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The Delegation for relations with South Africa travelled to South Africa from 27 
February to 2 March 2012. The EP Delegation was led by Michael Cashman (S&D, 
UK), Chair of the Delegation, and comprised seven more members - Judith Sargentini 
(Greens, NL), first Vice-Chair of the Delegation, Sabine Verheyen (EPP, DE), Mario 
Mauro (EPP, IT), Salvador Sedo i Alabart (EPP, ES), Boris Zala (S&D, SK), Morten 
Lokkegaard (ALDE, DA) and Giles Chichester (ECR, UK). 

The 19th European Parliament-South Africa Inter-parliamentary meeting (EP-SA IPM) 
took place on 29 February and 1 March and was co-chaired by Michael Cashman (on 
the EU side) and Joan Fubbs (Chair of the SA Delegation for relations with the EP, on 
the South Africa side). The discussions covered a wide range of topics, including South 
Africa's Protection of State Information Bill, the eurozone debt crisis and its impact on 
Africa, regional integration, the SADC-EU Economic Partnership Agreement, 
environmental issues and climate change, political challenges in the Arab Spring 
countries, etc. A joint statement was adopted at the end of the IPM (see text attached).   

Besides the inter-parliamentary meeting, the EP Delegation held numerous bilateral 
meetings in Pretoria, Johannesburg and Cape Town with representatives from civil 
society, think-thanks, the economic and industry sector and international organisations, 
including meetings with the EU Delegation and EU Member States Ambassadors. The 
Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) held a bilateral meeting with the Speaker 
of the National Assembly of South Africa, Hon. Max Sisulu, and meetings with South 
Africa’s political parties. The Delegation also visited EU-funded projects.

South Africa’s Protection of State Information Bill  was a major focus in the 
Delegation’s discussions.

The Delegation would like to express its thanks to the EU Delegation in Pretoria, and in 
particular to the EU Ambassador Roeland van de Geer, for their support and advice 
during the Delegation’s visit in South Africa.

B. The Inter-parliamentary meeting: main topics

South Africa's Protection of State Information Bill

Initially, the SA side declined to add this item on the agenda. However, the issue was
finally included on the agenda for discussion at the very last moment, just prior to the 
official opening of the 19th IPM session. The South African parliamentarians presented 
the Bill and the processes that are currently being pursued in the National Council of 
Provinces (2nd House of Parliament), such as the public consultations and public 
hearings taking place throughout the country. They underlined that the Bill's function 
was to protect certain state information and was very similar, in this sense, to laws and 
regulations in different countries around the world. SA members also explained that the 
Bill had been substantially revised compared to its original version, taking into account 
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civil society concerns. Finally, it was pointed out that the Bill should not be read on its 
own, but in the context of other legislation in South Africa, such as the Constitution. 

Co-Chair Cashman underlined the importance of openness and transparency of 
legislative acts. In this regard, MEPs expressed their concerns over the Bill, in particular 
on the vague and very broad definitions on the type of information that could be 
classified and on who can classify information. They underlined the need for greater 
clarity and specificity of definitions in the Bill in order to avoid unintended 
consequences (such as undermining freedom of speech and expression), but also to 
enhance citizens' understanding of the Bill and thus increase their confidence in
politicians and the legislative process. 

The eurozone debt crisis and its impact on Africa

The current financial crisis in Europe was discussed at length as well as its implications 
for the world economy and more particularly for South Africa.

Mario Mauro explained that the EU crisis was not only economic and financial, but also 
a political one. MEPs however underlined that in every crisis there is an opportunity 
that should be grasped. As Morten Lokkeggard pointed out, the European Union itself 
was established during a crisis period for Europe and Europeans are therefore used to 
dealing with crises, finding solutions and moving ahead. In this context, the EU should 
use this particularly difficult moment to improve and start strictly implementing its 
legislation (especially in the economic area), but also to address some of its structural 
problems. SA parliamentarian Ian Davidson emphasised the need for the establishment 
of an EU fiscal union (as a next step to the monetary union), which would require 
further giving-up of national sovereignty. MEPs agreed that the only way to address 
EU's structural challenges was through further unification, greater cooperation, "more 
Europe" in all policy areas, including EU foreign policy. 

