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Introduction
The Working Group (WG) of the Delegation for relations with the countries of 
Central America (DCAM) which visited Nicaragua and El Salvador from 28 October 
to 1 November 2013 was led by the delegation Chair, Emine Bozkurt (S&D, NL), and 
included MEPs Carlos Iturgaiz Angulo (Vice-President of DCAM, PPE, ES), Pilar 
Ayuso (PPE, ES), Inés Ayala Sender (S&D, ES) and Willy Meyer (GUE/NGL, ES).

The WG was assisted at all times by József Blaszauer and Nekane Azpiri 
Lejardi,representing Parliament’s Secretariat, and by Frank van den Boogaard and 
Petra Van Eynde-Neutens, interpreters.

The visit was especially relevant as it coincided with the entry into force of the trade 
pillar of the EU-Central America Association Agreement (AA) with Nicaragua1, on 
1 August 2013, and with El Salvador2, on 1 October 2013, i.e. a very short time 
before the visit. It gave the visiting MEPs an opportunity to enquire about the 
expectations of the AA in both countries, and to send a clear signal of Parliament’s
keen interest in seeing it come into force in its entirety (including all three pillars) and 
as soon as possible, so that a privileged political partnership may be established based
– above all – on respect for, and the promotion of, democracy, peace, human rights, 
the rule of law, good governance and sustainable development.

In addition, in Nicaragua, the visit – coming two and a half years after the latest visit 
by a DCAM WG (in February 2011), and two years after the country’s last 
presidential elections (in November 2011) – enabled the MEPs to enquire about the 
current political situation and the state of democracy, rule of law and human rights. 
On several occasions during the meetings, the MEPs also took the opportunity to raise 
the issue of the plans to construct an interoceanic canal in Nicaragua.

The visit to El Salvador was also very timely as it took place just a couple of months 
prior to the upcoming presidential elections. The last visit by a DCAM WG (in July 
2010) took place just over a year after the entry into office of the government of 
President Mauricio Funes, so this visit gave the opportunity to take stock of what the
Funes administration has achieved, and to consider the plans for the country’s future 
as described in the programmes of the major political parties and by the vice-
presidential candidates in the elections.

The issue of regional integration was also addressed at many of the meetings held, 
reflecting the difficulties encountered in consolidating this process in the region. 

As the WG arrived in Nicaragua just a few weeks after the visit to Central America of 
EU Commissioner for Development Andris Piebalgs3, the topic of EU development 
cooperation was a recurring element in discussions with both the Nicaraguan and the 
Salvadoran authorities. Between 2007 and 2013, the EU provided EUR 214 million in 
bilateral support to Nicaragua and EUR 121 million to El Salvador. During the 2014-
2020 period, EU support to Nicaragua and El Salvador will amount to approximately 
                                               
1 Together with Panama and Honduras.
2 Together with Costa Rica.
3 Commissioner Piebalgs visited Nicaragua, El Salvador and Guatemala between 5 and 9 October 
2013.
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EUR 204 million4 and EUR 149 million5 respectively. The overall support to Central 
America for 2014-2020 is expected to increase to approximately EUR 900 million, 
and to be focused on the following three areas: i) regional economic integration;
ii) security and the rule of law; and iii) disaster management and climate change.

The visit took place in a context of political tensions fuelled by territorial conflicts
between Nicaragua and Costa Rica, between Nicaragua and Colombia and between El 
Salvador and Honduras6.

The WG concluded the visit in each country by holding a press conference, of which 
the one held in Managua was particularly well attended.

Finally, it needs to be stressed that by combining the visits to two countries, instead of 
arranging separate visits to each, and by keeping to a limited language regime 
(providing only Dutch-Spanish interpretation), Parliament was able to make
considerable savings.

The 2012 EU-Central America Association Agreement and the 2003 Political 
Dialogue and Cooperation Agreement
Negotiations for an Association Agreement between the EU and Central America 
began in June 2007 and were concluded in May 2010. The AA, the first region-to-
region agreement concluded by the EU, was signed on 29 June 2012 in Tegucigalpa 
(Honduras). Parliament gave its consent to the AA – by a very large majority – on 11 
December 20128. The trade provisions of the agreement entered into force on 
1 August 2013 as regards Nicaragua and on 1 October 2013 as regards El Salvador7.

