
The EU's economic presence in Australia

The EU has been Australia’s largest economic partner for more than 25 years. The EU 
is Australia’s leading investor with an accumulated investment of $A658 billion at the 
end of 2009 – 35% of all foreign investment in Australia.
A 2009 update of a survey on EU investment in Australia conducted by the 
Delegation of the European Union to Australia, in cooperation with EU Member State 
diplomatic missions, found that:
• there are nearly 2,400 EU companies with a presence in Australia, with a total 
estimated turnover of almost $A270 billion or just over 14% of total sales in 
Australia.
• these companies directly created close to an estimated 500,000 jobs in Australia, and 
allowing for the flow-on (multiplier) effects, were responsible for generating more 
than 1.4 million jobs or just over 12% of the Australian workforce.

Australia’s economic presence in the EU

The EU is the second major destination for Australian foreign investment, reaching 
$A346 billion at the end of 2009 - 31% of total Australian investment abroad.

From an EU perspective, Australia is the EU’s:
• 6th largest partner in two-way goods trade;
• 10th largest partner in two-way services trade, and
• 7th largest source of foreign direct investment.

EU Australia Trade

In 2009, the EU was Australia’s third-largest merchandise trading partner after China 
and the ASEAN economies with two-way trade totalling more than $A56 billion or 
14% of Australia’s total two-way trade in goods.
The EU was Australia’s largest partner for trade in services in 2009, when two-way 
trade in services between the EU and Australia was worth $A20 billion. This is 19% 
of Australia’s total trade in services.

Merchandise Trade Exports

Australian exports to the EU totalled $A17.4 billion in 2009 (9% of total exports).
This makes the EU the fourth largest market for Australian exports after China, Japan 
and the ASEAN economies. In 2009, three of Australia’s largest export items to the 
EU were coal, alcoholic beverages (mainly wine) and medicaments. Viewed from an 
EU perspective, Australia was the EU’s leading external supplier of wine, nickel ores, 
lead ores, lead and wool in 2009; the second largest source of rapeseed and sheep 
meat, and the third largest supplier of coal, butter, nickel and breathing appliances.



Imports

The EU is Australia’s largest source of imports, which were valued at $A39.5 billion 
in 2009 (20% of total imports).
In 2009, Australia’s main import items from the EU were:
• Medicaments (including veterinary);
• Passenger motor vehicles, and
• Organo-inorganic compounds.

Services Trade

The EU is the largest market for Australian services exports, which totalled $A8.6 
billion in 2009 (16% of total exports). Similarly, the EU is the largest source of 
services imports by Australia, worth $A11.7 billion in 2009 (22% of total imports). 
Services comprise more than one quarter of total two-way trade between the EU and 
Australia. The main trade in services between the EU and Australia is in travel and 
transportation. In 2009, personal travel (excluding education) services were ranked 
Australia’s third-largest export to the EU, after gold and coal.


