” financing 
pledge for the period 2010-2012. Members reiterated that any climate change funding for
developing countries should be “fresh money” and should not come from existing development 
aid. 

On climate change mitigation, Sargentini noted that South Africa was not the best example when 
it came to CO2 emissions (South Africa is the 14th highest emitter of greenhouse gases in the 
world due to its heavy reliance on coal). Furthermore, the country's reliance on coal is expected 
to continue to be large-scale, as it is currently building two coal-fired power plants - Medupi and 
Kusile. To this end, she suggested to the National Assembly’s Speaker that South Africa, who 
would be hosting the COP17 meeting in 2011 (and the post-Kyoto agreement most likely would
be reached), should set an example in the fight against climate change by cutting its greenhouse 
gas (GHG) emissions and finding the road to sustainable energy. 

The South African MPs assured their EP counterparts that South Africa had committed to cut its 
GHG emissions by 34% by 2020 and 42% by 2025, on provision of capacity building, transfer of 
technology and adequate financing. The government had already undertaken numerous 

                                               
1 A letter from Chair Cashman and Vice-Chair Sargentini was sent to Commissioner De Gucht with this request
2 Copenhagen Accord
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initiatives to improve and diversify the country's energy mix by better exploiting South Africa's 
solar and wind potential. For instance, in April 2010 the government launched the National Solar 
Water Heating programme with the ambition of installing one-million solar water heaters across 
South Africa by 2014. Given the country’s natural potential for wind and solar energy, Sabine 
Verheyen noted South Africa’s immense opportunities for R&D in the sphere of renewables. She 
therefore urged the South Africans to further invest in developing innovative clean energy 
technologies which could eventually turn them into a key player on the energy technologies 
market. The role of renewable energy for empowering local communities, due to its 
decentralized nature, was also highlighted.

In conclusion, the members agreed that both South Africa and the EU must undertake the post-
Copenhagen negotiations in accordance with the agreed principles of equity and common but 
differentiated responsibilities and respective capabilities. South Africa, as a regional and 
continental leader, should play a pivotal role in building consensus amongst developing and 
emerging countries. The EU should also struggle to better play its part - as EP members 
expressed their regret that, unlike South Africa, the EU did not take part in the drafting of the 
Copenhagen Accord. Only joint efforts and strong political will could produce positive results in 
the UN Conference in Cancun in December 2010. To this end, MPs strongly advised the
negotiators to go to Cancun without any prejudice and do their best to reach an ambitious and 
sustainable agreement.

The impact of the global financial crisis on South Africa and the EU 

As unemployment levels in South Africa recently exceeded 24%, members discussed extensively 
the need for more and better education, life-long learning and vocational training to facilitate the 
development of a knowledge-based economy in the country and lead to economic growth "with 
jobs" (currently South Africa is experiencing a jobless economic growth). The South African 
parliamentarians also expressed the need for development of a skills strategy to help match 
people to jobs more efficiently and provide an insight into training needs. In addition, the 
members highlighted the opportunities of the green economy for job creation and skills 
development. The issue of brain drain (going far beyond the borders of South Africa, to the
SADC region and Africa as a whole) was also touched upon, with a proposal from Cashman for 
the establishment of an international agreement on brain drain.

Members also discussed the financial crisis and its consequences, and in particular the EU 
strategy on Greece and its effects on the whole of the EU. Mario Mauro and Michael Cashman 
informed the South African parliamentarians that the Eurozone members and the IMF had agreed 
a 110bn-euro three-year bail-out package to rescue Greece's economy, on condition that Greece 
slashes public spending and boosts tax revenue. The bail-out package, the biggest in recent 
history, was an unprecedented act of solidarity anywhere in the world to help Greece, preserve 
financial stability of eurozone and the external credibility of the EU as a whole.

Global governance, multilateralism and emerging and developing countries 

Current multilateral configurations no longer reflect reality which necessitates a reform of the 
international institutions – this was the general agreement between the members. Boris Zala
pointed out that the Breton Woods Institutions (World Bank and IMF) had arguably fulfilled 
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their roles in the past, however their relevance and use was currently questionable. Developing 
nations felt that in the current economic crisis they had been alienated and that a change in 
voting rights in these institutions was indispensable for equitable participation and greater 
accountability and transparency in global decision-making. In addition, a seat for an African 
country is a necessity in the UN Security Council.