The Association Agreement, the most ambitious partnership instrument which the EU 
has at its disposal, constitutes an important step towards the strengthening of bilateral 
relations between the EU and Central America. Far from being a mere free trade 
agreement (FTA), it consists of three pillars (political dialogue, cooperation and trade) 
which provide a framework for broad and comprehensive relations. The agreement 
also aims to strengthen regional economic integration in Central America, and should 
have a positive effect also on the political integration and stability of the whole 
region.

While the agreement with the EU is, in a manner of speaking, a ticket to preferential 
access to EU markets, it is important that Central American governments invest as 
well in competitiveness, technology and education, so that the agreement can have a 
significant pulling effect on their national economies and, thereby, stimulate social 
change.

In the meetings it was recognised that the ball is now in the EU’s court, as most of the 
Member States’ parliaments have yet to ratify certain parts of the AA – including the 
                                               
4 Focusing on education, economic and trade development, and adaptation to climate change.
5 Main areas of intervention: social services for young people, private sector development and fight 
against climate change.
6 The visit was held some three weeks prior to the Honduran general elections.
8 With 557 votes in favour, 100 against and 21 abstentions.
7 The last country as regards to which the trade provisions of the Agreement entered into force was 
Guatemala, as of 1 December 2013.
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institutional, political and cooperation provisions – and until this is done the 
agreement cannot enter into force in its entirety. Members of the WG have insisted on 
the need to complete this exercise as soon as possible so that all the potentialities of 
the agreement may be fully exploited. In particular, the Joint Parliamentary 
Committee (officially named the Association Parliamentary Committee) – composed 
of MEPs and of members of the Central American Parliament (Parlacen) and the 
Costa Rican Legislative Assembly8 – could start its work of monitoring the 
implementation of the agreement.

Pending ratification of the AA, the Political Dialogue and Cooperation Agreement
(PDCA), signed in December 2003 by the EU and Central American countries, could 
serve as a stopgap by reinforcing cooperation and political dialogue between the two 
regions, but, unfortunately, this accord is also still pending ratification by the EU. 
Parliament has recently begun preparatory work to give its consent, again, to the 
PDCA, as obliged following the entry into force of the Lisbon Treaty. Members 
expressed their hope that the PDCA will be effective before the next European 
elections (May 2014) and that the Association Agreement will soon be ratified by all 
EU Member States.

I. NICARAGUA
A. Political situation
In the November 2011 national elections, President Daniel Ortega was re-elected with 
a huge majority (62.5 % of the vote) and the ruling Sandinista Front for National 
Liberation (FSLN9) won a two-thirds majority in the National Assembly. This re-
election was highly controversial as the Nicaraguan constitution explicitly bans 
immediate re-election as well as re-election to a third presidential term (Mr Ortega 
carried the 1984, 2006 and 2011 elections). Overall, at the end of his current term in 
January 2017, Daniel Ortega will have served as Nicaragua’s president for almost 
20 years.

Parliament has on several occasions condemned the regression of democracy in 
Nicaragua. In particular, it has expressed its concern over the lack of independence of 
state institutions, especially the judiciary and the courts, the Supreme Court of Justice 
and the Supreme Electoral Council (CSE). The recent decision by the CSE to expel 
from the National Assembly a member who had defected from the Sandinista group to
join the opposition was an issue of particular concern for several Members of the WG.

The current FSLN government is in many ways different from the Sandinista regime 
of the 1980s. Its relationship with the private sector has improved, and relations with 
the Catholic Church have changed dramatically. The party has adopted Christianity as 
one of its ideological pillars, defining the Sandinista project as a ‘Christian, socialist 
and solidarity model’. The government’s economic policy is pragmatic and orthodox
– there has been no attempt to go back to the 1980s ‘mixed economy’. A determining 
factor behind the consolidation of the FSLN’s power has been the government’s 
social policies, which have improved the living conditions of many poor people by 

                                               
8 Costa Rica does not form part of Parlacen.
9 Frente Sandinista de Liberación Nacional.
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making considerable inroads in reducing poverty, especially among the extremely
poor.

With opposition parties divided and failing to present coherent alternatives, with the 
country enjoying healthy economic growth, and with social programmes that benefit 
important parts of the population and enjoy broad support, since 2006 the FSLN under 
the leadership of Daniel Ortega has consolidated its power to the point that there 
appears to be no viable alternative to the Sandinista government.

