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Multi-annual programme for cooperation with 

industrialised countries and other high-income countries and territories 

(2007-2010) 

1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Industrialised Countries Instrument (ICI) promotes cooperation with 17 industrialised and other 
high-income countries and territories in North America, the Asia-Pacific region and the Gulf region. 
Based on Article 181A of the Treaty, the ICI will contribute –together with other Community’s 
instruments- to fostering the relations of the Community with countries and territories which often 
share similar values, are important political and trading partners, and play an active role in 
multilateral fora and in global governance. 

The actions provided for under the aegis of the ICI will support strategic objectives of the 
Community’s external action in relation to industrialised countries: intensifying political 
cooperation, advancing the EU's economic interests, and enhancing global networking and 
awareness of the EU. 

Specific action will be organised around three main priority areas: 

(1) Public diplomacy and outreach. The key objectives are to enhance the visibility of 
the EU, to promote a better understanding of Community action and positions, and 
to influence positively perceptions of the EU in partner countries. To achieve these 
objectives, the network of EU Centres will be strengthened, support will be 
provided for public policy think tanks and research institutes, and targeted events 
will be organised in partner countries. 

(2) Economic partnership and business cooperation. The upcoming initiatives will 
contribute to the strategic objective of improving the competitiveness of European 
companies and strengthening their presence in key markets. In particular, they 
should facilitate market access for European companies, including small and 
medium-sized enterprises. The range of services provided to European companies 
will be expanded, drawing on experience with long-standing business cooperation 
programmes. 

(3) People-to-people links. The main goals are to enhance mutual understanding 
between cultures, and to facilitate the exchange of knowledge. To this end, To this 
end, the main initiatives will be to strengthen cooperation in the field of education 
and to promote civil society dialogues. 

In addition, a limited portion of budget should remain available for small scale cooperation events 
and for the evaluation and audit of cooperation activities. 

The overall indicative budget for cooperation with industrialised countries is EUR 172 million for 
the whole period 2007-2013. The annual funding needs will depend on the life cycle of the planned 
cooperation activities. The multi-annual programme for 2007-2010 is based on the expectation that 
the Budget Authority will make EUR 98 million available for this period. 
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2. STRATEGIC INTERESTS AND GENERAL OBJECTIVES 

The Industrialised Countries Instrument (Council Regulation 1934/20061) – hereinafter ICI – came 
into force on 31 December 2006 and applies from 1 January 2007 to 31 December 2013. This 
instrument promotes cooperation with 17 industrialised and other high-income countries and 
territories in North America, Asia-Pacific and in the Gulf region2. The ICI is based on Article 181A 
of the Treaty, which provides a general legal basis for cooperation with non-EU countries. 

Over the past decade, the Community has consistently strengthened its bilateral relations with a 
broad range of industrialised and other high-income countries and territories across different regions 
of the world, primarily in North America, East Asia and Australasia, but also in South-East Asia 
and the Gulf region. These relations have developed to embrace a widening array of subjects and 
areas in the context of globalisation. 

The European Union and industrialised and other high income countries and territories have agreed 
to strengthen their relationship and to cooperate across the areas in which they have shared interests 
through a variety of bilateral instruments such as agreements, declarations, action plans and other 
similar documents. 

The ICI emphasises the Community’s interest in further deepening its relations with industrialised 
countries and territories, with which it often shares similar political, economic and institutional 
structures and values as well as common challenges and which are important bilateral political and 
trading partners as well as players in multilateral fora and in global governance. 

Therefore, cooperation with these countries is seen as an important factor in strengthening the 
European Union's role and place in the world, consolidating multilateral institutions and 
contributing to balancing and developing the world economy and the international system. 

The overarching objectives of cooperation activities are set out in the recitals and in Article 1 of the 
ICI. The cooperation policy should create an environment conducive to pursuing and developing 
relations between the Community and its partner countries. It provides a specific response to the 
need to strengthen links and to engage further with them on a bilateral, regional or multilateral basis 
in order to create a more favourable environment for developing the Community's relations with 
these countries and territories and to promote dialogue while fostering the Community’s interests. 

The range of action taken under this general policy should strengthen the European presence and 
visibility in these countries and encourage economic, commercial, academic, cultural and other 
exchanges and interaction between a broader range of actors on each side. It should also contribute 
to developing and consolidating the principles of democracy, the rule of law, good governance, 
respect for human rights and fundamental freedoms in the partner countries and regions through 
dialogue and cooperation. 

The ICI points out that the different initiatives should be consistent with the Community's external 
action and with other relevant Community policies. In this respect, it confirms the broad objectives 
set out in the Commission’s Communication on a Thematic Programme for Industrialised 
Countries.3 There are obvious areas of interaction between cooperation with industrialised countries 

                                                 
1  Council Regulation 1934/2006 of 21 December 2006 establishing a financing instrument for cooperation with 

industrialised and other high-income countries and territories (OJ L 405, 30 December 2006, p. 41). 
2  See list in Annex 1. 
3  COM (2006) 25 (final) of 26 January 2006. 
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and other Community policies, such as the communications strategy to enhance the visibility of the 
EU in the world, the policy to enhance the competitiveness of European industry in a global 
environment and policies in the field of education, research, environment, energy, transport etc. 

Another principle to be observed is complementarity with the work of Member States and other 
Community bodies. In this perspective, the EU initiatives will aim at providing added value to the 
network of existing bilateral initiatives.  

3. PRIORITY AREAS AND EXPECTED RESULTS 

To achieve significant impact, cooperation activities should focus on a limited number of priorities. 
Article 4 of the ICI identifies a list of areas which warrant specific attention. Action in these areas 
will be organised under three main headings: (1) Public diplomacy and outreach; (2) Economic 
partnership and business cooperation; (3) People-to-people links (covering education cooperation 
and civil society dialogues). In addition to these mainstream initiatives, a limited budget will be 
allocated to small-scale cooperation activities, evaluation and audit.  

The rationale behind Community intervention, the general objectives and the expected results are 
presented below. A more detailed description of the initiatives to be taken is provided in Annex.  

3.1. Public diplomacy and outreach 

The key objectives are to enhance the visibility of the EU, to promote a better understanding of 
Community action and positions, and to influence positively perceptions of the EU in partner 
countries. 

This policy is based on the principle that Europe’s strong presence in the global economy and the 
EU’s increasing role in international politics should be matched by a better perception of the 
European Union in partner countries. Public diplomacy and outreach activities respond both to a 
certain lack of knowledge about the European Union in partner countries and to strong demand for 
information and training about EU matters. This is consistent with the broader communications 
strategy of the Community.4 

To achieve these objectives, the network of EU centres will be strengthened, support will be 
provided to public policy think tanks and research institutes, and targeted events will be organised 
in partner countries. The improved understanding about EU matters which will result from these 
activities is expected to have a beneficial effect on the economic and political relationships with the 
partner countries. 

The proposed initiatives are described in more detail in Annex 2.  