Members concluded that although the G20 was far from being globally representative, it was the 
only North-South forum able to take effective decision. The European parliamentarians 
highlighted the EU’s determination to use its considerable influence in international institutions 
to push for reforms which would enhance the capacity of the G20, the IMF, the World Bank and 
the UN to respond to the needs of the emerging and developing countries, and ensure that these 
institutions work to complement each other’s efforts to combat the effects of the present and 
future crisis.

The EU position on the Doha Development Round was also discussed. Alain Cadec pointed out 
that the Doha Round was specifically targeted at addressing the needs of developing countries 
and that the EU had always been a strong advocate of pro-development measures in the Round. 
The focus of negotiations had been put on reforming agricultural subsidies (e.g. EU’s offer was 
to cut farm tariffs by 60%, reduce trade distorting farm subsidies by 80% and eliminate farm 
export subsidies altogether), improving access to global markets and ensuring that liberalisation 
in the global economy respects the need for sustainable economic growth in developing 
countries. Members agreed that Doha Round had moved forward as a real development round. 
The mere fact that developing countries managed to withstand the demands of the industrialized 
countries within this round, showed the real negotiating power of the former.

Political issues - Sudan, Zimbabwe and the 2nd Cotonou revision

Chaired by Judith Sargentini, discussions on political issues were extremely lively and often 
revealed the diverging opinions from the two Delegations. 

On the situation in Sudan, members agreed that the international community should try to 
advance the implementation of the Comprehensive Peace Agreement (CPA), and in particular 
the preparation of the referendum for self-determination in Southern Sudan scheduled for 
January 2011. The general elections in Sudan from 11 to 15 April were considered to have been 
a key milestone in the implementation of the CPA, despite the fact that they entailed an 
unprecedented complexity, and that they were not held in ideal conditions. The views of the EP 
and South African Delegations on the International Criminal Court (ICC) prosecution of 
Sudanese President al-Bashir were however quite opposing. South Africa considered that al 
Bashir's trial would not be constructive at that moment - on the eve of the referendum - but could 
only further deteriorate the political situation in Sudan and even jeopardise the way to the 
referendum. To this end, South African parliamentarians suggested that, for the sake of the 
Sudanese's people democratic future, the ICC should postpone al Bashir's prosecution for a 
period of 12 months on the basis of Article 16 of the Rome Statute of the ICC. Moreover, as a 
mediator between the ICC and Sudan, South Africa should be neutral and therefore could not put 
one of the sides at disadvantage prior to the referendum (which would be the case, should South 
Africa support the ICC). EU members however argued that no one is above the law and 
highlighted the universality of human rights, thus supporting considering that ICC arrest warrant 
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should remain. Cashman also pointed out that a suspension of the arrest warrant for the "benefit" 
of Sudanese people would create a dangerous precedent that could be later used for less altruistic 
and constructive purposes.

The debate on Sudan was followed by an equally interesting discussion on Zimbabwe. The 
parliamentarians supported the Global Political Agreement (GPA) reached on September 2008, 
as well as the Government of National Unity (GNU) subsequently formed in February 2009.  
Full implementation of the GPA, however, was necessary to progress. To this end, South Africa 
should continue with the delicate mediation in neighbouring Zimbabwe, vital to ensure the 
stability of the region as a whole, but also in South Africa in particular (which was being flooded 
with millions of refugees from Zimbabwe). Opinions however differed on the international
sanctions on Zimbabwe. South African members insisted that the sanctions should be lifted as 
Zimbabwean President Mugabe was using them to his side by arguing that they were causing the 
economic, social and political crisis facing the country. EU members’ question on what 
alternative measures the international community could undertake, if sanctions were to be 
removed, remained open. 

At the end of the political debate, Cashman introduced the issue of the 2nd Revision of the 
Cotonou Agreement. He expressed his regret that the Revision, which still has to be signed and 
ratified by governments/parliaments, did not succeed to further reinforce the principles of human 
rights. Thus, it did not include a specific reference on non-discrimination on the basis of sexual 
orientation, due to opposition from ACP states. For EP members human rights are non-
negotiable and therefore the European Commission should not have made any concessions on 
them in the Cotonou Agreement. 

