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General context
In accordance with Rules 198 and 200 of Parliament's Rules of Procedure, the European 
Parliament may set up standing interparliamentary delegations, Parliamentary Cooperation 
Committees and Joint Parliamentary Committees. The number of these bodies may vary from 
one legislature to the other. 

The interparliamentary delegations' main objective is to establish, channel and promote 
parliamentary dialogue with the partner countries' legislative institutions and also with the 
parliamentary institutions concerned with integration at regional or sub-regional level. Such 
objectives are achieved by means of regular gatherings at Parliament's places of work and in 
the counterpart countries, during which topics of mutual interest in the national, bi-regional 
and international spheres are discussed. 

Delegations for relations with Latin America
The European Union and Latin America have enjoyed a Strategic Partnership since the first 
bi-regional Summit in Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) in 1999. EU policy priorities towards Latin 
America are defined in the Communication on a 'Stronger Partnership between the European 
Union and Latin America' (2005).

Of the 34 standing Delegations during the 2004-2009 term, five were responsible for bilateral 
and sub-regional relations with Latin America:

 Delegation to the Joint Parliamentary Committee EU-Mexico1

 Delegation to the Joint Parliamentary Committee EU-Chile1

 Delegation for relations with the countries of Central America

 Delegation for relations with Mercosur

 Delegation for relations with the countries of the Andean Community
All these delegations work closely together with the European Parliament's Delegation to the 
Euro-Latin American Parliamentary Assembly (Eurolat).
Information gathered is made available to Parliament's other Members by means of regular 
reports or reports drawn up by the chairman after each visit or interparliamentary meeting. 
The reports are usually submitted to the Committee on Foreign Affairs and Human Rights 
Sub-Committee, Development, International Trade and when directly relevant to other 
Committees. They sometimes give rise to European Parliament resolutions.

The Delegation for relations with the countries of the Andean Community
The Delegation for relations with the countries of the Andean Community covers relations 
with Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru, as well as the the Andean Community itself as an 
international organisation. 
Venezuela's request to be part of Mercosur is pending ratification by Paraguay and Brazil. 
Until then and despite Venezuela's withdrawal from the CAN in 2006, the Delegation for 
relations with the Andean Community remains responsible for this country, but the 
Delegation for relations with Mercosur is invited to take part in the relevant meetings. A joint 
                                               
1 The establishment of the Joint Parliamentary Committees with Mexico and Chile has been provided for in the 

Associations Agreements of the European Union with the respective countries and have thus a legal standing 
of their own. 
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Delegation visit to Venezuela had been envisaged in 2008-2009 but could not take place as 
planned because of differences with the Venezuelan authorities.
The Chairperson of the European Parliament's Delegation in the previous term was Mr Alain 
LIPIETZ (Greens, France). 
At present, there is no institutional agreement covering relations between the EP and CAN. 
Negotiations for an Association Agreement based on three pillars: political dialogue, 
cooperation and a free trade area have been stalled due to fundamental differences between 
CAN Member states, and relations between EP and the CAN as an organisation are limited. 
Relations between EP and individual CAN Member states and civil society including political 
dialogue on an informal basis in the absence of provisions on parliamentary contacts in the 
political dialogue and cooperation agreements signed in 2003 with some of these countries1

and election monitoring are however active.
The DAND delegation holds regular meetings in Brussels and Strasbourg to examine matters 
such as the current social, economic and political situation relating to the region covered by 
the delegation. Meetings frequently focus on discussing matters of regional interest, such as 
the negotiations between the EU and the Andean Community on an Association Agreement, 
or regional integration, or otherwise to examine the situation in a given country, with 
political, diplomatic, trade-union or civil-society representatives from that country or region. 
An important interlocutor for the delegation is the European Commission representative. The 
responsible desk officer is normally invited to attend the meeting when matters relating to the 
respective country are being discussed.

The European Parliament's places of work are also the venues for inter-parliamentary 
meetings. Delegations from the relevant countries visit the European Parliament on a regular 
basis. 

As a general rule the various aspects of the relations between the parties involved are analysed 
under three thematic headings: politics, economic affairs and social issues. The first of these 
also included international current affairs and matters relating to regional integration. 

