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INTRODUCTION

The 18th EU - New Zealand Interparliamentary meeting took place from 30 April-4 
May 2012 in Auckland, Wellington and Christchurch. The Delegation of the 
European Parliament was led by Mr Richard Ashworth (ECR, UK) accompanied by 
Alajos Meszaros (EPP, Slovenia); Hannu Takkula (ALDE, Finland) and Michael 
Cramer (V/ALE, Germany).  

The delegation visit came at a very propitious moment in EU-New Zealand relations,
only a few weeks before the Council of the European Union approved the mandate to 
start negotiations on a comprehensive Framework Agreement.

Attention world-wide is focussing more and more on Asia-Pacific trade and relations 
and both Australia and New Zealand are eager to portray themselves as "halfway 
houses" and "like-minded partners" for Europeans keen to do business in Asia, 
especially in China.

New Zealand is very actively negotiating Free Trade Agreements with several Asia-
Pacific countries and also India, Russia, Belorussia and Kazakhstan.  There is some
concern that democratic values are being pushed aside in the rush to agree market 
access for their goods.

New Zealand counterparts were very interested to hear about the problems in the 
Eurozone and were closely following the election campaigns in France and in Greece.

The programme of the visit and the list of participants are included in the annex to this 
report.
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The delegation visit started with an informal briefing in Auckland on Sunday evening, 
29 April, by Mr Michalis Rokas, the Chargé d'Affaire at the EU delegation in 
Wellington.

The New Zealand focus is entirely on economy, growth and creating business
opportunities.  Currently several Free Trade Agreements (FTAs) are being negotiated, 
including with countries such as Kazakhstan and Belorussia.
Risk evaluations are not part of the negotiation process.  

The NZ government recently published key strategic papers and export targets for two 
countries it considers important for trade - China and Russia.

New Zealand is Europe's 54th trading partner whilst Europe is New Zealand's third 
partner (coming behind Australia and China).  Other than poultry and pork, there are 
relatively few trade irritants with Europe).

Overall unemployment in New Zealand is 6.4%; with youth unemployment at 8% and 
Maori youth unemployment at 20%.

Recent controversy in the country involves the sale of farmland to Chinese; the 
Skycity convention centre which is run by Chinese companies and a scandal involving 
political donations paid by Kim Dotcom (internet Mega-upload founder) to a 
Government Minister - John Banks.

Monday 30 April 2012- AUCKLAND

Auckland Chamber of Commerce

The Auckland Chamber of Commerce has a voluntary-based membership of over 
6,000 companies, mainly from the Auckland region.  More than 90% of these 
companies employ less than 20 people.  The Chamber of Commerce looks to develop 
international, national and regional trade.  

Mr Michael Barnett, Chief executive, briefed MEPs on the work of the Chamber and 
on the New Zealand economy, which is expected to grow by 3%.  A large share of the 
growth (50%) will be devoted to the Christchurch rebuild.  The focus, in New 
Zealand, as in the EU, is on jobs and growth.

The attitude towards Europe has changed.  New Zealanders feel the future is with the 
developing markets located around the Pacific Rim, and they consider themselves 
fortunate to have the Asia-Pacific markets strategically located on their doorstep.  
40% of NZ exports, mainly finished goods, are to Australia.  Exports of food, 
principally dairy produce, to China has grown by 60% over the last year.  
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There is growing awareness of the need to seek an alignment of New Zealand values 
when doing business with China.

New Zealand already has FTAs, or is in the negotiation process, with most of the 
Asia-Pacific countries, other than Japan.  

Although America is a latecomer to join the Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP)
negotiations, the US is perceived as dominating and dictating term. Strong resentment 
towards the US is felt by the other members of the TPP, including by New Zealand.

Potential irritants in the TPP for New Zealand are 
(1) pharmaceuticals
(2) agriculture
(3) intellectual property rights

Answering a question from Michael Cramer MEP (V/ALE, Germany) on a transport 
concept for a city of over 1 million inhabitants, Mr Barnett explained that the 
Auckland region has 1.5 million inhabitants and includes 7 city councils and one 
regional council.  
The existing city bus loop was supported by the business community, but not by the 
Government.  Mr Barnett agreed that the public transport networks need to be 
improved.  The only train line does not run near any of the towns in the Auckland 
region and P&R (park and ride) hubs with public transport to stations have been, or 
are in the process of being, put in place.   Tolls and congestion charges have been 
introduced to alleviate the funding problem.

