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DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND

15th interparliamentary meeting between the European Parliament and New Zealand, 
in the Bay of Islands, Auckland, Wellington, Christchurch, Queenstown, 20-25 July 
2008

Introduction

A delegation of eleven members from the European Parliament visited New Zealand between
20 and 25 July 2008. The head of the delegation was Mr David Martin (PES, UK) who had 
been elected at a preparatory meeting by acclamation as acting chair in the absence of the 
standing delegation Chair and his two Vice Chairs. The full list of participants is attached.
The visit followed a letter of invitation to the European Parliament from the Honourable 
Margaret Wilson MP, Speaker of the House of Representatives of New Zealand.

As always, a key aim of the visit was to evaluate the state of EU-New Zealand relations 
following the Joint Declaration on Relations and Cooperation signed in September 2007. In 
general, although there were some differences (mainly over agriculture-related matters) it was 
found that the relationship was in an excellent state. It was repeatedly stressed that the EU 
and New Zealand shared the same values and should be working together to tackle common 
problems and challenges, such as global warming, the threat of instability and terrorism, the 
resolution of the Doha round of trade talks and the new multi-polar world that was 
developing.

A further issue examined in depth during the visit was examination of the New Zealand 
government's response to climate change and there were extensive discussions on the 
Emissions Trading Scheme that was being proposed in the country. The New Zealand side 
were particularly keen to learn about the EU's pioneering experience in implementing such a 
scheme. Linked to this subject was discussion on the development of a sustainable transport 
system. 

Another major element of the visit - that was particularly appropriate in the European Year of 
Cultural Dialogue - was examination of the New Zealand experience in forging a united 
country out of different ethnic groups - most notably the native Maori population and the 
European settlers or "Pakehas", as well as the many other immigrants to the country who 
were coming in increasing numbers from - principally - the Pacific region and other parts of 
Asia.

The MEPs came in the run-up to a general election which will take place by mid-November 
2008 at the latest. Much discussion therefore revolved around the current political situation in 
New Zealand. One topic that was hitting the headlines during the visit was reports of 
undeclared donations to Winston Peters, leader of the New Zealand First party and Foreign 
Secretary in the current government. The National Party opposition was using the issue to 
attack the Labour Party-led government but matters were complicated by the fact that Mr 
Peters had been seen as a possible post-election coalition partner for a future National Party 
government.
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The MEPs held meetings at the highest level, including the Prime Minister, Mrs Helen Clark; 
the Speaker, Mrs Margaret Wilson; and leading members of the six main parties represented 
in the House of Representatives. A further key element of the visit was a series of meetings 
with departments of universities specialising in the study of the EU. 

The delegation very much appreciated the warm reception and hospitality that they received 
from all those that they met. Letters of thanks have been sent out to all those concerned.
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20 July 2008
Watangi - Meeting and discussion with representatives of Maori community

The delegation visited the Waitangi Treaty grounds, site of the signing of the Treaty of 
Waitangi. The grounds are probably the most symbolic place in New Zealand, both for Maori 
and non-Maori New Zealanders.  The Treaty was signed in 1840 between the British and 
nearly 50 Maori chiefs representing the United Tribes of New Zealand and it is seen as the 
founding charter of the country. The document ceded the governorship of New Zealand to 
Britain, while ostensibly guaranteeing the Maori protection and rights over land and 
resources. It remains a topic of hot political debate and the Waitangi Tribunal was established 
in 1975 to examine charges of breaches of the Treaty by the Crown and to assess Maori 
claims.

Members participated in a "Powhiri" or welcoming ceremony which involved speeches and 
songs. They were briefed on Maori culture and traditions and discussed the current situation 
of the Maori people of New Zealand. They also toured the Treaty House and the "whare 
runanga" or Maori meeting house. Following this they visited Russell, the first capital of New 
Zealand and the Bay of Islands.
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21 July 2008

The delegation travelled the four hour journey by road from the Bay of Islands to Auckland. 
On arrival they visited the University of Auckland.

University of Auckland
Panel discussion with staff and students from the European Studies Centre chaired by 
Dr Maureen Benson-Rea, Senior Lecturer.

The Europe Institute of the University of Auckland was established in March 2007 in 
recognition of the growing importance of Europe-New Zealand relations. Its establishment 
coincided with the 50th anniversary of the Treaty of Rome. The Institute is a multi-
disciplinary research institute that brings together researchers from a large number of 
different departments. The mission of the Institute is to promote research, scholarship and 
teaching on contemporary Europe and EU-related issues, including social and economic 
relations, political processes, trade and investment, security, human rights, education, culture 
and collaboration on shared Europe-New Zealand concerns.

The Institute has close ties with the EU. It is, for example, a partner in a major EU research 
programme entitled Reconstituting Democracy (RECON) involving 17 other universities and 
its team will look at the relationship between welfare policy and social insurance in the EU 
and the development of new approaches to democracy. This programme will last from July 
2008 until December 2011 and is financed by a grant of about NZ$270,000 under 
the European Commission's FP6 programme. Students have also worked in the Commission 
and European Parliament as stagiaires. Former MEP Terry Wynn was the "European in 
residence" in 2007.

In the discussion the following issues were raised.

Mr Rack noted that the EU was not a "superstate" and that any changes brought in by the 
draft Treaty of Lisbon would have to be in line with international law. Currently 23 member 
states had ratified the Treaty and attempts would be made to have it ratified by 26 before 
determining how to proceed about the Irish "no" vote. There was not likely to be a long 
period of deliberation and there was a good chance that it would come into force.  Mr Martin 
cited the view of former British Prime Minister Tony Blair that the problem with the draft 
constitutional Treaty had been "the context and not the text".

Mr Cramer stated that the Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS) had been about 30 years too late. 
One single state could not fight against climate change. He was glad that New Zealand, and 
now Australia, had signed up to Kyoto but he regretted that the transport sector had not been 
included in the Protocol as it was responsible for 30% of emissions. Mr Martin referred to the 
fears within the EU that industry would be driven out because of the tight controls on carbon 
emissions.

