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A. Introduction

The 17th EP-South Africa Inter-parliamentary meeting (IPM) was held in February 2011 in Cape 
Town, South Africa. The EP Delegation was led by Michael Cashman (S&D, UK), Chair of the 
Delegation, and comprised five more members - Judith Sargentini (Greens, NL), first Vice-Chair 
of the Delegation, Alf Svensson (EPP, SE), second Vice-Chair of the Delegation, Bernd Lange
(S&D, DE), Sabine Verheyen (EPP, DE) and Giles Chichester (ECR, UK).

The IPM sessions took place on 21 and 22 February and were co-chaired by Cashman (on the 
EU side) and Joan Fubbs (on the South Africa side). The discussions covered a wide range of 
topics, including climate change, “hot spots” on the African continent, global governance and the 
key priorities for the G8 and G20 meetings, the economic situation in the EU and SA, the future 
of EU development policy, the EU-SA Strategic partnership, etc. (see agenda in Annex).   

Besides the interparliamentary meetings, the EP members attended the Budget Speech delivered 
by Finance Minister Gordhan in the South African parliament on 23 February, held bilateral
meetings with political parties, and met the Minister of International Relations and Cooperation, 
Ms Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, and Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs, Ms Bomo 
Edna Molewa. The Chair of the EP Delegation, Michael Cashman, participated in the launch of 
an EU-funded primary education sector policy support programme. The Delegation also met 
representatives from civil society and the South African industry and visited several EU-funded 
projects (Music therapy community project, Youth empowerment project, Access to justice and 
promotion of constitutional rights project). 

The Delegation would also like to express its thanks to the EU Delegation in Pretoria, and in 
particular to the newly appointed EU Ambassador Roeland van der Geer, for their support and 
advice during the Delegation’s visit in Cape Town.

B. The Inter-parliamentary meeting: main topics

Current political issues 

In advance of COP17 Climate Change Conference in Durban on 28 November-9 December 
2011, parliamentarians agreed that South Africa (SA) and EU should play a major role and lead 
the international community to conclude a new binding climate change agreement. In this regard, 
the EP Delegation underlined the EU commitment on the matter and outlined the progress made 
on EU financial assistance to developing countries for climate change. According to information 
from the European Commission, in 2010 the EU has mobilised fast start funding of € 2.2 billion 
to support developing countries’ efforts to adapt to and mitigate climate change, which is part of 
the EU’s overall commitment to provide € 7.2 billion for the period 2010-2012. 

During the discussions, SA members informed the EP Delegation that COP17 conference would
be chaired by SA Minister of International Relations and Cooperation, Ms Maite Nkoana-
Mashabane, with SA Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs, Ms Bomo Edna Molewa, 
leading the debates. They also pointed out the need for better involvement of parliaments and 
enhanced parliamentary dimension in the UNFCCC talks.
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Energy issues were also discussed briefly. SA members reminded South Africa's need to further 
develop its economy and create 5 million jobs over the coming years which, according to them, 
would necessitate a higher consumption of energy, particularly from fossil fuels. In this context, 
parliamentarians underlined the importance of green jobs creation and green economic growth as 
well as the need for strengthening South Africa's capacities that would enable it to harness the 
necessary technologies and innovation in order to develop a green economy. 

Parliamentarians also discussed the referendum in South Sudan and the way forward for the 
soon to be 54th African state. They recognised the positive role and influence of the international 
community, leading to a successful resolution of the situation in Sudan, and outlined some of the 
outstanding issues that remained to be solved such as border demarcation, oil revenues and debt 
sharing, the status of oil-rich Abyei region and citizenship. Members agreed that the international 
community must remain active in South Sudan in order to ensure that peace and security are 
sustained, oversee human rights issues and assist the country in its balanced development by 
supporting first and foremost institutional and capacity building and agricultural development. 
Svensson also underlined the strategic importance of continued relations and dialogue between 
North and South Sudan for addressing these outstanding issues and the need for the international 
community to support and encourage this dialogue. 

Cashman pointed out that the appointment of an EU Special Representative for Sudan - Rosalind 
Marsden – clearly showed EU’s commitment in the country. He also urged for a speedy 
ratification by South Sudan of the revised Cotonou Agreement which would enable the EU to 
provide resources from the 10th EDF to the newly created country1.

During the deliberations on the situation in African countries holding elections in 2011, 
particular attention was paid to the elections in Cote d’Ivoire from the end of 2010. EU 
participants underlined that the outcome of the elections - representing the will of the Ivorian 
people - should be respected and implemented. They reiterated the EU support for the African 
Union 's attempt to resolve the situation through negotiations within the framework of the 
recently established panel on the Côte d'Ivoire crisis (which SA is a member of), but also noted 
that the final settlement should not undermine the will of the Ivorian people. 

