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Ministry of Economic Development

The Ministry of Economic Development’s purpose is to foster economic development and 
prosperity for all New Zealanders. The ministry advises the government and implements 
policy in relation to a wide range of economic issues, primarily from a business perspective –
including telecommunications and information technology, energy and resources, 
commerce, industry development, small business, tourism, and consumer affairs. It provides 
advice on issues that affect the business environment as a whole, and advice on what 
government can do to develop the economy. 

The Ministry of Economic Development delivers services to business, including administering 
company registrations and insolvencies; issuing patents and trade marks; licensing 
petroleum exploration; supervising the management of registered superannuation schemes; 
ensuring insurance companies comply with relevant legislation; managing the radio 
spectrum; providing economic development, energy and tourism data and statistics; and 
ensuring the safe supply and use of electricity and gas. 

The Ministry of Economic Development works for ministers in eight portfolio areas: 
economic development; communications and information technology; commerce; energy 
and resources; tourism; consumer affairs; small business; and the Rugby World Cup. 

The ministry also contributes to work for the ministers for infrastructure, regulatory reform, 
and climate change issues, and has an advisory and monitoring role in relation to 10 Crown 
entities. 

The minister for economic development oversees the government’s ownership interest in 
the ministry. 

The Ministry of Economic Development incorporates the Ministry of Tourism and the 
Ministry of Consumer Affairs and is organised into eight branches: business services; 
competition, trade and investment; energy and communications; economic strategy; 
industry and regional development; information technology group; organisational and 
development support; and tourism, events and consumer affairs.



Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Trade (MFAT) is the Government's lead adviser and 
negotiator on foreign and trade policy, and diplomatic and consular issues. Through the New 
Zealand Agency for International Development (NZAID), it is also the principal adviser on 
development assistance issues. The Ministry also provides legal advice on international 
issues. Under international practice, it is the formal channel for the Government's 
communications to and from other countries and international organisations.

The Ministry, through its diplomatic and consular service, is charged by Government to 
ensure that New Zealand's voice is heard abroad, that our security and economic interests 
are advanced and protected, that we contribute to global poverty elimination, and that the 
rights and safety of New Zealanders abroad are protected.

Role of the Ministry
The Ministry's primary role is to recognise and understand international trends, 
opportunities and risks that affect New Zealand, and offer the Government advice on how 
best to protect and advance New Zealand's interests and well-being. In this way it 
contributes to the Government's overall objective of transforming New Zealand into a 
dynamic, knowledge-based economy and society, underpinned by the values of fairness, 
opportunity and security for all. 

In its annual Statement of Intent the Ministry reviews the international setting in which New 
Zealand pursues its external policies. We look for current trends and key drivers for change, 
seeking to identify opportunities and risks that may impact on our foreign and trade policy 
objectives. The Statement then sets out the broad initiatives which the Ministry plans to 
pursue over the medium term to achieve its objectives.

Contemporary challenges are increasingly trans-boundary in nature, be they the economic 
demands of globalisation; ideologically driven terrorism; the proliferation of weapons of 
mass destruction; pressures on global natural and energy resources; human rights abuses; 
extremes of poverty; or regional threats posed by failed or failing states. 

These trends are placing considerable pressure on all countries, including New Zealand, to 
be more globally active and equipped for this rapidly changing and less predictable world

Our key relationships
New Zealand ’s key relationships are with Australia, the United States of America, the Pacific 
Island countries, Japan, China and the European Union. Our membership of the United 
Nations and its family of international agencies is another important vehicle for making our 
voice heard.

Protecting and advancing our interests requires us to develop and sustain relationships with 
those foreign governments and organisations, so that New Zealand can build and exert 
influence on them to accommodate our interests in the decisions they take. We do this 
through presence, persuasion and negotiation. Our resources include a global network of 
some 50 overseas posts with formal accreditations to 120 countries and many international 
organisations. 730 New Zealanders and more than 350 overseas employees work for the 
Ministry in Wellington or abroad, with policy, administrative and specialist skills directed 



towards developing and delivering specific initiatives and interventions to advance New 
Zealand’s interests. 

