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MINUTES
of the meeting of 14 June 2011, from 17:30 to 18:30
Brussels

The meeting opened at 17:35 on Tuesday, 14 June 2011, with Werner Langen, (Chair) in the
chair.

1. Adoption of draft agenda (PE 465.336)
The draft agenda was adopted without modification.

2. Adoption of minutes of the meeting of 19 April 2011 (PE 460.122)
The draft minutes were adopted without modification.

3. Chairman's announcements

The Chairman informed Members that the general elections in Thailand would take
place 3 July 2011, and that the new Thai parliament would be constituted at the
beginning of August 2011. The Chairman reminded that an official visit to Thailand is
planned on 31 October to 4 November 2011 to establish contact with the new
parliament and government.
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Exchange of views with Dr Kristalina Georgieva, Commissioner for International
Cooperation, humanitarian Aid and Crisis Response, on humanitarian and
disaster relief activities in Southeast Asia

Commissioner Dr Kristalina Georgieva presented her proposals to reinforce the
European Union's capacity to act on civil protection and humanitarian assistance with
the aim of improving the EU's disaster response. The European Parliament's
Committee on Development is currently examining these proposals.

Chairman Werner Langen reminded Members that the ASEAN region has been hit
seriously by a number of natural disasters over the past few years and that the
European Union has been very active in providing help, one major example being the
reconstruction efforts in Aceh (Indonesia) following the tsunami disaster in December
2004.

The Commissioner also briefed Members on her recent visit to the Burmese refugee
camps in Thailand, ahead of the planned visit of the European Parliament's ASEAN
Delegation to Bangkok in November 2011, and underlined that these camps are no
temporary problem, but a humanitarian challenge that requires a more development-
oriented approach.

Following Members participated in the exchange of views: Tarabella, Belet, Girling,
Weiler and the Chairman.

Any other business
No observations
Date and place of next meeting

To be advised shortly.

The meeting closed at 18:35.
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