Due to the strong trade relations between South Africa and the EU, the crisis in Europe
is negatively affecting SA's economy. In addition, the EU crisis led to lower level of 
remittances originating in Europe and flowing to South Africa, to devaluation of the 
Rand, and to decrease in development aid.

SADC-EU Economic Partnership Agreement

SA member Ian Davidson introduced the debate by explaining that negotiations on the 
SADC-EU Economic Partnership Agreement had substantially progressed. He also 
pointed out the need for better diversification of South Africa's economy and trade 
relations. 

MEPs underlined that there was a need for flexibility in the negotiations not only from 
the EU but also from the South African side, in order to reach an agreement. EU 
Ambassador Roeland van de Geer emphasised that both parties should look more 
carefully into and assess the concessions that each side had offered to the other. He also 
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noted that the trade offer made by the EU to South Africa and the SADC negotiating 
group was the best EU offer ever made to any country or region.   

There was a general understanding that EPA negotiations should be successfully 
concluded as soon as possible, as trade relations between South Africa and the EU are 
of great importance for both parties. In addition, an EPA would support job creation, 
economic growth and investment in South Africa and could facilitate the overall 
implementation of South Africa's National Development Plan: Vision 2030. 

Political challenges in Egypt, Tunisia, Libya, Syria, Zimbabwe, Horn of Africa

Parliamentarians acknowledged the extent of challenges the Arab Spring countries were 
facing. They pointed out that the international community should respect the democratic 
processes undergoing in these states and assist the consolidation of democracy therein. 
To this end, the EU was trying to mobilise all the instruments available within the 
European Neighbourhood Policy (ENP) and development policy. Giles Chichester 
welcomed the fact that women and young people were engaged in the democratic 
protests in the Arab states, and underlined that their participation in the ongoing 
democratic processes in these countries would be crucial. 

On Zimbabwe, parliamentarians agreed that elections should not be rushed but must 
take place only when the necessary conditions for transparent, peaceful and credible 
elections were in place. Judith Sargentini explained the EU decision to soften its 
restrictive measures on Zimbabwe (by removing 51 people and 20 companies from the 
list of those subject to an EU visa ban and asset freeze). She expressed hope that this 
was going to provide further encouragement and support to the ongoing SADC 
facilitation process in the implementation of the Global Political Agreement (GPA) and
thus bring in positive change in the country. South African parliamentarian Hargreaves 
Magama insisted on total removal of the restrictive measures to enable SADC and SA to 
facilitate the GPA implementation, although he noted with appreciation the progress 
made by the EU.

Environmental issues and climate change

Co-Chair Cashman underlined the importance of policy coherence and a long-term 
vision for our future development, especially in times when we are facing a global 
recession, a food crisis, a looming energy crisis, and climate change. Salvador Sedo i 
Alabart also pointed out the clear link between environmental sustainability and poverty 
reduction, and in particular between sustainable energy policies and economic growth, 
between environmental policies and improvement of health, etc. He emphasised the 
importance of environmental liability, enforcing the "polluter pays principle" on 
companies and operators responsible for environmental damage. 

From further exchanges among MEPs it emerged that the theme of water management 
was gaining prominence in South Africa also as part of the climate policy of the 
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country. SA members emphasised the increasing problems experienced by South Africa 
in the water pollution domain, asking for EU support and help in tackling the problem.  

Ambassador van de Geer talked about the ongoing discussions between the EU and the 
SA government with a view to ensure continuity in the EU  interventions while 
extending the EU development cooperation programme for South Africa to also cover 
sustainable development actions and investing in South Africa's "green" economy. SA 
member Adrian Williams confirmed that South Africa would be definitely looking into 
a "greener" economy in the future, which was also a lesson learnt from the Durban 17th 
Conference of the Parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (COP17) in December 2011.