Mr Martin pointed to the stalled negotiations in the Doha round of trade talks and the 
resultant tendency to negotiate bilateral trade agreements. The EU was in the process of 
negotiating free trade agreements with South Korea, India, ASEAN and Andean countries. 
However it was very keen that the Doha round should be successful. Mrs Starkeviciute 
stressed the need to develop the external dimension of the internal market and to take into 
account the implications of internal decisions on third parties.
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Referring to the question whether there was a disproportionate level of unemployment among 
ethnic minorities, Mrs Starkeviciute stressed the importance of establishing a common 
immigration policy, which was a priority of the French Presidency. Mr Triantaphyllides 
agreed with this as long as it was done in an organised way. Mr Martin noted that one third of 
recent births in Scotland had been to Polish families but that many of these people would 
eventually return to their homeland. Both Mrs Starkeviciute and Mr Beaupuy underlined the 
importance of spreading economic benefits across the EU and of the EU Cohesion Funds. 

In response to a question about what were the ultimate political goals or "finalité politique" of 
Europe, Mr Beaupuy argued that the same question could be asked of China, Australia or 
New Zealand. The EU had helped to create peace and democracy on the continent of Europe
and this process needed to spread throughout the world. However there was a long way to go 
and a long term vision was necessary. Mr Cramer referred to the statement of former 
Commission President Jacques Delors that the EU, like a bicycle, had to keep moving 
forward or it would fall over. Mr Takkula was concerned that the EU would fall apart if 
Turkey were to join as the two sides did not share the same values. Mr Triantaphyllides 
believed that the EU did not know where it was going as it had no clear geographical 
boundaries. He agreed that it needed to have values and to be independent of the USA. Mr 
Simpson rejected the view that the EU was a "Christian club" and cited the examples of other 
countries with large Muslim populations such as Bosnia and Albania which might join. He 
agreed, however, that it had lost its way and was currently too big for the existing institutions. 
He argued, too, that it did not devote enough time to social protection and that people 
considered it to be too distant. Mrs Starkeviciute extolled the merits of the EU's "unity in 
diversity" and stressed the attraction of the Union to countries in eastern Europe which still 
wanted to join. Mr Martin concluded by referring to the EU-New Zealand agreement and the 
shared values of the two sides.

Following this meeting the delegation travelled to Wellington.

Briefing with the EU Presidency and European Commission 

The briefing was attended H.E. M. Michel Legras, Ambassador of France and representative 
of the French Presidency and ambassadors or other officials from other member states. 

In the briefing the delegation were given the following update.

New Zealand was a country the size of the United Kingdom with a population half the size of 
London. Its constitution followed the British model but the voting system was closer to the 
German approach. It played a role in world affairs that was far larger than its size, 
particularly in trade matters where it was working for a breakthrough on the current Doha 
round negotiations. It had 120 soldiers in Afghanistan and was considered to be a "good 
citizen of the world". Its very effective diplomatic corps helped it to "punch above its 
weight".

An election had to take place by mid November 2008 and the indications were still that the 
National Party would win. The current government had been in power for nine years and 
there was a feeling that it was time for a change. Although the government was competent 
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some economic problems had now developed. Currently discussions were underway between 
political parties about post-election coalitions.

The relationship with the EU would, however, remain the same, whatever the result of the 
election.  The two sides were active partners in the provision of aid to the Pacific region and 
were working to achieve a common position on the climate change talks in Bali. An EU-New 
Zealand Scientific and Technology Agreement had been signed on 16 July 2008.  There had 
been much interest in the draft Lisbon Treaty on the radio but little coverage on press or TV. 
The British media tended to have an influence on media reporting on the EU.

Eight member states had ambassadors in Wellington and a further 16 had honorary consuls. 
There were also six Commission delegations in the Pacific region where the EU was the 
second largest donor after Australia. The question of an EU External Action Service was 
currently in abeyance pending a resolution of the question of the ratification of the draft 
Lisbon Treaty.

Multipartisan support had broken down over the government's proposals for the Emissions 
Trading Scheme (ETS) and it was difficult to see if the current proposals would be passed
into law. 

There was a need to improve road and rail links as there was currently an over-dependence on 
air transport. The government had recently bought back Air New Zealand and the railways. 
However the trains ran on a narrow gauge and it would be prohibitively expensive to develop 
tracks for high speed trains.

The current account deficit was presently running at 7% and there was very little 
unemployment. However house prices were declining and oil prices were high. The interest 
rate of 8.25% was also causing problems.

There were now no subsidies for farmers or tariff protection. Sheep farmers were currently 
experiencing difficulties and there had been a reduction of two thirds in the stock of sheep. 
Dairy production was buoyant with a high global demand for milk. As well as its traditional 
products, New Zealand had developed a reputation for research and high tech industries.

Stress was laid on the importance of relations with China and the free trade agreement (FTA), 
despite concerns over the safety of children's toys. Access to Chinese markets was crucial and 
there was concern not to upset China and risk the FTA. The Governor General would 
represent the country at the Olympic Games and it was unlikely that the Prime Minister 
would also attend.

Following the formal meeting a reception took place hosted by the French ambassador 
attended by members of the diplomatic corps.

In the evening members attended a dinner hosted by the Honourable Margaret Wilson, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. The guests included the Honourable David Parker, 
Minister of Energy and Climate Change Issues and the Honourable Peter Dunne, Minister of 
Revenue.
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Tuesday 22 July 2008

Meeting with Dr Colin Tukuitonga, Chief Executive, Ministry of Pacific Island Affairs, 

The Ministry of Pacific Island Affairs (MPIA) had been established in1990, having 
previously been part of the Ministry for Maori Affairs. Its broad aim was to promote the 
development of the Pacific Island peoples. The MPIA had a budget of NZ$5 million and 45 
staff. Its small scale meant that it was very dependent on work with government agencies. It 
tended to promote flagship projects such as language teaching.

Dr Tukuitonga informed members that the Ministry had responsibility for the dealings with 
the 300,000 Pacific islanders living in New Zealand. Half of this number came from Samoa 
and the remainder came from countries such as Tonga, Fiji and the Cook Islands. Two thirds 
of the total lived in Auckland. He stressed that these immigrants came from very different 
cultures, nevertheless one common factor was that the average age (20 years compared to the 
New Zealand average of 35 years) was very low. Other common factors were a high rate of 
unemployment and a low average income. However there had been considerable progress in 
the provision of pre-school education with 86% now attending classes compared to 20% in 
2000. 

