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A. Introduction 
 
The 13th IPM took place in pre-electoral period for both the South African and the European 
Parliament. This was indeed a special moment for South African political life: just before the 
fourth national elections since the end of apartheid, after a particularly important political 
crisis which has led to the resignation of President Mbeki and the creation of a new party by 
dissidents from the ANC, the Congress of the People (COPE).  
 
This was also an important moment for EU-South African relations after the first EU-South 
Africa Summit held in Bordeaux in July 2008 and a few weeks after the troika meeting in 
Kleinmond, on 16 January 2009. The visit a week earlier of the then newly appointed 
Commissioner for Trade Catherine Ashton greatly helped to reach a better understanding on 
the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs). 
 
Both the internal challenges of South Africa and the global challenges that Europe and South 
Africa face together were at the heart of most of the meetings. Amongst the global challenges 
the necessity of a common response to climate change was strongly highlighted. 
 
Besides the IMP meeting, many field visits allowed the delegation to better understand the 
manifold social and economic agenda of South Africa: the fight against poverty and the 
rehabilitation of townships; the fight against HIV/Aids; and economic development. 
 
The situation in neighbouring Zimbabwe was also high on the agenda, as the EP delegation 
arrived a few days after the inauguration of the “power-sharing government”. Most of the 
discussions focused on a possible resuming of EC development aid and on the conditions 
which should be attached to it. 
 
The main conclusion of the mission was to highlight the importance of South Africa’s 
example to Africa and to the world. The rainbow nation is often praised in terms of 
democracy and multiracial cohabitation, despite some shortcomings for the latter. As the most 
developed country in Sub-Saharan Africa, it should also be held as an example and the engine 
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of the continent, in terms of fighting poverty and climate change.  
 
The 13th IPM took place in Cape Town after a couple of days of field visit in Port Elizabeth. 
The EP delegation was chaired by M. Vittorio PRODI (ALDE, IT), Chair of the Delegation, 
and composed of Ms Frieda BREPOELS (EPP-ED, BE), Mr Michael GAHLER (EPP-ED, 
DE) and Mr Jan MULDER (ALDE, NL). This was the first IMP co-chaired by Mr Prodi who 
had conducted a Bureau visit to Cape Town in October 2008, shortly after his appointment as 
Chair of the EP Delegation for Relations with South Africa. 
 

B. The Inter-parliamentary meeting: main themes 
 
The IPM lasted a whole day, covering a wide range of topics of mutual interest from the 
situation in Gaza and in Zimbabwe to research and development, through agriculture and the 
Lisbon Treaty. Nevertheless the financial / economic crisis and climate change were the core 
issues. Other themes included the elections in South Africa (and EP), and on the relations 
between the EU and South Africa, particularly the parliamentary dimension. On the Economic 
Partnership Agreement (EPA), the parliamentarians welcomed the new spirit in which the 
Commission negotiated, after a recent visit of Trade Commissioner Ashton to the region. 
 
The financial and economic crisis 
 
South Africa stayed at first untouched by the financial crisis but was later directly hurt by the 
subsequent economic crisis. Job cuts increased and South Africa’s commodities, as they are 
mainly exported, were “automatically affected” by the world crisis, said SA MP Davidson.  
 
Several South African MPs, and notably Ms Magau, expressed their concern about 
development aid, and feared that some commitments made under the Joint Action Plan of the 
Strategic Partnership might be affected. Mr Gahler reassured them that the EU commitments 
will be fulfilled as they are already budgeted under the current financial instruments which 
will last until 2013. 
 
For SA MP Skosana, the current governments’ plans are short-term solutions but long-term 
solutions should be looked for. Most parliamentarians from both sides agreed that to 
overcome the crisis, a complete reform of world economy excesses was needed. More 
transparency is needed. The crisis is the consequence of the discrepancy between virtual 
money and the real economy. For Mr Prodi the international financial institutions also have to 
be deeply reformed and their link to the UN has to be reinforced. In addition we should take 
this opportunity to invest in infrastructures and research, in a way that helps fighting climate 
change. 
 
