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The Australian Delegation was composed of Mr Philip Ruddock, Senator Catryna 
Bilyk, Mr Andrew Laming and led by Senator John Hogg, Speaker of the Australian 
Senate. 

The 33rd EU - Australia Interparliamentary Meeting was structured in two sessions. 
The first one took place on 27 April 2010 from 15.00 to 18.00 and the second in the 
morning of 28 April 2010 from 9.00 to 10.30.

The Interparliamentary Meeting was co-chaired by Ms Mara Bizzotto (EFD, IT) Chair 
of the EP Delegation, and senator Hogg, leading the Australian delegation. 

First working session, Tuesday 27 April 2010

For a smooth running of the meeting, one Member of each Delegation was key 
speaker on each subject, before opening up for broader discussion and questions.

1. Political developments in the EU and in Australia

Opening the meeting, Mr Hogg reiterated the commitment of Australia in 
strengthening relations with the European Union, with an emphasis on parliamentary 
relations. He underlined the importance of this cooperation and the necessity of an 
intensification of relations. In his view, more often contacts and face-to-face, 
permanent exchanges will strengthen the cooperation for a mutual advantage. He 
noted that the relation between the two parliaments should be even more enhanced at 
political and administrative level after the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty. 
Australia followed with high interest the latest developments in Europe once the 
Lisbon Treaty was finally ratified by all EU member states. 

Ms Bizzotto mentioned that the strength of the EU - Australia relation was based on 
common values and a commitment to human rights, fundamental freedoms, civil 
liberties and democracy. She assured Mr Hogg that she would continue to work in 
order to enhance the relation between the two parliaments in her quality as Chair of 
the Delegation for relations with Australia and New Zealand; the new powers 
conferred to the EP by the Lisbon Treaty will also be used in this sense. 
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2. EU-Australia relations, including progress on implementation of the 
Partnership Framework 

Mr Hogg noted that the basis of the EU - Australia relationship is the EU-Australia 
Partnership Framework which was negotiated in 2008, replacing the joint declaration 
on EU-Australia relations from 1997.

He emphasized the good cooperation between the EU and Australia in a number of 
areas, such as foreign policy, global security interests, developments in the Asia and 
Pacific region, non-proliferation, energy, climate change and other environmental 
issues, as well as science, technology and education.

Mr Luhan's contribution focused on the Agreement between the EU and Australia on 
the processing and transfer of EU-sourced passenger name record (PNR) data by air 
carriers to the Australian Customs Service. He briefed the participants on the current 
situation: the Agreement was signed on 30 June 2008 but it has not yet been formally 
concluded; with the entry into force of the Treaty of Lisbon on 1 December 2009 the 
Council can adopt a decision concluding the agreement, after obtaining the consent of
the European Parliament. The European Parliament considers that it will be better to 
postpone the vote on the request for consent on the agreements with the United States 
and Australia, in order to develop a common model for all the future agreements of 
this kind, and a coherent approach to the use of PNR that is based on a single set of 
principles.

The main objective of the European Parliament is to create a balance between security 
measures and the protection of civil liberties and fundamental rights, while ensuring 
the utmost respect for privacy, informational self-determination and data protection. 
The single approach seems to be the best option when more and more countries are 
requiring the transfer of passenger data.
Mr Hogg did not share the European point of view. He insisted that the current 
agreement was functioning very well and failed to see the point of a common 
agreement with the United States as well. Mr Ruddock argued saying that the current 
agreement was protecting citizens very well; the amount of information demanded, it 
was further explained, did not constitute an infringement on private rights.

Mr Papastamkos and Mr Ashworth argued in favour of respect of basic principals. 

3. Global Financial Crisis, including Australian and EU responses, economic 
difficulties in some euro zone countries and the role of the G20 

Ms Bizzotto talked about the global financial crisis not only from an economic and 
statistical perspective, but also taking into account its human and social dimension. 
The unemployment is one of the crisis effects. In her opinion, the employment should 
not be considered only as an independent variable. On the contrary, it is a crucial and 
strategic one, since it represents the main factor of a delicate and complex system that 
influences several other aspects, bearing implications not only from an economic 
point of view, but also from a social one. Three are the indispensable actions to 
undertake in Europe in order to tackle the problem of employment in a constructive 
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way: to react against a deeply changed context, to develop the relationship between 
enterprises and employees and to safeguard the European social model. 