Parliamentarians reaffirmed their commitment to the resolutions taken at the COP17
and agreed that the Durban Platform for Enhanced Action in its entirety was a 
significant step forward in the climate negotiations. They also underscored the 
importance for all parties to adhere to the Platform contents and to start work on a new 
legally binding treaty to cut greenhouse gases applicable to all parties, to be decided by 
2015 and come into force by 2020. 

Regional integration and infrastructure development

The EU Members shared lessons learnt from EU integration and encouraged their South 
African counterparts to forge ahead initiatives towards the integration of the Southern 
African region. 

Co-Chair Cashman emphasised the importance of effective monitoring, legal and 
enforcement mechanisms to achieve regional integration, and underlined the essential 
role of a regional parliamentary body (such as the European Parliament) in this regard. 
MEPs explained the need of pooling powers when there was a clear advantage of this. 
Sabine Verheyen however noted that this should not lead to over-centralisation of power
to a supranational level, as there were still issues which could be dealt with and best 
implemented at local level (subsidiarity principle). 

Salvador Sedo i Alabart pointed out the important role of South Africa as a motor to 
integration in the Southern African region. He underlined that genuine regional 
integration did not only mean enhanced trade relations and economic integration, but 
also political integration. In this regard, Morten Lokkegaard noted that although the EU 
may appear to be driven by economic integration, from its very inception progressive 
political integration was its ultimate objective.

SA members also discussed the importance of infrastructure development 
(telecommunications, rail, roads, water infrastructure, etc.) to facilitate regional 
integration and trade and ensure sustainable development. Sabine Verheyen pointed out 
that besides investment in infrastructure development, the Southern African region 
should also invest in human capital development for sustainable development. 
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South Africa's National Development Plan: Vision 2030

Cameron Dugmore from South Africa's National Planning Commission presented the 
“National Development Plan: Vision 2030”. The Plan, finalised in November 2011, 
aims to fight poverty, reduce inequality and to improve the life chances of all South 
Africans, but particularly of the young people in the country. Specific goals include an 
average GDP growth rate of 5.4% a year and a steep cut in the unemployment rate to 
6% from 25% currently (through the creation of 11 million new jobs). Co-Chair 
Cashman noted that the Plan was very ambitious and an excellent basis for poverty 
alleviation and sustainable development. The challenge however for every insightful 
analysis and plan was its implementation.  

Parliamentarians pointed out that the Plan could be successful only if there was a broad 
consensus on it and if the whole South African society actively participated in its 
implementation (civil society, business, parliament, political entities). 

MEPs underlined the importance of increased investment in human capital and 
education, which would develop the capabilities of South Africans and eventually 
improve their employment perspectives (as unemployment is currently one of the 
biggest challenges in the country).

Social and economic impact of the FIFA World Championship 2010

The South African parliamentarians shared the challenges and achievements from
hosting the 2010 FIFA World Cup tournament and how the event had impacted on the 
country, economically and socially. Salvador Sedo i Alabart pointed out that hosting a
World Cup always has a unifying effect upon people and is creating a sense of 
belonging and pride. Hargreaves Magama concluded that if all these effects were taken
into consideration, the World Cup was definitely worth the price South Africa had paid. 

C.  Bilateral meetings with political parties

MEPs met representatives from the four major opposition parties in the South African 
Parliament, namely the Democratic Alliance, the Congress of the People, the 
Independent Democrats and the Inkatha Freedom Party. The bilateral meeting scheduled 
with the African National Congress did not take place, due to other engagements of the 
Chief Whip of the party.

During the bilateral meetings with the different political parties Members discussed the 
overall situation in South Africa and the challenges the country was facing, the 
Protection of State Information Bill, as well as the objectives of the parties for the 
forthcoming general elections in 2014.

D.  Meetings with civil society, South Africa's economic and industry sector, and 
international organisations
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MEPs discussed South Africa's Protection of Information Bill with Mondli Makhanya, 
Chair of the South African National Editors Forum (SANEF), Raymond Lowel from the 
Freedom of Expression Institute (FXI),  Alison Tilley and Hennie van Vuuren from the 
Right2Know campaign. The experts pointed out that although the current version of the 
Bill was improved compared to the original one, there were still a number of significant 
shortcomings that need to be addressed. The Bill has therefore the potential to play a 
significant role in transforming South Africa's society to a society of transparency, 
accountability and responsiveness, but in order to do so, it has to respect openness, free 
speech and access to information. 