                                                 
4  See, for example, the Communication from the Commission to the European Council of June 2006, Europe in 

the World – Some practical proposals for greater coherence, effectiveness and visibility, COM(2006) 278 
final. 

. 
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3.2. Economic partnership and business cooperation 

The initiatives proposed by the Commission will contribute to the strategic objectives of improving 
the competitiveness of European companies and strengthening their presence on key markets. 

The countries covered by the ICI are obviously key trading partners for the EU. The USA alone 
accounts for 18.5% of EU trade in merchandise. Japan, South Korea and Canada rank among the 
EU's top ten trading partners. Saudi Arabia, Taiwan, Singapore, the United Arab Emirates, Hong 
Kong and Australia rank among its top twenty trading partners. Hong Kong and Singapore are 
important financial and trade centres serving as regional hubs for European companies and 
gateways to the wider Asian markets. There are also substantial investment flows between the 
European Union and these countries/territories. 

These countries and territories represent promising markets for European products and services, in 
view of their high income per capita and of their consumption structure. However, certain markets 
prove difficult to penetrate for European companies for structural reasons (e.g. language barriers, 
different business cultures) and due to different trade barriers, in particular non-tariff barriers (e.g. 
technical regulations that make the import of European goods or services more difficult and costly). 

Resources will be concentrated on the countries more difficult to penetrate for European companies, 
including small and medium-sized enterprises, such as Japan, South Korea and certain Gulf 
countries. The range of services provided to European companies will be developed, drawing on 
experience with long-standing business cooperation programmes. A limited budget might be 
available to facilitate economic cooperation with other industrialised countries and territories. 

The programmes should facilitate market access for European companies, and should deliver 
tangible benefits in terms of increased turnover with target areas. 

These efforts are consistent with the broader Commission strategy to develop European 
competitiveness on global markets5, and other Commission’s policy on specific countries, such as 
the EU-US Economic Initiative, the negotiation of free trade agreements with Gulf countries, with 
South Korea and with ASEAN countries6 and the Regulatory Reform Dialogue with Japan. 

The proposed initiatives are described in more detail in Annex 3.  

3.3. People-to-people links (including education cooperation and dialogues) 

The development of people-to-people links will contribute to mutual understanding between 
cultures, and to the exchange of knowledge and information between the EU and its partners. The 
policy on people-to-people links shares some objectives with public diplomacy and outreach 
activities. This policy will rest on two main pillars: cooperation in the field of education and civil 
society dialogue. 

Education cooperation can have a positive impact on external relations, reinforce the profile of the 
EU in the region, provide a framework for people-to-people cooperation complementing the 
external relations agenda, and contribute to better understanding of the EU in the partner countries. 
Cooperating in the field of education can contribute to improving the quality of the education 

                                                 
5  See the Communication of 4 October 2006, Global Europe: competing in the world. A contribution to the EU’s 

growth and jobs strategy COM(2006) 567 final. 
6  Singapore and Brunei are member countries of ASEAN. 



EN 5   EN 

offered and is in the mutual interest of the EU and partner countries, which are all confronted with 
the challenge of developing knowledge-based societies and of preserving economic growth and 
competitiveness. 

The higher education systems in the EU and in industrialised countries and territories (in particular 
the US, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Japan, Korea, and Singapore) have reached levels of 
quality development that are comparable. They are key providers of higher education services and 
are internationalising their systems to attract a large number of foreign students. They offer 
substantial potential for mutually beneficial academic cooperation activities including exchanges of 
students, professors and researchers. Several of these countries (USA, Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, and Brunei, for example) have expressed interest in developing relations with Europe by 
sending students to European universities. 

In addition, cooperation could be encouraged upstream to the field of youth exchange and 
downstream to the field of research. 

Youth activities aim to promote dialogue, mutual tolerance, intercultural awareness and solidarity 
beyond borders, contribute to break down prejudices and stereotypes and help to build up societies 
based on common understanding and respect. The training of those active in youth work and youth 
organisations as well as exchanges of experience, expertise and good practices in the field of youth 
contribute to promote youth activities and may lead to the establishment of networks, high quality 
projects and long-lasting partnerships in the field of youth. 

These initiatives are perfectly consistent with the Community’s policy of fostering education, 
research and youth cooperation with non-EU countries, and in particular with the education 
agreements with the US and Canada, with specific initiatives such as Erasmus Mundus, Youth in 
Action, Marie Curie mobility actions and the researchers’ networks in the context of the 7th 
Research Framework Programme.  

The development of civil society dialogue will promote better understanding of EU positions on 
global challenges and of its economic, social and political integration processes with relevant 
parties (opinion formers, decision and policy makers, business circles and professional associations, 
trade unions, consumer associations, environmental groups, political parties, the media, academia 
and other multipliers). 

Dialogue involving civil society will complement the formal policy dialogue at government level, 
and should focus on areas of importance for cooperation with the partner country concerned (e.g. 
business; consumers; research; environment; energy and transport; employment, social policy and 
equal opportunities; and the media, etc.). 

The proposed initiatives are described in more detail in Annex 4. 

3.4. Small-scale cooperation projects, evaluation and audit 

Small-scale cooperation projects are there to underpinning the broader cooperation activities 
between the EU and the partner countries. They could potentially cover a wide range of themes and 
sectors. In addition, evaluation and audit activities will ensure that the cooperation projects meet 
their objectives and that the corresponding budget is implemented in a regular and cost-effective 
way. More detail is provided in Annex 5. 
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4. INDICATIVE ALLOCATION OF FUNDS 

The total budget earmarked in the Financial perspectives for cooperation with industrialised 
countries is EUR 172 million for the whole period 2007-2013.  

The multi-annual programme 2007-2010 is based on the expectation that the Budget Authority will 
make EUR 98 million available for this period. 

An indicative financial allocation over the period 2007-2010 is provided below, per priority area 
and by group of partner countries. 
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INDICATIVE FINANCIAL ALLOCATION BY PRIORITY AREA AND GROUP OF COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES  
I. Per priority 2007 2008 2009 2010  
Public Diplomacy and Outreach                  
United States and Canada 2,75   4,12   4,31   1    
Japan, Republic of Korea, Australia and New-Zealand 2,8   2   1,85   2,5    
Newly industrialised Asian countries and territories 1,41   0,875   0,43   0,43    
GCC countries 2   0   0   0    
Sub-total 8,96 40,36% 6,995 28,13% 6,59 26,24% 3,93 16,78%  
Promotion of economic partnership and business cooperation                  
United States and Canada 0   0   0   0    
Japan, Republic of Korea, Australia and New-Zealand 9,2   10,3   11,05   11,3    
Newly industrialised Asian countries and territories 0   0,3   0,49   0,49    
GCC countries 0   0,2   2,1   0,2    
Sub-total 9,2 41,44% 10,8 43,43% 13,64 54,32% 11,99 51,20%  
People to People links                   
United States and Canada 0   1,1   0,5   1,1    
Japan, Republic of Korea, Australia and New-Zealand 3   3   3   3    
Newly industrialised Asian countries and territories 0,04   0,315   0,6   0,6    
GCC countries 0   1,9   0   1,9    
Sub-total 3,04 13,69% 6,315 25,39% 4,1 16,33% 6,6 28,18%  
Evaluation and small-scale cooperation projects                  
United States and Canada 0,55   0,25   0,3   0,3    
Japan, Republic of Korea, Australia and New-Zealand 0,4   0,4   0,4   0,5    
Newly industrialised Asian countries and territories 0,05   0,11   0,08   0,1    
GCC countries 0   0   0   0    
Sub-total 1 4,50% 0,76 3,06% 0,78 3,11% 0,9 3,84%  
TOTAL operational budget on Budget line 19.05.01 22,2 100,00% 24,87 100,00% 25,11 100,00% 23,42 100,00% 95,6 
Additional Budget for administrative support (no country-specific 
allocation) 0,6   0,6   0,6   0,6   2,4 
TOTAL  budget 22,8   25,47   25,71   24,02   98 
          
