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MINUTES
of the meeting of 9 October 2012, from 17.30 to 18.30
Brussels

The meeting opened at 17.40 on Tuesday, 9 October 2012, with Angelika Niebler (Chair) in
the chair.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda (PE 495.773)

Draft agenda was adopted.

2. Adoption of the minutes of the meeting of 18 September 2012 (PE 495.772)
Minutes were adopted.
3. Chair’s announcements

First of all, Mrs Niebler recalled the recent visit of a GCC Delegation; many DARP members
assisted to this visit. There had been an excellent discussion.

She affirmed EP is aware of the fact that the situation is difficult in this post Arab Spring
period. In all situations, the institution promotes open dialogue and defends acquired

fundamental values, which are Democracy and Human Rights protection.

Then, Mrs Niebler gave the floor to Mrs Hamidallah.
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4. Exchange of views on the human rights situation in the Arab Peninsula with Mrs.
Amal Hamidallah, Director of "Bridging the Gulf"" Foundation for Human security
in the Gulf region

Mrs Hamidallah started by describing the "Bridging the Gulf" Foundation, which is not an
advocacy group, it is a group that rather educates a defined set of target groups to gradually
achieve knowledge of and promotion of Human Rights, by using a step-by-step approach.

Its goal is to reinforce civil society, build connections between GCC and Europe, promote the
peaceful living in the area, etc. BtG is active also in the field of election monitoring and
women empowerment. For example, they monitored recent parliamentary elections in
Kuwait: these elections were fair and transparent.

Moreover, many concrete steps towards gender equality were achieved in the region. For
example, in Oman and Kuwait the number of women politicians is growing, and some women
were appointed as judges. In Saudi Arabia women acceded to the profession of advocate, they
will soon have access to the Saudi Parliament, they are now allowed to be part of the Olympic
team, and so on.

There has been some progress in promoting European foreign direct investment in the Gulf
region.

Unfortunately, there are also cases of destabilising situations, especially the Bahraini one. It
would be important that all parties now sit around a table and negotiate a peaceful solution,
maybe based on the Crown Prince's peace plan.

There are cases of prisoners for their political activity; Mrs Hamidallah specifically
mentioned UAE. And added that, however, what the region needs is not criticism, but a
greater degree of understanding of complex situations from Europe. "No one is for radical
revolutions, all are for constructive change", she pointed out.

Debate with members followed.

Mrs Niebler stated that maybe EP can help in the case of a BtG colleague imprisoned in UAE.
As a matter of fact, the EP Delegation visited UAE and had constructive dialogue with several
local political actors.

Mr Fox asked the guest to explore realistic dialogue possibilities in Bahrain and to tell how
much the protests are conditioned / fomented by external powers (Iran).

Mr Krahmer said he was surprised to learn there is unrest in Kuwait, which is considered the
most democratic country in the region and asked Mrs Hamidallah to depict the possible
consequences of this unrest to the neighbouring countries.

Mr Cancian followed the MENA region situation closely. He spoke about the complexity of
the Syrian situation, about the positive - removing dictators - and negative - Islamization -
consequences of the Arab Spring; eventually he asked the guest to suggest possible EU
political strategies in the Middle East complex situation.
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Mrs Hamidallah answered first of all on Bahrain. She said she does not know who is more
serious and ready to pursue a dialogue, and who less. However, it can be said that the peace
initiative of the Crown Prince is very serious. Difficult to say why there is a delay in the
implementation of this initiative, and who has interest in delaying it. In general, she pointed
out that the language of war, aimed at the promotion of a country or institution's specific
interest, is harmful to everybody. Concerning Syria, international institutions should take their
responsibilities in trying to find a real solution, not conditioned by egoistic interests.
Otherwise we will fail as humanity, exactly as the Society of the Nations failed before World
War II. What the GCC needs today is the promotion of a frank and committed partnership
with Europe, based on dialogue and cooperation, not shaming and blaming. Reforms in these
countries are gradual, they proceed step by step, and this is the only way not to generate
further tensions and conflicts. So GCC needs constructive help, a Partnership Agreement
GCC-EU would be extremely useful in this regard. She also suggested that the Arab Spring,
according to some, represents the real decolonization of the Arab countries. It should be seen
as an opportunity, not as a threat.

Mrs Niebler added that actually DARP is promoting exactly the kind of dialogue and
cooperation Mrs Hamidallah is suggesting. She also mentioned that Turkey is an important
partner with whom to enhance dialogue. She esteems that the Delegation visit to Bahrain,
foreseen for next year, is going to be very important, since DARP is going to deal with issues
which potentially affect also other countries in the region. The Chair underlined that EP is
specially committed to defend Rights of Women.

H.E. Mr Al-Doseri, Bahraini Ambassador, said that it is really important EU tries to put
everybody together in Bahrain in order to dialogue constructively. What happened in Bahrain
could happen elsewhere, since GCC is a homogeneous macro-region with similar population
structure and problems. He added DARP is most welcome in Bahrain!

H.E. Mr Trad, the Ambassador of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, is very grateful to the BtG
association for its activity in bridging the GCC region to the EU. He said Saudi Arabia knows
it is living in the 21 century, they are in favour of Human Rights and of Women Rights, and
they are trying to promote them, even if sometimes it takes longer than elsewhere. However,
EU must also respect diversity. What Saudi Arabia wishes from Europe is help with wise
advices and exchanges of good practices, not pushing and criticizing. After all, KSA is a
major energy supplier of the EU and the cradle of Islam! He added that his country is always
ready to accept advice and wishes to reinforce ties with the EU.

Mrs Corazza Bildt added that unfortunately we are not assisting to a step-by-step progress,
but often to a setback. She said EP is trying to understand, to respect other ways of thinking,
to adapt to local customs and habits, but there are some issues which can simply not be
overlooked, such as:

e Bloggers put in prison;

e People often do not have fair trials;

e Women, who serve in domestic services, do not have any legal status; they are treated
like slaves!

"How far will you go in the name of state security?" she asked. She added that GCC region is
all part of the UN, so it must be committed to respect fundamental Human Rights. She
exhorted GCC partners not to always put a wall when discussing such sensitive topics.
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Mr Busini from the EEAS said it is clear that more dialogue and cooperation is needed. This
was stressed also during a ministerial meeting in June, in which a step further was proposed.
EEAS focuses on vibrant and vital civil society in the Gulf region. In this context, a Joint
Action Plan 2010 - 2013 was prepared and implemented. Its goal is exactly to strengthen local
civil societies and the relations between GCC and EU. There are projects based on this plan.
However, Mr Busini expressed concern, because the Konrad Adenauer Stiftung was
responsible to implement some of those plans, together with other actors, but was expelled
from the UAE.

The last reply was from Mrs Hamidallah to Mrs Corazza Bildt. She said she does not like the
rhetoric speaking about "us" versus "them". She is Arab and Muslim and thinks that there
should be no opposition between the entities, since we are all people. What is needed, instead,

is a cultural battle based on improving education, and education exchange programs with the
European Union for many Arab students.

5. Any other business

Mrs Niebler reminded the Bahraini Ambassador that the tentative dates for the IPM EU-
Bahrain are from 29 April to 1 May 2012.

6. Date and place of next meeting

The next DARP meeting will be held in Brussels on November 28, 2012, from 17:30 to
18:30.

The meeting closed at 18:42.
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