Climate change and energy independence 
 
The issue of energy in South Africa had been widely debated since the 11th IMP last year. 
This year the question of European energy independence was at the heart of the discussions. 
SA MP Martins reacted to what happened earlier between Ukraine and Russia and wondered 
whether the EU energy independence was guaranteed as far as gas was concerned. Mr Mulder 
explained that the eastern part of Europe had been affected and qualified the situation as 
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“unacceptable” as there is a trade agreement also addressing the gas supply issue between the 
two countries. This crisis proved the need for diversification of supply but also of inter-
connection between the EU Member States. This is indeed “a foreign policy issue and not an 
energy issue”, concluded Mr Gahler. 
 
In the lead up to the Climate Conference in Copenhagen, discussions were held on the 
importance of reaching a global consensus. Therefore talks with key partners such as the 
South Africans are essential. For Mr Prodi, energy is the first field where the global consensus 
is to be found, the next step will be natural resources. 
 
Mr Prodi presented to his South African colleagues the results of the works carried out in the 
European Parliament by the Temporary Committee on Climate Change. He explained the 
European plan on climate change: by 2020, the EU should attain use 20% of renewable 
energy (out of which 10% is for transports), having decreased the green house emissions by 
20%, and secured 20% of energy sparing. He underlined that the developing countries had not 
been forgotten by the European plan.  
 
In one day South Africa has enough solar energy for one year of consumption. This should be 
developed, advised Mr Mulder. However the technology is very expensive and House 
Chairperson O. Bapela explained that his country would need financial support from the EU. 
 
The issue was further discussed by the Delegation with the Minister of Environment (see 
below). 
 
The South African-EU relationship 
 
Both Delegations, and the European Commission’s Delegation, welcome the improvement of 
the negotiations between the EC and South Africa on the EPA. During her visit of the region, 
a few days before the visit of the Delegation, Commissioner Ashton announced that the 
interim EPA will not be signed before further discussions with the “non signatories”, to give 
them an additional chance to make their point. This greatly helped to ease tensions between 
South Africa and the EU on the matter. Indeed South Africa deeply resented the way the EC 
conducted the negotiations and had refused to sign the Agreement. Ambassador Sooklal 
concluded that this turned a new page in the EPA negotiations but recalled that South Africa 
would like to see agriculture as part of the negotiations. Agriculture is not part of the current 
trade agreement between the EC and South Africa (the TDCA). On that point, Mr Mulder 
recalled the major changes in the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) introduced in the end of 
2008. EU export subsidies are not an issue any longer but the problems for exporters to the 
EU lie in the absence of tolerance for pesticides or GMO. 
 
The political situation of the country on the eve of the elections was also mentioned. Mr 
Bapela explained the context of the elections: an increased voter registration, especially 
among young people who had not experienced apartheid, and a change in leadership in the 
two main parties, ANC and DA. Opposition MP, like Mr Davidson (DA) also welcomed the 
creation of COPE, by former members of ANC, as it showed the maturing of the political 
process in South Africa and that “the political past belongs more and more to the past”. To 
the question of Mrs Brepoels on their electoral manifestoes, the MPs presented the most 
important topics in their campaign. 
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The Delegation got a chance to deepen the discussions with representatives from the main 
political parties (see below). 
 
The Legacy Forum  
 
The Delegation had the opportunity to attend part of the Legacy Forum organised at the end 
of the legislature, as a handover to the incoming Parliament. Co-chaired by the Speaker of the 
National Assembly and the Chairperson of the National Council of Provinces, the Forum 
gathered members of national and provincial parliaments. The Speaker and the Chairperson 
thanked the EU for its support to the legislature, and the Head of the EC Delegation to South 
Africa mentioned the 13th IPM a “cornerstone of the EU-SA relation”. Mr Prodi made a 
speech at the end of the Forum where he insisted on the importance of having a strong 
parliament in a lively democracy. 

C. South Africa before the elections 
 
The Delegation had meetings with the representatives of the main political parties besides the 
Inter-Parliamentary Meeting. From all parties, the interest was high for the newly created 
COPE as they could attract part of the ANC electorate. Many commercial comparisons were 
made for the new party: from the equivalent of Pepsi wanting to break the Coke market by a 
DA representative, and to their programme being as different from the ANC one as Coke light 
from Coke, as described the Minister of Environment, Marthinus van Schalkwyk. 
 