Dr Tukuitonga underlined the importance to the Pacific islanders of the church, the village, 
the tribe and extended family groups. Enthusiasm for sport was a further key factor and it was 
not necessary for the Ministry to provide support in this area as the Pacific islanders were 
already enjoying considerable success. There was a major problem of young people 
belonging to gangs and lacking social controls. 

Immigrants originating from territories with which New Zealand retained a political 
association, such as the Cook Islands and Tokelau, had free access to the country, while those 
from independent states entered by means of a quota system. Many left their homelands 
because of political instability and deteriorating socio-economic conditions. The birth rate in 
the islands was very high and there were limited natural resources. Most of the migrants to
New Zealand tended to stay and emigration acted as a safety valve for the islands.  

Meeting with the Honourable Margaret Wilson, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives

Mrs Wilson welcomed the delegation and stressed the importance of links between the 
European Parliament and the New Zealand House of Representatives. She was particularly 
happy that delegations from the EU were prepared to come to Wellington and she stressed the 
need to continue such exchanges.

She informed the delegation that 32% of MPs and 30% of Cabinet Ministers were women. 
She recognised that three years was a very short period for a government term but noted that 
a referendum to extend this period had not passed. She felt that this indicated that electors 
wanted to hold the government to account on a regular basis. Nevertheless it was hard in this 
limited period for a government to implement a full programme of legislation. 

As Speaker she was expected to be independent and above party politics. She was a member 
of the Labour Party but did not attend party caucuses, although some Speakers had done so in 
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the past. It was her decision whether the rules had been applied and whether a matter should 
be referred to the Privileges Committee - this would be the case in the matter of Foreign 
Minister Winston Peters who was currently under media scrutiny on charges of not having 
declared a donation.

Meeting with School of Government, Victoria,University of Wellington

The School of Government was launched in 2002 and is an independent centre of learning, 
research and discussion on public policy and public sector management. It has a commitment 
to building capability in the public sector in New Zealand, notably through training 
administrators and public servants and through practical advice to government. It covers a 
wide range of policy issues and the majority of students are graduates.

Discussion focussed on the following issues.

Climate policy in New Zealand in the last 20 years had been a process of "stop-go" and there 
had been a number of failed attempts to introduce carbon taxes. The latest attempt by the 
government had looked as if it might bring in the business sector but the cross-party support 
that had originally existed had melted away. 

The proposals for an emissions trading scheme had been unveiled in September 2007 and in
December 2007 the Climate Change (Emissions Trading and Renewable Preference) Bill had 
passed its first reading. It then went for consideration to the Finance and Expenditure 
Committee which had reported back in June 2008. The government hoped to pass the Bill 
through its second and third readings before the next election. Agriculture would be phased in 
between 2013 and 2018 and this had provoked an adverse reaction from the National Party 
and from Fontera, the huge diary co-operative which is responsible for 25% of New Zealand's 
exports, which claimed that these proposals went too far. The transport sector would be 
brought into the scheme in 2011, although this would only cover domestic and not 
international flights. Renewable energy was already a significant factor in New Zealand's 
resources, making up between 60 and 70% of electricity produced.

A debate was underway about whether the cost of the proposals should be covered in their 
entirety by the taxpayer or partially funded by business.  The ETS was unlikely to be a vote 
winner and the electors were probably not inclined to cover the cost. There was therefore a 
need to persuade people of the importance of adopting effective mechanisms for tackling 
greenhouse gas missions.

The National Party had adopted many of the Labour Party policies and changes were likely to 
be largely at the margins in areas such as social welfare.  This tendency was partly because
the Mixed Member Proportional system (MMP) encouraged moderate governments. The 
National Party had promised a referendum by 2011 on whether to retain MMP.  Prime 
Minister Clark had opposed its introduction in 1992 but had generally benefited from it in 
subsequent years. 

The opposition were claiming that the government was tired and that there was a need for 
change. Both main parties broadly accepted the need to attract skilled immigrants and the 
debate in this area tended to focus on the level of immigration by the less skilled. The 
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National Party had promised that there would be no privatisation in their first term but their 
sights for the second term were on the broadcasting sector and the railways.

Meeting with Treasury

At the same time the remainder of the delegation met with representatives of the Treasury

Following these meetings members attended a lunch hosted by the Chair of the 
European Union Parliamentary Friendship Group hosted by its Chair, Mr Charles 
Chauvel, MP.

The delegation then observed Question Time in the House of Representatives and were 
formally welcomed by the Speaker, the Honourable Margaret Wilson. In the session 
questions centred on the issue of donations to the New Zealand First Party and the role played 
by the party leader and Foreign Minister, the Honourable Winston Peters.

Meeting with Labour Party caucus led by Mr Tim Barnett MP, Senior Government
Whip

In the meeting there was a discussion of the Question Time session and the tactics employed 
by the government and opposition in the 30 minute period of questioning on the actions of
Winston Peters. 

Labour members considered that it would be possible to get the Emissions Trading Scheme 
(ETS) Bill through Parliament before the election and it was stressed that this was a central 
plank of the government's programme. Opinion polls had shown that people favoured ETS 
but were not prepared to pay for it. The renationalised rail system and coastal shipping would 
be important factors in reducing emissions from the transport sector. There was currently no
level playing field, as the road infrastructure had been considered as a public good while the 
railway network was considered as a private good. It was noted too that key issues in the 
election would be education, health and workers' rights.

There was also a discussion of regional development polices and members were briefed on 
the use made of the regional development budget in the deprived areas of Gisborne which
had experienced an unemployment rate of 27% in the late 1990s and where the Labour 
government had pursued a very interventionist line. As a consequence there had recently been 
growth of 12%. 

.

Meeting with New Zealand First Party

Much of the discussion centred on the current accusations being made against the party leader 
and Foreign Minister, Winston Peters. The MEPs were told that there was no evidence that 
Mr Peters was not telling the truth and it was suggested that the real target of the charges was 
Prime Minister Helen Clark. 
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With seven members, New Zealand First was the third largest party in the House of 
Representatives. Its representatives stated that it was not bound by ideology but believed in 
fairness and efficiency and represented the "average Kiwi". As a centre party it could work 
with either the left or the right and currently had a Confidence and Supply Agreement with 
the governing Labour Party to which both sides had faithfully adhered.  Mr Peters had 
responsibility for foreign affairs (although not trade), horse racing and senior citizens.