Following Chichester's dissatisfaction with South Africa’s “silent diplomacy” on the African 
continent, SA members pointed out that their country does not interfere in the sovereignty of 
states and that SA leadership in Africa was built through partnerships. Cashman then underlined 
that there are universal/international principles that need to be upheld everywhere in the world, 
and which are therefore protected by international legal structures whose decisions must be 
followed and implemented. Upholding these universal principles should not be considered as 
interference in domestic affairs, but as a mechanism to defend people in third countries and 
prevent dictatorships growing.

Members compared the recent revolutions in North Africa to the situation in Eastern Europe
following the fall of the Berlin Wall. They underlined the challenge of creating a genuine 
democratic process in the region and the need for the international community to invest in 
                                               
1 Aid foreseen for Sudan under the 10th EDF cannot be delivered, as Sudan has not ratified the 
revised Cotonou Agreement.
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capacity building for the establishment of democratic institutions, party structures and free press.
In this context, Cashman pointed out the brilliant EU record of capacity building and institution 
building through development aid.

Regarding Zimbabwe, SA members underlined South Africa's interest in finding a solution in 
Zimbabwe as the most affected country from the situation there (there are over 3 million 
Zimbabwean immigrants in SA). They also believed that there was real progress in Zimbabwe,
showing a positive dynamic in the country. Cashman however underlined that the dynamic –
according to EU High Representative Ashton - was mainly in the economic front. Political 
reforms had unfortunately been very slow. 

Economic situation of South Africa and Europe

Cashman briefly outlined the economic situation in Europe and the EU measures to recover from 
the global crisis. According to Commission reports, the European economy was slowly starting 
to emerge from the deepest recession in decades, but stills remained vulnerable. Cashman also 
pointed out that the economic crisis had revealed a clear need for stronger economic governance 
and coordination at EU level. As a result, a new governance architecture - called European 
Semester (a six-month cycle during which the EU and the euro zone coordinate ex ante their 
budgetary and economic policies) - was approved by the Member States on 7 September 2010.

SA members explained that South Africa was also recovering from the crisis with deficit going 
down (around 5%) with the aim of cutting it to 3% by 2014. The biggest challenge for their 
country remained the high unemployment rates which had increased to 25.3 percent in 2010. 
One of South Africa's key priorities was therefore job creation - with the objective to create 5 
million jobs over the next years. Skills shortage and migration to South Africa however rendered 
this task rather difficult. 

The need for increased financing and investments as a way out of the crisis, and in particular 
investments in industrial policy and innovation, was highlighted by the members. A global 
regulation of the financial sector and financial infrastructure was also necessary to stimulate 
investments.

SADC-EU Economic Partnership Agreement

In the regular debate on the SADC EPA, both sides confirmed once again their commitment to 
conclusion of a balanced EPA supporting regional integration and development, beneficial both 
for SA and EU. Negotiation areas that still remained open included rules of origin, the most-
favoured-nation clause, inclusion of clauses for services and investment in the agreement, export 
taxes, and tariffs. The need for flexibility by all on these areas was underlined to enable the 
negotiators to reach an agreement – as planned – by mid 2011.

Fubbs underlined that the SADC-EU EPA had been discussed in different committees of the 
South African parliament including the Trade and Industry Committee, Agriculture committee 
and Committee for International Relations, as the agreement would affect a wide number of
areas of the SA economy. The need for a continued discussion on the EPA between EU and SA 
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parliamentarians was highlighted as a means to keep up the political momentum on the EPA 
negotiations and lead to its eventual conclusion.

Cashman pointed out that Ambassador Sooklal had informed the EP members that 
Commissioner de Gucht’s visit in the SADC region on the EPA issue - supposed to take place in 
the end of 2010 – had been postponed once again. In this regard, Cashman would send a letter -
together with the EP rapporteur on the SADC EPA, Robert Sturdy - urging the Commissioner to 
visit the SADC region for a meeting with relevant ministers in order to speed up the SADC EPA 
process.

South-South cooperation

Parliamentarians debated for the first time the South-South dialogue and cooperation, which was 
already changing the geography of international relations, particularly in the areas of trade, 
finance, investments and the provision of development assistance. The EP Delegation underlined  
EU's support for South-South cooperation, which was indispensable for a more balanced and 
equitable world order - for achieving the Millennium Development Goals, for regional and 
global economic development, political development and security, for global environmental and 
resource protection and the development of global governance. 

SA MPs stressed the importance of South-South cooperation for the development of South 
Africa's economy and expressed hope that South Africa's inclusion in the BRIC grouping of 
emerging economies would bring positive results for the country. Besides economic cooperation, 
exchange of good practices and lessons drawn from the experience of the other BRIC countries 
was also an important part of the South-South dialogue.