The African National Congress (ANC) 
 
In its election manifesto the ANC promised massive public spending to create jobs and more 
government intervention in the economy in order to help the poor. There are five priorities: 
jobs creation, education, health, rural development (including land reform), and the fight 
against crime. Response to the global economic crisis should be given through an “economic 
stimulus package” and a “social package”. The ANC lists for the elections are gender-
balanced. 
 
On the creation of COPE, the Chief Whip recognised that it was healthy for a democracy; 
everybody can “sell its ideas”. For him, the ANC does not have anything to fear from the new 
party because its leaders do not understand the working class people and do not really know 
the communities. 
 
On land reform, which is an ongoing process and a consequence of the apartheid, he admitted 
that it does not really work and that there is a need for more support for new farmers. He 
insisted that in South Africa this is a negotiated process, not like in Zimbabwe, with a role left 
to traditional chiefs. Land reform remains in the electoral manifesto though, but coupled with 
rural development. 
 
Several corruption cases eroded ANC’s image but Mr Booi explained that corruption dates 
back long before the ANC came to power but were kept secret under the apartheid regime, 
when the cases are now brought to justice. Accountability is now high on ANC agenda, he 
said. 
 
When the Delegation later met Minister van Schalkwyk he denied that the ANC had taken a 
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move to the left since Jacob Zuma became its leader. He recognised that the SACP 
(Communist Party) and the COSATU trade union had more influence in the ANC but he 
qualified the SACP as a social democrat party. 
 
The Democratic Alliance (DA) 
 
The main concern of the DA before the elections, and the expected election of Jacob Zuma, 
was preservation of democratic values and of the country’s Constitution. The main opposition 
party campaigned to prevent the ANC to get the two-third majority in Parliament necessary to 
revise the fundamental law. The DA strongly felt it could win the Western Cape, in a coalition 
with other opposition political parties, after having won the city of Cape Town in 2006. The 
DA has a bottom-up strategy: it wants to gain power from the municipalities to demonstrate 
that a change of majority is possible and can benefit citizens. This would also help DA to 
position itself as a party which can lead the government to power in 2014. 
 
For Mr Selfe, the creation of COPE is a good thing for democracy and he expects further 
splits within the ANC. He was not too concerned that a good result from COPE could 
undermine the DA chances. COPE has chosen the wrong leader, who is not known, has no 
experience, and no support, he said. The DA tries more and more to position itself as a mixed 
party. They count on the vote of young black people who have not known apartheid, and who 
do not approve of affirmative action. The party started a young leader programme to prepare 
candidates from all backgrounds for campaigns. 
 
On land reform, he declared that “the ANC has lost an opportunity to make everybody happy”. 
Many state lands should have been included in the redistribution plan and not only private-
owned lands. 
 
The Inkatha Freedom Party (IFP) 
 
The IFP had a lot to lose in these elections. Despite their claim of not being a Zulu party, IFP 
is strongly based in KwaZulu-Natal. The party could fear the competition of Jacob Zuma, 
himself a Zulu. They differentiated themselves in claiming that IFP changes its political line 
when Jacob Zuma makes “no constant promises”. Nor does IFP feel threatened by the 
creation of COPE as its voters are loyal.  
 
IFP is in favour of a dual system in the economy: a free market which allows government 
intervention, especially in order to fight poverty. IFP supports grants but would like to attach 
conditionalities to them, to foster development so the person becomes self-reliable. Here there 
is a marked difference with ANC, whom support substantial government intervention. 
 
On the issue if land, IFP is in favour of land restitution but stresses that it is an explosive 
question. They insist that any restitution of land should be coupled with training of new 
farmers. They also stress the problem of division of land: most parcels are too small and are 
not economically viable. There are also huge amounts of lands owned by the State which 
could also be used for redistribution. IFP pleaded for rural development long before it was on 
the ANC manifesto. The lack of development in the countryside pushes people to move to 
urban areas, where they cannot find jobs and live in informal settlements. An increased focus 
on rural development could prevent people from leaving, and even encourage some to come 
back from the towns, thus decongesting the townships. Mr Prodi suggested that conditions 
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should be attached to the redistribution, through the creation of cooperatives for instance. 
 
For IFP, corruption and crime are the main issues of this campaign. Corruption affects service 
delivery and contributes to the deteriorating conditions of social services. Corruption exists in 
both private and public sectors. 
 
On the international stage, the IFP welcomed the “upgrading” of relations with the EU to a 
real partnership.  
 
