
Ollanta Humala, President of Peru  

Ollanta Moises Humala Tasso was born on 27 June 1962. 
In 1979, he began a military career when he entered the 
Army's Officer School from which he graduated in 1982. 
During his early military career, Humala participated in the 
anti-insurgency campaign against the Shining Path (Sendero 
Luminoso, SL) in the 1990s and in the brief frontier war 
against Ecuador in 1995. Having reached the rank of 
Lieutenant Colonel, Humala gained notoriety when he led a 
brief mutiny against the then President Alberto Fujimori in 

October 2000, immediately before Fujimori was forced to leave power. Humala was 
imprisoned for his participation in the mutiny, but received an amnesty already on 24 
December 2000. In 2001 and 2002, Humala obtained a master degree in political 
science from the Pontificia Universidad Católica del Perú. In 2003, Humala became 
deputy military attaché at the Peruvian Embassy in France and in 2004 he was 
assigned as military attaché in South Korea. In December 2004 his military career 
ended when he was passed to the reserve. 

After having left the Army, Humala founded the Peruvian Nationalist Party (Partido 
Nacionalista Peruano, PNP) in 2005 and stood as presidential candidate for the 
party in the 2006 elections. Despite being the most voted candidate in the first round 
of the polls (with 31 % of the vote against Alán García, elected in the second round), 
the identification of Humala with a radical ethnically based nationalistic ideology and 
his perceived close relationship with Venezuelan President Hugo Chávez worked 
against his chances in the second round.

In the 2011 elections Humala was the candidate for a broader alliance, which in 
addition to the PNP included several parties of the left, among them the social-
democratic Socialist Party (Partido Socialista, PS) and the Peruvian Communist Party 
(Partido Comunista Peruano, PCP). His programme called for a "radical change" to the 
current "neo-liberal" economic policy, including better distribution of the benefits of 
economic growth and efforts to overcome social and regional inequalities, but without 
abandoning the free market economy. Compared to 2006, Humala's discourse and 
style was much more moderate, although he presented himself in opposition to the 
political establishment and the mainstream forces that had governed Peru since 2001 
and appealed to the economically and socially marginalised sectors of the Peruvian 
population. Humala did much to take distance from the identification with Hugo Chávez 
and presented himself as being in line with the governments like that of former 
President (2002-2010) Inácio Lula de Silva in Brazil and the left-wing governments in 
Uruguay. Humala's campaign reportedly received assistance from advisers from 
Brazil's ruling Workers Party (Partido dos Trabalhadores, PT).   

After having received 32 % of the vote on the first round of the elections, he received 
51 % in the second round, against 49 % for Keiko Fujimori from the Fuerza 2011
coalition. He assumed as President on 28 July 2011.