Ms Bastos, Member of the CRIS Committee, was very interested in finding out how 
Australia succeeded in escaping most of the ill-effects of the crisis. She believed that 
in Europe the impact should be measured in order for the appropriate measures to be 
taken. The global crisis demonstrated that Europe was vulnerable; therefore a unified 
and long term vision is needed in order to continue the European construction and to 
avoid facing a similar situation in the future. 

4. Integration of immigrants in the EU and Australia, minority issues and 
human rights

Mr Luhan inquired on the rules of selection applied by the Australian authorities 
within the immigration process.

Mr Ruddock, as former Minister for Immigration, briefed the Members: both 
Australian major parties continue to support a high level of immigration; Australia 
has a special programme of selection, which does not exclude people from any 
country on the basis of religion or nationality. The high level of demand, approx 1 
million a year, obliges the Government to have a limited response. 
Mr Bizzotto underlined the necessity for a strong EU policy in order to combat 
illegal immigration. 

5. Trade liberalisation and agriculture, including the WTO Doha Round, 
FTAs and prospects for further reform of the Common Agricultural 
Policy 

Mr Laming concentrated his intervention on the global financial crisis and its 
impact on the economies. From his point of view, the great challenge is the impact 
of the crisis on reducing consumers' consumption and in particular on how this 
will affect trade. The stimulus packages should be very effective, targeted with an 
appropriate solution for the actual crisis. Even though Australia was not so 
affected by the crisis as the global economy and could fully recover in a relatively 
short time, there is a high interest in the recovery process of its trade partners. 
Stimulation is very important in order to allow fulfilling the gap provoked by the 
crisis. He recommended that the regulation system of Australian banks should be 
applied also in Europe. He noted three aspects which should be taken into 
consideration: to identify if this will be a short or long crisis; to see what caused 
the crisis; and to take care to always maintain a surplus for surviving during long 
times. 

      Mr Ashworth noted that, in order to stimulate the economic growth, the EU 
liberalized and deregulated many sectors, in particular the financial industries over 
the past years. This process had its weaknesses which became evident during the 
crisis, since financial discipline disappeared. He emphasised that Australia was 
much luckier that Europe, its major consumers/partners didn't stop growing while 
Europe costumers/consumers were not so fortunate.    
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Mr Ashworth contribution concentrated on the future of farming in the EU after 
2013 from a budgetary perspective. He made a presentation on the EU 2010 
budget, its sources, how it is spent, and explained the expenditure generated by 
CAP. In order to achieve the goals of ensuring food security, animal welfare, high 
environmental standards, regional development and support for the rural 
communities, the costs for each EU citizen by 2010 will be just 27 cents/day. 

Mr Papastamkos highlighted the EU commitment to the multilateral trading 
system and to the WTO as the guarantor of a rules-based trade system; the WTO 
has a key role to play in ensuring better management of globalisation and more 
equitable distribution of its benefits. He mentioned that International trade was 
deeply affected by the economic crisis. In his view, a successful conclusion of the 
DDA could be an important parameter in stimulating economic recovery, growth 
and development worldwide, as well as enforcing the credibility of the multilateral 
trading system. An intensification of talks in the area of services is needed as well. 
An institutional reform of the WTO designed to improve its functioning and its 
democratic legitimacy and accountability should be envisaged. Enhanced 
cooperation is also needed between the WTO and other international organisations 
and bodies in order to address more effectively the links between trade and global 
challenges such as climate change, food security and sovereignty, and decent 
working conditions.

6. Foreign Affairs - relations of EU and Australia with third countries in the 
Asia and the Pacific, developments in external relations

Due to Mr Bizzotto commitment to EMPL Committee, this item was co-chaired by 
Mr Richard Ashworth and Senator Hogg.