          
          



 

EN 8   EN 

 

II. Per partner countries 2007 2008 2009 2010   
United States and Canada 3,3 14,86% 5,47 21,99% 5,11 20,35% 2,4 10,25% 16,28 
Japan, Republic of Korea, Australia and New-Zealand 15,4 69,37% 15,7 63,13% 16,3 64,91% 17,3 73,87% 64,7 
Newly industrialised Asian countries and territories 1,5 6,76% 1,6 6,43% 1,6 6,37% 1,62 6,92% 6,32 
GCC countries 2 9,01% 2,1 8,44% 2,1 8,36% 2,1 8,97% 8,3 
TOTAL 22,2 100,00% 24,87 100,00% 25,11 100,00% 23,42 100,00% 95,6 
          
Total for 2007-2010: EUR 98 millions (including administrative 
support)          
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ANNEXES 

ANNEX 1 – COUNTRIES AND TERRITORIES COVERED BY THE INDUSTRIALISED COUNTRIES 
INSTRUMENT 

(1) Australia 

(2) Bahrain 

(3) Brunei 

(4) Canada 

(5) Chinese Taipei7 

(6) Hong Kong 

(7) Japan 

(8) Republic of Korea 

(9) Kuwait 

(10) Macao 

(11) New Zealand 

(12) Oman 

(13) Qatar 

(14) Saudi Arabia 

(15) Singapore 

(16) United Arab Emirates 

(17) United States 

                                                 
7 Although there are no diplomatic or political relations with Chinese Taipei, intensive contacts do take place 

and should be continued in the areas of economy, trade, science and technology, standards and norms and on a 
number of other subjects. 
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ANNEX 2 - PUBLIC DIPLOMACY AND OUTREACH 

Public diplomacy and outreach activities aim: 

– to promote a better understanding in the partner countries, of EU institutions, policies, positions 
on global challenges, and economic, social and political integration processes as well as the 
corresponding implications for EU external relations;  

– to influence positively the perceptions of individuals and of public and private organisations in 
the partner countries concerning the EU and to encourage greater engagement by them with the 
EU in support of Community international policy objectives. 

The strategy for public diplomacy and outreach will rely on strengthening the network of EU 
centres, fostering debate about EU policies and relations between the EU and the partner countries, 
and organising various outreach activities. 

The relevant programmes will be managed by the Commission, where appropriate through 
deconcentration of management responsibilities to the EC delegations in the partner countries. 

1. Strengthening the network of EU Centres 

The EU Centre initiative is aimed at encouraging greater awareness and knowledge of the EU in the 
partner countries, through support for EU-focused curriculum development and research, academic 
links, and outreach activities.  

This initiative also complements other EU initiatives, notably in higher education (such as the Jean 
Monnet project, cooperation agreements on higher education, and Erasmus Mundus) and in the field 
of research (Programmes "People" and "Cooperation" under the 7th Research Framework 
Programme). 

The multi-annual programme for 2007-2010 will support the consolidation and expansion of the 
existing network of EU Centres as ‘EU Centres of Excellence’, and the creation of new EU Centres 
in partner countries that do not have one. The programme will also foster coordination between 
Centres. 

EU Centres will undertake a broad range of activities including: 

• curricular activities (developing specialised degrees and multidisciplinary courses at all 
levels of study) and policy orientated research on a wide range of EU-related topics; 

• outreach related to the EU and its policies, aimed at a wide public, political, business 
and media audience; 

• information activities providing accurate, up-to-date and comprehensive information 
about the EU, its policies and institutions; 

• Coordination between EU Centres/Centres of Excellence. 
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Expected results 

The following results are expected: greater availability of EU-focused degrees and courses, more 
students familiar with EU-related matters; more students and scholars undertaking research on EU-
related subjects. In addition, the general public will be better informed about the EU and relations 
between the EU and partner countries. 

Indicators will be both quantitative (number of new EU Centres, EU courses developed, students 
enrolled or conducting research, number of outreach events organised) and qualitative (EU Centres 
qualifying as Centres of Excellence, quality of speakers at outreach events). 

The financing of EU Centres will mostly be based on grant agreements with universities following a 
call for proposals, and will typically cover a three-year activity period. 

A network of EU Centres of Excellence in North America  

Networks of EU Centres have existed in the US and Canada since 1998. Latterly, in line with the 
recommendations of the evaluation carried out in 2004, the North American EU Centres have been 
encouraged to develop as:  

• centres of academic excellence in EU Studies, with a view to broadening and deepening 
the existing base of European Union studies and increasing awareness of the Union’s 
policies, and 

• key focal points for outreach on EU issues, with activities directed at the general public, 
to promote greater understanding of the EU. 

Thus, following competitions in 2005 and 2006, 10 universities in the USA and four universities in 
Canada were granted the status of ‘EU Centre of Excellence’ and awarded a grant to support their 
activities over a three-year period.  Building on the successful launch of this new chapter of the EU 
Centre initiative, support for a further three-year phase of activities by EU Centres of Excellence in 
the USA and Canada is planned under this programme when the current funding cycle comes to an 
end.  

To facilitate the management of this key initiative, it is proposed to fund each three-year phase of 
the EU Centres of Excellence entirely from one budget year.  Thus, funds will be allocated under 
this programme in 2008 and 2009 respectively. 

Building upon the successful experience with Australia and New Zealand   

In Australia and New Zealand, two pilot projects ran from 2001 to 2005: one at the Australian 
National University in Canberra, the other at Canterbury University in Christchurch. Both 
successfully developed a wide range of activities (workshops, lectures, conferences, courses, 
research, etc.) focused on EU subjects. 

Following the favourable external evaluation of the EU Centre initiative in 2004, the Commission 
decided to continue the initiative in New Zealand (one Centre) and consolidate it in Australia (three 
Centres). Following a call for proposals launched in 2005, agreements were concluded with the four 
centres covering financial support for the period 2006 to 2009. 