B. Economy and Trade

Overall, the economy has registered robust growth figures over the last decade, based 
on growing export, increasing inflows of foreign investment and prudent 
macroeconomic and fiscal policies. The economy has recovered from the setback in 
2009 engendered by the international financial and economic crisis, with growth rates 
reaching 3.5-5.5 % in the past couple of years.

Export growth has been an important part of the Nicaraguan Government’s 
development strategy, and foreign trade has been liberalised. The trade deficit has 
more than doubled in response to very strong growth in imports, partially 
compensated by increased remittances from Nicaraguan migrant workers. Inflows of 
foreign direct investment have also increased considerably in recent years. However, 
the Nicaraguan economy remains the smallest in Latin America, and one of the most 
vulnerable in the region, with the Western Hemisphere’s second lowest level of GDP 
per capita (after Haiti). Given its small domestic market and weak industrial base, 
Nicaragua is highly dependent on imports, of oil in particular but also of many food 
items. This has often led to high inflation rates (reaching 10-20 % in 2005-2009) that 
have dampened the positive effects of economic growth.

C. The interoceanic canal project
In September 2012 the Nicaraguan Government signed an agreement with the HKND 
Group, a Hong Kong-based company, in which the company agrees to finance and 
build a new, inter-oceanic canal connecting the Atlantic and the Pacific oceans 
through Nicaraguan territory. On 13 June 2013, only a few months before the DCAM 
WG visit, the National Assembly passed the legislation necessary to give the Chinese 
consortium a 50-year renewable concession to develop and manage the canal. Valued 
at up to USD 40 billion, this would be the largest investment project by far in 
Nicaragua’s history. An investment of this size would have an enormous impact on 
the country’s economy by stimulating employment and economic growth to a 
considerable degree. However, the project also raises many uncertainties and has been 
the object of much critique. The recently passed legislation allows the HKND Group 
to petition the State to confiscate any land needed, and Nicaragua can be required to 
compensate the consortium for any legal challenges that delay the canal or cause it to 
lose money. Compensation can be demanded of the State, including through payments 
drawn from the reserves of the Central Bank, under a waiver of Nicaragua’s sovereign 
immunity. Concerns have also been raised about the possible environmental impact of 
the project as the construction could cause profound ecological damage.

D. Foreign policy and territorial disputes
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Nicaragua has strengthened its links with ideologically like-minded countries such as 
Russia, China, Iran and, in particular, Venezuela. At the same time, however, 
Nicaragua is the only member state of the Bolivarian Alliance for the Peoples of Our 
America (ALBA10) to have a free trade agreement with the USA and an association 
agreement with the EU.

Nicaragua has unresolved territorial disputes with Colombia and Costa Rica. On 
19 November 2012 the International Court of Justice ruled on the dispute with 
Colombia regarding conflicting maritime claims in the Caribbean Sea, whereby 
Nicaragua was granted control over large portions of the disputed waters and seabed 
and, consequently, over the fishery and – notably – gas and oil resources concerned. 
While Nicaragua accepted the verdict, Colombia rejected it in strong terms, and 
tensions remain. Similarly, relations with neighbouring Costa Rica are marked by a 
dispute over the San Juan River, which forms the border between the two countries,
and the bilateral relationship remains strained. Colombia and Costa Rica have recently 
denounced Nicaraguan ‘expansionism’ in a letter to the UN Secretary-General Ban 
Ki-moon co-signed by both governments.

Traditionally aid dependent, Nicaragua is receiving more assistance from ‘emerging’
or ‘non-traditional’ donors, among which Venezuela ranks in the forefront, while aid 
from ‘traditional’ donors, such as European countries and Canada, has declined. The 
substantial assistance received from Venezuela has been the key factor behind 
Nicaragua’s successful social programmes.

E. Relations between the EU and Nicaragua
The EU’s relations with Nicaragua have developed in the framework of the San José 
Dialogue, launched in September 1984 as part of the European engagement in 
supporting the peace and democratisation processes in Central America. In December 
2003 the EU and Central American countries signed a Political Dialogue and 
Cooperation Agreement (PDCA), which would reinforce the San José Dialogue and 
introduce new cooperation areas (such as foreign and security policies, conflict 
prevention, human rights, migration and counter terrorism), but the new accord is still 
pending ratification by the EU11.

