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MINUTES
of the meeting of 25 January 2011, from 17h30 to 18h30

Brussels

The meeting opened at 17h34 on Tuesday, 25 January 2011, with Paul Rübig in the chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 457.381)

The draft agenda was adopted.

2. Approval of the minutes of the meeting of 9 November 2010 (PE 451.240) 

The minutes of the meeting on 9 November 2010 were approved.

3. Chair’s announcements

The Chair presented excuses on behalf of Ms Angelika Niebler (Chair of the Delegation) who 
could not attend the meeting due to an urgent commitment.

4. Exchange of views on the Delegation's future activities 

The Chair informed the members that a high level delegation, composed of Speakers from the 
Parliaments from the GCC countries, was supposed to visit the European Parliament on 1 and 
2 February and have meetings with President Jerzy Buzek as well as with the AFET and D-
ARP members. However, the visit was postponed for a date that will be communicated in due 
time.
Similarly, the visit to Brussels of Her Excellency, Sheikha Lubna Bint Khalid Al Qasimi, 
Minister of Trade of the United Arab Emirates, was in preparation for the 2 February, but was 



PE457.388v01-00 2/6 PV\855646EN.doc

EN

cancelled at last minute.

Mr. Rubig regretted the cancellation of those two visits, which would have enabled deep
exchange of views on the relations between the EU and the GCC at a time when the EP is 
considering its own initiative report on that topic. Under those circumstances, the delegation's 
visits to Oman and the UAE gain in importance, as they would allow such exchanges of views 
to take place on site.
The Chair also informed the participants on the visit to the EP of the Yemeni 
Foreign Minister, Mr. Abu-Bakr Al-Qirbi. Due to the EP Plenary session on 2 - 3 February, a 
formal meeting with the Delegation for Relations with the Arab Peninsula could not be 
organised. However, an informal meeting with Ms. Niebler and Mr. Albertini (AFET Chair) 
was scheduled for Thursday, 3 February, in the morning. 

Referring to the upcoming visits to Oman and the United Arab Emirates, from 20 to 25 
February 2011, the Chair informed the participants on the composition of the working group 
which will be travelling, according to the designations by the respective political groups: 

EPP: Ms. Angelika NIEBLER, DARP Chair, Mr. Paul RÜBIG, Ms. Tokia SAÏFI
S&D: Mr. Bogusław LIBERADZKI, Ms. Jutta STEINRUCK
ALDE: Mr. Holger KRAHMER
ECR: Mr. Jacek WLOSOWICZ
NI: Mr. Slavi BINEV

Since the visit to Oman had been cancelled by the Omani side and re-introduced in the 
programme subsequent to the postponement of the visit of the GCC Parliaments' speakers, the 
Chair asked Ms. Dhikrayat Al-Zakwani, first secretary of the Omani Embassy in Brussels to 
confirm the visit. Ms. Al-Zakwani informed the participants that, though telephonic 
confirmation was received from Muscat, the formal communication was still to come.
Mr. Rubig reiterated the delegation's consent on upgrading the EU's relations with the GCC 
countries and the importance of opening EU delegations in each of the six GCC members, in 
order to better promote mutual interests.

Mr. Fox suggested that the EU Trade Commissioner, or a representative, should be invited at 
one of the future meetings of the delegation, in order to give a full account on the state of play 
of the FTA negotiations and on the issues at stake.

5. Any other business

6. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting will be held on 16 February 2011 in Strasbourg. The meeting will be mainly 
devoted to the preparation of the Delegation's visit to the region.

The meeting closed at 18h00.
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