It is envisaged to continue building on the success of the centres after 2009 and proceed with further 
financing for at least another three years. 
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Developing EU Centres in Japan and South Korea  

Three EU Centres have been established in Japan and South Korea since 2004. They opened in 
2004 (Tokyo), 2005 (the Kansai region), and 2006 (Seoul). Participation in the selection process 
demonstrated considerable interest from Japanese and Korean Universities in developing a 
curriculum and organising outreach activities on the European Union. A high number of students 
have registered for EU courses and a number of seminars targeted at a wider audience (in particular, 
the business community) have been organised. 

In the coming years, the network should be expanded in Japan and in Korea.  

Developing EU Centres in South East Asia 

A Centre in Singapore is envisaged, on the same basis, and covering the same range of activities, as 
the existing Centres, but building also on cooperation with think tanks and political foundations in 
Singapore. An EU Centre in Singapore would be particularly effective since Singapore is a major 
economic hub and education centre in South-East Asia. There is interest from local higher 
education institutions. Following any necessary further exploration of information activities, a call 
for proposals will be launched in 2007 with a view to having the Centre up and running in early 
2008. 

The initiative will be financed, over the 2007-2010 period, from the 2007 budget.  

Depending on available funding, the creation of such centres in either Hong Kong or Macao and in 
Taiwan should also be considered. These areas cover a total population of 30 million people with a 
keen interest in EU affairs. In Taiwan, in particular, the activities of such centres could be linked to 
one of the existing EU research centres, which would considerably reduce costs. 

Promoting coordination between Centres 

Individual EU Centres are also encouraged to coordinate their work with other Centres at national 
level, meeting annually to compare experiences and share best practice. This programme will also 
provide support to bring together representatives (directors and students) of all the existing EU 
Centres of Excellence and EU centres every other year to compare experience and share best 
practice in the academic field and in terms of outreach activities with local communities. 

2. Promoting policy analysis and debate on relations between the EU and partner countries 

The specific goals of supporting policy analysis and debate on relations between the EU and partner 
countries are: 

- to promote widespread understanding of EU views on important policy issues, with a view to 
positively influencing policy debate in partner countries; 

- to encourage reflection and discussion about the EU and its policies, and about EU relations with 
the partner countries; 

- to develop new ideas for reinvigorating relations with partner countries. 

The multi-annual indicative programme for 2007-2010 will provide for grant support or public 
procurement contracts for a series of events (conferences, workshops, and seminars) organised 
through public policy think tanks or research institutes in the EU and in partner countries. Another 
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idea would be to grant support for developing a network of such public policy think tanks or 
research institutes. Events will focus in particular on key areas of relevance to EU relations with 
partner countries.  

The main results expected include: discussion and debate on key aspects of the bilateral 
relationship, and concrete recommendations on how to develop further the relationship with partner 
countries. 

Indicators will be both quantitative and qualitative (number and quality of events organised, 
participants, recommendations and information products, range of dissemination). 

3. Increasing the visibility of the European Union in partner countries 

The specific objective is to influence positively perceptions of the EU and to encourage greater 
engagement with the EU in support of EU international policy objectives.  

The multi-annual indicative programme for 2007-2010 will support targeted outreach activities and 
events in the partner countries to stimulate interest in Europe and the EU. Activities will be aimed at 
increasing the visibility of the European Union in partner countries, helping to promote 
understanding of what the EU is and what it does, raising awareness of EU policies and institutions 
and the EU’s role as an international actor on the economic and political stage, and advancing 
specific current or future cooperation objectives. Activities will include conferences, seminars and 
workshops; publications and other information products; research projects and participation of 
European teams in research programmes of other industrialised countries; training programmes; 
competitions; EU simulations, briefing sessions, speaking tours and study visits for decision-makers 
and opinion-shapers. 

These activities will be tailored to the specific needs of the different countries and territories. In 
Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan, for example, there is an urgent need for seminars and exchanges 
on technical, business-related issues such as standards, certification, customs, export controls and 
port security.  In these seminars, technical experts from the EU and the partners concerned should 
be given ample opportunity to exchange experiences, draft case studies and undertake field trips, 
either in the areas concerned or in the EU. In order to improve the public visibility of the EU in 
these countries, EU participation in trade fairs and cultural events should be expanded. Furthermore, 
it would be very useful if EU-related information such as books or audiovisual products could be 
translated and cooperation with local TV channels be established for the distribution of audiovisual 
material. A third, highly effective tool for EU public diplomacy would be a training course over 
several days for journalists, in particular from Taiwan, ideally taking place in Europe. 

These activities should be financed either through grant agreements or public procurement 
contracts. 

They should result in improved awareness and understanding of the EU and its affairs. 

Indicators will be both quantitative and qualitative (number and quality of activities, participants, 
and the degree of media coverage of EU issues).     
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ANNEX 3 - ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP AND BUSINESS COOPERATION 

Promoting bilateral trade, investment flows and economic partnership will continue to be a key area 
of the cooperation strategy with industrialised countries. More specifically, cooperation should 
improve the competitiveness of European companies and strengthen their presence in countries, 
which for structural reasons are difficult to penetrate. Specific programmes will provide support to 
European companies, including small and medium-sized companies, in preparing their 
export/investment strategy to Japan, Korea, South-East Asia and the GCC countries.  

The specific cooperation programmes will support the broader European Union strategy to develop 
trade and investment with Japan and Korea. In particular, targeted support for companies active in 
technological sectors will complement the efforts made to remove regulatory obstacles as part of 
regulatory reform dialogue with Japan. These cooperation programmes are perfectly consistent with 
the market access strategy with South Korea and with the prospects of a free trade agreement with 
that country. 

The cooperation strategy for economic partnership and business cooperation will mostly build upon 
long-standing experience with two flagship programmes: the Executive Training Programme 
Japan/Korea and the programme Gateway to Japan. Both programmes were evaluated in 2004. The 
evaluation demonstrated clear benefits for European companies and the report suggested enhancing 
this type of cooperation further. 

In addition to these flagship programmes with Japan and Korea, other initiatives will be considered 
with ASEAN and with the Gulf region, fully consistent with the negotiation of free trade 
agreements. 

Typical indicators for these programmes are the number of participants and the impact on turnover 
with the target countries. As regards implementation aspects, these programmes may require both 
public procurement contracts and grant agreements. 

Although business cooperation activities will focus on Japan, Korea, South East Asia and Gulf 
countries,  targeted support could also be available for the EU-US Initiative to Enhance 
Transatlantic Economic Integration and Growth, which has the following objectives: promoting 
regulatory and standards cooperation, stimulating open and competitive capital markets, 
cooperation against money laundering and terrorist financing cooperation, spurring innovation and 
the development of technology, enhancing trade, travel and security, promoting energy efficiency, 
competition policy, government procurement and services. As part of that initiative, EU and US 
regulators are looking at how to deal with existing regulatory barriers and trying to avoid new ones.  