Complementing those efforts, the Ministry works alongside other New Zealand government 
agencies with external interests to develop a framework for promoting greater coordination 
and collaboration by “NZ Inc” onshore and offshore, since this is one way we can multiply 
the reach and impact of our external engagements.

Other domestic stakeholders include business organisations and the private sector, 
academia and the media, non-government organisations (NGOs), Maori and interest groups. 
Our engagement with this wider community helps us promote New Zealand’s identity in the 
world as people who support and defend freedom and fairness and who value our diverse 
cultural heritage. Our perspectives as a principled and inclusive nation provide us with 
additional capacity to engage in international debates, including on trade, terrorism, 
disarmament, human rights, sustainable development and the environment. The private 
sector has a key role also in our work to negotiate Closer Economic Partnerships/Free Trade 
Agreements with other countries.

Services we provide
The Ministry provides a range of services for our stakeholders who include business 
organisations and the private sector, academia and the media, non-government 
organisations (NGOs), Maori and interest groups and the travelling New Zealand public. 



Meat and Wool New Zealand

In August 2009 farmers voted to continue paying levies on sheepmeat and beef to fund the 
work of Meat & Wool New Zealand. As an industry good body we work to benefit all farmers 
by investing in activities that would not occur unless funded collectively – either because 
they would cost individuals too much, or because others could benefit without paying.

Our Vision
Improved sheep and beef farm profitability through investing farmer levies in programmes 
that have impact, value and relevance for farmers.

Our Strategies
1. Apply sustainable productivity improvements that deliver an increase in farm profit.
2. Facilitate improved market access arrangements and market development programmes to 
enable industry to deliver better returns to farmers.
3. Support strategy, leadership and skills development to ensure the meat and wool sectors 
have access to the range of skills they need to develop and advance the sector



Reserve Bank of New Zealand

The Reserve Bank of New Zealand is New Zealand’s central bank. It was established in 1934, 
and although not a government department, has been wholly owned by the government of 
New Zealand since 1936. Like most central banks, the Reserve Bank is primarily a policy 
organisation, and has three main functions: 

 operating monetary policy to maintain price stability; 
 promoting the maintenance of a sound and efficient financial system; and 
 meeting the currency needs of the public.


These functions are specified in the Reserve Bank Act 1989, which also gives the Reserve 
Bank statutory independence to carry them out. Aspects have since been refined by a 
variety of amendment acts. 

To fulfil these functions, the Bank carries out a wide range of tasks, from operating 
monetary policy to monitoring and supervising the health of the financial system, 
maintaining foreign reserves, operating in the financial markets if necessary, and issuing 
currency as required. The Bank has the sole right to produce currency in New Zealand.
New Zealand’s monetary policy framework is conventional by current international 
standards, designed around an overall goal of price stability. Price stability itself is defined by 
a Policy Targets Agreement, which at the time of writing required the Bank to keep CPI 
inflation between 1 and 3 percent on average over the medium term.

The Reserve Bank’s role in the New Zealand financial system has developed over the years, 
and includes a requirement that banks must be registered with the Reserve Bank. Registered 
banks must meet certain criteria with regard to their financial position, and only 
organisations formally registered with the Reserve Bank are entitled to use the word ‘bank’ 
in their names. In late 2007 the decision was taken by government to extend the Bank’s 
regulatory oversight to finance and insurance companies, building societies and credit 
unions.

The Reserve Bank also operates New Zealand’s wholesale payment and settlement systems, 
which the registered banks use to complete their transactions with each other, and which 
handle approximately $40 billion in transactions per day. These systems are not only vital to 
the New Zealand economy, but also allow the Bank to implement its monetary policy 
settings.

To meet these tasks the Reserve Bank is structured around an economics department, which 
conducts research into the economy and provides advice on monetary policy; two 
departments associated with financial stability, oversight and financial markets operations; 
and a currency department responsible for the design and wholesale issue of notes and 
coins. There are several support departments, including a Financial Services Group, 
Knowledge Services Group, communications department, an internal audit unit, and a 
human resources department. The Bank also operates a small public museum. The Bank 
employs approximately 240 staff and operates from a purpose-built office building on The 
Terrace in Wellington.