South Africa-EU Strategic Partnership 

Members welcomed the progress obtained under the EU-South Africa Strategic Partnership and 
noted that EU-SA relations have reached an impressive depth and breadth. Briet made a brief 
overview of the 10th EU-South Africa Ministerial Dialogue, held on 11 May 2010 in Brussels,
which was extremely constructive and managed to bring the EU and South Africa yet another 
step closer to each other.

The parliamentary dimension of EU-South Africa and EU-Africa relations was considered to be 
equally important. Cashman pointed out that the European Parliament would remain firm in 
defending the need to include a strong parliamentary oversight over the implementation of the 
South Africa's Country Strategy Paper (CSP) and its mid-term review. The South African 
parliamentarians unfortunately expressed their regret that they were not consulted on the mid-
term review of the CSP, nor on the review of the TDCA - indeed, they were briefed that these 
revisions were undergoing, but they did not exercise real scrutiny powers. Members therefore 
agreed that a more robust parliamentary oversight on these matters was needed.

Following a suggestion by Ambassador Sooklal, the Members agreed that the South Africa-EU 
IPMs should have as a standing item on the agenda of the second annual session, a Report from 
the proceedings of the EU-South Africa Joint Cooperation Council. This report would be tabled 
either by the Ambassador of South Africa to Brussels or the EU Head of Delegation in South 
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Africa and would serve as a status report on the implementation of the Joint Action Plan of the 
SA-EU Strategic Partnership, thus increasing parliamentary oversight. 

2010 FIFA World Cup - Sport for Development 

In the context of the forthcoming FIFA World Cup in South Africa, the link between sport and 
development was also touched upon during the IPM as well as during the courtesy call of the EP 
Delegation to the National Assembly’s Speaker, Max Sisulu. Both Sisulu and Cashman 
recognised the importance of the World Cup for the overall development of South Africa, 
especially in terms of infrastructural improvements, rebuilding communities, and attracting new 
investments. The significance of sport as a tool for unifying cultures and overcoming differences
- stemming from the unique power of sport to attract, mobilise and inspire - was equally 
highlighted.

C.  Bilateral meetings with political groups

The African national Congress (ANC)

Discussions between the two parties included the poverty gaps, unemployment levels, youth 
unemployment, investment in education and skills and the energy sector as well as the need for 
support, advice and technical assistance from outside South Africa. 

In response to questions regarding perceived inactivity from the EU and the EP on the issue of 
Palestine, Cashman corrected the perception. He went on to say that Political parties and the 
government in South Africa should also speak out in defence of non-discrimination across 
Africa, and in particular gay and lesbian rights. There was further constructive debate on these 
issues. (The following day in response to a question in Parliament from the DA, President Zuma 
denounced the recent harsh sentencing of two gay men in Malawi).

Finally the discussion centred on the loss of some seats by the ANC in the 2009 elections, the 
reasons behind that and lessons which had been learnt. The ANC delegation was led by the Chief 
Whip Mathole Serofo Mtshekga

The Democratic Alliance (DA)

Besides the Chief Whip of the DA, Ian Davidson, the meeting was attended by a wide number of 
other DA parliamentarians. There was a wide ranging debate including subjects on ANC led 
governments performance under the first year of President Zuma, the impact of the recessions, 
unemployment and crime rates, infant and maternal mortality rates, and perceived political 
intolerance. Zimbabwe and South Africa was also highlighted as well as the issues of lesbian and 
gay rights abuses in other parts of Africa and the need to be more outspoken and open in these 
matters. The DA explained the substantial policy differences between them and the ANC which 
meant they offered a robust opposition yet within Committee work the roles were constructive 
and often with the DA in a leadership role.



15th Inter-parliamentary Meeting EP-South Africa

PE442.770v01-00 8/17 CR\818629EN.doc

EN

DA considered that the past year had been quite successful for their party, which had now
become a genuinely viable opposition. In the 2009 election DA took more than 16% of the votes
and won over the Western Cape Province. 