Parliamentarians met representatives from the International Organisation for Migration 
(IOM) to discuss migration history, trends and challenges of migration in South 
Africa and the region. IOM explained that South Africa is the single most important 
destination in the region for skilled and unskilled workers. Increased migration 
pressures from climate change to political conflict were pushing out migration from 
sending countries (including countries from Sub-Saharan Africa, the Arab Spring 
countries but also from Asia), while the performance of South Africa's economy was 
acting as a magnet for those who leave their own countries to try for a better life 
elsewhere. Unfortunately, there was lack of centralised, reliable and available migration 
and movement data in South Africa. 

To manage migration in the region in best way possible governments, but also other 
stakeholders such as banks and employers, must play an important role. MEPs 
underlined the need for facilitated transfer of remittances and reduced transactions costs
of remittances of migrant workers. They also explained that the European Parliament 
was in the process of discussing the EU Migration and Asylum policy. 

With the Institute for Security Studies (ISS), MEPs discussed South Africa's diplomatic
and military role in conflict resolution in Africa. ISS noted that South Africa was the 
only country on the continent capable of funding its own military and peace-keeping 
operations. Of course, SA was always aiming for a regional, consensual, soft approach 
in conflict resolution in third countries, as it considers that conflict resolution should 
come from within the country itself. In addition, the country could not really afford to 
spend resources in military and peace-keeping operations when there was a clear need 
for funds for poverty reduction within the country. ISS also underlined that South Africa 
was still in a process of learning how to be a major power on the continent. 

With regard to the crime situation in South Africa, ISS informed the MEPs that crime
levels had been decreasing. Unfortunately, statistics did not take into account the 
unreported cases, which for some types of crime could be quite high (e.g. 30 to 60% of 
rapes are unreported).

Members also met Thabi Leoka, Head of Macroeconomic research in Standard Bank, to 
discuss the economic situation in South Africa. She noted that South Africa's economy 
was in recession with the mining, manufacturing, agriculture and construction sectors 
significantly slowing down. Unemployment was one of the biggest challenges for the 
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country, with youth unemployment reaching 50% (the highest in the world). In the 
2008-2009 recession only, South Africa lost one million jobs. There was therefore an 
urgent need for implementation of job-creation-oriented growth plans. In order to halve 
unemployment by 2020 South Africa would need 7% growth. In addition, more 
investment would be needed in the agriculture and rural development sector as well as 
in the education sector (especially for development of technical schools, for training of 
teachers), as students often did not have the necessary skills and knowledge to be 
absorbed by the labour market. 

It was also noted that the crisis in Europe further destabilised South Africa's economy, 
due to the very close trade relations between the two sides. South Africa was therefore 
trying to diversify its trade relations, mainly by enhancing trade with the rest of the 
BRICS countries. Simon Freemantle, Senior Analyst in the African Political Economy
Unit in Standard Bank, explained to the MEPs that this diversification was not a shift 
away from Europe but a move towards multipolarity in SA's trade relations. 
Parliamentarians however noted that, unfortunately, the trade quality with the BRICS 
countries was not as good as the one with the EU. Unlike the EU which trades a wide 
range of goods with South Africa, the BRICS states focus exclusively on commodities 
import from South Africa and on low quality cheap manufactured goods export to South 
Africa. This trade balance prevents South Africa to develop its manufacturing sector. Of 
all the BRICS countries, China is by far the most present state in South Africa, followed 
by India and Brazil. Relations with Russia are moderate. Simon Freemantle also 
emphasised the need for South Africa to further develop its trade relations in the region 
and on the African continent, in particular with Nigeria. 