The Independent Democrats (ID) 
 
ID presents itself as a social-democrat party, quickly adding that ideology does not play a 
central role in South Africa’s politics. Mr Greyling admitted that his party agreed with most 
of the ANC positions, except on accountability. ID would not enter in coalition with ANC at 
the provincial level though, as they prefer to participate in a coalition with the opposition, as 
seen in Cape Town where it worked very well. 
 
ID programme focused on fighting crime but through a socio-economic approach, not only 
through the creation of more police posts. The real issue is to understand why young people 
are choosing crime. Poverty is one of the reasons, but he also acknowledged that there is more 
poverty in rural areas that in townships. ID also believes that South Africa should focus on 
environmental issues to create jobs. 
 
The Congress of the People (COPE) 
 
Created after the dismissal of President Mbeki by the ANC, COPE put the accent on 
accountability. They also accuse ANC to have distanced itself from people’s preoccupations. 
They estimated that the space for debate inside the ANC was becoming smaller, with too 
much emphasis put on the political direction. They regret that the President has to speak as a 
leader of the movement and not as head of state. Leadership excellence is their motto, and 
they denounced a “behavioural pattern of ANC leadership” which cannot play on morality. 
There has been a shift in the ANC compared to the “founding fathers”. COPE also pleads for 
an institutional reform to have the executive positions (president, governors, mayors) elected 
and not appointed anymore. They also insisted on respect for the Constitution and for the 
independence of the judiciary. They called for a reform of local government, which so far is 
rather inefficient and lack of resources. 
 
There is a huge difference, according to COPE leadership, in economic policy. ANC is 
becoming “statal” whilst COPE wants to promote entrepreneurship development. On the post-
election scenarios, COPE leaders were ready to discuss with all parties the possibility of 
coalitions, at local and national levels. 
 

D. Development issues 
 
The Delegation started its visit to South Africa in Port Elizabeth (Eastern Cape) where it 
focused on various aspects of development, broadly speaking, of the whole country. Most of 
the projects visited are funded by the European Union. 
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Human development: fighting HIV/AIDS 
 
The University of Nelson Mandela Municipality (UNMM), with 25,000 students, launched a 
campaign to raise awareness for students on HIV/AIDS. This is a nationwide programme in 
23 universities, which also exists in other countries as India.  
The idea is to encourage students and staff to undertake HIV tests through a Voluntary 
Counselling and Testing (VCT) programme. The treatment is then offered to people who are 
found to be HIV positive, although the amount of ARV treatments available is not enough. 
Prevention campaigns are also carried out in communities, outside the University. Thanks to 
the EU funding the number of counsellors per campus was raised from 1 counsellor for every 
5 campuses, to 1 counsellor for each campus. This allowed for 2,500 tests to be taken last year 
alone. 
HIV infection rate is stabilised but it will take 10 years before it declines. University students 
are in the highest risk group. At university level, more females are infected, but this is mainly 
due to the fact that more female students have been tested. 
Besides the awareness-raising of students, the programme stresses the importance of training 
teachers. Education has to reach young people before they are sexually active and some 
studies show that some young people are becoming active at 10. The risks of HIV/AIDS need 
then to be explained very early in the curriculum. This is a real issue when up to 80% of 
teachers are afflicted with HIV/AIDS (meaning that they are ill or positive or that someone in 
their family is infected). But many teachers are not much more knowledgeable than their 
pupils on that matter. This is also due to the lack of qualification of teachers in non-white 
schools which is still a consequence of the apartheid regime. There is much work to be done 
in filling the gaps here. 
On graduate degree it is also important to talk about HIV/AIDS as most students come from a 
more privileged background and do not feel concerned by the issue. The University stressed 
the need for the HIV education to be integrated into all four years of a degree. 
The EC delegation announced Sectoral Budget Support for health in 2010 which would also 
allow the use of South African procedures for tender, and not of EU ones as this is the case 
with projects. 
 
Social Development: reducing inequalities 
 
The Delegation was welcomed by the Mayor of Nelson Mandela Bay Municipality (NMM) 
who explained how the provincial level benefited from EU funding. The municipality has 
learnt a lot with this programme which supported the rehabilitation of townships. The EP 
Delegation could value the concrete improvements that the programme brought in many 
people’s well being. Public services could be enhanced in the township through increased 
security or sport equipments. 
The Delegation visited Emanuel Haven, which is commercial farm that provides business 
development through the encouragement of entrepreneurial skills. Some parcels of the 
gardens can be used by people of the neighbourhood to grow their own vegetables. The 
promotion of health and education is also a central part of the project. 
 