Addressing the question of the controversial farmland sale to China, he remarked that 
the US, the UK, Switzerland and Hong Kong have already purchased more land in 
New Zealand than China, without any discussion or adverse publicity.

UniServices - University of Auckland

Uniservices is owned by the University of Auckland, and is run as a private company 
separate from the University itself.  With a staff of 700, Uniservices manage the 
University of Auckland's research and Intellectual Property (IP); Uniservices actively 
looks for business partners for research projects which have licensed IP, start-ups and 
new business ventures. University staff is contracted by Uniservices to work for 
companies on specific research projects.

So far, Uniservices have taken out approximately 100 patents and are looking forward 
to the simplified EU patent system.  They are also looking to engage more with the 
EU and are keen to sub-contract to European companies.

Presentations were made by Uniservice researchers on their work in the field of 
geothermal energy; electric vehicles and food and health.

Mr Alajos Meszaros MEP (EPP, Slovakia) gave a presentation on Horizon 2020 and 
explained how EU research will develop over the next five years.
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Mãori business leaders

Maori business leaders had been invited for a working lunch with members of the 
delegation.  The fields of their business activities ranged from further education for 
adults; web-filming and on-line forums for snow-boarders and other extreme sports; 
psychological assistance in Maori tribal communities; design of ergonomical work 
stations with smart technology to adapt to each individual users posture; Maori design 
and graphic work; and tourism.  The wide-ranging discussions included the 
integration of Maori into the New Zealand workforce and mainstream education 
systems, use of Maori language and tribal traditions.

Tuesday 1 May 2012 - WELLINGTON

EU Heads of Missions briefing

An open and frank exchange took place between MEPs and the Ambassadors, or their 
representatives, from all the EU missions accredited in Wellington.

The EU Heads of Mission meet regularly and there is very good cooperation and 
regular consultation between the Embassies.  The group is well-regarded and 
respected outwith EU circles and the recent instauration of monthly discussion 
meetings, with high-level guest speakers, has proven very successful and the evetns 
are well-attended.

The EU, from a New Zealand perspective, is seen as

 ageing and stagnant compared to the opportunities from vibrant, growing
dynamic Asian economies;

 lacking a clear European identity with an Eurosceptic press portraying Europe 
as not important;

 lacking visibility.  Whereas Russia and the US visibly "muscle-flex" and the 
US is actively focussing on reaching out and building up youth networks, the 
EU does not have a dynamic communication policy.  For example, it does not 
actively publicise, 

o that it is the biggest donor of development aid in the Pacific, 
o that there are 605,000 EU citizens in the region ,
o that 29% of New Zealand trade is with French TOMs (Territoires 

Outre Mer)
o the role the EU plays in the ACP, 
o the role the EU plays on climate change

As regards New Zealand policy, the EU ambassadors voiced their concern on:

 the shift of New Zealand focus away from Europe to the Pacific Rim 
countries;
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 the growing dependency of New Zealand on trade with China and the fact that 
there has been no risk evaluation on the effects a Chinese economic downturn 
would have on the New Zealand economy and that no strategy has been 
considered for such an event;

 the New Zealand economy is rather sluggish and could be moving toward 
recession with a big deficit;

 New Zealand foreign policy is totally concentrated on trade, trade and trade
and democratic values are not systematically factored into FTAs;

 under Russian pressure, New Zealand is negotiating an FTA with Belorussia;
 the restructuring of the New Zealand Ministry of Foreign Affairs will involve 

the shutting of New Zealand embassies in some of the EU Member States.

Richard Ashworth (ECR, UK) commented on the change in the EU since the last
delegation visit two years ago.  

Notably, within the EU Member States, there are not one, but three economic crises:

o bank and financial services
o sovereign debt
o recession

And the EU is not responsible for any of them.