Following some fears expressed by the EP members on the nature of China's engagement in 
South Africa, the SA parliamentarians stressed that the country would make sure its growing 
economic interactions with large developing countries, including China, India and Brazil, results 
in economic diversification and productive investment. They also assured the EP side that South 
Africa would not bring-in the Chinese values but keep its own principles as well as continue to 
maintain healthy SA-EU relations.

South Africa - EU Strategic Partnership 

Before opening the discussions on SA-EU Strategic Partnership, Cashman underlined the 
indispensible role of Ambassador Sooklal in the positive development of the SA-EU relations.
The discussions then focused on the newly established European External Action Service
(EEAS). The EP side explained to the South African parliamentarians that the idea of the EEAS
- under the authority of the High Representative for Foreign Affairs (Catherine Ashton) - was to 
increase the coherence and effectiveness of Europe's external action. The task was apparently 
very difficult both on political level (coordinating the foreign policies of 27 EU Member States 
and balancing between all EU institutions) and on technical level (grouping together and 
streamlining the necessary Union’s resources, staff and instruments under High Representative 
Ashton). The EEAS fully came into being on 1 January 2011, but it could take up to three years 
to build the EEAS as a modern, agile and service-oriented organisation, able to complement 
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national diplomacies in a rapidly changing operating environment. The creation of the EEAS 
was welcomed by the SA side.

As regards the review of the EU strategic partnerships, recently undertaken by High 
Representative Ashton, Cashman explained that it should lead to the establishment of more 
cohesive EU policies in the Union's relations with strategic partners. The first progress report –
covering the EU strategic partnerships with the United States, Russia and China - had been
presented at the European Council meeting in December 2010, and the review of the partnerships 
with India, Brazil and South Africa was planned for later 2011. EU Ambassador van der Geer 
underlined that the review of the EU strategic partnership with South Africa would be a full EU 
exercise, involving all EU Member States Ambassadors in South Africa.

The discussions continued with a short update on the EU development policy. EP members 
explained that the European Commission launched in November 2010 a public consultation on 
the future of EU Development policy to collect views on how the EU can best support 
developing countries to speed up their progress towards the MDGs and beyond. Cashman
underlined that the European Parliament was already actively involved in the consultation 
process and outlined some of the remarks proposed by the EP rapporteur (member of the 
Development Committee) on the subject. Following the public consultation, the Commission 
would publish in the second half of 2011 a Communication on a Modernised EU Development 
policy. The parliamentarians decided to discuss this final document during the 18th IPM in 
Europe.

During the discussion of South Africa's and EU migration policies, members shared the opinion
that one of the main causes for migration was poverty - as people would not have left their 
homes if necessary living conditions had been created in their country of origin. Cashman 
suggested that transaction taxes for remittances be decreased to further stimulate development in 
migrants' countries of origin.

The question of visa waiver for South Africa was raised. SA members complained that it was 
becoming more and more difficult for South African diplomats and businessmen to enter the EU. 
Cashman then explained that the negative and positive visa lists of Regulation 539/2001 were 
regularly reviewed. A possible visa waiver for South Africa might be considered in the context 
of the next review scheduled for the second half of 2011, given there were reasons for this. 
Cashman also assured the SA members that the EP Delegation would take back the SA's request
to Brussels, requesting the EU Member States to reconsider the visa situation of South African
diplomats and businessmen. 

The parliamentarians continued their discussion from the 16th IPM on culture and creative 
industries as an engine for economic growth and development. It was noted that President 
Zuma announced during his State of the Nation address in February 2011 that South Africa
would continue to develop its cultural industries sector, which contributed about R2 billion to SA 
GDP. Verheyen underlined the need for more emphasis on cultural education, for reinforced
vocational training programmes focused on the cultural and creative sectors, and for increased
cooperation between schools/students/professionals from the cultural and creative industries 
sector and the private sector and financial institutions. She also pointed out that in the SA-EU 
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Strategic Partnership Action Plan culture was indicated as an area for cooperation, which has 
resulted in the EU-funded Youth Empowerment through Culture and Sports programme (YEP).
The Financing Agreement of the culture component of the YEP (3,5 million euro) aimed at 
supporting civil society organisations in the field of culture was signed in September 2009. 
Unfortunately since then no progress was made due to alleged concerns over the use of EU 
financial and contractual procedures for the Call for Proposals. SA members explained that they
were not aware of this problem, but they would look into the issue and try to give an impetus to 
the implementation of the cultural component of YEP.

EU-SA Science and Technology (S&T) cooperation was also discussed. SA parliamentarians 
underlined the importance of enhanced cooperation and further development of South Africa's 
satellite and space industry due to the increasing importance of these technologies in everyday 
life (e.g. weather forecasts). EP members pointed out that S&T cooperation - addressing key 
global challenges such as climate change, hunger and disease and leveraging research and 
innovation as instruments for development and poverty alleviation - was one of the major 
successes of the South Africa-EU Strategic Partnership. S&T capacity-building and human 
capital development in South Africa was also strongly supported through a Sector Budget 
Support programme under the DCI (€30M) launched in 2008.