As provided for in the implementing provisions governing the work of delegations,   
delegations that cover an entire region may divide themselves into working groups, since they 
cover a number of countries, and visit one or more during one mission. During the 
parliamentary term the delegations used to organise two working missions per year, although 
the state of affairs in certain countries or the political-dialogue commitments entered into by 
the two regions may lead the Conference of Presidents to authorise specific missions in 
addition to those included in the annual programme (ad hoc delegations are established for 
instance for electoral observations missions. Ideally, these ad hoc delegations will include 
Members of the respective standing delegation).

The programme for such visits generally included meetings with members of the executive 
and the legislative and of political parties, and with businessmen, trade unions and 
representatives of civil society, in particular organisations involved in protecting and 
promoting human rights. The programmes also include working meetings with the accredited 
ambassadors of the EU Member States and visits to projects financed by the European Union. 
In virtually all the countries concerned the delegations are generally received by the highest 
authorities of the country visited.

                                               
1 Bolivia, Ecuador, Peru 
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Activities during the 2004-2009 term - chronology of meetings

Meeting Date Venue
Visit by the Ecuatorian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs 27 January 2009 Brussels

Visit by  former Foreign Minister 
of the Republic of Ecuador and 
Personal Representative of the 
President of the Republic for the 
Yasuní ITT Initiative  

12 November 2008 Brussels

Visit by Ingrid Betancourt 9 October 2008 Brussels

Working group to Bolivia 29 September -3 October 2008 La Paz, Santa Cruz

Visit by Colombian traditional 
indigenous authorities 10 July 2008 Brussels

Visit by President and Chair of 
AFET Committee of Bolivian
Senate

2 July 2008 Brussels

Visit by the High Presidential 
Counsellor for Reintegration and 
Eduardo PIZARRO, President of 
the National Committee for 
Reparation and Reconciliation of 
the Republic of Colombia

5 June 2008 Brussels

Working group to Colombia 4-8 February 2008 Bogota, Pasto, Tumaco, Cali

Working group to Ecuador 19-23 November  2007 Quito, Cuenca,  Guayaquil

Visit by CAN Secretary-General 14-15 May 2007 Brussels

Working group to Bolivia 19-23 March 2007 La Paz, Sucre, Santa Cruz

Working group to Peru 20-24 October 2006 Lima, Piura

Visit by the Peruvian Minister 
for Foreign Affairs 22 March 2006 Brussels

Working group to Colombia 19-24 February 2006 Bogota, Medellin

Working group to Ecuador 20-26 November 2005 Quito, Guayaquil

Visit by a Venezuelan delegation 
of the National Electoral Council 26 October 2005 Strasbourg

Visit by Chair of AFET 
Committee of Peruvian
Assembly

28 September 2005 Brussels

Working group to Bolivia 12-17 September 2005 La Paz, Santa Cruz

Working group to Venezuela 8-11 February 2005 Caracas

Working group to Peru 6-10 December 2004 Lima, Cuzco

(all reports available on demand at the Secretariat)

Overview of the most important issues 
Besides discussing the particular political, economic and social situation in a given country, 
the most important issue in relations between the European Union and the Andean 
Community has been the negotiations on an Association Agreement, which would be based 
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on three main pillars: trade, political dialogue and cooperation. The representatives of the 
European Commission and the respective Ambassadors were invited on a regular basis to 
inform parliamentarians on the state of negotiations. 

However, the negotiations were stalled in 2008 as internal differences between the CAN 
Member countries made it impossible to go ahead with the negotiation of an Association 
Agreement with the CAN as a whole. The Commission, in agreement with the Council, 
decided to open negotiations towards Free Trade Agreements with Colombia and Peru only,
which started in March 2009, and which the Commission expects could form the base for re-
launching a wider agreement at a later stage.

This situation was the subject of active debate in the previous DAND Delegation.

Perspectives for the new term
The new structure of EP Delegation's to the Eurolat Assembly, with all its Members being 
selected from the relevant Delegations will provide an opportunity for a better synergy 
between regional, sub-regional and bilateral relations.
The Delegation should follow closely the negotiations towards Free Trade Agreements with 
Colombia and Peru and its consequences for the region.
The political situation in the CAN Member countries and Venezuela, including the Human 
Rights aspects on which the voice of EP is taken very seriously in the region is a constant 
subject for dialogue and attention.

Together with the other Delegations concerned, the Delegation should also follow with close 
attention the political development of UNASUR (Union of South American Nations).
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