He further pointed out that:

o 23 million EU citizens - 40% of the under 25 population - are not in active 
employment. 

o the single market has done too little, too late, on matters such as the digital 
economy and the services directive.

o the coming into force of the Lisbon treaty has caused problems between the 
European Parliament and Council.

o Croatian observers have been integrated into the European Parliament.

Dr The Right Honourable Lockwood Smith MP, Speaker of the House of 
Representatives of New Zealand

The delegation was warmly welcomed by the Speaker who informed MEPs that 
during the period 2004-2008 public spending in New Zealand had risen 50% and the 
country now had to pay the price of that budgetary indiscipline with a nil increase 
budget.  
In the past, New Zealand had faced genuine hardship in the agriculture sector when 
subsidies were cancelled.  However, this had led to growth in productivity and New 
Zealand is now recognised world-wide for its agro-industry high-quality brands.

Richard Ashworth introduced the Members of the EP Delegation, highlighting their 
background and interests.  He commented on the austerity measures in the EU, which 
are not working, on the dramatic rise in the ratio of numbers of retired people in 
relation to those in full-time employment and that in order to be able to fund pensions, 
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workers in full-time employment need high-income jobs.  He also commented on the
difficulties of avoiding "brain-drain" and keeping skilled workers in certain countries; 
Richard Ashworth further explained that the CAP was not merely an agriculture
policy, but also a social security and rural policy.

Intellectual Property Policy Group, Ministry of Economic Development

New Zealand has signed, but not yet ratified ACTA.  The next steps will be an in-
depth analysis through user-group consultations and a parliamentary scrutiny 
procedure.  However legislative changes are not likely to be needed.  

ACTA will provide a provisional legal framework for copyright. Nevertheless, it 
should be borne in mind that technology will always be one step ahead of legal 
positions. 

Careful reflection needs to be given to the consultation process as IP is very much an 
education awareness issue.  The public conception is that ACTA will stop free 
downloads, and not that ACTA tries to give some protection against counterfeiting, 
Indeed, although artists need copyright protection, small bands seeking exposure like 
to have free internet dissemination in order to become better known.

Alajos Meszaros (EPP, Slovakia) outlined the work being done in the European 
Parliament on the unified patent, due to enter into force in 2014, supported by 25/27 
Member States (not Spain and Italy).  The three main issues covered by the draft 
regulation are 

 regulatory
 linguistic
 new litigation system for patent protection

He further explained that 4 Member states have not yet signed ACTA and several
Member States have not ratified the Agreement, nor has the European Parliament.  
The Court of Justice has been asked to check if ACTA complies with current EU 
regulations and standards and its opinion is expected within three months.  
During the ACTA negotiations, EU concerns on the wording of the text and on 
compliance with EU jurisdictions had been taken on board.

Wednesday 2 May  2012-   WELLINGTON

MEPs assisted a session of the Social Committee and took part in discussions  at 
the meeting of the Education and Science Select Committee

Answering Hannu Takkula's (ALDE, Finland) questions about the debate on 
public/private funding of education and Maori language training, Ms Nikky Kaye, 
Chair of the Select committee indicated that as New Zealand expects a public 
education system, appropriate resources should be made available.  Maori language 
training is in the school curriculum but, as yet, is not well-developed.
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Foreign students in New Zealand will double to 5 billion within the next 10 years.

The Green Party representatives explained they have been the third largest party since 
1999, with the last elections returning 14 Green MPs/120.  The New Zealand electoral 
process was explained, 70 MPs are returned by electorates and 50MPs from lists.  
Each constituency has +/- 50,000 voters.  There has been debate as to whether they 
the electoral system should be modified.  

Michael Cramer explained the structure and position of the Green group within the 
European Parliament  and that they take the lead in debates on ecological economics.  
The other MEPs explained the position of Green MPs in their respective countries.

The main policies of the New Zealand Green party are energy issues, including hydro;
increasing the use of renewable energies from 70%-90%; phasing out coal; 
preventative health measures; transport and biotechnology.   

Answering a question from Hannu Takkula (Finland, ALDE) as to why youth suicide 
rates in New Zealand rank 2nd in the world, it was explained that drunk driving is a 
major cause of suicide with many Maori men on lower economic levels subjected to
social pressures and unemployment.  The question of the price of alcohol is currently 
a subject of heated debate.