Negotiations on an Association Agreement began in June 2007 and were concluded in 
May 2010. The AA, the first region-to-region agreement concluded by the EU, was 
signed on 29 June 2012. In a unanimous vote, Nicaragua’s National Assembly ratified 
the EU-Central America Association Agreement on 17 October 2012, the first in
Central America to do so. After Parliament gave its consent to the agreement on 11 
December 2012, the trade provisions of the Agreement entered into force on 1 August 
2013.

II. EL SALVADOR

A. Political situation
                                               
10 Alianza Bolivariana para los Pueblos de Nuestra América.
11 Parliament is expected to give its renewed consent, subsequent to the entry into force of the Lisbon 
Treaty, in one of its next plenary sessions. Once approved by Parliament, the Council should quickly be 
able to act on and ratify the PDCA.
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The election in 2009 of Mauricio Funes, candidate of (though not member of) the 
Farabundo Martí National Liberation Front (FMLN12), put an end to 20 years of 
centre-right governments under the Nationalist Republican Alliance (ARENA13)
party. The rise to power of the former guerrilla movement FMLN marked a decisive 
step forward in the consolidation of democracy in El Salvador.

President Funes’ government has followed a moderate, centrist course, focusing on 
reforms to combat poverty and social inequalities, seeking broad political consensus 
and respecting the market economy and the private sector. 

The most important achievements of President Funes’ government are to be found in 
the social area. They include measures launching educational programmes, enhancing 
access to medical and health services and expanding anti-poverty programmes, as 
well as other measures targeted at specific groups. The government has also 
accomplished a comprehensive tax reform, adopted in December 2011, to increase 
taxes on the highest incomes and on businesses. The additional revenues contribute to 
financing social programmes.

The President has enjoyed considerable public support throughout his term, although 
his relationship with the FMLN has grown distant and has been marked by 
disagreement on various issues, such as certain parts of the government’s economic 
policy and the question of El Salvador’s adhesion to ALBA, which the FMLN
supports.

Mauricio Funes’ government has pursued a more active human rights policy than that 
of his predecessors. It has recognised the state’s responsibility for human rights
violations committed during the course of the country’s civil war, and has apologised 
to the victims. However, there has been limited progress towards addressing impunity 
and prosecuting human rights violators.

In this context, it was brought to the WG’s attention that some three weeks prior to 
the visit the Archbishop of San Salvador abruptly closed the Oficina de Tutela Legal, 
a Catholic Church institution founded in 1982 hosting the historical archives in which 
files for more than 80 % of the human rights violations reported in the country during 
the 1970s and 1980s were kept. These files constituted the cornerstone of the 
investigation conducted by the Truth Commission established by the United Nations 
to investigate and report on human rights abuses during the civil war (1980-1992). On 
20 October 2013, with the Archbishop’s approval and backed up by the police, the 
Attorney General of the Republic entered the Oficina de Tutela Legal. Allegedly, the 
files have not been removed, but this cannot be verified since the country’s new 
Human Rights Ombudsman has not been allowed to enter the premises. The 
Ombudsman, David Morales, has expressed his grave concern over this situation. He 
has declared his support for the victims, and stated that any move by the Attorney 
General to remove the files from the Oficina de Tutela Legal would constitute a new 
violation of human rights, given that the files in question belong to the victims, who 
rely on the impartiality of the Catholic Church and who were encouraged to give their 

                                               
12 Frente Farabundo Martí para la Liberación Nacional.
13 Alianza Republicana Nacionalista.
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testimony on the assurance that their identities and physical safety would be 
protected.

B. Presidential elections in February 2014
The next presidential elections will be held on 2 February 2014 and will be the first 
general elections following the approval in January 2013 of an electoral reform giving 
the right to vote to Salvadoran residents abroad. This change is important, particularly 
because of the significant number of Salvadorans – around two million, although 
some sources suggest up to three million – who live as migrants in the USA. Even if 
only a minority of these migrants cast their vote, their participation could be decisive 
for the outcome of the elections.