These aspects could be covered under the category Small scale cooperation events. The 
Commission Communication “Global Europe: Competing in the World” states that establishing a 
greater physical and visible presence in third countries gives EU businesses improved access to 
important new markets and creates increasing opportunities for EU investment in third countries. To 
this end, the Industrialised Countries Instrument might also lend support to an extension of the 
networks of Euro-Info Correspondence Centres, to the Innovation Relay Centres and to the 
European Business Organisations (EBO) network to selected partner countries. These bodies play a 
key role in the relationship between companies, the EU and third countries. For example, they 
collect and distribute information on regulations and markets outside the Union which are be useful 
to European companies. They play a very active role promoting exchanges between enterprises and 
in the search for partners both in and out of the EU. However, funding under the Industrialised 
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Countries Instrument would be complementary to mainstream funding provided by dedicated 
programmes to promote competitiveness and innovation. 

1. Building up European business capacity in Japan and Korea through the Executive 
Training Programme 

The specific objectives of the Executive Training Programme (ETP) are: 

- to develop a pool of European executives who are able to communicate through Japanese/Korean 
and who have both inside knowledge and experience of the Japanese/Korean way of doing business, 
so that they can operate successfully on those markets; 

- to strengthen the European business network in Japan and Korea. 

The programme consists of intensive language training, business administration courses, lectures on 
society and culture, and an internship at a Korean or Japanese company. 

The Executive Training Programme with Japan has existed since 1979. The programme was 
extended to Korea in 2002. In all, nearly 1000 European executives have graduated from the 
programme and form an effective business network in Japan and Korea. These graduates are 
representative of the diversity of European business with Japan and Korea in terms of countries, 
sectors and company size. 

This programme requires a strong initial commitment from companies and participants, but brings 
benefits in the longer term. The evaluation carried out in 2004 found clear benefits for European 
companies and for their executives. The companies participating in ETP on average doubled their 
turnover with Japan in the 10 years following ETP, and nearly 30% of the participants of the first 
ten ETP cycles held top positions in their company.  

The “competitive advantage” of ETP resides in the combination of language training and business 
education. ETP graduates have both a sound command of the Korean and Japanese languages and a 
strong insight into the business culture. This distinguishes them from typical expatriates who have 
either business education or a background in oriental languages. Equally important is the long-term 
commitment to Japan and Korea demonstrated by ETP graduates. This is essential to build up 
confidence with business partners. ETP graduates and their companies can also rely on the effective 
business network of ETP Alumni. This European and cross-sector network extends the companies' 
reach beyond the traditional country and sector-specific networks. 

In 2006, the ETP was revamped following the recommendations in the evaluation report, to better 
fit demand from European companies and to enhance the visibility of the programme in Europe. 
The key aspects of the new ETP are: 

(1) an equal balance between language teaching and business training (where language 
teaching used to predominate); 

(2) a standard format of 12 months for both ETP Japan and Korea (instead of 18 
months for ETP Japan and 9 months for ETP Korea); 

(3) the inclusion of a European introductory module, to better prepare participants for 
immersion in Japan or Korea; 
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(4) partnership with universities of international standing. 

The revamped ETP programme will be implemented in the coming years with a maximum of 60 
participants (45 for Japan, 15 for Korea). The total yearly cost of the programme – covering 
recruitment, selection, training and scholarships to participants – is an estimated EUR 5 to 5.5 
million. Implementing the ETP requires a combination of public procurement contracts (for 
promoting the programme, selecting participants and providing education) and grant agreements (in 
the form of scholarships for individual participants). 

The first edition of the revamped ETP started in October 2006 and will end in early November 
2007. A first internal review will take place in early 2008 with a view to adjusting the 
implementation of the programme. A thorough evaluation is foreseen after five cycles. 

2. Enhancing business cooperation in technological sectors with Japan and Korea 

The strategy to enhance business cooperation has the following specific goals: 

- to facilitate European companies’ access to the Japanese and Korean markets in sectors which are 
difficult to penetrate, in particular highly regulated technological sectors; 

- to provide support for European companies which target certain high-potential sectors in the 
Japanese and Korean markets. 

The future business cooperation programme with Japan and Korea will build upon the experience 
with the programme Gateway to Japan, which has helped about 2500 European small and medium-
sized enterprises to find business partners in Japan over the last 12 years.  

The 2004 evaluation found that the programme contributed very positively to growth and 
employment for Gateway participants. However, recent experience with companies in technological 
sectors (e.g. healthcare, environment, construction materials) shows that awareness of the 
regulatory framework and of market perspectives is crucial to successful entry. Insufficient 
preparation of European companies is likely to expose them to extended delays in getting 
approval/licences for their products, and to costly changes to their product specifications, which can 
ultimately deter them from entering the Japanese or Korean markets. This experience highlights the 
need to develop expert advice to companies in addition to organising trade missions or trade fairs. 

In the coming years, the Gateway programme will be substantially revamped. The first steps will be 
to examine the potential to enhance business cooperation in selected sectors and to identify what 
advice and services European companies most need to penetrate the Japanese and Korean markets. 
The potential sectors include technological sectors such as environmental and energy-related 
technology, healthcare and medical technology, information and communication technology, 
construction and building technology. The future Gateway programme might also cover other niche 
markets where European companies have a high potential for market penetration (e.g. interior life 
style, fashion).  

The future Gateway programme should cover not only Japan but Korea. It will rely on proactive 
screening of business sectors in the European Union and in target countries in order to identify the 
best potential partners from a technological, economic and strategic perspective. Selected 
companies will receive expert coaching and will participate in business events to find appropriate 
partners in the target countries. 
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The quantitative objective would be to support about 300 to 400 European companies each year, 
depending on budget availability. The yearly estimated budget is around EUR 7 million. The 
implementation of the future Gateway programme would rely mainly on public procurement 
contracts. 

The effectiveness of this programme will be measured in increased turnover, investment and 
employment for the European participants. As with the previous Gateway to Japan programme, 
individual events will be systematically followed up. This will be instrumental in adjusting the 
programme over time. An evaluation is foreseen after four cycles of the new programme. 

3.  Asian countries and territories 

Singapore and Brunei 

The reinforcement of business cooperation with Singapore and Brunei is in line with the broader 
EU strategy to promote stable development in South-East Asia and to foster regional integration. 
Singapore and the EU are presently negotiating a Partnership and Cooperation Agreement. Brunei 
and the EU will probably negotiate a Partnership and Cooperation Agreement. Both Singapore and 
Brunei will soon participate in talks on a Free Trade Agreement.  

The objective of business collaboration with Singapore and Brunei is to strengthen the European 
business network in order to better exploit the business potential in the wider Asian market, notably 
with a view to future Free Trade Agreements with certain countries in the region. 

The specific objectives are to provide support to European companies which target certain high-tech 
sectors in the Singaporean market. Singaporean business is especially interested in developing 
contacts with companies representing the technologies of the future, such as medical technology, 
information and communication technology, advanced transport, biotechnology and 
nanotechnology. The programme will provide for proactive screening of business sectors in the 
European Union and in Singapore in order to identify the best potential partners from a 
technological, economic and strategic perspective. Selected companies will receive expert coaching 
and will participate in business events to find appropriate partners in Singapore. Preference will be 
given to small and medium-sized companies. A targeted approach will also be followed for Brunei. 