The discussion with representatives of the Commerce Select Committee focussed on 
business and trade with Asia, Australia and Europe, regulatory reform and intellectual 
property protection.
To a certain extent, New Zealand has been insulated from recession due to its trade 
with Asia.  Yet there is concern as to the viability of trade agreements without values 
and what would happen when the Chinese economy starts to cool down as economic 
recovery is based on exports.  As the domestic markets are limited, company growth 
is limited by their will to be exporters.
It is recognised world-wide that New Zealand is good at food! Nonetheless, New 
Zealand has only one large multinational agri-business - Fonterra.

New Zealand has limitless expertise and know-how in the agriculture field; the 
limitations being the amount of land and the amount of live-stock that land can 
sustain.  The Chinese are buying land and investing in joint ventures.

Regulatory reforms are often introduced to bring about harmonisation with Australia. 
A balance has to be struck between deregulation and over-regulation to encourage 
growth.  Taxes can only be cut when it is affordable. New Zealand has been 
recognised by the OECD as the best country to set up businesses and the second best 
to conduct business. 

IP protection is very important for the film industry in New Zealand and there is on-
going debate about how best to protect IP - via ACTA, patent law, software protection 
copyright.
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The discussion with Ms Nicky Wagner MP, Chair of the Local Government and 
Environment Committee, subsequently joined by National Party representatives
concentrated on the Christchurch earthquakes and rebuild. Although the first 
earthquake in September 2010 (Richter 7.2) had been stronger than the Feburary 2011 
earthquake (Richter 6.3), the latter had led to the loss of 185 lives.  In one building 
alone - the CN building - 90 people lost their lives.  

During the first 5 days after the 2011 earthquake, the top priority was to rescue people 
from the rubble of destroyed buildings.  A national state of emergency was 
immediately declared with fire brigades, army, civil defence and the navy called in for 
assistance.  International aid was requested and provided.

The Government set up the Earthquake Commission and the city rebuild is a top
priority.  The disaster has provided an opportunity to rebuild the city in a better 
fashion, in a low-rise, people-friendly fashion using the very latest sustainable, 
environmentally-friendly town-planning technologies.

Many practical problems were faced by the businesses, retail outlets, and 
entertainment and tourism activities located in the central zone as their facilities were 
destroyed or rendered inaccessible for access.  IT servers had to be dug out of rubble, 
63,000 job losses incurred and a benefit system was put in place.  After three months, 
the amount of benefit pay-outs had decreased and businesses which relocated to the 
suburbs are booming.  
A severe strain was felt by the health service which had to cope with a huge increase
from 1,400-20,000 care-at-home patients, particularly amongst the elderly.

National Party priorities include the Christchurch rebuild, upgrading infrastructure, 
particularly roads, thereby creating jobs, reducing social welfare dependency and 
bringing the economy back into surplus by 2014.

The Labour party representatives considered they had lost the 2011 elections due to 
bad communication; the lowest electoral turn-out for over 100 years and Labour 
support dropping drastically.  
The Labour party generally approves of the current FTA negotiations with the various 
countries, and confirmed a bi-partisan approach.  However, they feel that the National 
Party is too short-sighted, with no long-term strategy and no structural changes 
mapped out making New Zealand vulnerable and over-dependent on foreign 
investment.  
Labour insisted that he EU is not being forgotten by New Zealand and that the 
Framework Agreement is important.
Due care and attention must be paid to environmental issues, as management of the 
environment is essential for the farming and tourism industries. Clean waterways and 
water tables are vital and the pure image and high standards of NZ farm products need 
to be maintained.

Although there are 7 seats reserved for Maori representatives in the New Zealand 
House of Representatives, the Maori Party members explained the struggle they have 
to convince Maoris they should vote for the Maori party, as traditionally Maoris and 
Pacific islanders vote Labour.  As only Maoris can vote for Maoris, the electorate is 
limited and campaign funding is a constant struggle. The platform used by the Party 
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to convince Maori electors to vote for them is land rights; the wider use of Maori 
language and inclusion as a subject in the school curriculum and that the Maori Party 
MPs could be decisive in forming coalitions.
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Thursday 3 May 2012  CHRISTCHURCH

Antarctica New Zealand

Dr Ed Butler, Manager Antarctic Science explained that Antarctica New Zealand is 
responsible for all New Zealand's Antarctic research and science strategy in the 
following fields.  