Other topics briefly discussed under this agenda items included the TDCA revision, update on 
the Cotonou Agreement revision, and the mid-term review of the Country Strategy Paper for 
South Africa under the DCI.

Global Governance and G8 and G20 focus for 2011

Parliamentarians agreed that G20 was the broadest and most representative forum for 
international economic cooperation and coordination, made up of the industrialized countries 
(G8) and the leading emerging countries. Only this forum had therefore the power, authority and 
decision-making capacity to further major economic projects and to provide effective responses 
to the global crisis.

Members also discussed the upcoming French presidency of the G8 and G20 meetings. Both 
sides, while discussing their expectations for these structures and their priorities for 2011, 
particularly welcomed the fact that development issues, with a focus on Africa, were added as 
priorities to the G20 and G8 agenda. They also expressed hope that G20 and G8 would genuinely 
contribute to achieving the Millennium Development Goals and promote inclusive and 
sustainable economic growth. The parliamentarians also noted that the list of priorities for 2011 
was very ambitious and probably would not be implemented only in one year, but both sides 
expressed their commitment to advance this agenda as much as possible.

General discussion on the role and purpose of the SA-EU interparliamentary cooperation

The 17th IPM concluded with a discussion on the role of SA-EU interparliamentary dialogue and 
cooperation. The EP-SA interparliamentary cooperation, formalised in the Joint Action Plan for 
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the SA-EU strategic partnership of May 2007, provided the upgraded EU-South Africa relation 
with a dedicated and clear parliamentary dimension. Parliamentarians noted that an enhanced 
dialogue was essential to understanding the different points of view on matters of mutual 
interest, in order to satisfy all without prejudicing anyone. Furthermore, SA-EP 
interparliamentary dialogue helped to maintain the momentum and political commitment in 
certain areas of common interest such as the SADC-EU EPA. Finally, IPM sessions acted as a 
peer review of the European Parliament and South African parliament ongoing work and 
performances.

At the end of the IPM sessions, the parliamentarians adopted a joint press statement which
outlined the main conclusions reached during the interparliamentary debates (see Annex).

The dates of the 18th IPM remained to be confirmed.

C.  Bilateral meetings with political groups

The African national Congress (ANC)

Discussions focused on a possible visa waiver for South Africa, on ANC's political programme 
for the forthcoming elections and on education measures undertaken by the SA government. 
Manamela explained that job creation with a special focus on youth, service delivery, and water 
and sanitation were among ANC's priorities. On education, he underlined that the South African
government was providing free education to the poor which should act as an incentive for people 
to go to school. ANC was also trying to involve more people in vocational training and skills 
development programmes. 

The Democratic Alliance (DA) and Independent Democrats (ID)

The EP members held a joint meeting with representatives from the DA and ID, as the two 
parties have merged their electoral lists for the forthcoming local government elections. They 
would however remain as individual parties in the SA parliament.

DA and ID pointed out that, according to their pre-elections research and surveys, at the 
forthcoming local elections the two parties would be able to attract even more voters than last 
time. DA presented itself as a party of delivery as a result of which it was attracting more voters 
and increasing its support. The party also pointed out that it had developed a strong youth 
organisation and had also invested a lot of resources in political education, youth training 
programmes, online learning platform for young people and in the DA young leaders 
programme.

It was pointed out that a major policy difference between ANC and DA was their perception on
the role of the State in the country. Unlike DA, ANC considered that the State must intervene in 
and support the country. ID concluded that in order for the State to play a greater role in South 
Africa, it should firstly develop the necessary capacities. 

The Congress of the People (COPE)
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COPE underlined that their split from the ANC was due to differing views and opinions on 
certain policies (e.g. on the policy towards Zimbabwe, on the way to reduce poverty in SA). 
COPE however stressed that the party did not comprise only ex-ANC members, but it also 
included parliamentarians coming from other political structures. 

During the last local elections COPE received 7,5% of the votes and became the opposition party 
in 5 provinces. COPE however explained that the party was still lacking sufficient capacities, 
resources and local structures in communities to be able to attract a bigger number of voters. 
This would be a real challenge especially in rural communities where people voted for ANC by 
default and still did not associate democracy with having the right to choose between different 
political parties. 

D.  Meetings with Ministers

The Delegation met the Minister of International Relations and Cooperation, Ms Maite Nkoana-
Mashabane, and Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs, Ms Bomo Edna Molewa. The 
discussions focused mainly on the forthcoming COP17 climate change conference in Durban in 
the end of 2011, the SADC-EU EPA, and the situation in Cote d'Ivoire.