Mr Hogg highlighted the close cooperation with New Zealand, the common aid 
projects in pacific countries – but not only. He emphasised the role of good 
governance and rule of law as well as Australian efforts to provide them where 
needed. Except the aid field, Australia is involved in counterterrorism, fighting 
drugs and cybercrime / sexual exploitation. He pointed out that Australia is not a 
NATO Member, which means that its presence in Afghanistan is based on a 
unilateral Governmental decision. 
Under the motto "European union and Australia as civilian powers", Mr 
Menendez briefed the participants on EU developments in foreign relations over 
the last decades.  As Prime Minister Rudd affirmed that Australia has three pillars 
of foreign policy, Mr Menendez recommended a fourth one: European Union.
Mr Ashworth questioned on the Australian presence in Afghanistan and the 
respect of human rights by China, one of the major Australia's partners.  He 
recommended that Australia should insist on China to respect the international 
conventions on human rights. 
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Second working session Wednesday 28 April 2010

7. Climate change, renewable energy and sustainability

Mr Jo Leinen, Chair of the ENVI Committee, was invited for a contribution on 
this topic. He considers that the climate change is a relevant issue for the financial 
crisis and that we are actually facing also a climate change crisis with long impact 
in the future. The European Commission has tabled a project - EU 2020, which 
defines how Europe should look in 10 years time. The goal of this project is 
economic and environmental sustainability. He explained that a new industrial 
revolution is needed, and this cannot be done without a low carbon industry and a 
dramatic cut of the greenhouse gas emissions (the aim is 80-90% by the middle of 
the century). The Copenhagen conference was very disappointing for the EU; it 
was evident that the international commitment was dropped and the climate 
change sceptics won the upper hand. The Conference was characterised by two 
types of discussions in parallel: the conventional climate protection debate, to 
reduce the gas emissions, and the North-South debate on climate justice. In this 
respect, G77 and China painted a picture which didn't seem very promising, 
arguing that the west pumped gas in the atmosphere for the last 200 years and is 
now asking the rest of the word to stop doing so. Their position was clear; many 
things have to done before a more positive reaction of these countries can be 
expected. Mr Leinen presented the EU climate protection package and its 
legislative targets of 20% CO2 cuttings. He informed that the EC were examining 
if the target could be improved before the next Conference on climate change; 
30% is the target which was tabled and its feasibility is analysed by the EC. 
The Chair of ENVI supported the idea of renewable energy (with an emphasis on 
wind), which will have a positive impact also on the economy: new investments, 
jobs, technologies. He recommended that the EU should work jointly on this with 
Australia and New Zealand. 
Mr Hogg briefed the participants on the particular situation in Australia. Australia 
will probably not have an Emissions Trade Scheme (ETS) before 2013. An ETS 
could have existed with a different situation in the Senate. The majority could not 
be reached in order to pass the bill on ETS (32 labour Senators + 2 Conservatives 
supported the bill but five green party Members passed the floor to the 
Conservatives). Fortunately, due to the elections which will be held in Australia 
this year, the situation might be changed in the Senate, but in any case, a new 
project will not be presented this year. 
Mr Chichester made the following observations: the bill on climate change was 
put on hold in the US due to internal domestic political considerations and this 
could have influenced Australia; the EU interest is to maintain the growth of the 
nuclear sector and he recommended it to Australian as a solution which should be 
envisaged when raw materials are depleted. 

Mr Ruddock noted that a global effort should be done by all countries. Just, the 
United States, Australia and New Zealand are not sufficient. Without the 
commitment of Brazil, India, China, a global agreement will not be reached. 
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Regarding the Australian position on this, he recommended cutting from the 
budget over the introduction of a new tax. 

Mr Liese, Member of ENVI Committee, underlined how important the target of 
20% reductions is for the EU. He underlined that the emerging countries could not 
be asked to apply the same targets. He also noted that Brazil did not deserve the 
same treatment as China. Brazil's and Mexico's efforts at Copenhagen Conference 
were impressive. Costa Rica chose to sign to become carbon neutral by 2015. The 
main problem is China and the EU, Australia and the United States all have to 
work on this. This cannot be done if these three actors don't sign for substantial 
reduction targets. The EC is going to evaluate the costs generated by the 
application of a EU new target of 30%. Taking into consideration the jobs, the 
technology generated by the renewable energy, the result might be positive. 