Among other policies, New Zealand First stood for free health care for the under six year 
olds, affordable housing and a timely resolution of claims by the Maoris. It was opposed to 
the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with China and was particularly concerned over the lack of 
controls on Chinese immigrants coming to New Zealand on temporary visas - an element of 
the agreement that had not been reciprocated by China. It was also unhappy with that the 
government had signed an FTA with a country in which employees received low salaries and 
lived in poor working conditions. Finally concerns were expressed over the lack of 
reciprocity in trade in agricultural products, whereby there were restrictions on the import 
into China of New Zealand agricultural products.

Meeting with the Honourable David Parker, Minister of Energy and Climate Change 
Issues

Mr Parker stressed that climate change was a real threat and that the world was living beyond 
its environmental means. He cited current problems such as the depletion of fishing stocks, 
desertification, changing acidity levels and pressures on resources. Specific parts of the world 
that caused special concern were the Aral Sea, the Irrawaddy Delta and the island state of 
Tuvalu which was likely to disappear. It was therefore essential to have a multilateral 
response to the world's problems with cooperation between countries. 

New Zealand was working towards producing 90% of its energy from renewable sources by 
2025. It was investing in efficiency rather than increasing the energy capacity. His 
government considered that there had been exaggeration over both the rush to and away from 
biofuels. It would continue to promote their use and to produce a large proportion of them 
within New Zealand. He noted that the target in the ETS for the use of biofuels by 2012 had 
dropped from 3.4% to 2.5%. He did not consider that converting coal to ethanol was a good 
idea. 

The Minister believed that 60% of vehicles could be running on electricity by 2040. 
Transport emissions had been virtually stabilised by means of a twelve-fold increase in the 
investment in public transport - although the proportion of investment in this sector was still 
lower than that of the EU. It was essential to ensure fuel efficiency at the point of sale. A 
further requirement was increased road pricing. Mr Parker noted too that the rail network 
would never be in a position to service the whole country because of its topography and size.

The Minister accepted that there was a question mark over how far the public were prepared 
to pay the price of tackling climate change but he believed that there was a recognition that 
the government needed to respond to the problem. In his view, the fight against climate 
change was going too slowly and New Zealand lagged behind the EU and even the measures 
being taken by the new government in Australia. Political opposition had grown and many 
multi-nationals were already pleading that they were special cases.
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Mr Parker noted that New Zealand faced a unique challenge compared to other countries as 
around half of its emissions came from ruminants. He stressed that these emissions could be 
reduced and that the ETS would include agriculture after 2013.

Meeting with Prime Minister, the Honourable Helen Clark MP

The Prime Minister stressed that there were excellent relations between the EU and New 
Zealand and that there was much cooperation on global issues. The two sides shared the same 
values and were "part of the same family" - indeed New Zealand was a western nation that 
was situated in the Pacific. She had visited Europe four times as Prime Minister and also very 
much welcomed and valued the visit of delegations from the EU. 

Mrs Clark underlined the economic dynamism of much of the Asia-Pacific region. It was the 
strategic goal of New Zealand to use the FTA with China to secure niches for its exports in 
the huge Chinese economy. She considered that China's main interest in countries such as Fiji 
was to ensure stability. She would not attend the Olympic Games in Beijing as she preferred 
to concentrate on more substantive meetings. She noted that she had been the first western 
leader to go to China after the outbreak of violence in Tibet and the Chinese Premier had told 
her that it was indeed necessary to increase the dialogue on human rights.

She noted that the level of freight was forecast to double by 2040 and it was therefore 
essential to invest in rail and to develop short sea shipping. The buy-back of the railway 
would be very helpful for the broader sustainability of transport. Air New Zealand was an 
important flagship for tourism and was now running at a profit under benign and hands off 
government control.

Mrs Clark also outlined legislative measures to help women at work and to balance their 
careers as well as raising children, such as flexible hours. She noted the changing 
demography of New Zealand which now had a population that was 31% non-European (15% 
Maori, 9% Asian and 7% Pacific Islander).

Further discussion focussed on that afternoon's session of Question Time. Mrs Clark agreed 
that she - and not Winston Peters - was the real target of the attacks of the National Party.
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23 July 2008

Meeting with the Finance Expenditure Committee 

The MEPs first briefed the Committee on the progress of the EU's Emissions Trading 
Scheme. Mr Martin noted that the EU Scheme was the first in the world and had helped to 
reduce emissions. Nevertheless the price of carbon had been set too low and quotas had been 
given away for free. In future there would be an auction of emissions quotas. There had been 
a question over whether the proceeds from the auctions would become part of the EU's own 
resources - a proposal supported by the European Parliament - or go to member state 
Treasuries. 

Industries that had not originally been in the ETS - such as agriculture and transport, would 
be brought into it. There was currently a debate over what to do about iron and steel which 
were also currently outside the Scheme. There was also a debate within the EU between free 
marketers and protectionists about border tax adjustments. He personally did not consider 
that they would be effective or in line with WTO requirements.

Mr Cramer argued that it had been a mistake to exclude transport from the EU's ETS as it 
was the source of 30% of the EU's emissions and 40% in cities. Environmentally unfriendly 
forms of transport were given preference and he noted in particular that aviation emissions in 
the stratosphere were three to five times as harmful as on the ground.

The delegation was reminded that agriculture would be brought into the New Zealand ETS 
from 2013 after which time the free allocation pools would decrease on a linear basis and be 
phased out completely by 2025. Responsibility for taxes would be at the level of the 
processor and would be passed down to the consumer. $700 million had been allocated for a 
"Fast Forward" programme to develop research into ruminant animals and means of reducing 
emissions.

It was also noted that there had been a high number of receiverships and a problem of capital 
security. Some companies had been found to be operating dubious practices, notably 
concerning financial advice and this would be dealt with by the courts.

Meeting with Maori Affairs Select Committee

Other members attended a meeting with the Maori Affairs Select Committee

Meeting with Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority

The delegation met first with Mr Mike Underhill, the Chief Executive of the Energy 
Efficiency and Conservation Authority (EECA). They were then briefed by Mr Robert 
Tromop, Manager of Monitoring and research. 