Both the EP Delegation and the Ministers underlined that COP17 in Durban must lead to the 
conclusion of a meaningful and binding climate change agreement. Sargentini underlined that the 
success of COP17 lied to a large extent in South Africa's hands, as the host country. Minister 
Molewa noted that with South Africa becoming a member of the BRIC grouping, she would try 
to get the emerging economies on board for a successful outcome of the Durban conference. She 
also urged the EU to try to facilitate the climate change deal amongst the developed world and 
especially with the USA. 

On the SADC-EU EPA, participants stressed the need for successful conclusion of the 
negotiations by mid-2011. Minister Nkoana-Mashabane underlined again the interdependence in 
the SADC region, hence the need for a full EPA promoting regional integration and 
development. In this context, she mentioned that the economies of the small SADC countries 
that signed the interim EPA almost collapsed and South Africa needed to intervene to rescue 
them. Cashman underlined the European Parliament's commitment to the conclusions of a 
development-friendly agreement, respecting the principle of partnership.

The discussion on the difficult situation in Cote d'Ivoire was very open and lively. The Foreign 
Affairs Minister pointed out that the situation in the country was a domestic problem, hence 
interference in its sovereignty and exerting external influence should be avoided. She also 
expressed her disappointment from ECOWAS and the African Union who, according to her, did 
not handle properly the situation there and, in particular, the announcement of the election results 
by the Independent Electoral Commission of Cote d'Ivoire. The Minister believed that there were 
no official results from Cote d'Ivoire's elections. EP members reiterated that for them the election 
results were clear and they should be respected as they represent the will of the Ivorian people.

During the discussion, the Minister also made reference to a letter allegedly from President 
Sarkozy to the Independent Electoral Commission revealing his attempt to control the result of 
the elections. Following the meeting, the Members were given a copy of the letter and after 
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enquiries through the EU Delegation, the letter was dismissed by the French authorities as being 
a falsified letter and the Minister was informed of it by the EP Delegation (see letter Cashman -
Nkoana-Mashabane in Annex).

The EP Delegation and Minister Nkoana-Mashabane concluded that EU and SA shared the same 
concerns and indeed the same goals - finding the best solution for the situation and avoiding
bloodshed and further suffering for the Ivorian people. The EP members also noted that they 
fully supported the work of the African Union Panel to work out a way forward for Cote d'Ivoire. 

E.  Meetings with civil society and project visits

Meetings with civil society

The Delegation met Alison Tilley, executive director of South Africa’s Open Democracy 
Advice Center, to discuss the controversial Protection of Information Bill (the so-called 
“Secrecy Bill”). In 2010, South Africa’s ruling ANC party introduced the Bill in parliament
(deliberations on the Bill are currently stalled), which resulted in nationwide protests from 
human rights and freedom of expression groups, as well as the public, concerned that the Bill 
was the first step towards an ANC clampdown on media freedom and a new age of censorship in 
South Africa. According to ANC, the bill merely was seeking to protect state secrets, the 
publication of which could endanger South Africa’s security. Tilley however explained to the EP 
Delegation that the bill’s definition of a “state secret” was so broad that it could allow the ANC 
to prevent the media from reporting on a very wide range of issues. She therefore urged the EP 
members and the international community to raise awareness and talk up about the value of 
transparency, as international pressure could dissuade South Africa from adopting this piece of 
legislation.

The Delegation also had the opportunity to talk to representatives from the Institute for 
Democracy in South Africa (IDASA) on the overall political situation in South Africa. Issues
raised during the discussions included the lack of legislation on party funding in South Africa, 
the diminishing participation in elections, corruption in South Africa, the overall performance of 
the South African parliament since the first democratic election in 1994. Members agreed to send 
to IDASA a copy of Regulation 1049/2001 on public access to EU institutions' documents and 
the EP draft report on its recast.

The members also met representatives from the South African Sugar Association (SASA), as 
sugar is a very sensitive issue for both sides. SASA noted that lack of capacity and appropriate 
infrastructure prevented ACP countries to fulfil their sugar quotas for the EU. As a result, there 
was a shortage of ACP sugar coming to the EU market. SASA also underlined that if the EU 
were to create a little bit more access for South African sugar to its market, this would have a 
great impact on SA's rural development and job creation. Finally, SASA noted with regret that 
the varied sugar exporting regimes the EU had granted to the different SADC countries (e.g. 
Swaziland and Mozambique exporting under the interim SADC EPA arrangements) created
distortions in the SADC region, disturbed regional integration and even led to tensions. The EP 
Delegation assured SASA that the SADC-EU EPA should be able to solve the above problem.
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The members also had a meeting, combined with a field visit, with Oxford-Emergent 
Tuberculosis Consortium (OETC) and their local partner in South Africa - the South 
African Tuberculosis Vaccine Initiative (SATVI) - whose objective is addressing tuberculosis
through the development of a next generation TB vaccine. The Delegation had a working 
breakfast with Dr Helen McShane, leader of the TB vaccine programme at Oxford University, 
who briefly outlined OECT activities and the tuberculosis situation in South Africa. The 
members then had the opportunity to visit the Faculty of Health Sciences at the University of 
Cape Town (UCT), hosting SATVI. SATVI's co-directors made a short presentation on the TB 
vaccine initiative and showed the members the SATVI's immunology facilities at the University. 
The EP Delegation then proceeded to the SATVI field site, located in Worcester where it made a 
tour of the regional TB hospital (Brewelskloof Hospital), the "case verification" ward for 
admission of infants and children with suspected TB, and the immunology laboratory.