 Marine research including
o sea ice research
o fisheries management, including patrolling for illegal fishing
o research into penguins and Antarctic marine ecosystems
o oceanography work

 Climate change including the effects of Antarctic ice loss resulting in
o rising temperatures, 
o drought, 
o crop failures, 
o rise in sea level

 Ocean circulation
o mathematical modelling

The annual change of area in sea ice in the Antarctic can range from 1million km² to 
17 million km².

The Antarctic Centre works closely with the Foreign Office on environmental policy 
and represents New Zealand at international meetings.
It pools resources and logistics for Antarctic missions with the US and Italy who also 
have bases located in Christchurch. 

The Antarctica Treaty, with 48 participating countries, represents 80% of the world's 
population and
    Solves disputes over sovereignty
 Establishes peace and co-operation in Antarctica
 Promotes freedom of scientific investigation

However, mineral resources in the Antarctic are not covered by the Treaty.

Lincoln University - Canterbury
Chancellor Tom Lambie and Associate Professor Stefanie Rixecker, Assistant Vice-
Chancellor (External Relations & Development) gave a presentation on Lincoln 
University and the changes in agriculture over the past decade in New Zealand.

The university offers mainly land-based disciplines and linked environmental courses, 
and has over 4,000 hectares of farm holdings with very strong links to agri-
businesses.

Agriculture products account for 70% of New Zealand exports.  The traditional 
market had always been the UK, however, now trade is opening up with other 
markets, particularly Asia.  
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New Zealand provides high-quality produce from guaranteed quality sources and is 
renowned for its food safety record and sustainability of supply. As more and more 
suppliers from developing countries compete for existing markets, New Zealand is 
focusing more and more on targeting niche markets with specialised produce - eg
organic and fair trade products - and being able to guarantee food safety, 
sustainability and traceability.  

This targeted approach has required intensive research into
 marketing strategies for the supply chain via internet selling, direct marketing 

to supermarkets/restaurants, traditional farmers markets; 
 accurate calculations of quantity of supply needed;
 good knowledge of environmental and social practices in market destination. 

Typical New Zealand products include kiwifruit; sheepmeat; dairy products (with the 
Fonterra dairy cooperative being the largest such company in the world); wines, 
merino wool.

In their presentations on Global Tourism in New Zealand, Professor Bruce McKenzie
and Professor David Simmonds of the Faculty of Agriculture and Life Sciences and 
links with Europe informed the delegation that as tourism is the main source of 
income in New Zealand a great deal of attention has been paid by both national and 
local government to research into the impact of tourism on the economy, environment
and socio-cultural aspects of life in New Zealand.

The overall tourism product, including demand, planning, marketing and impact, has 
been carefully analysed in order to provide recommendations and guidelines for the 
future development and planning of tourism in New Zealand, and the development of 
niche markets offering sustainable tourism, eco-tourism, cultural tourism, adventure 
tourism

Destination planning and the mass movement of millions of people every year, 
involves significant research into, on the one hand understanding the requirements 
and behaviour of tourists, whilst, on the other hand, attempting to minimise the
negative impacts of travel, in order to create a positive experience for both tourists 
and hosts. 

Lincoln University Dairy Farm

During the visit to the University dairy farm, Professors Hong Di and Grant Edwards
explained the collaboration with local farmers on education, best-practices, 
innovations and sustainability.  Research projects currently including nitrate inhibitor 
technology to reduce nitrogen seepage and to increase pasture production and 
reducing farms' greenhouse gas emissions.
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Friday 4 May 2012 -CHRISTCHURCH

Following a government review in 2009, a proposal was made to create Environment 
Canterbury to act as Canterbury's regional council replacing 33 different bodies.  In 
2011 seven commissioners were elected for three years until local elections are 
restored in 2013.  

Their main tasks are to manage air, water and land resources efficiently; to plan and 
implement a public, cost-effective, regional transport system and to improve relations 
with 10 territorial councils.  Great importance is attached to consultation and 
discussing advance planning with stakeholders and community representatives and to 
implement proposals initiated by the communities.