Economic development: attracting investments 
 
The COEGA development corporation is an agency working with local and national 
authorities, which helps investors as they arrive by facilitating their installation. The project is 
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to build an industrial development zone and a deepwater port. COEGA would take the most 
polluted share of the port’s activities out of Port Elizabeth’s city centre. COEGA is a long 
term project, 10 years old, which should be developed in 5 year cycles. Concerns about the 
environment and sustainable development are central features of the project. 
The core idea is that infrastructure is a key element to attract investments. The project should 
help in linking internal trade routes to international trade. Different activity sectors are 
represented in COEGA: metals, automotive, services, chemicals, energy but also agriculture. 
The project hopes to benefit from delocalisation from companies which would have to leave 
China because of quality of the products and intellectual property rights. 
One of the issues raised by the EP Delegation was on the lack of a skilled workforce in South 
African. This is a problem COEGA also faces and tries to address. Training requirements 
have been identified, and there is a data base of job seekers. This is seen as an investment, and 
COEGA should soon have its own skills development centre. 
 
Sustainable development: fighting climate change 
 
The Delegation had a chance to meet Mr Marthinus van Schalkwyk, Minister for 
Environment and Tourism. 
On climate change he agreed with Mr Prodi that the EU and South Africa should work 
together in view of Copenhagen. Indeed in Bali the common work of the EU and Africa  
helped to broker a global deal. He explained that South Africa supported a legally binding 
document, but not necessarily a new super-protocol with new countries as the EU wants. This 
option seems unrealistic from his point of view. 
The main issue in Copenhagen will be on funding. Minister van Schalkwyk made it clear that 
South Africa will need international financial support to limit the growth of its emissions. He 
called for predictable funding for predictable action and believes that this has to be worked 
out with the EU. In sharing the burden of climate change, the issue lies in the calculation of 
the burden. 
Solar energy offers real potential to South Africa but then the country, still very dependent on 
coal, would need a transfer of technology, told the Minister. Mr Mulder explained that the EU 
plans to have 10% of its renewable energy out of biofuels. But in South Africa, no real 
developments on biofuels are to be expected, as it was one of the first countries to refuse to 
transform foodstuff as maize to biofuel. In addition this would have added to the water 
problems of the country and would challenge the limits of agricultural land.  
The Minister also detailed to Ms Brepoels some of the tensions between development and 
environment as experienced in South Africa, particularly on waste policy. An advanced 
legislation was adopted and was criticised for being a “Rolls Royce legislation that a 
developing country cannot afford”. 
 

E. Zimbabwe 
 
The Delegation met several representatives of civil society, think tanks and politicians dealing 
with Zimbabwe. On that occasion, M. Gahler recalled that the EP closely followed the 
situation in Zimbabwe: a delegation has travelled there, for the last time so far, in 2002 to 
observe the elections and that the question was raised shortly after at the ACP-EU Joint 
Parliamentary Assembly in Cape Town in April 2002. He recalled, with the EC, that there are 
no sanctions against Zimbabwe but against individuals, mainly travel and financial sanctions. 
The main issue after the constitution of the new “shared” government is the resuming of 
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international development aid. The question is very sensitive as aid is direly needed to the 
country but the state’s structure is far from being controlled by the parliamentary majority. 
President Mugabe and his ZANU-PF still have a close control on many of the executive and 
security power’s tools. Nevertheless some observers think that the EU could already engage 
with the Minister of Finance. The power-sharing agreement itself shows the beginning of a 
change, although the institutions of dictatorship, especially the security structure, have to be 
dismantled and many restrictive laws have to be repealed. There is a real need for reciprocal 
engagement between donors and the new government so that the assistance can foster change. 
This should prove to Zimbabweans that democracy paves the way to economic recovery. 
The Head of the EC Delegation recalled what Commissioner Michel said: the EC should be 
careful on its role. The EC will not wait for all the steps to be taken but a minimum should be 
done; for instance the Central Bank Director is still the same. The EC would also like to see 
the parallel state structure dismantled. There is around € 200 million from the 8th and 9th EDF 
waiting to be released. A unanimous decision has to be taken by the Council, which has also 
to be careful as this is taxpayers’ money. 
The assistance is essential as democratic forces will increasingly develop if the economy 
improves. Of course any improvement of the situation may also help ZANU-PF but this is a 
risk worth taking for most of the observers. The problem is that the “wait and see” attitude 
will reinforce the forces obstructing the process. The ministers are programme-driven but they 
do not have means to implement it. Moreover the Parliament could monitor the resources. 
The whole issue is on the ability of MDC Ministers to really exercise their power. This is 
possible according to the MDC. The Prime Minister is in charge of the day to day 
governmental action and he is the interlocutor to any potential partner. One should give him a 
chance to develop his policy otherwise the ZANU-PF will be able to discredit him. 
Mr Prodi also called for the immediate release of the conscience prisoners as many human 
rights activists were still under arrest. For the experts, the vigorous engagement from the EU 
is needed, at whatever level, and this could also be at the parliamentary level. 
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 
 

DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA 
 

13th EP / South Africa Interparliamentary Meeting 
23-27 February 2009 

 
Port Elisabeth & Cape Town  

 
PROGRAMME 

(update:25/02/2009) 
 
 
Sunday, 22 February                            Port Elisabeth 
 
 
Afternoon Individual arrivals of Members,  

Connecting flight from Johannesburg or Cape Town  
 

Transfer to the Kelway Hotel, Port Elisabeth  
  Brookes Hill Drive, Humewood 
  6013 Port Elisabeth ZA 
   00 27 041 584 06 38 

 0027 041 584 06 37 
 
 

16:00 - 18:00 Debriefing by EC Delegation  
     Venue:  Hotel Kelway Hotel 
      Tanner Boardroom (2nd floor) 
 
19:00  Departure from the Hotel to the Nelson Metropolitan University 
 
20:00-21:00 Attendance at the open pre-electoral debate carried on by Spokespersons from 

the most important parties on health issues in South Africa  
 Venue: Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University  
 (Broadcasted on live by the South African Broadcast Company 2 TV Channel) 
  
 
 
Monday, 23 February                   Port Elisabeth 
 
8:15 Transfer to the City Hall 
 
8h30-9h10 Welcome by Port Elisabeth Executive Mayor and brief response by the 
 MEPs 
 
9:10-9h45 Transfer to Motherwell 
 
9:55-10:10 Welcome by Motherwell Councillors 



-11/14- 

 
10:10-12:00 Visit of EC-funded Urban renewal project in Motherwell Township   

  
12:00-13:00 Lunch at the Court House in Motherwell  
  
13:15 Transfer to Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University (NMMU) 
 
14:00-17:00  Meeting with Vice Chancellor of the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan 

University and HEAIDS programme visit  
  
 

- Dr H. Johannes: E-learning Programme  
- Prof. L. Wood: Teacher Education Module Sector 
- Sr A Goosen: Campus Health Service Visits  
 
  

17:00-17:30 Presentation of a DVD recording on theatrical production Rhodes University  
 Nelson Mandela Metropolitan University (NMMU) 

  (Audiovisual Room) 
 
17:30 transfer to Hotel  
 
19:30-21:30 Dinner (at own expenses) 
 

Venue: 34 South Restaurant 
Port Elisabeth 
 

 
21.30 return to Hotel 
 
Tuesday, 24 February        Port Elisabeth, Cape Town 
  
 
8:30 Check- out from Hotel        ( luggage to bus !) 
 
9:00-12:00 Visit of COEGA   (Industrial development Zone) 
 
  
12:00- 13:45 Working lunch with political party representatives of COPE in Nelson 

Mandela Metropole (NMM): Mr Mike Xego, Chairman NMM; Mr Gege 
Mbikangye, Secretary and Mr Elvis Bana, Spokesman 

 Venue: Restaurant Blue Waters Café (Waterfront) 
 
13:45 Departure to airport  
 
15:00  Flight to Cape Town   (SA 1388) 
 
16:20 Scheduled arrival at Cape Town Airport 
 
16:45-17:30 Transfer from airport to Hotel in Cape Town – Check in 
 
  The Westin Grand Arabella Quays Hotel 
  Convention Square, lower Long Street 

 00 27 021 412 9999 
   00 27 021 412 90 03 
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19:00 Transfer from Hotel to the Restaurant: 
 