EU-funded projects 

The EP members visited three EU-funded projects - Music Therapy Community Project, Access 
to Justice Project and Youth Unlimited Project. 

For the Music Therapy Project the members visited Woodlands Primary School, where the 
Music Therapy Community Clinic (MTCC) operates. MTCC is a non-profit organisation that 
provides psychosocial support to children and youth affected by trauma and violence by means 
of Music Therapy and Music for Life programs. It is funded under the Victim Empowerment 
Programme (VEP), an EU-funded (18.6M €) project in partnership with the Department of 
Social Development (DSD). After a short presentation by the managers of the programme and a 
brief discussion with young people participating in the programme, the EP Delegation had the 
opportunity to listen to live music performances by children involved in Music Therapy.

The Delegation also visited an Access to Justice Project. The EU programme (25M €, Sector 
Budget Support) supports the Department of Justice and Constitutional Rights (DoJ) in the 
implementation of its policy on improving access to justice/awareness of constitutional rights for 
vulnerable groups in rural/township areas. The visit took place in Du Noon community, where 
the Centre for Conflict Resolution was implementing the project "Mediation and Training 
Services: Strengthening the capacity of civil society to promote human rights and conflict 
management in local communities". The project was to contribute to the management and 
resolution of significant political and community conflict, which often becomes violent, through 
peace-building and peacemaking activities, including mediation, conflict resolution training and 
capacity building. 

Finally, the EP Delegation visited the Salesian Institute in Cape Town for the Youth Unlimited 
(YU) project. YU is based on extensive analysis of and consultation with vulnerable youth and 
on long experience and expertise in working with street youth, troubled youth and youth from 
“normal” backgrounds. The project objective is the development of all youth to become fulfilled, 
independent, integrated and responsible members of society. Interventions involve socializing 
skills, life skills, technical skills (including computer skills and typing, metal/wood/leather 
processing), mentoring, sport, recreation, culture and interactive solidarity. 
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SA-EU Joint Statement

17th SA/EU Inter-parliamentary meeting
21-23 February 2011, Cape Town

The members of the South African Parliament met with members of the European 
Parliament for the 17th Interparliamentary Meeting in Cape Town (South Africa) on 21-
23 February 2011. The open discussions and robust debates, co-chaired by 
Joanmariae Fubbs (SA) and Michael Cashman (EU), covered a wide range of issues.

In advance of the COP17 on climate change in Durban on 28 November-9 December 
2011, the Members agreed that South Africa and EU should play a major role and lead 
the international community to conclude a new binding climate change agreement. It 
was noted that SA played a catalytic role in Copenhagen in ensuring that the process 
continued.

Parliamentarians discussed some of the key issues on the African continent, including 
the consequences of the elections in Cote d’Ivoire, the situation in Zimbabwe, 
impending 54th African State – South Sudan- but also the recent revolutions in North 
Africa, in particular Tunisia and Egypt. Members underlined the challenge of creating a 
democratic process in the North African region and the need for the international 
community to remain active and invest in capacity building for the establishment of 
democratic institutions, free press and the principle of “freedom” in general. 

In the regular debate on the SADC EPA, both sides confirmed once again their 
commitment to conclusion of a balanced EPA supporting regional integration and 
development, beneficial both for the SA and EU. The need for flexibility by all was 
underlined to enable the negotiators to reach an agreement – as planned – by mid 
2011.

Parliamentarians debated for the first time the South-South dialogue and cooperation. 
They recognised its importance as this cooperation is indispensable for a more 
equitable world order. SA parliamentarians stressed that the country will make sure its 
growing economic interactions with large developing countries, including China, India 
and Brazil, results in economic diversification and productive investment. South Africa 
will continue to maintain healthy SA-EU relations.

A focus was given to the recent creation of the European External Action Service which 
was welcomed by the SA side. Members also discussed the upcoming French 
presidency of the G8 and G20 meetings. Both sides, while discussing their 
expectations for these structures, particularly welcomed the fact that development 
issues were added to the G20 agenda.

