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MINUTES
of the meeting of 20 February 2013, from 17.30 to 18.30

Brussels

The meeting opened at 17.35 on Wednesday, 20 February 2013, with Angelika Niebler 
(Chair) in the chair.

1. Adoption of the draft agenda (PE 495.814)

The draft agenda was adopted without modification.

2. Adoption of the minutes of the meetings of 23 January 2013 (PE 495.812)

The minutes of the meeting of 23 January 2013 were approved with one modification.

3. Chair’s announcements

The Chair welcomed a group of visitors from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom 
of Saudi Arabia. With a view to the planned working group visit to the Kingdom of Bahrain 
from 29 April to 1 May 2013, she informed that the second National Dialogue in Bahrain had 
started on 10 February 2013 and expressed her hope that this dialogue would contribute to 
solve the political and socio-economic tensions in the country. 

4. Exchange of views on the humanitarian situation in Yemen with Mrs Sophie 
Vanhaeverbeke, Team leader for the occupied Palestinian Territory, Lebanon and 
Yemen, European Community Humanitarian Office (ECHO) 

The Chair recalled that Yemen was the poorest country on the Arab Peninsula, which was 
suffering from a severe food crisis, displacements resulting from internal conflicts, and an 
immense influx of refugees from the Horn of Africa. She invited Mrs Vanhaeverbeke to 
present the EU humanitarian action which has been put in place to remedy this situation.
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Mrs Vanhaeverbeke (EEAS) stated that Yemen was going through a two-year transition 
which should lead to a new constitution and to elections in February 2014. In spite of the 
progress achieved since the revolution of 2011, the country is facing many challenges. The 
transition process is lacking behind and the National Dialogue is finally scheduled to start on 
18 March 2013. Yet, the lack of trust among the different parties remains a major challenge 
for its success. As far as security is concerned, the situation continues to be very fragile in 
several parts of Yemen. Internal conflicts led to casualties and displacement of population. 
Yemen faces severe economic challenges and is one of the poorest countries in the world. A 
large part of the population suffers from malnutrition, and there are high numbers of refugees, 
many of whom are victims of crime and human trafficking. 

The United Nations launched the 'Yemen Humanitarian Response Plan' which includes 
emergency operations, early recovery and development projects linked to poverty alleviation.  
It seeks 716 million USD for 2013, which represents a 22% increase compared to 2012. The 
European Community Humanitarian Office (ECHO) has programmed 33 million Euros for 
Yemen for 2013, which will above all be used to tackle malnutrition in the coastal areas and 
to help displaced persons in the northern and southern parts of the country. Mrs 
Vanhaeverbeke emphasized that strong coordination among all the donors is essential in terms 
of priority setting, implementation and monitoring. 

There are several challenges for humanitarian assistance in Yemen. Due to security problems 
such as kidnapping of foreigners, the most affected areas often cannot be reached. The access 
to the Houthi-controlled area is difficult, and therefore, the humanitarian focus has drastically 
shifted from the North to the South of the country, although both areas should have 
international attention. Many humanitarian agencies which are present in Yemen have 
difficulties in getting visas for their staff. Furthermore, the local capacity is very weak and 
needs to be strengthened. 

Mrs Vanhaeverbeke informed Members that representatives of the European Community 
Humanitarian Office visited the Abyan Governorate in Yemen in January 2013. She reported 
that many displaced persons had already returned to their homes but several towns have been 
damaged during the conflict. Several areas still require demining and mine risk education. 
Although economic activities are taken up again, much remains to be done, both concerning 
humanitarian intervention but also measures that improve law and order as well as 
infrastructure. 

Members asked with which other organisations the EU was cooperating regarding its 
humanitarian assistance to Yemen, in which ways the other countries of the Arab Peninsula 
supported Yemen (Garcés Ramón), if the humanitarian assistance really arrived where it was 
most urgently needed and if the national dialogue was representative (Krahmer).    

Mrs Vanhaeverbeke explained that the EU was cooperating with several organisations such as 
the UN Refugee Agency (UNHCR), UNICEF, the International Committee of the Red Cross, 
OXFAM, Médecins du Monde, Save the Children, and Action Contre la Faim. According to 
her, the aid programmes do in general reach the population in need, but not all areas are
accessible. While humanitarian assistance aims to alleviate the suffering, it does not tackle the 
origin. Therefore, ECHO closely cooperates with the European External Action Service and 
the European Commission's Directorate General for Development and Cooperation in order to 
link humanitarian assistance with development policies. As far as the support of the other 
countries of the Arab Peninsula is concerned, she stated that Saudi Arabia was a major 
funding actor in the region.  
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Willem Brinkmann (EEAS) informed that the "Friends of Yemen" group would meet on 7 
March 2013 in London. He stated that the National Dialogue seemed to be inclusive but that it 
was difficult to know who was really independent. 

H.E. Mr. Faisal H. Trad, Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary Ambassador of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia, thanked the Chair for having welcomed the group of visitors from the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

5. Any other business

None. 

6. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting will take place in Brussels on 26 March 2013.

The meeting closed at 18.30.
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