So far, the main focus of attention has been on water strategy - preservation and 
quality.  Water is a public resource which previously was easily and cheaply 
accessible.  However, as new infrastructure is now needed to access ever deeper water 
tables, the public now has to pay a higher price and farmers have to acquire licenses 
in order to extract water for irrigation.  The amount of nitrate seepage into water 
sources and fertiliser consumption will be monitored through spot auditing.  Farm 
management plans are being put in place.

Canterbury Economic Recovery Authority (CERA)

Prior to September 2010, nobody had realised that Christchurch lay directly over a 
faultline.  Two devastating earthquakes hit Christchurch in September 2010 
(magnitude 7.1) and February 2011 (6.3 magnitude, with the loss of 185).  

A national state of emergency was immediately declared after the February 2011 
earthquake.550,000 people needed to be provided with food, shelter, water and power.  
The first priorities were to provide medical and emergency assistance and then to 
reopen schools and hospitals and to provide transportation.

Since these two major earthquakes, there have been 10,541 aftershocks.  The tremors 
are gradually moving down the fault-line, in a north-easterly direction away from 
Christchurch 

The presentations to MEPs on the Christchurch rebuild, focused on 
 commercial 
 community 
 and infrastructure redevelopment.

The rebuild is presenting town planners with a long-term opportunity to design a town
centre fit for the 21st century with state-of-the art technology.
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Commerces in the town centre, destroyed by the earthquakes, were encouraged to 
restart their businesses in "pop-up" zones in temporary container accommodation.

Communities have been encouraged to take the lead in proposing recovery initiatives 
in their areas, with CERA in a supporting role. Construction of new houses will be 
made according to new earthquake standards set by the analysis of buildings 
destroyed in the earthquakes. The Crown services have made purchase offers on 7,000
residential properties affected by the earthquakes, of which 4,500 have been accepted.  
Priority is also given to the rebuilding of community infrastructures such as cultural 
and sports centres.  
Social indicators, based on the "Catriona" model are regularly used to measure 
Community well-being.

The infrastructure damage was rated as "catastrophic".  The first two infrastructure 
priorities were to carry out temporary repairs to roads and to re-establish safe water 
supplies and to repair storm and wastewater drainage.

Other infrastructure needing repairs include fibreoptics, power cables, gas and 
electricity supplies.

The overall recovery costs for Christchurch now stands at 30 billion €.

After the presentations, the delegation was accompanied on a visit to the "Red Zone" 
the town centre area worst hit, still derelict with no general public access permitted.  
The town centre remains cordoned off and is patrolled by the army.  
However, the "red zone" security limits are gradually decreasing as buildings are 
either demolished or declared safe.

University of Canterbury

Since the NCRE (National Centre of Research on Europe) became an EU centre of 
excellence in 2003, EU related academic activities have steadily increased.  The 
university promotes both academic and outreach activities, involving the European 
Union, including degrees in European studies; Erasmus Mundus exchanges; New 
Zealand intern placements in the European Parliament; regular seminars with high-
level European guest speakers; EU-related conferences and workshops and a 
European module introduced into schools.

Presentations were made by three doctoral students at the NCRE on their doctoral 
thesis research:

- Mr Russell Taylor - EU development funding: Prioritising information
- Ms Geneviève Taylor - EU and New Zealand Humanitarian Development funding to 
small Pacific nations
- Ms Suet Yi Lai - ASEM - inter regionalism or trans regionalism

Following questions and answers to the students on their thesis presentations, Mr 
Richard Ashworth made some observations on the current situation in the EU.
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Conclusions

All meetings and discussions during the whole visit were extremely informative and 
useful.  

In particular, three specific reflections could be made:

 the importance of building on existing friendships and acquaintances that 
already exist between New Zealand MPs and MEPs and the mutual benefits of 
exchanging information and learning from each other;

 before leaving Europe, visiting Christchurch had been a priority for the 
European delegation in order to raise their awareness of the damage incurred 
after the 2010 and 2011 earthquakes. Actually having the opportunity to 
witness, at first hand, the damage was a moving experience for the majority of 
the members of the delegation, as they had visited Christchurch in 2010 before 
the earthquakes struck.  It truly brought home the phrase "a picture is worth a 
thousand words".