The candidate for the governing FMLN party is current Vice-President Salvador 
Sánchez Cerén, who has a popular mayor, Óscar Ortiz, as running mate and candidate 
for the Vice-Presidency. The FMLN pledges to continue the reforms begun by 
Mauricio Funes’ government, aiming at a more inclusive and just economic and social 
model, with higher levels of redistribution and productive growth, respecting the 
balance between public and private interests. It places particular focus on the need to 
continue social programmes, improve the education system, promote food security 
and seek further progress in reducing violence and criminality.

The candidate for the ARENA party is Norman Quijano, the current mayor of San 
Salvador, the capital city. He also speaks in favour of maintaining social programmes 
and of making them more efficient. ARENA highlights the need for structural 
economic reforms in order to boost growth and create more employment.

In addition to the candidates of the two dominant parties, former President Antonio 
Saca (in office 2004-2009) will run as candidate for a centrist alliance, Unidad
(‘Unity’), composed of his own party, the Grand Alliance for National Unity 
(GANA), the National Coalition Party (PCN) and the Christian Democratic Party 
(PDC). His candidacy is the result of splits within the ARENA party, from which he 
was expelled in December 2009, and the three-way race makes it likely that there will 
be a second electoral round, to take place on 9 March 2014.

The 2014 elections may therefore reshape El Salvador’s political landscape 
traditionally dominated by FMLN and ARENA. The next parliamentary elections are 
to be held in March 2015. This means that the President elected in February/March 
2014 will ‘cohabit’ with the current Legislative Assembly for approximately one year.

C. Economy and Trade
Economic growth has been weak since 2000, and particularly since 2010. Weak 
domestic demand, low productivity and investment rates, vulnerability to external 
shocks and the impact of several natural disasters are among the main factors 
hampering the development of the Salvadoran economy. Weak economic growth 
means that poverty has only been reduced slowly. Nevertheless, President Funes’
government has launched several social programmes, and social spending has 
increased significantly.

D. Security and truce between the gangs (maras)
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Perhaps the greatest challenge for Salvadoran society and for the government in 
recent years has been the threats and high levels of violence associated with organised 
crime, in particular drug-trafficking cartels and the violent gangs known as maras. 
Up to 2012, El Salvador had one of the highest murder rates in the world. Indeed, 
with more than 4 000 murders registered in 2009-2011, the estimated homicide rate in 
El Salvador was around 70 per 100 000 inhabitants, the highest rate in Central 
America (and the world) after Honduras. However, violence has diminished 
considerably since a truce was agreed in March 2012 between the two main violent 
gangs, the Mara Salvatrucha (or MS-13) and the Mara 18 (or M-18), under the 
mediation of two facilitators, Bishop Fabio Colindres and Raúl Mijango, both of 
whom the WG met. According to figures provided by the National Police, 2012 saw 
‘only’ 2 576 killings, a reduction of 41 % compared to the previous year and the 
lowest number of homicides for any year since 2003. The descending trend seems to 
have continued in 2013. According to press reports, 1 295 homicides were registered 
by the police during the first seven months of 2013, 438 less than in the same period 
in 2012. This seems mainly to be the result of the truce agreement.

As part of the truce, the gangs have stopped violent actions against each other,
pledged not to recruit children by force or to use violence against women, handed 
over small quantities of weapons and, most importantly, made commitments to start a 
broader ‘peace’ process to make the truce permanent. For its part, the government has 
improved prison conditions and expanded programmes for the rehabilitation and 
reintegration into normal life of former mara members. As part of the continuing 
process of negotiations between the gangs, a ‘peace zone’ plan was launched in 
January 2013. According to the plan, municipalities are to form ‘peace zones’ in 
which the gangs agree to stop all criminal activities in exchange for being able to 
participate in reinsertion programmes. The government is to support these 
municipalities through a special investment scheme.

The truce and the wider peace process it has started are widely seen as a model for 
other countries in the region with similar criminality problems, and are supported by 
international partners, including the Organization of American States (OAS), which 
has assumed the role of ‘guarantor’ of the process while providing technical support 
in order to carry it forward.