At the meeting with representatives from the South African Sugar Association (SASA), 
MEPs discussed the access of SA's sugar to the EU markets, one of the outstanding 
issues which block the negotiations on the SADC-EU Economic Partnership 
Agreement. SASA explained that the South African sugar industry was shrinking and 
the overall sustainability of the industry was at risk. At the same time, SASA reiterated 
that there was a shortage of ACP sugar coming to the EU market because ACP 
countries could not fulfil their sugar quotas. In view of this situation, SASA requested 
for more access for SA sugar to the EU, a request which was fully supported by the 
SADC group and the South African government. They also emphasised that increased 
access for sugar would positively impact on SA's rural development, and in particular 
on job creation. MEPs explained that flexibility on both sides was needed to unblock the 
EPA negotiations. In this context, if South Africa would like to obtain better access for 
its sugar to the EU markets, the country could, for instance, make a concession in 
another outstanding area in the SADC-EU EPA. 

Members also met Dr Bernie Fanaroff, the Project Director of the Square Kilometer 
Array (SKA) project in South Africa. The SKA will be a revolutionary radio telescope 
that will allow scientists to address many of the fundamental, unanswered questions 
about our Universe. The SKA will be located in the Southern Hemisphere - South 
Africa (together with eight partner African countries) and Australia are the two 
candidates sites for the SKA - and will be by far the largest and most sensitive radio 
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telescope ever built. It will comprise more than 3,000 receiving dishes, extending from a 
central core to at least 3,000 km. The development of the SKA could become a 
powerful driver of socioeconomic growth in South Africa and its neighbouring 
countries. It could boost the region's human capital by training a new generation of 
highly qualified scientists, technician and professionals, and create a whole new range 
of opportunities and international collaboration for the region's industry. The official 
decision on the site for the SKA is expected in April 2012. The project was 
overwhelmingly supported by Members of the European Parliament, through the 
adoption of a Written Declaration during the March Plenary session.

MEPs also had a meeting with Jonathan Deal, Chairman of the "Treasure the Karoo 
Action Group", on fracking in South Africa. Hydraulic fracturing, or fracking, is the 
controversial technology used for the extraction of shale gas.  The technique involves a 
vertical well that is drilled to a depth of between 2000 m and 6000 m. This process 
fractures the shale rock layer, releasing the gas trapped between rock particles. Millions 
of litres of water are required for one frack per well, as well as thousands of litres of 
chemicals (ranging from benign to highly toxic). A myriad of risks are therefore 
associated with fracking, not only related to human health, but also with detrimental 
effects on ecosystems, including water pollution. Jonathan Deal underlined that under 
the present circumstances fracking in South Africa is unsustainable. A Task Team, 
representing expertise from different Ministries and stakeholders (health, environment, 
agriculture, energy, etc), was set up to oversee fracking in the country, but he expressed 
doubts about the credibility of their findings due to limited time to finalise the report. In 
addition, as part of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, reliance on fossil fuels should 
be reduced while investment in renewable energy sources increased to provide solutions 
to South Africa's energy problems.

E. Project visits

Orange Farm Human Rights Advice Centre

Orange Farm is the biggest and most populous informal settlement in South Africa. In 
2011, the population was estimated to be over one million people. The challenges faced 
by this community are high levels of poverty; low levels of literacy; lack of basic 
services; lack of access to justice and health care facilities; lack of employment which 
leads to increased crime.

The Orange Farm Human Rights Advice Centre was established in 1996 to alleviate the 
suffering of the community members through sustainable grassroots initiatives aimed at 
local empowerment. The Advice Centre was closed in 2006 due to lack of funding and
reopened in 2008 with the help of EU funds through the Access to Justice Programme.
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The Advice Centre assists in access to information; referrals, legal advice and legal 
assistance on a wide range of issues concerning accessing of birth certificates and
identification documents; accessing social grants; labour mediation; evictions; 
unemployment; domestic violence; child abuse and disability issues. They also provide 
assistance to refugees and asylum seekers. In addition, the centre runs a day-care centre
and a recycling project which contributes to the funds needed to run the centre. The 
project also alleviates pollution and empowers the community by showing alternative 
ways of making money whilst saving the environment. 

The EP Delegation heard a range of presentations on the work undertaken by groups in 
the fields of justice, human rights and health care.