 MEPs were struck by the scale of the growing importance of trade with the 
Pacific Rim countries, and, regrettably, the lack of influence of the European 
Union in the area.

During the delegation visit, an invitation was extended to Dr the Rt Hon Lockwood 
Smith to bring a delegation of New Zealand Members of Parliament to the European 
Parliament during the visit they had planned to Europe in July 2012.  The Chair of the 
Delegation, Mrs Mara Bizzotto subsequently wrote to the Speaker reiterating this 
invitation and the Speaker's visit duly took place on 9-12 July 2012.

The 19th IPM will take place in 2013 when a delegation of New Zealand Members of 
Parliament will visit the European Parliament in either Brussels or Strasbourg.

Annexes: final programme + list of participants
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Delegation for relations with Australia and New Zealand

18TH EU-NEW ZEALAND INTERPARLIAMENTARY MEETING
AUCKLAND -  WELLINGTON  - CHRISTCHURCH  30 APRIL - 4 MAY 2012

FINAL PROGRAMME

Sunday 29 April 2012

Individual arrivals of Members and staff. 

SkyCity Grand Hotel
90 Federal Street
Auckland 1010

Tel. +64 9 363 70 00

17.00 Secretariat meeting with colleagues from the Visitors and Ceremonial 
Office of the New Zealand Parliament
Venue : hotel lobby

18.30-20.00 Informal briefing with Michalis ROKAS, Chargé at the EU Delegation 
in Wellington
Venue : hotel lobby
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Monday 30 April 2012
AUCKLAND - WELLINGTON

08.50 LEAVE FOR

09.00 Meeting with Auckland Chamber of Commerce
Venue : Level 3 - 100 Mayoral Drive

10.00 Meeting concludes
LEAVE FOR

10.30 Meeting with UniServices - University of Auckland
Venue : Level 10, Uniservices House

70 Symonds Street

12.00 Meeting concludes

17.00 LEAVE FOR AUCKLAND INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, DOMESTIC TERMINAL

17.30 DEPART FOR WELLINGTON ON AIR NEW ZEALAND FLIGHT NZ 459

18.30 Arrive in Wellington and transfer to

Bolton Hotel 
Corner of Bolton and Mowbray Streets

1610 Wellington
Tel. +64 4 472 99 66

19.00 Arrive at the hotel

Evening Own arrangements

Tuesday 1 May 2012
WELLINGTON

09.00 Briefing with EU Heads of Missions
Venue : Level 7 - Featherston House

119 Featherston St
Wellington 6011
Tel. +64 4 472 91 45

10.55 Arrive Parliament (main steps) and proceed to the Speaker's Suite, 
Level 1, Parliament House
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11.00 Meeting with Dr The Right Honourable Lockwood Smith MP, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives of New Zealand

11.40 Tour of Parliament 

13.45 PROCEED TO SPEAKER'S GALLERY, LEVEL 2

14.00 Introduction to the House and observe Question Time

14.50 Meeting with the Intellectual Property Policy Group, Ministry of 
Economic Development
Meet with : Ms Silke Radde, Manager

Ms George Wardle, senior analyst
Ms Angela Strahl, Trade Negotiation Division

Venue : 33 Bowen Street

18.20 LEAVE FOR PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS 

Wednesday 2 May  2012
WELLINGTON

10.15 Attend  meeting of the Social  Committee 

11.00 Meeting with representatives of the Education and Science Select 
Committee
Meet with : Ms Nikky Kaye MP,  Chair

Mr Colin King MP, Deputy Chair

11.30 Visit of Te Papa museum 
Venue: Te Papa Museum

13.50 LEAVE FOR ARCHIVES NEW ZEALAND, 10 MULGRAVE  STREET

14.30 View Treaty of Waitangi

15.00 LEAVE  FOR PARLIAMENT BUILDINGS

15.15 Meeting with members of the Green Party
Venue : Level 14 Bowen House

16.15 Meeting with representatives of the Commerce Select Committee
Meet with : The Hon Clayton Cosgrove, Deputy Chair

Mr Kanwaljit Singh Baskshi MP, Member

Venue : 1.23 Bowen House
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16.30 Meeting with representatives of the Local Government and 
Environment Committee
Meet with : Ms Nicky Wagber MP, Chair