However, the truce is far from uncontroversial and does not enjoy broad public 
support, despite the fact that it has reduced the instances of criminal violence. In 
addition to the need to address the root causes of crime, there are doubts as to whether 
the effects of the truce will be lasting. In this regard, sceptics have pointed to a certain 
lack of transparency in the process leading up to and following the March 2012 truce, 
as well as the risks of recognising the gangs as legitimate political actors of sorts and 
of becoming dependent on their initiatives. Other critics have argued that even though 
murder rates have fallen, other forms of crime – such as robberies, extortions, 
kidnappings and other forms of violent crime – have not declined. The WG took note 
of the contradictory circumstance that while the murder count has fallen, the number
of extortions carried out by the gangs has not. As most murder victims were gang 
members, the benefits for ordinary citizens have thus been limited. Some argue that 
the truce mostly benefits the gangs, ensuring better treatment in prisons for convicted 
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gang members and reducing the pressure put on them by law enforcement agencies. It 
has been suggested that the truce could allow the maras to recover and embark on 
new and more sophisticated forms of organised crime.

The WG also took note of the fact that criminal violence has allegedly been on the 
increase in the last couple of months, including in the ‘peace zones’, and of the 
growing political criticism of the truce. On the basis of these observations, the WG 
believes it probable that the issue of the truce could become a main theme in the 
political campaign leading up to the February elections.

E. Foreign policy
Mauricio Funes’ government has not made any notable changes in El Salvador’s 
foreign policy, save for re-establishing formal diplomatic relations with Cuba (as the 
last Latin American government to do so) on 1 June 2009, the same day that Funes 
took office. Good relations with other Central American countries, in the framework 
of regional integration mechanisms, and – outside the region – with the USA have 
remained the priorities of El Salvador’s foreign policy. US President Obama’s visit to 
El Salvador in March 2011 underlined the strength of the two countries’ bilateral 
relations. Central issues in this regard include cooperation to stimulate economic 
growth in El Salvador, address migration and combat drug-trafficking.

F. Relations between the EU and El Salvador
El Salvador’s Legislative Assembly ratified the EU-Central America Association 
Agreement (AA) on 4 July 2013 as the third Central American country to do so.

The Council’s refusal, in the summer of 2013, to complete the EU’s internal legal 
procedures in order to allow the application of the trade pillar of the AA with Costa 
Rica and El Salvador – because of a last minute controversy over geographical 
indicators (GIs) – was very unfortunate, and sent the wrong message to both countries 
and to the whole region. The DCAM, which has on repeated occasions expressed its 
concern, and voiced its criticism, with regard to this situation, was delighted when, at 
the end of September 2013, the Council finally found a solution to this issue, and the 
trade part of the agreement could be applied, as of 1 October, to both Costa Rica and 
El Salvador.

In terms of the Commission’s bilateral development cooperation, the value of EU
support to El Salvador will increase in the 2014-2020 period to EUR 149 million, to 
be compared with the EUR 121 million received between 2007 and 2013. 
Cooperation efforts are to focus on social services for young people, private sector 
development and the fight against climate change.
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III. MEETINGS AND VISITS

A. Meetings and visits held in Nicaragua

1. Working breakfast with H.E. Ambassador Javier Sandomingo Núñez, Head 
of the EU Delegation in Nicaragua
Mr Sandomingo informed the WG of the political, economic and social situation 
in Nicaragua and answered Members’ questions on a number of issues, such as the 
controversial 2011 presidential elections, the waning Venezuelan cooperation
effort, the role of the Church, the importance of the Councils for Citizen Power, 
the country’s external relations, its relations with the EU (including development 
cooperation) and the Association Agreement.

2. Meeting with Santos René Núñez Téllez, President of the National Assembly
Mr Núñez explained the objectives and achievements of the Ortega administration 
in various fields of national policy, in particular as regards environmental 
protection, employment, social housing, development of public transportation, as 
well as in the field of Central American regional integration (increasing the 
freedom of movements of persons, fighting drug trafficking and organised crime, 
reinforcing the Central American Parliament). He also highlighted the 
interoceanic canal project, a multinational investment project currently 
undergoing a technical feasibility study.
Mr Núñez underscored that he shared the wish expressed by the WG to strengthen 
the political dialogue and economic ties between the EU and Central America 
using the tools offered by the Association Agreement, in particular the Joint 
Parliamentary Committee, to be set up in order to monitor the implementation of 
the Agreement.

Following the meeting, a short press meeting was arranged with Ms Bozkurt, 
leader of the WG.