DA’s ultimate aim was to continue growing by investing in diversity and in young people by 
focusing on their youth leadership programme, which proved to be quite successful and managed 
to attract people from all races.. DA therefore perceived itself as a party which gives opportunity 
to all and promotes open society.

The Congress of the People (COPE)

The EP members were not able to meet COPE Chief Whip and lead members – as they were
having high level internal party talks at that moment - but nevertheless they managed to talk to
other COPE representatives. 

COPE pointed out the differences between COPE and the ANC based on primarily on the role of 
the judiciary.They also expressed the need for a change in the current system for local elections, 
which should enable the voters to directly elect their mayors, governors of provinces, etc. 
(currently citizens elect the members of the district, metropolitan and local municipal councils, 
who, in turn, elect the mayors of the municipalities to office). In addition, COPE underlined the 
necessity of professionalization of the civil service and insisted on more accountability of 
politicians.

In discussions about possible coalitions between COPE and other opposition parties, COPE 
underlined that they are social democrats, which very much differentiated them from DA. They 
were also firm that they would enter into a coalition only if they agree with the other parties on a
given programme. Finally, COPE expressed their willingness to establish contacts and linkages 
with certain political parties on international level. 

The Inkatha Freedom Party

IFP’s main priorities included independent judiciary, fair distribution of jobs (on the basis of 
skills, not connections), mixed economy, non-nationalisation of mines, etc. IFP representatives 
were seeing themselves as a constructive opposition party, illustrated by the observation that IFP
had been working together with the government to ensure safety and security of South Africans
(and in particular of women and children). 

IFP members noted that they had lost some votes during the 2009 elections due to the nature of 
South Africa’s voting system, which the IFP had tried to reform for quite a long time. In 
addition, IFP representatives underlined that ANC’s success was partly due to its alliance with 
COSATU (as COSATU took care of many people who lost their jobs during the recession, who 
were consequently voting for the trade union federation).

The Independent Democrats (ID)
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THE EP Delegation held its last bilateral meeting with Lance Greyling, representative of the
centre-left ID party. He pointed out that a strong state programme was needed to fight the 
inequalities within the South African society. He also considered that ANC, and in particular 
Zuma, had not been outspoken enough on human rights issues in South Africa and abroad. As to 
ID's own programme and views, Greyling indicated that it was the most green party in the South 
African parliament, which strongly supported a switch from coal-based to renewable energies. 
ID was also firmly standing against death penalty, for the promotion of human rights and cultural 
tolerance as well as for the freedom of choice.

D.  Development issues

The Delegation had the opportunity to meet representatives of NGOs working in the sphere of 
HIV/AIDS, namely the Desmond Tutu HIV Foundation and the mothers2mothers NGO. The 
members also visited a number of EU-funded development projects addressing issues such as
decent housing and youth development through sport.

Meetings with NGOs 

The Delegation was first welcomed by Jill Thorne, General Manager of the Desmond Tutu HIV 
Foundation (DTHF), who briefly explained the role and objectives of the organisation. DTHF - a 
non-profit organisation, based in Cape Town - focused its efforts on the pursuit of excellence in 
research, treatment, training, and prevention of HIV and related infections in Southern Africa. Dr 
Gwynneth Stevens, working for IAVI (DTHF partner organisation, aiming to develop safe, 
effective, accessible preventive HIV vaccines for use throughout the world) made an excellent 
presentation on the HIV virus and the obstacles in finding a vaccine. She explained to the 
members that a vaccine was the only method for effective HIV prevention, as experience showed
that behavioural change did not manage to reduce HIV infection sufficiently. Her presentation 
was followed by an overview of the challenges facing some particularly vulnerable to HIV 
groups in South Africa (e.g. adolescents; men having sex with men). The members then 
proceeded to the Emavundleni Clinic, where they were able to make a tour of the facility and 
talk to trial participants in the DTHF programmes.