Ms Eugenie Sage MP, Deputy Chair
Ms Moana Mackey MP, Member

17.20 Meeting with members of the National Party Caucus

17.40 Meeting with members of the Labour Party Caucus

18.10 Meeting with members of the Maori Party Caucus

18.45 RETURN TO HOTEL

Evening Own arrangements

Thursday 3 May 2012
WELLINGTON - CHRISTCHURCH

07.30 LEAVE FOR WELLINGTON INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, DOMESTIC 
TERMINAL

08.40 DEPART FOR CHRISTCHURCH ON AIR NEW ZEALAND FLIGHT NZ 335

09.25 ARRIVE IN CHRISTCHURCH. LEAVE FOR 38 ORCHARD ROAD,
HAREWOOD

09.45 Meeting with Antartica New Zealand
Meet with : Dr Ed Butler, Manager Antarctic Science

10.30 Visit Antarctica Centre
Met by : Mr Mike Hyde, Manager

Mr Brian Thomson, Guide

12.30 LEAVE FOR LINCOLN UNIVERSITY

13.00 Visit Lincoln University
Met by : Chancellor Tom Lambie

Associate Professor Stefanie Rixecker
Assistant Vice-Chancellor (External Relatiions & 
Development)

Overview of Lincoln University (Associate Professor Stefanie 
Rixecker)
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Overview of the Faculty of Agriculture and Life Sciences and links 
with Europe (Professor Bruce McKenzie)

New Zealand's place in global tourism (Professor David Simmonds)

Reform of the CAP (Chancellor Tom Lambie)

14.45 Drive to Lincoln University Dairy Farm

South Island Dairying Development Centre
Research on farm overview
Environment and Eco-N
View milking (Professor Hong Di and Professor Grant Edwards)

Friday 4 May 2012
CHRISTCHURCH

08.00 Meeting with Environment Canterbury

Meet with : Chancellor Tom Lambie, Commissioner
Mr Rex Williams, Commissioner

09.00 Meeting with Canterbury Economic Recovery Authority

10.15 Visit to earthquake damage zones and meeting with local authorities on 
the reconstruction and rehabilitation of the city

11.15 LEAVE FOR  THE UNIVERSITY OF CANTERBURY, KIRKWOOD VILLAGE 
KD04, KIRKWOOD AVENUE

11.30 Visit National Centre for Research on Europe, University of 
Canterbury

Met by : Dr Natalia Chaban, Deputy Director

11.30 Welcome and introduction to the University of Canterbury

11.45 Introduction to the NCRE (Dr Natalia Chaban)

12.00 Presentations by doctoral students NCRE showcasing research at the 
Centre
- Mr Russell Taylor
- Ms Geneviève Taylor
- Ms Suet Yi Lai (Cher)

12.15 Q&A on thesis presentatons
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12.30 Presentation of the Delegation for Relations with Australia and New 
Zealand

14.00 LEAVE FOR CHRISTCHURCH INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT

Official visit programme concludes

******
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EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT 2009 - 2014

Delegation for relations with Australia and New Zealand

18TH EU-NEW ZEALAND INTERPARLIAMENTARY MEETING
CHRISTCHURCH ,WELLINGTON AND CHRISTCHURCH

30 APRIL - 4 MAY 2012

PARTICIPANTS LIST

Members

Mr Alajos MÉSZÁROS EPP Slovakia
Committee on Legal Affairs
Committee on Industry, Research and Energy

Mr Hannu TAKKULA ALDE Finland
Committee on Culture and Education
Committee on Industry, Research and Energy

Mr Michael CRAMER Greens/EFA Germany
Committee on Transport and Tourism

Mr Richard ASHWORTH ECR United Kingdom
Committee on Budgets
Committee on Agriculture and Rural Development

Secretariat
Ms Morag DONALDSON, Head of Secretariat
Ms Emma MOLLET, Administrative Assistant

Political Groups
Mr Stephen WOODARD, ECR
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