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Nominations of candidates for Oman’s first municipal council elections began 
throughout the country on Saturday. Contestants have until May 30 to file 
nominations, at walis’ offices in their wilayats.

According to the Municipal Election Law issued last year, any Omani citizen, aged 30 
is eligible to stand as a candidate. Members of the State Council and Majlis Ash’shura 
and government employees and security personnel are not allowed to contest.

Wilayats with an Omani population of less than 30,000 will choose two 
representatives, while those with more than 30,000 Omani inhabitants will elect four 
members. 

There will be six elected representatives from wilayats with a local population of 
above 60,000.

Although the date has not been announced yet, the polls are expected to be held 
towards the end of the year.

Employees of govt-owned firms can contest Oman local 
election

Khaleej Times / 24 May 2012

MUSCAT - Election officials have clarified that staff of government-owned firms can 
stand as candidates in the country’s first Municipal Council vote to be held later this 
year. 

They said employees of joint stock companies in the public sector can contest in the 
ballot along with their counterparts in the private sector if they meet the 
requirements laid down in the Municipal Elections Law.

Sayyidah Tamadhur bint Badr Al Busaidi, Director of Election Affairs at the Interior 
Ministry, said the conditions stipulated that the candidate should be an Omani 
enjoying a “good reputation” in his community, aged 30 or above and who has not 
been convicted of a crime.



However, employees of ministries and other government administrative bodies and 
members of the State Council and Majlis Ash’shura are not allowed to contest.

Nomination of candidates began on Saturday and will last until the month-end.  The 
date of election has not yet been announced, but it is widely expected to be held in 
the last quarter of the year.

Sayyidah Tamadhur advised prospective contestants to study the regulations 
carefully before filing their papers.

She said Municipal Councils would enjoy considerable powers, noting that they were 
vested with 30 responsibilities related to public services such as roads, health, 
education and conservation of the environment.

Meanwhile, Chairman of the State Council Dr Yahya bin Mahfoudh Al Mantheri said 
Municipal Councils had a key role in promoting public participation in the social and 
economic development of the country.

Addressing members of the council during a session on Tuesday, he said the 
elections would give a “further boost to the democratic process in Oman, also noting 
that the sultanate had undergone a new phase of reforms that “continues to gather 
momentum.”

“Oman is steadily moving towards a model of governance where the participation of 
people has been increasing progressively,” Mantheri said, pointing out that citizens 
were now taking part in the management of public affairs in a bigger way.

“The decision to hold municipal elections, therefore, will definitely boost the 
democratic process in the country· The elections will promote the values of 
partnership in governance upon which is based the modern state of Oman,” he 
added.

He called upon all citizens and candidates to actively participate in the vote.”