  Cape Town Hotel School Restaurant 
    
19:30 - 22:45 Discussion on Zimbabwe over Dinner, with analysts and political 

representatives, hosted by Mr Vittorio PRODI, President of the EP 
Delegation for relations with South Africa 

 
 22:45 Transfer to Hotel 
 
 
Wednesday, 25 February                       Cape Town 
 
08:30 Departure from Hotel  
   
08:45    Arrival of EP Delegation at the South African Parliament  
     Good Hope Chambers 
     100 Plein Street 
     Cape Town  
   
  INTER-PARLIAMENTARY MEETINGS 

 Participants on SA side: 

 Mr Bapela  (House Chairperson: Int. Relations)  
  Mr IO Davidson  (Chief Whip of the DA)   
  Cf. list... 
 
09:00-12:30      Meeting with South African Parliamentary Delegation 
 
 
12:30-13:30  Lunch (National Assembly) 
 
13:30-16:00  Meeting with SA Parliamentary Delegation 
   
16:15-17:45    Meeting with IFP: Ms Sybil Seaton, Deputy Chief Whip and Mr ??? (idem 
IPM) 
 
19:30-21:30 Dinner (at own expenses) 
   
21:30 Return to the Hotel 
 
Thursday, 26 February                        Cape Town 
 
8:15 Departure from Hotel to SA Parliament 
 
8:30-9h00 Welcome and registration of Delegates 
 
9:00-13:00 SA Parliament End of Term Legacy Seminar   (26-27 February 2009) 
 
  Venue: South African Parliament 
13:00-14:00 Lunch hosted by Legacy Seminar 



-13/14- 

 
14:00-15:00 Meeting with ANC Chief Whip, Mr Mnyamezeli Booi 
   

Venue: ANC's headquarters in South African Parliament 
 
15:30-16:30 Meeting with DA, Mr James Selfe, Chairperson of DA Federal Executive 
 

      Venue:  DA's headquarters in South African Parliament 
 
Evening 
 
18:30-21:30  Legacy Seminar Gala Dinner by the Speakers’ Forum of SA, hosted by 

SA National Parliament. 
  
 Venue: Cape Town International Convention Centre 
  Cape Town  
 
21:45  Return to Hotel 
 
 
Friday, 27 February                         Cape Town 
 
 
9:30-11:00 Meeting with ID Chief whip, Mr Lance Greyling   
 

Venue: Riboville Restaurant & Cellar 
                111 St Georges Mail, City Bowl 
               Room on 1st floor 
 
 
11:45 - 12:45 Meeting with Mr Marthinus van Schalkwyk, SA Minister of 

Environment  
 
   Venue: Ministry of Environment at the SA Parliament premises 
  
   
13:00-14.00  Lunch  
 
14:00-15:00  Meeting with COPE's political group representatives: Mr Phillip Dexter, Head 
of Communication; Mr Nick Koornhof and Mr ??? 
     
    Venue: Radisson SAS Hotel  
       Waterfront    
 
 

 
End of the official programme 

 
 
Afternoon  Return to Europe 
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DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH SOUTH AFRICA 
 

13th EP / South Africa Interparliamentary Meeting 
 

Port Elisabeth, Cape Town 
  

List of participants (9) 
 
 
Members (1 + 3) Group Country Committees  
    
Vittorio PRODI, Chairman ALDE Italy Environment, Public Health and Food Safety  
    
Michael GAHLER EPP-ED Germany Vice-Chair, Foreign Affairs 
 
Jan MULDER 

 
ALDE 

 
Belgium 

 
Questeur 

 
Frieda BREPOELS 

 
EPP-ED 

 
Belgium 

 
Environment, Public Health and Food Safety  

 
 

EPP-DE  Group of the European People's Party (Christian Democrats) and European Democrats 
ALDE  Group of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats of Europe 
  

 
 
General Secretariat of the European Parliament, DG External Policies (2) 
 
Armelle DOUAUD   Administrator 
Montse GABÁS  Administrative Assistant 
 
 
Political groups staff (1) 
 
Niccolò RINALDI      ALDE 
 
 
Interpreters (2) 
 
Annalisa VENTURI     Italian booth (IT, EN) Head of team 
Roberto AQUINO     Italian booth 
 


