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Delegation of European Parliament’s Subcommittee on Human Rights, composed of Inese Vaidere, Chair of 
the Delegation (EPP/Latvia), Laima Andrikienė (EPP/Lithuania), Richard Howitt (S&D/United Kingdom) and 
Nikki Sinclaire (Non-Attached/United Kingdom) conducted a two-day visit to Bahrain on 19-20 December.  

The Delegation arrived in the country to engage with Bahraini interlocutors in an open and constructive
spirit. The visit included meetings with high level representatives of both chambers of the Bahraini 
Parliament, several senior government ministers, political societies, and various civil society groups. The 
MEPs heard testimonies of human rights defenders, victims of human rights violations, including teachers 
and doctors, and visited Jau Prison and met with Abdulhadi al-Khawaja, Nabeel Rajab and Ibrahim Sharif in 
order to monitor their detention conditions. The Delegation acknowledges the willingness of all Bahraini 
interlocutors to engage in an open and frank discussion on the human rights situation and the future of 
Bahrain.

Recalling the position taken by the European Parliament in 2011, the Delegation considers the GCC and its 
Member States strategic partners of the European Union and wishes that political dialogue as well 
economic and cultural co-operation will be further developed on that basis. Regarding the reform process 
in Bahrain, the EU should allocate appropriate resources to facilitate EU-Bahraini co-operation in the 
judicial sector and in law enforcement, including capacity building and training aimed at increasing human 
rights awareness and professionalism. 

Following the meetings, the Members of the Delegation

1. Encourage all social and political forces in Bahrain to embark on a genuine, inclusive and peaceful 
national dialogue process in good faith, which requires a combination of moderation and concrete 
confidence building steps to bridge the gulf between Bahraini communities created by the 
polarisation of the political climate, suspicion, lack of trust and violence;

2. Call on all Bahrainis  to renounce violence and work constructively for the best of the country;
3. Recognise the legitimate right of Bahraini citizens to express their opinions freely, organise

gatherings and demonstrate peacefully; underline the importance of pluralism in the media as well 
as free expression through social media; call for full access of international NGOs and journalists to 
the country;

4. Consider the next parliamentary elections as a crucial part of national reconciliation process and 
encourage efforts to guarantee a free and fair election system well in time before the 2014 general 
election;



5. Note the Bahraini government efforts to reform the penal code and the law of criminal procedure; 
encourages the government to complete the processes of separating the public prosecution from 
the Ministry of Interior and the judiciary from the Ministry of Justice;

6. Call for the release of all prisoners of conscience as an essential step towards creating an 
atmosphere where a genuine national dialogue can take place; and in the same spirit, call on the 
Bahraini authorities ensure that the 31 Bahrainis whose citizenship was withdrawn can appeal the 
decision in a court;

7. Consider that accountability for past violations is a key element on the path towards justice and 
genuine reconciliation, which are necessary elements for social stability; strongly support, 
therefore, the recommendations of the Bahraini Independent Commission of Inquiry (BICI), 
endorsed by King Hamad and his Government; and call for a timeframe to be set to ensure their full
implementation;

8. Express the view that medical staff should not be subjected to judicial harassment and 
imprisonment only because they were exercising their duties and provided emergency medical 
attention to injured demonstrators in 2011; call on the Bahraini authorities to protect the human 
rights of teachers and students and enable their return to work;

9. Encourage anti-corruption measures at all levels;
10. Recognise the necessity of achieving clear and unified accountability structures in the security 

sector as a means to improve human rights situation in Bahrain; recognise the need to build 
confidence so that victims of torture report complaints and to ensure accountability, transparency 
and justice for victims of police misconduct; in this context, welcome the establishment of the 
office of Ombudsman and stress the importance of its independence;

11. Endorse the recommendations of the United Nations Universal Periodic Review process, and call on 
the Government to give political priority and allocate necessary resources to ensure adequate and 
timely follow-up; and call on the Bahraini Government to improve human rights protection and 
ratify international human rights conventions, such as the optional protocol of the Convention 
against Torture and other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, the optional 
protocols of the International Covenant for Civil and Political Rights and the International 
Convention against Enforced Disappearances;

12. Support and encourage the co-operation between the UN Office of the High Commissioner for 
Human Rights and the National Human Rights Institution (NHRI) of Bahrain, and recommend 
further strengthening of the NHRI on the basis of Paris Principles of pluralism and independence; 
strongly support the NHRI in its function to monitor and protect the human rights of all Bahrainis, 
but remain convinced of the necessity of ensuring operational freedom of human rights defenders 
and organisations to achieve that;

13. Welcome the progressive stance taken by the Bahraini Government regarding many aspects of the 
position of women in Bahraini society.