In the late afternoon the EP Delegation had an inspiring discussion with Gene Falk, Co-founder 
and Executive director, and some other representatives (including the “Mentor mother” Gloria) 
of mothers2mothers NGO. The multinational NGO’s mission is to improve the outcomes of 
prevention of mother-to-child transmission programmes providing care to HIV-positive pregnant 
women and new mothers. The NGO is recruiting, training and employing mothers living with 
HIV. These mothers – called “Mentor mothers” - are professionally trained, paid peer educators 
who inspire HIV-positive pregnant women and new mothers to access and adhere to life-saving 
interventions and prevent transmission to their babies. The NGO, which started as a single 
support group in Cape Town in 2001, is currently operating in over 640 sites, employing more 
than 1600 HIV-positive women. In 2009, mothers2mothers enrolled nearly 300 000 pregnant 
women and new mothers living with HIV as clients. 

EU-funded projects 
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The EP members met with representatives of Planet Finance and Kuyasa Fund, responsible for 
the implementation of a project on decent housing through micro-finance. The project enables 
low-income South Africans in three major provinces - Eastern Cape, Western Cape and Gauteng 
- to access housing microfinance services, including community-based saving, housing loans and 
clients training and knowledge exchange. It also provides added value to the South African state 
housing subsidy scheme, which is a once-off given to citizens earning less than 3.500 ZAR a 
month, to be used to access formal housing. The project's total value exceeds 1 million euro, 
with an EU contribution of over 600 000 euro. The beneficiaries of the project are estimated 60 
000 household members, almost 76% of which are women. After a short briefing, the members 
were taken to the township of Khayelitsha for a field visit among houses, improved through 
funding from the decent housing micro-finance system.

The Delegation then visited "Philani" - a community-based child health and nutrition NGO in 
Khayelitsha, providing home base care with the help of EC funding. The members were briefed 
by officials of the provincial Department of Health and "Philani" representatives and also had the 
opportunity to interact with patients receiving care and visit their houses. 

Finally, the EP Delegation visited a school in Khayelitsha where it was briefed on Youth 
development through football programme. The general objective of the programme is to promote 
young people as drivers in social and economic development in South Africa and other African 
countries. More specifically, the programme supports capacity building and implementation of 
sports activities, development of training modules and training for sport coordinators and 
coaches, testing of school football leagues, development of networks, organisation of "football 
for development" events before and after the Fifa World Cup 2010. 
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15th Interparliamentary meeting EP/South Africa
24-28 May 2010 in Cape Town

PRESS RELEASE

SA AND EU MPS MEET TO STRENGTHEN COOPERATION

Members of the South African Parliament met their counterparts from the European Parliament 
(EP) this week in the 15th round of these biannual occasions of strengthening ties between the 
two legislatures. 

The EP delegation paid a courtesy call on Parliament’s National Assembly Speaker Mr Max 
Sisulu.   During this meeting the Speaker emphasized the importance of the Inter-Parliamentary 
Dialogue and the SA-EU role in this dialogue.  The Speaker also warmly welcomed the EP 
Delegation to the South African Parliament and to the special celebrations for Africa Day.

Chairperson of the SA Parliament’s delegation, Ms Joanmariae Fubbs, and Chairperson of the 
EP delegation, Mr Michael Cashman, both stressed the importance of inter-parliamentary 
dialogue to bring about change which would have a positive effect on citizens.

MPs addressed a range of topics at the two-day meeting on Tuesday 25 and Wednesday 26 
May starting with their attendance at Parliament’s Africa Day celebrations. 

On Economic Partnership Agreements, both the South African and the European participants
insisted that it is their role as representatives of the citizens to ensure that those negotiating on 
their behalf should conclude a balanced agreement.  This includes respecting the main goal of 
the agreements: development and poverty alleviation. To that end they called for the EU 
Commissioner to meet the Southern African Development Community ministers.

MPs also looked at the post-Copenhagen agenda. They strongly advised representatives going 
to Cancun to express their political will and do their best to reach an ambitious and sustainable 
agreement. They insisted that any funding to help developing countries to address climate 
change should be “fresh money” and should not come from existing development aid. Members 
also discussed at length the financial crisis and its consequences, and in particular the EU 
strategy on Greece and its effects on the whole EU.

Other issues discussed were human rights, education, the reform of multilateral institutions, the 
political situation in Sudan and in Zimbabwe, the South-Africa/EU partnership and the link 
between sport, development and the consolidation of a multiracial society on the eve of the 
FIFA World Cup.