Mr Tromop outlined the work undertaken to develop low energy housing in New Zealand. He 
noted that homes in New Zealand already had the lowest energy intensity among OECD 
countries and that they did not have central heating. There were 1.5 million homes in the 
country but nearly two thirds of this total had been built before 1978 when insulation became 
mandatory and 30% fell below WHO recommended temperature levels. EECA promoted 
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grants and subsidies to homeowners to introduce energy saving in their homes. Another key 
benefit was that energy efficient houses would conserve heat and thereby lead to a healthier 
population. 

In response to Mr Rack, Mr Tromop noted that the 1978 legislation on mandatory legislation 
had been updated in 1990 and was now run and monitored nationally. The legislation was 
reviewed every five years and it was unlikely that a change of government would make any 
great difference as there was bipartisan agreement on the issue. A key challenge was to 
implement change in disadvantaged areas where the need was greater and progress had been 
slower.

Meeting with Green Party caucus led by Ms Jeanette Fitzsimons MP, co-leader 

Ms Fitzsimons noted that the Green Party had six MPs in the House of Representatives and 
that they abstained on Confidence and Supply votes. She was the Government Spokesperson 
on Energy Efficiency and Conservation and did the work of a Minister, although the Energy 
Minister took the full financial responsibility for measures.

She expressed some scepticism about the Labour Party's real commitment to a "green" 
agenda and pointed in particular to its approach on water purity where there were "nice words 
but no real action". The agriculture sector was the worst polluter of water and the dairy 
industry was the greatest offender. Agriculture made up half the greenhouse emissions in 
New Zealand, compared to 16% in the world as a whole and it was very hard to tackle 
methane emissions from animals. The New Zealand economy was energy inefficient as it had 
always enjoyed cheap energy.

The government's ETS proposals would have to be improved if the Greens were to support it, 
although they would not oppose it. Her party had always wanted the carbon charge to be 
recycled through taxes and therefore to be revenue neutral. The Greens had first proposed a 
carbon charge in 1993 but both parties had rejected it. She did not believe it was possible to 
rely on purchasing carbon credits from developing countries. In particular Ms Fitzsimons 
considered the ETS proposals on agriculture to be inadequate and believed that the sector 
needed to be brought into the scheme before 2013. Other sectors were also being given a 
"long holiday".

Finally, Ms Fitzsimons believed that her party had greater negotiating power before the 
election and that these negotiations would largely take place in public.

Meeting with United Future Party caucus led by the Honourable Peter Dunne, Leader 
and Minister for Revenue

The remainder of the delegation met with representatives of the United Future Party
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Meeting with National Party caucus led by Hon Murray McCully, Spokesperson for 
Foreign Affairs, and Mr Nathan Guy MP, Senior National Whip 

The National Party members did not agree with the government's re-nationalisation of the 
railways as they believed it had been managed efficiently by the private company and would 
now become an economic burden for the country. They did nonetheless underline the 
importance of public transport and the priority of upgrading the infrastructure. Auckland was 
a relatively small city and buses were a more appropriate form of public transport than light 
rail. Road transport was in many cases the most suitable way of moving around goods but 
there could be further work on developing substitutes for fossil fuels.

The MPs argued that there was a mood for change in the country and that voters were tired of
the current "nanny state".  The National Party wanted to see lower tax rates and better 
management of the economy. It was noted that New Zealand's interest rates were between 
two and three per cent higher than those of their competitors. It was a sign of public 
discontent that 45,000 people had left New Zealand for Australia in the last 12 months. They 
recognised that there was very little that New Zealand could do about rising fuel prices but 
they stressed that the increase in commodity prices should help the country as it was a 
producer.

The National Party could conceivably work with the Maori Party after the election as they 
shared similar beliefs in the importance of education, family values and welfare. The MPs 
argued that their tactics during that day's session of Question Time had been appropriate as
voters did not want to see "fighting for the sake of fighting".

Meeting with Maori Party caucus, led by co-leader Dr Pita Sharples MP

The Maori Party members underlined the historically bicultural nature of New Zealand 
society. The Party had been created in 2004 in the upshot of the debate about whether Maoris 
had a legitimate claim to the ownership of part or all of New Zealand's foreshore and seabed -
the "foreshore and seabed controversy". Seven seats in the House of Representatives were 
reserved for Maoris and the Maori Party currently held four of them. Their aim was to 
capture all seven. Their party was "neither left nor rightwing, but Maori" and consequently 
they might vote for or against the government. They represented a broad range of views and 
were currently developing their policies in advance of the forthcoming election. It was also 
stressed that the party was the "only authentic voice for Maoris" in the country.

In the past Maoris had tended to vote Labour although many had given up on voting as they 
were disillusioned with politics. There were other Maori members of parliament but they 
were bound by the conventions of their parties on such issues as the seabed and foreshore 
legislation. Maori voters had the opportunity for a period of four months after every census to 
go onto the general electoral roll or the roll specifically reserved for Maoris.  They would 
also determine their position regarding future governments after the election in order that 
they might secure the maximum advantage.
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24 July 2008

Meeting with Dr Jan Wright, Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment,

The aim of the office of Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment (PCE) was to 
maintain and improve the quality of New Zealand's environment, particularly through 
promoting environmental sustainability. 

Dr Wright explained that she was an officer of the Parliament and not of the government of 
the day.  She reported to Parliament through the Speaker of the House and the Officers of the 
Parliament Committee. She had wide ranging powers to investigate environmental concerns 
and to hold the government to account for its environmental policies and actions. She 
provided advice to Select Committees and communicated information on environmental 
issues to the wider public. The office had been set up under the Environment Act of 1986 and 
the Commissioner was appointed for a five year term. She enjoyed considerable 
independence and was able to speak out freely on concerns. She had a staff of 15 and a 
budget of NZ $2.726 million had been voted in 2007.

The Commissioner outlined the work that she had undertaken in response to the government's 
proposals for an Emissions Trading Scheme (ETS). She noted that New Zealand had an 
unusual greenhouse gas profile with 50% of its emissions coming from agriculture, especially 
the expanding dairy sector. Methane came from animals and nitrous oxide came from the 
soil. Nitrates from fertilisers and cow urine were major pollutants of waterways. The situation 
was exacerbated as animals were kept outside in winter. Dr Wright pointed in particular to 
the practical problems of measuring methanol emissions and in determining which farmers 
were complying with the Scheme and which were not. Agriculture would come into the ETS 
from 2013.