3. Meeting with representatives of the opposition 
The Working Group met with parliamentarians Luis Callejas of the Alianza 
Partido Liberal Independiente (APLI) and Enrique Sáenz of the Movimiento 
Renovador Sandinista (MRS).
Both opposition members were strongly critical of the actions of the Ortega 
administration and of its alleged lack of democratic legitimacy, which they 
identified as being the result of controversial elections, marred by fraud, the 
absence of the rule of law, etc.
They responded to various questions from WG Members addressing, in particular,
the possibility of a joint opposition programme, alleged incidents in the Pantasma
region in the north of the country, and relations with the Church. They deplored 
the fact that some EU countries have strongly decreased or even stopped their 
support for and cooperation with Nicaragua, stressing that the EU plays an
important balancing role in Nicaragua. Both parliamentarians firmly denounced 
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the management of the interoceanic canal project for its lack of transparency, for 
the unfavourable terms of the concession agreed with the Hong Kong-based 
HKND Group and for the absence of an environmental impact assessment.

4. Meeting with representatives of the civil society working on democracy, 
governance and human rights issues
The WG met with Roger Arteaga, President of Hagamos Democracia; Melvin 
Sotelo, Organisational Secretary and Member of the Executive Council of the 
Movement for Nicaragua14; Dr Mauricio Zuñiga, Executive Director of the 
Institute for Development and Democracy (IPADE15); Dr Roberto Courtney,
Executive Director of the Ethics and Transparency Civic Group (EyT16); Uriel 
Pineda, representative of the Nicaraguan Centre for Human Rights (CENIDH17);
and Victor M. Campos Cubas, Executive Director of the Humboldt Centre.

The civil society representatives were highly critical of the political situation (in 
particular as regards the electoral system) and the state of democracy and human 
rights in Nicaragua, notwithstanding the improving economic situation in the 
country.

They deplored the – allegedly increasing – political violence, the militarisation of 
the police forces (for internal security purposes) and the deteriorating relations 
between the government and civil society.
They further criticised the fact that the approximately USD 500 million received 
in support from Venezuela was, allegedly, used for purposes of political 
patronage.

Other topics discussed were civil society’s expectations and criticism of the 
Association Agreement (in particular as regards its provisions on intellectual 
property rights), the judiciary’s lack of independence, and the recent decision by 
the Supreme Electoral Council (CSE) to expel from the National Assembly a 
member who had defected from the Sandinista group and joined the opposition. 
The civil society representatives concluded by strongly criticising the interoceanic 
canal project for its possible environmental impact (in particular on drinking 
water) and for the unbalanced terms of the concession (according to which the 
reserve of the Nicaraguan Central Bank is to serve as state guarantee).

5. Working lunch with the Ambassadors of the EU Member States represented 
in Managua
WG Members shared a working lunch with diplomats from the Member States 
represented in Nicaragua and with Mr Sandomingo, Head of the EU Delegation in 
Managua. They exchanged impressions of the political, economic and social 
situation in the country, and the situation for democratic governance and human 
rights in the context of the decreasing presence of several EU Member States in 

                                               
14 Movimiento por Nicaragua.
15 Instituto para el Desarrollo y la Democracia.
16 Grupo Cívico Ética y Transparencia.
17 Centro Nicaragüense de Derechos Humanos.
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Managua18 as well as their cooperation assistance to Nicaragua.

6. Meeting with Edwin Castro, Head of FSLN bench
The WG met with Edwin Castro, Head of FSLN bench in the National Assembly. 
The main topics discussed were:

– Nicaragua’s economic development and the achievements of the current 
government (in particular in the field of social policy);

– various foreign investment projects in Nicaragua, including the interoceanic 
canal;

– the state of play of and challenges to the Central American integration process;
– expectations regarding the Association Agreement and the weaknesses of the 

Agreement;
– the situation of Nicaraguan civil society and the representativeness of those 

met by the WG;
– relations between the government and the private sector;

– the functioning of the Supreme Electoral Council and the reliability of the 
electoral system.