Ubuntu Clinic, Khayelitsha Township

South Africa has one of the highest rates of HIV/AIDS and tuberculosis (TB) co-
infection in the world - approximately 70% of people living with HIV have tuberculosis. 
Fighting both diseases together, where appropriate, is therefore seen as crucial.

Members of the EP made a tour of the Ubuntu Clinic - a “one-stop-shop” for TB/HIV 
care where co-infected patients could access both TB and HIV services at the same 
clinic. They exchanged views with patients from the Antiretroviral Therapy Adherence 
group and discussed on community models of care with the Treatment Action 
Campaign. Professor Mark Nikol, Head of the Division of Medical Microbiology at the 
University of Cape Town and the National Laboratory Service, presented to the 
Members the latest TB diagnostic - a two-hour molecular diagnostic called GeneXpert.
He explained that improved case detection and early initiation of treatment are key
factors in reducing overall mortality and preventing further ongoing transmission of TB, 
and in particular drug-resistant TB.
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Joint Statement
19th EP-SA Inter-parliamentary meeting

29 February-1 March 2012
South Africa (Cape Town)

The 19th South Africa-European Union Interparliamentary meeting (IPM) between 
Members of the South African Parliament and Members of the European Parliament 
took place at the National Assembly of South Africa (Cape Town) on the 29 February 
and 1 March 2012. 

The discussions focused on current economic and political issues in South Africa, 
Europe and internationally.

On the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) both parties agreed to the urgency for 
the SADC-EU EPA process to be successfully concluded. It was also noted that the 
EPA negotiations are ongoing with a view to reaching full agreement as soon as 
possible. Both parties reiterated their commitment to a mutually beneficial trade 
agreement.

Parties also reaffirmed their commitment to the resolutions taken at the Durban 17th

Conference of the Parties of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (COP17) in December 2011. The Durban Platform for Enhanced Action which 
anchors the entire Durban package is historically significant. Without the Durban 
Platform there would not have been a second commitment period under the Kyoto 
Protocol, the Establishment of the Green Climate Fund, the Adaption Committee. The 
Green Climate Fund was welcomed by both the South African and EU Delegations. 
They also underscored to vigilantly ensure that their respective Governments abide by 
the commitment.

South African Parliamentarians presented the National Development Plan including the 
2030 Vision, Education, Rural Development and Skills project, Local Community 
projects, Water management and Sustainable Development programmes and poverty 
alleviation. 

The parties discussed the political situation in North Africa, the Horn of Africa, Syria 
and Zimbabwe, and acknowledged the extent of the challenges therein as well as 
peaceful initiatives in this regard. They also reiterated the firm believe that as a 
principle they are of the view that the democratic will of the citizens of those countries 
must be respected. 

The EU Members took the opportunity to share lessons learnt from the EU integration 
and to encourage their South African counterparts to forge ahead with initiatives 
towards the integration of the Southern African Communities. 



CR\894346EN.doc                                 Page 12/19 PE468.310v01-00

EN EN

The South African parliamentarians shared the challenges and achievements gained in 
the hosting of the 2010 FIFA World Cup tournament and how the event had impacted 
on the country, economically and socially. The various lessons learnt from the massive 
infrastructure development has laid the foundation for a realistic multi-billion 
infrastructure project which would help address the triple challenge of poverty, 
unemployment and bring about equality. 

The current financial crisis in Europe was discussed at length, as well as its implications 
for the world economy and more particularly for South Africa.

The SA Parliamentarians also took the opportunity to present the Protection of State 
Information Bill 6 of 2010 and the processes that are currently being pursued in the 2nd

House of Parliament (NCOP), such as the public consultations and public hearings that 
are taking place throughout the country.

The lively and frank debate during the 19th SA-EU IPM reaffirmed the South African 
and European commitment to continue engaging on issues of mutual concern and 
appreciate the interaction as a valuable mechanism to strengthen ties. 

