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Dear Morag, 
 
NSW Parliamentary Friends of the European Union - Study Tour to EU - Feb 2014 
 
You may recall that when the Delegation for Relations with Australia and New Zealand 
visited Parliament House, Sydney, earlier this year, the NSW Parliamentary Friends of the 
EU indicated that we were planning to take a delegation to the EU.  Plans for such a Study 
Tour are now taking shape. 
 
The delegation will comprise of approximately seven cross-Party members. 
 
We plan to arrive in Strasbourg (by train from Paris) on the evening of Tue 4 Feb 2014 and 
plan to depart by train late afternoon on Wed 5 Feb (for Frankfurt). (The probable time of 
the arrival in Strasbourg on 4 Feb will be 19:17/ the probable departure time on 5 Feb will 
be 17:47.) 
 
We are also planning to visit Ypres/Menin Gate and Brussels, with a day for some 
meetings in Brussels set down for Thu 13 Feb. 
 
Strasbourg 
 

In Strasbourg our focus would be to observe proceedings of the plenary session of the 
European Parliament and to meet with some members of the Delegation for Australia and 
New Zealand (5 Feb).  If that could be arranged, we would be most grateful.  (As most 
members of the delegation have not visited Strasbourg before, it would be desirable for 
them to have a bit of the brief time we are in the city to see the cathedral, etc). 
 
Brussels 
 
In Brussels, our focus would be to learn more about EU institutions.  So, if there are 
meetings of the European Parliament's committees scheduled for Brussels on 13 Feb then 
that might be a further opportunity to interact with the EP.  (Other meetings in Brussels, 
such as possible briefings by committees of the European Commission, are being 
organised in conjunction with the Australian Embassy).   
 
If you can be of assistance in finalising our plans, that would be greatly appreciated. 
 
If you could send a copy of your response/s to my Research Assistant/Secretary, Clare 
Barclay, that would also assist: clare.barclay@parliament.nsw.gov.au 
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In the meantime, best wishes to you and the Delegation for a Happy Christmas.  We look 
forward to catching up in the New Year. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Jenny Gardiner 
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