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Council conclusions on Yemen 

 

2971st EXTERNAL RELATIONS Council meeting 

Luxembourg, 27 October 2009 

 

 

 

The Council adopted the following conclusions: 

 

 

"1.  The European Union reaffirms its support for a unified, stable, democratic and prosperous 

Yemen and recognises the political efforts made by the Government of Yemen in this regard. The 

stability of Yemen is crucial for the people of Yemen and for the region as a whole. In this context, 

the Council is deeply concerned by the deteriorating security, political and economic situation 

across the country. It underlines the importance of a comprehensive approach to address the 

security, political and economic challenges and reiterates its readiness to support the Government of 

Yemen.  

 

2.  The Council stresses that the Government of Yemen is responsible for protecting the peace and 

security of all its citizens within its territory. In this regard, the European Union is concerned by the 

deterioration of the humanitarian situation in northern Yemen, which has caused an increasing 

number of civilian casualties and of internally displaced people.  

 

3.  The European Union reiterates its call for an immediate ceasefire in Sa’dah. The EU considers 

that there is no military solution for the crisis in the area. The Council calls on the Government of 

Yemen to open a process of dialogue with all parties. In this respect, the Council insists on the 

obligation to respect human rights and international humanitarian law. It particularly recalls the 

necessity to take all measures necessary to protect civilians and to allow civilians wishing to escape 

from the conflict to reach places of safety, to facilitate access for the UN and NGOs to areas where 

internally displaced are gathered and to urgently allow emergency medical and humanitarian relief 

to reach those internally displaced. Everything possible must be done to ensure that humanitarian 

personnel, facilities and vehicles are spared the effects of the fighting.  
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4.  The Council regrets that the ruling party and the opposition failed to reach consensus over the 

holding of elections in 2009 and underlines the importance to hold elections in 2011. The European 

Union encourages all political parties to implement their agreements setting out the measures 

required to improve the electoral system and deepen democracy through strengthening the role of 

the parliament and parliamentary groups. In this context, the European Union calls on all political 

parties to seriously consider the recommendations, in particular those related to the electoral law, by 

the EU Elections Observation Mission following the democratic 2006 presidential and local 

elections. The EU reiterates its willingness to support the process of strengthening democracy in 

Yemen. 

 

5.  The Council calls upon the Government of Yemen to reinvigorate the national political and 

economic reform process, as set out after the 2006 international donor conference. The EU will 

continue to accompany Yemen on this difficult reform path and offer its support. In this regard, the 

Council welcomes the Gulf Co-operation Council’s readiness to continue to develop its relations 

with the Government of Yemen.  

 

6.  The Council calls on the Government of Yemen to increase efforts to ease tensions by 

establishing a comprehensive political dialogue. The European Union urges the Government of 

Yemen to address longstanding grievances and their root causes through a negotiated, political 

settlement involving all regions and all elements of Yemeni society.  

 

7. The European Union recalls the longstanding and continuing efforts of Member States and the 

European Community to address the dire humanitarian situation and to provide development 

assistance and to address through a focus on state building and key reforms, the most important 

development challenges. It will continue to work closely with other regional and international 

partners to provide targeted and co-ordinated assistance to the Government of Yemen and to 

maximise the impact of development work in the country under Yemeni leadership. In this context, 

the Council underlines the European Union’s determination to strengthen donor co-ordination in 

order to promote aid effectiveness in line with agreed international principles.  

 

8.  The EU will consider stepping up its comprehensive assistance towards Yemen, especially on 

security-related matters including in the fields of counter-terrorism, territorial and border control 

and small arms and light weapons (SALW). The EU will explore possibilities as regards the 

external dimension of Yemen’s challenges, including a dialogue with countries in the region on 

their assistance to Yemen in the fields of migration, counter-terrorism and piracy. 

 

9.  The Council will continue to monitor closely the situation and reiterates its readiness to support 

the Government of Yemen in addressing the challenges ahead."  

 

 

 

_________________ 