Hong Kong and Macao 

Hong Kong continues to have a ‘gateway’ function for a number of EU newcomers looking for 
access to the Asian market and the mainland Chinese market. Increasingly, mainland Chinese 
companies are using Hong Kong as a base and a source of knowledge — a gateway to business 
opportunities in Europe. Thousands of EU companies maintain regional HQs or offices in Hong 
Kong and over 45 000 EU citizens are resident there. EU financial services institutions continue to 
have a leading stake in Hong Kong.  

There are a small number of EU companies based in Macao, but Macao retains close links with 
Portuguese culture, which contributes to the strength of the EU’s relations with Macao. 

The overall objective of business collaboration with Hong Kong and Macao is to strengthen the 
European business network in order to better exploit business potential in greater China and the 
wider Asian market. It is also important to promote conditions to allow business opportunities to 
flourish, tackling intellectual property rights and competition law concerns in particular. 
Cooperation programmes will focus on the key target sectors identified by the Commission’s recent 
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Communication on Hong Kong and Macao.8 These areas include: trade, customs, financial services, 
people-to-people and academic links, transport, health food and product safety, and the 
environment. 

Chinese Taipei (Taiwan) 

Although the EU has no diplomatic or formal political relations with Taiwan (in line with the “one 
China” policy) it has solid relations with Taiwan in economic, trade, scientific and other areas. A 
vibrant community of EU businesses operate in Taiwan, many of which have operations in 
mainland China. Taiwan is the EU’s sixth-largest non-European supplier of goods and it compares 
with India or Brazil in terms of overall trade volume. Taiwan is also an important player in 
information and communication technology; it is the largest producer worldwide of a number of 
ICT goods such as personal computers.  

Specific initiatives will aim at making the Taiwanese authorities and business better aware of EU 
business principles and technical norms, particularly in the services sector, where there is 
considerable potential. Other areas such as public procurement, intellectual property rights, health, 
food and the environment present good potential for cooperation.  

4.  Gulf countries 

The Gulf Cooperation Council represents the EU’s fifth largest export market. Economic exchanges 
can be expected to be boosted further with the entry into force of the Free Trade Agreement 
currently being negotiated. There is, therefore, a huge need to support the development of closer 
economic ties between the regions.  

Activities to be developed in this programme might include efforts to remove regulatory obstacles 
in opening up specific sectors under the expected Free Trade Agreement; efforts to support 
economic diversification in the non-oil sector; support for European small and medium-sized 
companies in gaining access to the market of the GCC countries; and support for fostering scientific 
and research cooperation activities between research communities in the EU and GCC countries. 

In addition, relations between the EU and the GCC countries could be strengthened by an enhanced 
cooperation in the energy sector via the EU-GCC Energy Dialogue, encompassing fields such as 
security of oil and gas demand and supply and transportation; market integration to ensure a 
favourable trade and investment climate; technological cooperation and exchange of expertise and 
the development of a comprehensive energy demand management policy to address climate change.  

With respect to technological cooperation in the energy sector, this could take the form of 
conferences and workshops supported by the establishment, when appropriate, of an EU-GCC 
Energy Technology Centre. The mission of such a Centre could include pre-competitive 
technology, and horizontal, cross-sectoral issues, such as hydrogen, CO2 capture and storage, 
including oil enhanced recovery, training of young energy professionals, technology transfer 
between non-profit organizations such as Universities and Academic Research Centres and new 
energy technologies which are in a pre-competitive research phase. The Centre could also have a 
facilitator’s role in finding the appropriate partners for exchange of experiences in applying 
standards and codes for example or any other cooperation between entities from the two regions. 

                                                 
8  Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament ‘The European Union, 

Hong Kong and Macao: possibilities for cooperation 2007-2013’, COM (2006) final,  26.10.2006. 
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The detailed mandate and the operational scheme for such a Centre will be developed in the 
framework of the EU-GCC Energy Dialogue.  
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ANNEX 4: PEOPLE-TO-PEOPLE LINKS 

The promotion of people-to-people links will be organised around two main themes: reinforcing 
cooperation in education and fostering dialogue between civil society stakeholders, to complement 
formal policy dialogue. 

The general objectives of people-to-people links are to enhance mutual understanding between the 
peoples of the European Union and the partner countries including broader knowledge of their 
languages, cultures and institutions.  

1. Enhancing cooperation in education 

The specific objectives of cooperation in higher education, vocational education, training research 
and youth are: 

- to support cooperation between higher education and vocational training institutions with a view 
to promoting joint study programmes and mobility; 

- to improve the quality of student mobility between the European Union and the partner countries 
by promoting transparency, mutual recognition of qualifications and periods of study and training, 
and, where appropriate, portability of credits; 

- to support the mobility of professionals with a view to improving mutual understanding of, and 
expertise on, issues relevant to relations between the European Union and the respective partner 
country; 

- to exchange best practice and review policy developments and challenges in higher education and 
to promote knowledge building and sharing on horizontal issues of common interest for the 
European Union and the partner countries. 

- to strengthen the links between the research communities in partner countries and the European 
Union. 

- to support the mobility of youth workers, young people and other actors working for or  with 
young people, with a view to improving mutual understanding, exchanges of good practices and 
expertise, of issues relevant to the relations between the European Union and the respective partner 
country. 

These objectives can be achieved via different channels: bilateral/multilateral cooperation between 
the European Union and target countries as well as unilateral actions of Community . 

The appropriate mix of bilateral, multilateral and unilateral actions will depend on the willingness 
and capacity of partner countries to engage in cooperation programmes and will be guided by cost 
efficiency considerations. The implementation of education cooperation initiatives will mainly take 
the form of grant agreements with institutions and individuals selected following a call for 
proposals. 

The indicators will typically consist of quantitative elements (e.g. number of agreements between 
universities, the number of students, professors, researchers, socio-educational instructors, young 
people and youth organisations who take advantage of the programmes) and qualitative factors 
(such as the level of education or the acquisition of skills). 
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Enhancing bilateral education cooperation 

Bilateral education cooperation – i.e. measures decided jointly with partner countries, in relation to 
which each party provides comparable levels of funding – with industrialised countries has 
followed a twin-track approach up to now: (i) bilateral education cooperation agreements backed up 
by a specific budget line (US and Canada) and (ii) pilot initiatives mainly financed under the former 
instrument for cooperation with industrialised countries. 

Bilateral cooperation agreements with the US and Canada were recently reviewed and renewed for 
the period of the new financial perspectives. The new agreements focus on innovative joint 
study/training programmes, exchanges of students, teachers and other professionals, and, in Canada, 
on strengthening collaboration between youth organisations. The agreements will also encourage 
policy dialogue on priority issues in higher education and vocational training. These agreements are 
financed under a specific budget line for education programmes and are therefore not covered by 
this multi-annual programme. 

The bilateral pilot initiatives carried out with other industrialised countries have been assessed very 
positively by the Commission and the partner countries concerned (Australia, Japan and New 
Zealand) and there is a shared willingness to continue them and possibly take them a step further. In 
the coming years, the development of education cooperation with South Korea, Singapore, Brunei 
and Taiwan will also be explored. 