Issued: 1 March 2012
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19th South Africa – European Union
Inter-parliamentary Meeting

FINAL AGENDA

I. South Africa's Protection of State Information Bill

II. Current  economic and political issues 
a. The eurozone debt crises and its impact on Africa
b. Economic Partnership Agreements (EPA) - update
c. Political challenges in Egypt, Tunisia, Libya, Syria, Zimbabwe, Horn of 

Africa

III. Environmental issues and climate change
 Water management
 Sustainable development programmes
 Implementation of COP17 resolutions

IV. South Africa-EU relations
 Regional integration

V. Infrastructure in the Southern African Region 

VI. National Development Plan
 Vision for 2030 
 Skills development projects
 Rural development
 Local community projects
 Education
 MDGs

VII. Social and economic impact of the FIFA World Championship 2010

VIII. General
 Adoption of Draft Statement
 Consideration of dates for the 20th SA-EU IPM
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA

19th EP / South Africa Interparliamentary Meeting
27 February - 2 March 2012

Johannesburg/Pretoria/Cape Town - South Africa

FINAL PROGRAMME 

Sunday, 26 February Johannesburg

Individual arrival of MEPs in Johannesburg. Accommodation at the Protea Hotel Fire & Ice! 
Melrose Arch

19.15 Meeting at hotel lobby

19.30 Working dinner with the Head of the EU Delegation to South Africa, Ambassador 
Roeland van de Geer, on the political and economic situation in South Africa 
Venue: Pigalle Restaurant in Melrose Arch (within walking distance from hotel)

Monday, 27 February Pretoria

08.00 Departure from Hotel to Pretoria

09.00-10.15 Briefing by the EU Delegation
Venue: EU Delegation Headquarters in Pretoria

10.15-11.15 Meeting with the EU Member States' Ambassadors
Venue: EU Head of Delegation residence

12.00-13.00 Meeting with the International Organisation for Migration (IOM) Regional
Office for East & Southern Africa
Venue: IOM Regional Office in Pretoria

13.00-13.45 Finger food lunch
Venue: IOM Regional Office in Pretoria

13.45 Depart to ISS Office

14.00-16.30 Meeting/briefing by the Institute for Security Studies on South Africa's diplomatic
and military role in conflict resolution in Africa, and UN-AU enhanced
cooperation in peace and security matters in Africa, as well as on South Africa's
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crime situation
Venue: ISS Office, 361 Veale Street, Block C, Brooklyn Court, Pretoria

17.30 Return to Hotel

19.30 Working dinner on South Africa's Protection of State Information Bill with Mr.
Mondli Makhanya, Chair of the South African National Editors Forum (SANEF)
and Mr. Raymond Lowel of the Freedom of Expression Institute (FXI)
Venue: Hotel restaurant (reserved fireplace area)

Tuesday, 28 February Johannesburg

08.00 Breakfast meeting with Ms. Thabi Leoka, Head of Macroeconomic research –
South Africa, Standard Bank, on "South Africa 2012 – In Europe’s cold grip"
Venue: Hotel, Milan Room

09:30 Check-out from Hotel (luggage bus)

09.30 Depart to Orange Farm

10.00-13.00 Briefing at the Foundation of Human Rights' Orange Farm Advice Centre and
tour

13.00-13.45 Finger food lunch
Venue: Orange Farm

13.45 Depart Orange Farm to Rosebank, Johannesburg

14.30 - 16.00 Meeting/briefing by Dr. Bernie Fanaroff, SKA SA Project Director
Venue: SKA South Africa Office, 17 Baker Street, Rosebank, Johannesburg

17.00 - 18.00 Meeting with representatives of the South African sugar cane industry
Venue: Kalahari Room, Hilton Intercontinental Hotel (at the airport)

19.50 - 22.00 Flight to Cape Town

22.00               Arrival in Cape Town

23.00               Check-in at the Commodore Hotel, Waterfront

Wednesday, 29 February Cape Town

08.30 Departure from Hotel 

08.45  Arrival of EP Delegation at the South African Parliament

09.00-10.30 INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS

10.30-10.55 Refreshment break
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11.00-12.30 INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS

12.30-14.00 Lunch hosted by the South African Parliament
Venue: National Assembly Restaurant

14.30-16.00 INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS

16.00-16.15 Refreshment break

16.30-17.30   Courtesy call on Hon. Max Sisulu, Speaker of the National Assembly of South 
Africa