Other topics discussed included the economic situation in the EU and SA and the role 
of industrial development to bring economic growth, the future of EU development 
policy, EU and SA migration policies and the issue of culture as an engine for 
economic growth and development.
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The 17th IPM concluded with a discussion on the role of SA-EU inter-parliamentary 
dialogue and cooperation. It was agreed that a deeper cohesion is needed in future 
and   a sharing process on the progress made by both sides needs to take place.  Both 
sides agreed that an enhanced dialogue is essential to understanding the different 
points of view on matters of mutual interest, in order to satisfy all without prejudicing 
anyone, in pursuit of a better life for all. 

Issued: 23 February 2011
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA

17th EP / South Africa Interparliamentary Meeting

21 -23 February 2011
South African Parliament, Cape Town

FINAL AGENDA

I. Opening and welcome 

II. Current political issues 
a) Outcome of the UN Climate Change Conference in Cancun in December 2010

 Climate change and environmental issues in South Africa
 Operationalisation of the Green Climate Fund

b) Progress on EU financial assistance to developing countries for climate change

c) The South Sudan Referendum: outcome, the EU observer mission’s statement, the road 
ahead for the Sudan 

d) Situations in African countries holding elections in 2011

f) Key Issues in Africa
 Somalia: piracy, the TFG, AMISOM (African Mission in Somalia)
 Cote d’Ivoire: Recent elections and political turmoil- 2010-2011 Crisis
 Madagascar: the upcoming elections, the SADC mediation
 Tunisia: the ongoing protests, the overthrow of Ben Ali
 Zimbabwe

g) Economic stability of South Africa and EU states: current status

III. Exchange of views and possible recommendations on the Economic 
Partnership Agreements as it relates to:

 Agriculture
 Food Security
 Regional Integration
 SADC- EU Economic Partnership Agreement negotiation
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IV. Discussion on South-South co-operation and development models as they 
relate to:

 Furthering the development agenda of the South
 Co-operation pacts between Asia and Africa
 Impact/lessons for future SA-EU relations
 Lessons from IBSA (India, Brazil, South Africa) grouping
 BRICS

V. Discussion, information sharing and recommendations on South Africa-EU 
Strategic Partnership with reference to:

 New EU Foreign Policy Strategy and outcomes of the review of its Strategic 
Partnerships

 Operationalisation of the European External Action Service
 TDCA
 Cotonou Agreement: current status update
 Development cooperation instrument (DCI) and the mid-term review of the 

country strategy for South Africa
 EU development policy: Update
 Migration: Update on migration and asylum issues in South Africa and Europe
 Culture as an engine for economic growth and development 
 Proposed SA-EU visa waiver agreement
 Enhancing SA-EU Science and Technology Cooperation

VI. Exchange of views on Global Governance with specific reference to:
 G8 and G20 focus for 2011
 10th Anniversary of the UN World Conference Against Racism in 2011

VII.General discussion on the continuing role and purpose of the SA-EU 
interparliamentary cooperation and adoption of joint press statement on 
the 17th IPM
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA

17th EP / South Africa Interparliamentary Meeting
20-25 February 2011

Cape Town - South Africa

FINAL PROGRAMME 

Sunday, 20 February Cape Town

Individual arrivals of participants to:

The Commodore hotel
Portwood Road, Portswood Square, V & A Waterfront, Cape Town

Tel: +27 (0) 21 415 1000 - Fax: +27 (0) 21 415 1100/77

16.00-18.00 Briefing by the EU Delegation 
Venue: The Commodore hotel, Americas Cup meeting room

19.00   Welcome dinner hosted by the South African Parliament
Venue: Reuben's at the One and Only Hotel, Waterfront

Monday, 21 February Cape Town

08.15 Departure from Hotel 

08.45  Arrival of EP Delegation at the South African Parliament
Good Hope Chambers - 100 Plein Street - Cape Town

09.00-10.30 INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS

10.30-10.55 Refreshment break

11.00-12.30 INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS

12.30-14.00 Lunch hosted by the South African Parliament
Venue: National Assembly restaurant, RSA Parliament

14.30-16.00 INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS
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16.00-16.15 Refreshment break

16.15-17.35    INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS

18.30 Reception with EU HoMs and civil society at the German Ambassador's 
Residence  (attendance voluntary)
Venue: “Kirstenberg”, 3 Glastonbury Drive, Cape Town

Tuesday, 22 February Cape Town

08.30 Departure from Hotel 

08.45  Arrival of EP Delegation at the South African Parliament
Good Hope Chambers - 100 Plein Street - Cape Town

09.00-10.30 INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS

10.30-10.55 Refreshment break

11.00-12.30 INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS

12.30-14.00 Lunch hosted by the South African Parliament
Venue: Mint Restaurant, Taj Hotel

14.30-16.00 INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS

16.00-18.00 Meetings with political parties

 16.00 - 16.25 – Independent Democrats
 16.25 - 16.50 – Democratic Alliance 
 17.00 – 17.30 – ANC
 17.30 – 18.00 – COPE