Given the scope and scale of education and training cooperation activities with these countries, the 
establishment of structured  cooperation with partner countries based on the ICI regulation is more 
appropriate than full scale bilateral cooperation agreements. 

 

Enhanced education cooperation with other industrialised countries should be built around the two 
types of cooperation activities which have already been successfully implemented in recent years 
under the bilateral agreements with US and Canada and in the pilot projects carried out with 
Australia, Japan, and New Zealand. These are as follows:  

• Joint consortia projects. These projects, set up and run by a group of higher education 
institutions from the European Union and from the respective partner country, would focus on 
joint curriculum development (i.e. combining existing modules, developing innovative 
curricula, applying new teaching methods, etc.), joint study programmes (including the 
possibility of awarding joint or double degrees), and structured exchanges of students, faculty 
and administrators. 

• Policy-oriented measures. These would address strategic issues related to education systems 
and the policies pursued in the EU and in the partner countries (for example: higher education 
and vocational training reforms and benchmarking, notably key competencies, early school 
leavers, completion of upper secondary education, graduates in mathematics science and 
technology, participation in life long learning.)  Themes for policy dialogue will be selected 
together with the partner countries. Promotion of policy dialogue would require a joint effort 
with the partner countries in the analysis of specific areas of interest followed by presentation 
of the results and exchange of views at meetings which could take the form of regular seminar 
or conferences with government representatives and other stakeholders (higher education 
institutions, teachers associations, etc.).  
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Exploring the potential for multilateral cooperation 

From an EU standpoint, there is an obvious interest and sound logic in trying to promote “region-to-
region” cooperation (e.g. EU/Asia-Pacific, EU/GCC). 

By contrast, partner countries may be primarily interested in cooperating bilaterally with the 
Community rather than resituating education cooperation with the Community in a regional setting. 

However, a region-to-region approach would present distinct advantages: (i) diversifying the 
partnership options for EU institutions, (ii) encouraging regional cooperation among partner 
countries and (iii) resolving or alleviating the imbalances between the EU educational sector and 
that of some of the individual partner countries. In certain cases, such imbalances could in 
themselves constitute an impediment to sustained bilateral cooperation and the regional approach 
would provide a more flexible framework for certain countries and territories to engage in 
cooperation with the Community. For this reason, multilateral cooperation should be explored over 
time as an alternative or a complement to bilateral cooperation. 

The same type of projects as for bilateral cooperation could be pursued. The multilateral approach 
could be piloted in 2007-2008 to assess whether it could be developed on a larger scale and in a 
sustainable manner in future.  

Reinforcing the impact of existing programmes in a targeted manner 

Existing Community programmes on education, training and youth include an international 
cooperation strand (e.g. the “Youth in the world” action in the Community Youth in Action 
Programme) or provide a specific focus on international activities (e.g. Erasmus Mundus). They 
therefore provide well established legal and operational vehicles for external cooperation which 
may already cover industrialised countries and territories. However, these programmes are allocated 
limited resources, of which only a small share can be devoted to a specific group of non-
EU countries. In practice, this means that only a relatively modest number of beneficiaries 
originating in industrialised countries and territories and/or of projects involving partner 
organisations can find their way to these programmes.  

Bearing in mind the recommendation set out in the Commission Communication of June 2006 
“Europe in the world”9 to develop awareness of the EU through EU visitors’ programmes and 
scholarship programmes with non-EU countries, it would be useful to consider the possibility of 
earmarking funds for this purpose and channelling them through existing programmes, in particular 
Erasmus Mundus and the Youth in Action Programme, to promote greater participation from these 
countries and their students, academics, young people and youth organisations. In the case of Gulf 
countries – where scholarships would be financed by government – the financial contribution from 
the EU would focus on the administrative cost of establishing a student mobility scheme.  

Enhancing the promotion of Erasmus Mundus in partner countries could be considered, as a first 
step towards increasing take-up of this programme in the ICI partner countries. If deemed 
appropriate, the allocation of additional resources and/or cost-sharing (depending on the need and 
situation of the partner countries concerned) for the opening of specific Erasmus Mundus 
“windows” targeting ICI countries could be envisaged. 

                                                 
9   Communication from the Commission to the European Council of June 2006, “Europe in the World – Some 

practical proposals for greater coherence, effectiveness and visibility”, COM(2006) 278 final. 
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As regards unilateral cooperation in the field of research, targeted support could be lent to specific 
initiatives under the 7th Framework Programme for Research, such as the Marie Curie mobility 
actions and researchers’ networks 

2. Promoting dialogue and civil society contacts 

The specific objective is to promote the development of policy dialogue, the exchange of 
information and the dissemination of expertise between political, economic and social partners, 
together with other civil society and non-state actors, in accordance with the overall goals for each 
partner country. Dialogue is also instrumental in testing new ideas with different actors and 
providing feedback to the Commission.  

In order to complement formal policy dialogue at government level, the multi-annual indicative 
programme for 2007-2010 will provide limited financial support for activities which promote 
dialogue with, and between, stakeholders in areas of strategic importance for cooperation with the 
partner country concerned, such as business; consumers; education; the environment; energy and 
transport; employment, social policy and equal opportunities; and the media, . Action to promote 
training, information exchange and sharing of best practice in regulatory cooperation (such as an 
exchange programme for regulators) should also be eligible. The dialogues should also serve as a 
tool for offering the Commission relevant inputs and a useful feedback on its policies. This 
financing will typically be provided to complement primary funding under sector-specific budget 
lines. 

Activities will include conferences, seminars and workshops and may also include the development 
of special visitors’ programmes focused on specific target groups (e.g. media professionals, 
regulators, social partners and other appropriate experts). 

Ad hoc measures – such as the 2005 EU-Japan Year of People-to-people Exchanges – could also be 
accommodated under the ICI when they arise as part of flagship initiatives jointly agreed with 
partner countries. 

As regards GCC countries, exploratory work will be undertaken before launching specific activities. 

These activities will increase the flow of information on issues of common interest and will 
contribute to the creation/reinforcement of civil society networks and other circles of interest to the 
EU in partner countries. Specific attention to the legal constraints of establishing NGOs or similar 
organisations in the GCC will need to be taken into account when launching this activity. The 
implementation of cooperation activities may require both grant agreements and public procurement 
contracts. 

The indicators will be both quantitative (number of events, number of participants) and qualitative. 
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ANNEX 5 - SMALL-SCALE COOPERATION PROJECTS, EVALUATION, AUDIT 

Small-scale cooperation projects 

A small amount of the budget should be allocated to cover specific cooperation initiatives, 
exploratory activities to advance specific current or future cooperation activities, the evaluation of 
activities (EU Centres, ETP, Gateway, business cooperation programmes), and ad hoc activities 
which do not pertain to recurring dialogue. These small-scale cooperation events would typically 
consist of conferences, workshops or seminars on issues of common interest to the European Union 
and partner countries. 