18.00 Return to Hotel

19.30 Welcome Dinner hosted by the South African Parliament
Venue: Taj Hotel

Thursday, 1 March Cape Town

08.30 Departure from Hotel 

08.45  Arrival of EP Delegation at the South African Parliament

09.00-11.00 INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS

11.00-11.25 Refreshment break

11.30-13.00 INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS

13.00-14.30 Lunch hosted by the South African Parliament
Venue: Five Flies Restaurant

15.00-17.00 Meetings with political parties 

 15.00 – 15.30 – Democratic Alliance 
 15.30 – 16.00 – COPE 
 16.00 – 16.30 – Independent Democrats
 16.30 – 17.00 – IFP

17.00 Depart to IDASA building (on foot, #6 Spin Street).

17.30 Meeting with representatives of the Right2Know campaign on South Africa's 
Protection of State information Bill (tbc)
Venue: IDASA building, #6 Spin Street (tbc)

19.00 Cocktail reception hosted by Michael Cashman, Chair of the EP Delegation to 
South Africa 
Venue: Cape Grace Hotel, West Quay, Victoria & Alfred Waterfront
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Friday, 2 March Cape Town

08.30 Departure from Hotel

Visit to Ubuntu Clinic, Khayelitsha Township

13.00-14:30 Lunch with EU Consuls in Cape Town and HoMs who may be in Cape Town
Venue: Cape Town Hotel School, Arnold Brock Rom, Granger Bay

14:30 Briefing by Mr. Jonathan Deal, Chairman of the "Treasure the Karoo Action 
Group", on how fracking may jeopardize the SKA/MeerKAT project in South 
Africa
Venue: IDASA building, Dakar Room, #6 Spin Street

15:30 Briefing with Mr. Simon Freemantle, Senior Analyst: African Political Economy
Unit, Standard Bank, on "SA and the BRICs: new partnerships in a multi-polar
World"
Venue: IDASA building, Dakar Room, #6 Spin Street

Return to Hotel/Airport

End of the official programme
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014
Delegation for relations with South Africa

19th Interparliamentary meeting EP/South Africa
27 February-2 March 2012 in Johannesburg-Pretoria-Cape Town

PARTICIPANTS

MEMBERS OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 

Mr Michael CASHMAN UK S&D Chair of the Delegation

Ms Judith SARGENTINI NL Greens 1st Vice-Chair of the 
Delegation

Mr Mario MAURO IT EPP

Mr Salvador SEDO I ALABART ES EPP

Ms Sabine VERHEYEN DE EPP

Mr Boris ZALA SK S&D

Mr Morten LOKKEGAARD DA ALDE

Mr Giles CHICHESTER UK ECR

ABBREVIATIONS USED FOR POLITICAL GROUPS

EPP Group of the European People's Party (Christian Democrats)
S&D Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and Democrats
ECR Group of the European Conservatives and Reformists
Greens/EFA Group of the Greens/European Free Alliance

SECRETARIAT OF THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

Ms Nikolina VASSILEVA Administrator, ACP Unit
Ms Pascale CANART Assistant, ACP Unit

POLITICAL GROUPS
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Ms Catarina CALDEIRA Policy advisor EPP

19TH SA-EU Inter-Parliamentary Meeting 
29 February-1 March 2012

SOUTH AFRICAN PARLIAMENT
Cape Town

PARTICIPANTS

SOUTH AFRICAN MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT

NAME SURNAME POLITICAL PARTY
Ms Fatima HAJAIG ANC
Mr Joan FUBBS ANC
Ms Nosilevere MAGADLA ANC
Mr Hargreaves MAGAMA ANC
Mr Mduduzi MANANA ANC
Mr Buti MANAMELA ANC
Mr Thabadiawa MUFAMADI ANC
Ms Zephroma DUBAZANE ANC
Mr Adrian WILLIAMS ANC
Mr Ebrahim SULLIMAN ANC
Mr Bafunani MNGUNI ANC
Mr Ian DAVIDSON DA
Mr Bill ELOFF DA
Mr Nicolaas KOORNHOF COPE


