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MINUTES
of the meeting of 6 March 2014, 09.00 – 10.00

Brussels

The meeting opened at 09.03 on 6 March 2014 with Michael Cashman (Chair) 
in the chair

1. Adoption of agenda (PE513.492)

The agenda was adopted.

2. Approval of minutes of the meeting of 23 January 2014 (PE513.489)

The minutes were approved.

3. Chair's announcements

The Chair announced the language regime. 

4. State of the Nation address by President Zuma
- Exchange of views

Ambassador Nkosi (South Africa) highlighted various achievements that were 
underscored in the State of the Nation address of President Zuma. Nevertheless,
the "triple challenge" of poverty, inequality and unemployment remained to be 
tackled.

The Chair noted that the South African success in achieving the Millennium 
Development Goals by 2015 was a good example for other countries. 
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5. Upcoming elections in South Africa 
- Exchange of views

Ambassador Nkosi indicated that South Africa's political landscape was 
changing, with new parties, political alliances and coalitions emerging.

Robert Sturdy gave a brief update on the SADC EPA negotiations and urged the 
upcoming South African government to conclude negotiations speedily.

Speaker: Robert Sturdy, Ambassador Nkosi (South Africa).

6. Any other business

The Chair announced his intention to hold a celebration in honour of President 
Mandela at the next meeting.

7. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on 9 April 2014 in Brussels.

The meeting closed at 10.00
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