Forestry would be brought into the ETS retrospectively from the beginning of 2008 and in 
this sector there was a need for haste as a lot of deforestation had been taking place in 
anticipation of the introduction of the Scheme. Energy and industry would be brought into the 
ETS in 2010.  Transport was now to be included from 2011 after the original start date of 
2009 had been pushed back because of the higher cost of oil. The final phase out of 
allocations was scheduled for 2030. 

The government was trying to push through the ETS with the support of the smaller parties in 
the face of the opposition from the National Party. In general there was a lack of public 
understanding of the issues as something was being priced that had never been priced in the 
past. There had also been a great deal of special interest lobbying. There was a strong 
antipathy in New Zealand to regulation. It was beneficial to publicise what was being done 
regarding emissions trading in the EU.

Meeting with Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Select Committee 

It was underlined that New Zealand and the EU shared fundamental values and that the only 
major issue of difference between the two sides was that of agriculture. Over recent years the 
relationship had developed incrementally but fundamentally in a positive direction. The New 
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Zealand side noted that Europeans had argued in the past that the Common Agricultural 
Policy was the glue keeping the Union together, however the reforms of the CAP since 1991 
had improved the situation and the EU was now less protectionist than the USA.   The New 
Zealand members were also hopeful of achieving an agreement on wine between the two 
sides.

Mr Martin briefed the Committee on recent developments in the European air industry. He 
also outlined the EU's approach to trade with ACP and the development of Economic 
Partnership Agreements with some groupings of ACP countries. He stressed that the EU was 
seeking to complement the activity of New Zealand and Australia in the task of providing aid 
to the Pacific region. He referred in particular to the concerns about the situation in Fiji and 
the importance of supporting the democratic process in the country. Regarding ETS, he 
emphasised the move by the EU from free allocation to auctioning of quotas and noted that
agriculture had not been included in the European scheme but was being regulated by other 
means. 

Mr Triantaphyllides outlined recent developments in the search for a settlement of the Cyprus 
issue. He noted that President Christofias had been on good terms with the Turkish 
community and was keen to achieve agreement. He stressed that any settlement should come 
from Cypriots themselves and not be imposed by the United Nations which should restrict 
itself to the role of facilitator. There was a question mark over the role over the Turkish 
military, although the Ankara government seemed to be willing to talk.

Meeting with Local Government and Environment Select Committee

Other members of the delegation attended a meeting with the Local Government and 
Environment Select Committee

The delegation then left Wellington for Christchurch where they visited the National Centre
for Research on Europe. 

Presentation by and discussions with staff and students of the National Centre for 
Research on Europe, University of Canterbury, Christchurch

The Director of the National Centre for Research on Europe (NCRE) at Canterbury 
University, Professor Martin Holland, gave an introduction to the Centre's work. The NCRE
came into existence in 2002 with a grant from the European Commission. Its forerunner - the 
Centre for Research on Europe - was created in 2000. The NCRE is the only EU-dedicated 
tertiary level centre in New Zealand and has developed significant academic and outreach 
activities. It also hosted a discussion with the previous European Parliament delegation to 
visit New Zealand in 2006. 

The NCRE sought to make the EU relevant to the Asia-Pacific region. Among other 
activities, it was a centre of teaching and research in EU-related areas, including providing 
the only undergraduate degree in Australasia in EU studies. Since 2001 it had hosted a series 
of lectures with speakers, including the Turkish Prime Minister and former British Foreign 
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Secretary, Margaret Beckett. Students were also studying for Masters and PhD degrees in 
EU-related topics. 

MEPs then heard from a number of research students on work currently being undertaken. 

The project "Perceptions of the EU in the Asia Pacific region" sought to identify, measure 
and raise public awareness and knowledge of the EU within Australia, New Zealand, 
Thailand and South Korea. Findings in New Zealand indicated that the EU was viewed "not 
as a star football team but a football team with a lot of stars". There was minimal coverage of 
the EU on New Zealand television and most people would not know anything about the 
debate on the draft Lisbon Treaty or the role of played by the EU in the world. MEPs 
commented that these were findings that could equally apply to the population of the EU 
itself and it was essential to publicise the role being played by the Union in the world.

Research on the New Zealand-EU relationship in the field of research, science and 
technology (RS & T) looked at ways of improving cooperation in this area. As a small 
country, New Zealand's own research capacity was limited and it could only benefit from 
collaborating with the EU. It was noted that only one in fifteen applications for projects under 
the EU's Framework Programme 7 (FP7) were successful in gaining funding. MEPs accepted 
that the EU's application process in this field was complicated but stressed that it was being 
simplified. They also underlined the importance of bilateral cooperation, with Mr Martin 
pointing to the significant RS &T links between New Zealand and the United Kingdom.

Finally, MEPs learned of the research into the possible impact of proposals to create a 
European External Action Service (EEAS). It focussed on diplomatic relations between 
Australia, New Zealand and the Pacific. MEPs noted that the majority in the European 
Parliament wanted the work on the EEAS to go ahead, despite the Irish "No" vote on the draft 
Lisbon Treaty.  The European Parliament resolutions on the issue were also cited as a 
valuable source of information to the researchers.

There was further discussion of the role played by the European Parliament in ensuring that 
environmental concerns were properly addressed at EU level and the benefits of cooperation 
between the EU and New Zealand in a wide range of fields.
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25 July 2008

The delegation travelled from Christchurch to Queenstown where they had lunch with 
representatives of the tourism industry.

Queenstown is located in the mountainous region of the South Island and is at the heart of 
some of the most significant tourism attractions in New Zealand. It attracts over one million 
visitors who come throughout the year for activity holidays such as hiking and skiing. The 
New Zealand authorities have been in the vanguard of promoting sustainable tourism that 
does not cause damage to the fragile environment. The principal aim of the visit was to 
examine examples of this approach and lessons that could be learned within the EU.