18.30 Return to Hotel

19.30 Cocktail reception hosted by Michael Cashman, Chair of the EP Delegation to 
South Africa 
Venue: Cape Grace Hotel, Conservatory room

Wednesday, 23 February Cape Town

08.30 Departure from Hotel

08.45  Arrival of EP Delegation at the South African Parliament
Good Hope Chambers - 100 Plein Street - Cape Town
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09.00-10.30 Meeting with the Portfolio Committee on Trade and Industry

10.45-11.45 Meeting with Alison Tilley, executive director of South Africa’s Open 
Democracy Advice Center (ODAC), on the “Protection of information” Bill

12.00-13.30 Lunch hosted by the South African Parliament
Venue: National Assembly restaurant, RSA parliament

14.00-16.00 Attendance of the Budget Speech in SA Parliament

16.30-18.00 Meeting with representatives from the Institute for Democracy in South Africa
(IDASA) on the overall political situation in South Africa
Venue: IDASA offices, 6 Spin Street, Church Square

19.00 Dinner hosted by the South African Parliament
Venue: Pigalle Restaurant, Greenpoint

Thursday, 24 February Cape Town

09.15 Departure from Hotel

10.00-11.00 Joint Meeting with Ministers

 Ms Maite Nkoana-Mashabane, Minister of International Relations and Cooperation
 Ms Bomo Edna Molewa, Minister of Water and Environmental Affairs

12.30-14.30 Working lunch with representatives from the South African sugar cane industry
Venue: Cape Grace Hotel

14.30-18.30 Field visits (EU projects)

- Victim Empowerment Programme - visit to an NGO supported by the 
programme and rendering services to victims of crime, mainly women and 
children 

- Access to Justice and Promotion of Constitutional Rights Programme - visit with 
the Department of Justice and the Foundation for Human Rights 

19.00 Return to Hotel

Free evening
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Friday, 25 February Cape Town

07.30 - 08.30 Working breakfast with Dr Helen McShane, leader of the TB vaccine programme 
at Oxford University

08.30 Departure from Hotel

08.30 - 12.45 Field visit - Faculty of Health Sciences (University of Cape Town) and SATVI 
tuberculosis vaccine trial site (Worcester)

12.45 - 13.30 Lunch 

13.30-17.00 Field visit (EU project)

- Youth Unlimited Support Programme for Urban and Rural Youth at Risk - visit 
to training/learning facilities for street children

17.30 Return to Hotel/Airport

End of the official programme



Up-dated: 3 March 2011
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014
Delegation for relations with South Africa

17th Interparliamentary meeting EP/South Africa
20-25 February 2011 in Cape Town

PARTICIPANTS

MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

Mr Michael CASHMAN UK S&D Chair of the Delegation

Ms Judith SARGENTINI NL Greens 1st Vice-Chair of the 
Delegation

Mr Alf SVENSSON SE EPP 2nd Vice-Chair of the 
Delegation

Mr Giles CHICHESTER UK ECR

Mr Bernd LANGE DE S&D

Ms Sabine VERHEYEN DE EPP

ABBREVIATIONS USED FOR POLITICAL GROUPS

EPP Group of the European People's Party (Christian Democrats)
S&D Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats
ECR Group of the European Conservatives and Reformists
Greens/EFA Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance

STAFF

Ms Nikolina VASSILEVA Administrator, ACP Unit
Ms Marianne LORENTZEN Assistant , ACP Unit
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DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA

- THE CHAIR -

         304254         14.03.2011
Ms Maite Nkoana-Mashabane
Minister of International Relations and Cooperation 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
South Africa

Dear Minister, 

Allow me to thank you and Minister Molewa for the frank and honest discussion we had on 24 
February. As I said during the meeting, such exchanges will help us increase our mutual 
understanding. 

I also appreciated your frankness on the difficult situation in Ivory Coast. The European 
Parliament Delegation shares the same concerns and indeed the same goals as expressed by you. 
As I said, we fully support the work of the African Union Panel to find a way forward which will 
avoid bloodshed and further suffering for the Ivorian people. 

I have also had further contact with the French authorities in relation to the letter that you 
referred to regarding the alleged contacts between the French President and the Independent 
Electoral Commission in the aftermath of the elections. This letter was subsequently given to us 
by your services after our meeting. The French authorities have assured me that the President has 
not contacted the Independent Electoral Commission, either verbally or in writing, before or 
since the elections. It is also evident that the poor linguistic style of the letter and the 
grammatical errors contained therein in no way correspond to the language that would be used 
by a Head of State.

I hope, therefore, that this matter can be clarified and have encouraged the French authorities to 
contact you in this respect. 

Yours sincerely,

      Signed

Michael Cashman 

cc: Mr Jerzy Buzek (President of the European Parliament)
     Mr Van der Geer (Head of EU Delegation to the Republic of South Africa)