Federated Farmers of New Zealand

Federated Farmers is New Zealand's leading independent rural advocacy organisation.
The Federation advocates for farmers and the role of farming in the modern New Zealand 
economy.

Consisting of 24 provinces and numerous associated branches, it is a democratic 
organisation that gives farmers a collective voice at both a national and provincial level.
It represents the specific interests of members including meat & fibre, dairy, goats, rural 
butchers, high country, grain & seed and bees.

Federated Farmers is governed by a National Council and National Board. The National 
Board meets regularly and comprises of a President, Vice-president, three Industry Group 
chairpersons and two National Board members at large. The National Council meets twice a 
year and comprises of the National Board and representatives from both the provinces and 
industry groups.

Policy is member driven. Members' views are canvassed by staff and elected representatives 
who formulate submissions that help local and central government decision making.
The Federation's aim is to add value to the business of farming for our members and 
encouraging sustainability through best practice.



National Centre for Research on Europe, 
University of Canterbury

In 2000, the forerunner to the NCRE - the Centre for Research on Europe - was founded at 
Canterbury. In 2002 a grant from the European Commission was awarded and at this time 
the Centre became the National Centre for Research on Europe. The NCRE remains the only 
EU-dedicated tertiary level centre in New Zealand. Since then, the NCRE has developed 
significantly in both academic and outreach activities, involving a variety of roles and 
mechanisms. It has also established an effective form of collaboration with 4 other NZ 
universities (Auckland, Victoria, Otago and Lincoln) and one Australian university 
(Melbourne) during this time.

Academic activities
The NCRE is a multi-disciplinary centre that brings together graduates, post-doctoral fellows 
and academics from a wide range of disciplines to research and study the European Union 
and Europe-related issues and topics. The focus is inclusive and policy-driven, melding 
academic work with practical requirements. 

Outreach activities
The NCRE also performs a wider societal role and serves as a key element in the EU's 
outreach within New Zealand and the Pacific. Raising a critical awareness of the EU, 
informing government, the media and public opinion all play an equally important part in 
the NCRE's core function. 

Above all, the NCRE has begun the essential process of encouraging and promoting a new 
generation of New Zealand graduates who have a high level of expertise and interest in the 
EU.

Centre Governance
The National Centre for Research on Europe is governed by an Advisory Board composed of 
both University of Canterbury and external members.

Affiliated Networks
The NCRE is a member of many academic networks both nationally and internationally. Two 
of the major academic networks that the Centre belongs to are also administered by the 
NCRE office. These are:



Ko Tane

At Ko Tane we are dedicated to providing 
you with a unique cultural experience that 
takes you on a rich journey through our 
past, giving insight into our culture and 
beliefs.

We will show you our unique culture as it 
has survived and grown throughout the 
centuries since Maori arrived in New Zealand. 
Through performances of traditional waiata, 
haka, poi and ti rakau, we affirm our place in 
our cultural roots. 

Our village is set inside the Willowbank 
Wildlife Reserve, which has a dedicated 
New Zealand section. Visitors can see native 
birds and reptiles close up, and view the kiwi 
house and outdoor kiwi breeding area. We 
guarantee that you will see a kiwi!

Our Tribe (iwi), Ngai Tahu, has strong links 
with the plants and animals of the 
Christchurch area, Otautahi to our ancestors. 
Originally a swamp, it was the source of many 
different types of fish and bird species, as well 
as flax (harakeke) and ti kouka (the cabbage tree). 
In pre-European times, families would come to 
this area to snare birds, gather shellfish, and fish 
for eels, as well as gathering  ti kouka leaves for 
clothing, and harakeke for clothing, baskets and 
mats. 

We are proud to introduce you to our unique 
Maori culture and look forward to hosting you here 
at Ko Tane. As representatives of the Ngai Tahu tribe, 
we invite you to become part of our village  for a 
short while, as you learn about our traditional stories, 
crafts and pastimes. 