Creeksyde Queenstown HolidayPark

The MEPs had lunch with representatives of the sustainable tourism initiative in the 
Queenstown area. Following this they visited the Creeksyde Holiday Park. 

Creeksyde was created in 1987 and in 2003 became the first holiday park in the world to be 
environmentally benchmarked by Green Globe. In 2004 it became Green Globe Certified. 
Green Globe is a benchmarking, certification and performance improvement programme that 
is based on the Agenda 21 Principles for sustainable development agreed at the United 
Nations Rio Earth Summit of 1992. In order to achieve the Green Globe the Holiday Park 
was subject to external auditing.

The owner of Creeksyde, Mrs Erna Spijkerbosch, stressed that it was essential to make a 
profit as well as to be environmentally sustainable and there were clear financial incentives to 
recycle waste. It cost $120 per half tonne to put waste in landfill but only $10 for the same 
amount if it was recycled. Much of the recycling technology used was German. Materials 
used were - as far as possible - environmentally friendly and, for example, only vinegar and 
baking soda were used in cleaning. Reuse of materials resulted in some very interesting 
features of garden ornament about the park and a worm farm also helped the recycling of 
material.

The camp had 29 accommodation units and 100 camper van sites. 85% of visitors were 
international, most coming from Australia. There were currently 26 staff members, including 
14 nationalities. The camp was open 365 days per year. At present in winter there were 
between 30 and 40 motor homes. This increased to between 80 and 100 in summer. The most 
expensive plot cost $45 per night for two people. The camp site was located near the centre of 
Queenstown so was very convenient, however this meant that there was very little room for 
expansion.

Members toured the site and were extremely impressed with what they saw. The most 
important message was that there was no incompatibility between being environmentally 
sustainable and making a profit.
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Nomad Safaris

Nomad Safaris provides personalised tours by four wheel drive or quad bikes into the back 
country around Queenstown, specialising in tours of the Lord of the Rings film locations. The 
delegation was informed that the company is dedicated to sustainable tourism and looking 
after the environment.  It has been involved in a large number of projects to support the 
environment such as rubbish collection days, vegetation regeneration and wilding trees 
control. 

Nomad Safaris operates with Department of Conservation approval. It is currently accredited 
with Green Globe benchmark status and is seeking to be certified, the highest level of the 
Green Globe standard. It has won a large number of awards, including the 2007 Queenstown 
Business Awards - Lakes Environmental Contribution to Conservation Award. The company 
owners are the founding members of Treadlightly NZ, which has developed a driving code of 
conduct to minimise the effect of four wheel drives.

Examples of the approach of Nomad Safaris include minimising the use of energy and water 
in its operations and improving waste minimisation, reuse and recycling systems. Drivers 
pick up wayside rubbish during the tours and include environmental issues in their 
commentaries. The MEPs were subsequently taken on a short tour of the surrounding area.

In the evening Mr Tim Barnett MP and Ms Jacqui Dean MP hosted a farewell dinner which 
concluded the official programme of the delegation.
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

DELEGATION FOR RELATIONS WITH AUSTRALIA AND NEW 
ZEALAND

15th EP-NEW ZEALAND INTERPARLIAMENTARY 
WORKING MEETING

19-26 July 2008

BAY OF ISLANDS - AUCKLAND - WELLINGTON 
 CHRISTCHURCH - QUEENSTOWN

FINAL PROGRAMME

Saturday 19 July 2008
AUCKLAND - BAY OF ISLANDS
                                

INDIVIDUAL ARRIVALS OF MEMBERS AND STAFF IN AUCKLAND AND FLY TO KERIKERI, BAY OF
ISLANDS

TRANSFER TO HOTEL Copthorne Hotel and Resort Bay of Islands
Tau Henara Drive
Paihia
tel. +64 9 402 74 11
fax +64 9 402 82 00

Dinner (own arrangements)

Sunday 20 July 2008
BAY OF ISLANDS

Breakfast  (own arrangements)

08.45 Leave for Waitangi Treaty Grounds, Tau Henare Drive, Waitangi
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Arrive at Waka Landing

09.00 "Powhiri" - welcome ceremony

Guided tour of Waitangi Treaty Grounds.

Meeting and discussion with representatives of Maori community 

11.45 Depart by ferry to Russell

12.00 Arrive in Russell

Free time and lunch (own arrangements)

Visit of Bay of Islands

16.40 Arrive at hotel

Free time

19.00 Dinner hosted by the New Zealand Parliament

Monday 21 July 2008
AUCKLAND - WELLINGTON

Breakfast (own arrangements) 

07.30 LEAVE HOTEL BY COACH FOR AUCKLAND

10.45 Arrive University of Auckland
Met by : Dr Maureen Benson-Rea, Senior Lecturer

Panel discussion with staff and students from the
European Studies Centre
Venue : Owen G Glenn Building

University of Auckland
Wynyard Street
Auckland

12.10 LEAVE BY COACH FOR AUCKLAND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

13.30 FLY TO WELLINGTON ON FLIGHT NZ 439

14.30 ARRIVE IN WELLINGTON AND TRANSFER TO THE
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Residence of  H.E. Mr Michel Legras, Ambassador of France
Address : 39 Hobson Street

Wellington

15.00 Briefing with the EU Presidency and European Commission followed by 
reception

17.30 ARRIVE AT HOTEL

Bolton Hotel
Corner Bolton and Mowbray Streets

6011 Wellington
tel. +64 4 472 99 66

fax : +64 4 472 99 55

18.30 Dinner in honour of the delegation, hosted by Hon. Margaret Wilson, Speaker 
of the House of Representatives
Venue : Members' Dining Room

Level 3 - Executive Wing
Parliament Building

Tuesday 22 July 2008
WELLINGTON

Breakfast (own arrangements)

09.15 Leave for Parliament Building

09.25 Arrive at Parliament and proceed to Committee Room 7

09.30-10.00 Meeting with Dr Colin Tukuitonga, Chief Executive, Ministry of Pacific 
Island Affairs 

10.15-10.45 Meeting with Hon. Margaret Wilson, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives
Venue : Speaker's Office

Delegation split

10.45 Leave on foot for School of Government, Victoria University of Wellington, 
Lambton Quay or Treasury, 1 The Terrace
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11.00 Meeting with School of Government  
Meet with : Prof. Peter Stokes, Head of School