Both sides felt that the meetings were robust and frank, and recognised the fact that it would not 
be possible to reach convergence on all issues.  However, the meetings reflected a deep and 
profound spirit of co-operation and have ultimately resulted in the continued strengthening of 
relations between South Africa and the European Union.  
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

15th Interparliamentary meeting EP/South Africa
24-28 May 2010 in Cape Town

EU PARTICIPANTS

Mr Michael CASHMAN UK S&D Chair of the Delegation

Ms Judith SARGENTINI NL Greens Vice-Chair of the 
Delegation

Mr Alain CADEC FR PPE

Ms Eider GARDIAZÁBAL ES S&D

Mr Morten LØKKEGAARD DK ALDE

Mr Mario MAURO IT PPE 

Ms Sabine VERHEYEN DE PPE

Mr Boris ZALA SK S&D 

ABBREVIATIONS USED FOR POLITICAL GROUPS

EPP Group of the European People's Party (Christian Democrats)
S&D Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats
ALDE Group of the Alliance of Democrats and Liberals for Europe
Greens/EFA Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance

STAFF

Ms Nikolina VASSILEVA Administrator, ACP Unit
Ms Armelle DOUAUD Administrator, ACP Unit
Ms Marianne LORENTZEN Assistant , ACP Unit
Ms Catarina CALDEIRA PPE, political advisor
Mr Christopher WILLIAMS S&D, political advisor
Mr Pascal PIGNOT Interpreter - team leader
Ms Micheline QUINTELIER Interpreter
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15th Interparliamentary meeting EP/South Africa
24-28 May 2010 in Cape Town

SA PARTICIPANTS

Mrs Joanmariae FUBBS ANC
Chairperson of the Delegation
Portfolio Committee on Trade and Industry

Mr Kgwaridi MANANA ANC
Portfolio Committee on International Relations and Co-
operation

Mr Philip DEXTER COPE
Portfolio Committee on Mining
Portfolio Committee on Energy

Mrs Zephroma DUBAZANA ANC
Standing Committee on Finance

Mr Gratitude MAGWANISHE ANC
Deputy Chief Whip of the Majority Party

Mr Ian DAVIDSON DA
Chief Whip of the Official Opposition

INVITED MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

Mr Obed BAPELA House Chairperson: Committees
Mr Thabadiawa MUFAMADI Chairperson: Standing Committee on Finance
Mr Monwabisi GOQWANA Chairperson: Portfolio Committee on Health
Mr Marius FRANSMAN Chairperson: Portfolio Committee on Higher Education
Mrs Elizabeth THABETHE Chairperson: Portfolio Committee on Energy
Ms Makhotso SOTYU Chairperson: Portfolio Committee on Water and 

Environmental Affairs
Mr Buti MANAMELA Chairperson: ACP-EU Joint Parliamentary Assembly 

Delegation
Mr Gareth MORGAN Portfolio Committee on Water and Environmental Affairs
Ms Refilwe MASHIGO Standing Committee on Appropiations

STAFF

Mr Kayum AHMED Unit Manager: Multilaterals, International Relations 
Ms Cheryl-Anne PAULSE International Relations Officer
Ms Janine PAULSEN International Relations Officer
Ms Zurina JARDINE Administrative Assistant
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15th EP/South Africa Interparliamentary meeting

25 -26 May 2010
South African Parliament, Cape Town

AGENDA

I. Regional Integration and Economic Partnership Agreements
- the impact of the Interim EPA on regional integration 

II. Post-Copenhagen: energy, environmental issues and climate change in South 
Africa and the EU

- Exploring the costs of alternative energy for developing countries
- Implementation of the four key issues: 

 Finance
 Adaptation
 Mitigation
 Transfer of technology

III. The impact of the global financial crisis on South Africa and the EU 
- health and education 
- skills development and employment 
- examining the EU strategy in relation to Greece 

IV. Global Governance, Multilateralism and Emerging and developing countries 
- the reform of multilateral institutions 
- the EU position on the DOHA Development Round in respect of developing countries 
- International Parliamentary Organisations - IPU, IPU–UN, PAP 