Mr Ashworth noted that the EU role of leader on climate change was very 
important but the following facts should be taken into consideration: the growth is 
not negotiable (e.g. people will react badly to job losses due to climate change 
measures), any agreement reached should be at international level in order to 
make sense to everybody; US presence is necessary in order to move forward in 
this issue. 

Ms Bizzotto concluded that the EU could not act on its own on climate change, 
and needed both Australia and the US. Regarding the emerging economies, the 
production cost should also be taken into account. She believed that exploring 
new forms of production could have a positive impact. 

The next EU - Australia Interparliamentary Meeting will take place in 2011 in 
Australia. 

Annexes : programme and list of participants
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Delegation for relations with Australia and New Zealand

33rd EU-AUSTRALIA INTERPARLIAMENTARY MEETING

BRUSSELS, 27-28 APRIL 2010

 PROGRAMME

Sunday 25 April 2010 - Tuesday 27 April 2010 morning:

PRIVATE PROGRAMME FOR AUSTRALIAN DELEGATION ONLY

Programme coordinators

European Parliament
Ms Alida NADEJDE
Tel. 32 2 283 2331

email : alida.nadejde@europarl.europa.eu
Ms Kathleen HUYGEN

Tel. 32 2 284 33 09 - mobile 32 498 98 34 68
email: kathleen.huygen@europarl.europa.eu

Mr Jim Mc EVOY (Protocol)
Tel. 32 2 284 3463 - Mobile 32 498 98 34 28
email: james.mcevoy@europarl.europa.eu

Accommodation
Renaissance Hotel

Rue du Parnasse 19
1050 Brussels

tel. 32 2 505 29 29
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Tuesday 27 April 2010

12.40 DEPARTURE  FROM  EUROPEAN COMMISSION TO EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

12.50 Arrival of the Australian delegation at the European Parliament and 
welcome by Ms Mara BIZZOTTO, Chair of the Delegation for Relations 
with Australia and New Zealand

Entrance Paul Henri Spaak Building (PHS)

13.00 Lunch hosted by Mr Libor ROUCEK, Vice-President of the European 
Parliament, on behalf of Mr Jerzy BUZEK, President of the European 
Parliament  [by invitation only]
Venue : Presidential Salon - 12th floor Paul Henri Spaak Building

15.00- 33rd EU-Australia Interparliamentary Meeting
18.00 Venue : Room A3G-2 (Altiero Spinelli Building)

18.10 RETURN TO THE HOTEL ON FOOT

19.15 DEPARTURE OF THE ENTIRE DELEGATION  FROM THE HOTEL FOR 

19.30 Dinner hosted by Ms Mara BIZZOTTO, Chair of the Delegation for 
Relations with Australia and New Zealand [by invitation only]
Venue : Maison du Cygne 

Rue Charles Buls 2 - Grand'Place
1000 Brussel
tel. 32 2 511 82 44

+/- 22.30 RETURN TO HOTEL

Wednesday 28 April 2010

08.45 DEPARTURE FROM HOTEL ON FOOT TO EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT (ASP ENTRANCE, MET 

BY JIM MCEVOY)

09.00 - 10.30 Working Session on climate change, energy and renewables
Venue : Room A3G-2 (Altiero Spinelli Building)

Bilateral meetings with political groups

10.30 - 11.00 Meeting with Mr Richard Ashworth (ECR, UK) (for Mr Ruddock and Mr 
Laming)
Venue: WIB 06M105
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11.30 - 12.00 Meeting with Mr Martin Schulz (for Mr John Hogg and Ms Catryna 
Bilyk )
Venue: Room ATR 05K002

12.35 DEPARTURE OF AUSTRALIAN DELEGATION FOR CONTINUATION OF PRIVATE 

PROGRAMME

END OF 33RD EU-AUSTRALIA INTERPARLIAMENTARY MEETING
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Delegation for relations with Australia and New Zealand

33rd EU-AUSTRALIA INTERPARLIAMENTARY MEETING

BRUSSELS, 26-28 APRIL 2010

LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

Senator the Hon John HOGG - Speaker of the Australian Senate
Hon Philip RUDDOCK MP
Senator Catryna BILYK 
Mr Andrew LAMING MP 

Ms Julia CLIFFORD
Mr Brien HALLETT

18.3.2010