Prof. Bob Gregory
Associate Prof. Bob Stephens
Prof. Nigel Roberts, Head of School, Dept. of Political Science 
and International Relations
Mr John Leslie, Dept. of Political Science and International
Relations
Prof. Ralph Chapman, Dept. of Political Science and 
International Relations
Mr Jordon Carter, Dept. of Political Science and International 
Relations
Ms Fiona Barker, Dept. of Political Science and International 
Relations

OR

Meeting with Treasury
Meet with : Mr Peter Lorimer, Principal Advisor, State Sector Performance 

Group
Other participants to be confirmed

12.45 Buffet lunch hosted by Mr Charles Chauvel MP, 
Chair of the European Union Parliamentary Friendship Group 
Venue : Members' Dining Room

Level 3 - Executive Wing

13.45 Proceed to Speaker's Gallery

14.00 Welcome and observation of Question Time

14.30 Tour of  Parliament

15.30 Proceed to Labour Party caucus
Room PH 1.075

15.45 Meeting with Labour Party caucus led by Mr Tim Barnett MP, Senior 
Government Whip

16.30 Proceed to Bowen House - level 16

17.00 Meeting with New Zealand First caucus led by Mr Peter Brown MP,
Deputy Leader and Whip

17.30 Proceed to Select Committee Room 11

17.45 Meeting with Hon. David Parker, Minister of Energy and Climate Change 
Issues

20.00 Meeting with Prime Minister. Hon. Helen Clark MP
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Dinner (own arrangements)

Wednesday 23 July 2008 
WELLINGTON

Breakfast (own arrangements)

09.00 Meeting with officials of  Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade
Venue : 195 Lambton Quay(cancelled)

Delegation split

10.00-11.00 Meeting with Maori Affairs Select Committee and Finance Expenditure 
Committee (for discussion regarding the New Zealand Emissions Trading 
Scheme)

11.15 Meeting with Energy Efficiency and Conservation Authority

12.15 Leave on foot for the Museum of New Zealand, Te Papa Tongarewa, Cable 
Street

12.30 View Tangata o le Moana (The Story of Pacific People in New Zealand) 
exhibition

13.15 Informal lunch, hosted by the New Zealand Parliament
Venue : Brewery Bar and Restaurant

Corner Taranaki and Cable Streets

14.30 Private tour of Te Papa

15.30 Leave for Parliament Buildings, Bowen House (level 11 or 8)

Delegation split

15.45 Meeting with United Future Party caucus led by Hon Peter Dunne, Leader 
and Minister for Revenue

or

Meeting with Green Party caucus led by Ms Jeanette Fitzsimons, co-leader 

16.15 Proceed to National Party Caucus Room, level 3, Parliament House
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16.30 Meeting with National Party caucus led by Hon Murray McCully, 
Spokesperson for Foreign Affairs, and Mr Nathan Guy MP, Senior National 
Whip

17.15 Proceed to Matangereia, Ground floor

17.30 Meeting with Maori Party caucus, led by Hon. Tariana Turia and Pita 
Sharples MP, co-leaders

Dinner (own arrangements)

Thursday 24 July 2008
WELLINGTON-CHRISTCHURCH

Breakfast (own arrangements)

09.00 Meeting with Dr Jan Wright, Parliamentary Commissioner for the 
Environment

Delegation split

10.00-10.30 Meeting with Local Government and Environment Select Committee

OR

10.00-10.45 Meeting with Foreign Affairs, Defence and Trade Select  Committee 
(a) Relations with Europe and (b) Pacific Island Migration

11.00 LEAVE BY COACH FOR WELLINGTON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT - DOMESTIC 
TERMINAL

12.15 FLY TO CHRISTCHURCH ON FLIGHT NZ 421

13.00 Arrive in Christchurch 

13.30 Lunch hosted by Canterbury University
Venue : Christchurch Club

154 Worcester Street

14.30 Presentation by and discussions with staff and students of the National Centre 
for Research on Europe
Venue : Level 4 Commerce Building

University of Canterbury
Corner of Arts and Forestry Roads
Ilam
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17.00 TRAVEL TO HOTEL BY COACH 

Crowne Plaza Hotel
Kilmore and Durham Streets

Christchurch
tel. +64 3 365 77 99
fax +64 3 365 00 82

17.45 LEAVE BY COACH FOR

18.15 Tamaki Heritage Village Experience and "hangi" (traditional Maori) dinner, 
hosted by the New Zealand Parliament
Venue : Tamaki Heritage Village

Ferrymaid Park Drive
Ferrymead

Friday 25 July 2008
CHRISTCHURCH-QUEENSTOWN

Breakfast (own arrangements)

10.20 LEAVE BY COACH FOR CHRISTCHURCH INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

11.25 FLY TO QUEENSTOWN ON FLIGHT NZ 5001

12.30 Arrive in Queenstown. Following collection of luggage, leave for

13.00 Lunch with Queenstown sustainable tourism representatives
Venue : Tatler Restaurant

5 The Mall
Queenstown

Guests include :

Mr David Kennedy, Chief Executive Destination Queenstown
Ms Hazel Murtagh, Media-Co-ordinator Destination Queenstown
Mrs Erna Spijkerbosch, Creeksyde owner and Chairman, Destination 
Queenstown Board
Mr Tonnie Spijkerbosch, Creeksyde owner
Mr Trent Yeo, Director Ziptrek Ecotours
Mr Tom Walter, Operations Manager Ziptrek Ecotours
Ms Amanda Gatward-Ferguson, Director Nomad Safaris
Mr David Gatward-Ferguson, Director Nomad Safaris
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14.30 Leave for Creeksyde
Venue : 54 Robins Road

14.45 Site visit at Creeksyde Queenstown Holiday Park

15.45 Leave for Nomad safaris
Venue : 19 Shotover Street

16.00 Visit Nomad Safaris

17.00 RETURN TO HOTEL AND ARRIVE AT

Crowne Plaza Hotel
Beach Street
Queenstown

tel. +64 3 441 00 95
fax +64 3 442 88 95

19.00 Dinner hosted by Mr Tim Barnett, MP and Ms Jacqui Dean, MP
Venue : Wai Restaurant

Steamer Wharf, Beach Street
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Members
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