V. Political issues 
- the situation in the Southern African region including Zimbabwe 
- update on migration policies in the EU 
- the situation in Somalia with reference to the PAP resolutions & the expected role of the 

EU 
- the situation in Sudan 
- Revision of the Cotonou Agreement 

VI. South Africa-EU Strategic Partnership 
- Oversight of the Joint Action Plan for the South Africa-EU Partnership 
- Scrutiny of the DCI Country Strategy Paper for South Africa and its mid-term review 
- Trade, Development and Cooperation Agreement  (TDCA) 

VII. 2010 FIFA World Cup - Sport for Development 
- Fortune/Time/CNN Global Forum 



15th Inter-parliamentary Meeting EP-South Africa

CR\818629EN.doc 15/17 PE442.770v01-00

EN

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA

15th EP / South Africa Interparliamentary Meeting
24-28 May 2010

Cape Town - South Africa

DRAFT PROGRAMME 

Monday, 24 May Cape Town

Individual arrivals of participants to:

Westin Grand Cape Town Arabella Quays

Convention Square - Lower Long Street
Cape Town, 8000 - South Africa 

Phone: (27) (21) 4129999

16.00-17.45 Briefing by the EU Delegation 
Venue: Westin hotel

18.30  Dinner with Prof. Kader Asmal, hosted by the EU Delegation
Venue: Quarterdeck Restaurant - Portswood Hotel, Portswood Square, Victoria 
and Alfred Waterfront - Cape Town

Tuesday, 25 May Cape Town

08.30 Departure from Hotel 

08.45  Arrival of EP Delegation at the South African Parliament
Good Hope Chambers - 100 Plein Street - Cape Town

09.00 Welcome and participation in the SA Parliament's celebrations for Africa Day

INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS

10.00-12.30    Meeting with South African Parliamentary Delegation

12.30-14.00 Lunch hosted by South African Parliament
Venue: 5 Flies Restaurant
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INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS

14.00-17.00    Meeting with South African Parliamentary Delegation

17.00-17.30 Courtesy Call on Speaker of Parliament

18.00 Return to Hotel

19.00 Reception hosted by Michael Cashman, Chair of the EP Delegation to South 
Africa 
Venue: Bascule Lounge, Cape Grace Hotel, West Quay, Victoria & Alfred 
Waterfront

Wednesday, 26 May Cape Town

08.00 Departure from Hotel

08.15  Arrival of EP Delegation at the South African Parliament
Good Hope Chambers - 100 Plein Street - Cape Town

08.30-12.30 Bilateral meetings with Political Parties

08:30-09:15  African National Congress [ANC]
09:20-10:05  Democratic Alliance [DA]
10:10-10:50  Congress of the People [COPE]
10:55-11:40  Inkatha Freedom Party [IFP]
11:45-12:30  Independent Democrats [ID]

12.30-14.00 Lunch hosted by South African Parliament
Venue: National Assembly

INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS

14.00-15.30    Meeting with South African Parliamentary Delegation

15.30-16.30 Attendance at the Appropriations Bill Debate

17.00 Return to Hotel

19.00 Dinner hosted by the South African Parliament
Venue: Spier Wine Estate, Stellenbosch 

Thursday, 27 May Cape Town
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08.30 Departure from Hotel

09.00 - 09.30 Meeting with Helen Zille, premier of the Western Cape
   

10.00 - 12.00 Tour of "District Six" Museum

12.45-14.30 Working Lunch with experts from Desmond Tutu HIV Foundation (DTHF) and 
International AIDS Vaccine Initiative (IAVI)

14.30-15.30 Visit to Emavundleni Clinic (DTHF and IAVI project)

16.00-17.30 Visit to Mother2Mother NGO

18.00 Return to Hotel

Free evening

Friday, 28 May Cape Town

08.00 - 8.50 Briefing on project visits
Venue: Westin Hotel

09.30 - 14.00 Field visit - Khayelitsha/ Franschhoek

Decent housing project

Home Based Care center (HIV/AIDS)

YEP Soccer for Hope Initiative

15.00-17.00 Field visit - Stellenbosch 

Social history and tour of the Solms Wine Estate

18.00 Return to Hotel/ Airport

End of the official programme