These events could potentially cover a wide range of themes and sectors (e.g. employment, social 
policy, environment, energy, science and technology, research and statistics). However, activities 
financed under the ICI should not duplicate (although they may complement) activities under other 
Community-financed programmes, particularly where a specific budget line/programme is provided 
for.   

One typical example is EU-Australia cooperation on security issues. The EU and Australia have 
called for more dialogue and cooperation as regards the fight against crime, illegal migration, 
people smuggling, human trafficking and other forms of trans-national crime. In this context, the 
EU has provided financial support to the Bali process to combat people smuggling and trafficking 
in the Asia-Pacific region. 

 

Evaluation and audit 

Cooperation activities with industrialised countries and other high-income countries and territories 
will need to be adjusted on a regular basis in the light of experience. The external evaluations 
carried out in 2004 covered the bulk of cooperation activities with the USA, Canada, Japan, South 
Korea, Australia and New Zealand. 

These evaluations inspired the review of policy on EU Centres (2005), and on the Executive 
Training Programme (2006).  

It is suggested that an external evaluation of these activities be carried out when sufficient 
experience has been gathered, typically after five years from the start of operations. 

In addition to evaluation activities, it is also envisaged to carry out some audit activities targeted at 
specific cooperation projects, to ensure that the budget is implemented in a regular and cost-
effective way.  
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ANNEX 6 – KEY LEGAL AND POLICY TOOLS FOR FOSTERING COOPERATION  

The Transatlantic Declaration on EU/US Relations of 1990, and the New Transatlantic Agenda and 
Joint EU-US Action Plan of 1995; the European Union and the United States Initiative to Enhance 
Transatlantic Economic Integration and Growth adopted at the EU-US Summit in June 2005. 

The EU-Japan Action Plan adopted at the tenth EU-Japan bilateral summit of December 2001. 

The Framework Agreement on Trade and Cooperation with the Republic of Korea and its attached 
Political Declaration of October 1996. 

The 1997 Joint Declaration on Relations between Australia and the European Union and the 2003 
Agenda for Cooperation. 

The Joint Declaration on Relations between the European Union and New Zealand of May 1999 
and the 2004 Action Plan “Priorities for Future Cooperation”. 

The Framework Agreement for Commercial and Economic Cooperation between the European 
Community and Canada of 1976, the Declaration on European Community-Canada relations of 
1990, the EU-Canada joint action plan of 1996 and the EU-Canada Partnership Agenda of 2004. 

Communication from the Commission to the Council and the European Parliament ‘The European 
Union, Hong Kong and Macao: possibilities for cooperation 2007-2013’, COM (2006) final,  
26.10.2006. 

The 1980 EC-ASEAN agreement is the legal basis for EC-Singapore cooperation. 
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ANNEX 7 - RECENT INTERVENTIONS BASED ON THE PREVIOUS LEGAL BASE 

In the past, cooperation activities with industrialised countries and high-income countries/territories 
have focused on the six countries covered by Council Regulation (EC) No 382/200110: the USA, 
Canada, Japan, South Korea, Australia, and New Zealand. 

In addition, some cooperation activities have been conducted with countries of the Gulf 
Cooperation Council under the framework of Council Regulation (EEC) No 443/1992 (“the ALA 
Regulation”).11 

There was no legal basis for budget-based cooperation activities with newly industrialised countries 
and territories in Asia, as the ALA regulation focused on developing countries.  

The main activities carried out with the six countries covered by Council Regulation (EC) No 
382/2001 are: 

• the establishment and development of a network of 27 EU Centres12 at universities; 

• development of policy research and debate by various think tanks and other organisations in the 
USA and Canada; 

• support for the New Transatlantic Agenda EU-US policy dialogue, the European Union and the 
United States Initiative to Enhance Transatlantic Economic Integration and Growth, and the 
Trade and Investment Enhancement Agreement with Canada; 

• reinforcement of people-to-people links through initiatives such as transatlantic civil society 
dialogues, the EU-Japan year of people-to-people exchanges, and support for pilot projects in the 
field of higher education with Australia and New Zealand; 

• strengthening the presence of European companies in Japan and Korea through two flagship 
programmes: the “Executive Training Programme in Japan and Korea” (a human resource 
development programme targeted at European executives), and the “Gateway to Japan” initiative 
(supporting the participation of European small and medium-sized companies in trade fairs and 
business events). 

The three projects which represent the bulk of financing (EU Centres, the Executive Training 
Programme, and the Gateway) were subject to external evaluations in 200413. The evaluation 
reports found these initiatives effective and relevant; and recommended that they should be 

                                                 
10  Council Regulation (EC) No 382/2001 of 26 February 2001 concerning the implementation of projects 

promoting cooperation and commercial relations between the European Union and the industrialised countries 
of North America, the Far East and Australasia. 

 
11  Council Regulation (EEC) No 443/92 of 25 February 1992 on financial and technical assistance to, and 

economic cooperation with, the developing countries in Asia and Latin America. 
12 15 Centres in the US, 5 in Canada, 2 in Japan, 1 in South Korea, 3 in Australia, 1 in New Zealand. The EU 

Centre network has changed over time (in particular, the network of EU Centres in North America has been 
rationalised). 

13 Evaluation of the Executive training programme and the third Gateway to Japan Campaign – JITEX Expertise 
Technologique et Stratégique – July 2004; Evaluation of the establishment and development of EU Centres – 
The Evaluation Partnership – September 2004. 
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continued and reinforced. The results of the evaluations were taken into account in adjusting the 
programmes in 2005-2006. 

An overview of the past cooperation activities is provided below.  

Budget line 19-05-02 Relations with non-EU OECD countries: period 2003-2006 

 

Breakdown per partner country (and main activities) Instruments Amount (€) 

Cooperation with the USA (main activities: EU Centres, 
public diplomacy, outreach actions, transatlantic dialogue 
activities, small-scale projects and evaluations) (1) 

 

Call for proposals, 
call for tenders, 
grants and 
contracts.  

10,581,230.42

Cooperation with Canada (main activities: EU Centres, 
public diplomacy, academic links) (1) 

Call for proposals, 
call for tenders, 
grants and 
contracts. 

2,556,982.94

Cooperation with Japan and Korea (main activities: EU 
Centres, people-to-people exchanges, Gateway to Japan 
campaign, Executive Training Programme, small-scale 
cooperation projects, evaluations, etc.) 

Call for proposals, 
call for tenders, 
grants and 
contracts. 

49,870,048.93

Cooperation with Australia and New Zealand (EU Centres, 
higher education cooperation projects, small-scale 
cooperation projects, evaluations, etc.) 

Call for proposals, 
call for tenders, 
grants and 
contracts. 

2,641,586

Pilot projects run by DG EAC (Japan, Korea, Australia and 
New Zealand) 

Call for proposals, 
call for tenders, 
grants and 
contracts. 

1,868,254

TOTAL   64,876,516.29

(1) Education cooperation with the US and Canada is implemented and funded separately on the 
basis of specific bilateral cooperation agreements. 

 