7. Meeting with political analysts 
The WG met with Edmundo Jarquín, political analyst/economist and presidential 
candidate for MRS in 2006; Alejandro Martinez Cuenca, President of 
International Foundation for Global Economic Challenge (FIDEG19); and Carlos 
Fernando Chamorro, journalist. The main topics discussed were:
– the positive trend in the economy (macroeconomic stability, steady economic 

growth, good relations with the private sector, achievements in formalising the 
employment sector and in poverty reduction, etc.);

– the concentration of power and of the means of communication, weak and 
fragmented opposition, growing corruption, institutional decay, absence of 
checks and balances, etc.;

– fraud at municipal and general elections;

– significantly better public security than in northern neighbouring countries, 
with a trend, however, towards the militarisation of police forces;

– decreasing Venezuelan support to Nicaragua.

8. Cocktail-reception hosted by H.E. Ambassador Javier Sandomingo Nuñez, 
Head of the EU Delegation, with the participation of the private sector
H.E. Ambassador Javier Sandomingo Nuñez hosted a cocktail reception in honour 
of the WG with the participation of a number of representatives from the 
Nicaraguan private sector.

                                               
18 Eight Member States are closing down their embassies.
19 Fundación Internacional para el Desafío Económico Global.
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9. Visit to the forensic laboratory of the National Police
The WG had the opportunity to visit the premises for the project entitled 
‘Strengthening the physical evidence to improve the access to Criminal Justice’20, 
co-financed by the EU and Spain, on the one hand, and by Nicaragua, on the 
other. The project aims to improve access to justice by strengthening judicial 
certainty and to guarantee the use of physical evidence in the provision of criminal 
justice, not only by the National Police, but also by judges, prosecutors and the 
defence, so as to improve the custody chain as a whole.

The cooperation agreement signed in 2011 establishes a total budget of 
EUR 6 132 742 for the project, with an EU contribution of EUR 5 350 000. The 
project is now in the last months of its execution phase, which is to end in July 
2014. Thanks to this EU support, Nicaragua has now one of the most 
technologically advanced forensic laboratories in Central America, which was 
officially inaugurated in August 2013.

The WG was received by High Commissioner Antonia Palacios Navarrete, Head 
of the Crime Lab of the Nicaraguan National Police, and by High Commissioner 
Teodoro Bustamante, Deputy Head of the Crime Lab. During their visit, 
Delegation Members learned about the specialised and high-tech equipment for 
forensic analysis that was provided through the project.

10. Meeting with Samuel Santos López, Minister of Foreign Affairs
At the end of its visit to Nicaragua, the WG held a meeting with Samuel Santos 
López, Minister of Foreign Affairs, followed by a working lunch offered by Mr 
López.
The Minister first expressed his appreciation for the visit of the WG, and the visit
of Commissioner Piebalgs that preceded it, as confirmation of the EU’s continuing 
interest in Central America and, in particular, in Nicaragua. He expressed his 
satisfaction with the first results of the provisional application of the trade 
provisions of the Association Agreement between the EU and Central America, 
which concerned the shipment of 140 000 tons of sugar to Europe, and analysed 
the state of Central American integration. He went on to present the achievements 
of the Ortega administration in the areas of economic policies, social policies, 
public safety, etc.

Other topics discussed included Nicaragua border conflicts of with neighbouring 
countries, the US spying scandal and issues concerning ALBA and Petrocaribe, a 
Caribbean/Venezuelan oil alliance.

B. Meetings and visits held in El Salvador

11. Briefing with H.E. Ambassador Jaume Segura, Head of the EU Delegation in 
San Salvador
Upon arrival of the WG at Comalapa airport, Mr Segura, Head of the EU 

                                               
20 Fortalecimiento de la Evidencia Física para Mejorar el Acceso a la Justicia Penal.
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Delegation in San Salvador, gave the Members a short presentation on the 
political, economic and social situation in El Salvador.

12. Working breakfast with representatives of civil society 
The WG shared a working breakfast with Eva Ekelund, representative of FOCIS 
(International Cooperation Organizations Forum); María Silvia Guillén, Director 
of FESPAD (Foundation for Studies for the Application of the Law); Gustavo 
Amaya, Director of CECADE (Training and Promotion Centre of Democracy);
Ricardo Córdova, Director of FUNDAUNGO (Foundation Dr Guillermo Manuel 
Ungo); and Helga Cuellar, Executive Director of FUSADES (Salvadoran 
Foundation for Economic and Social Development).

The principal concerns expressed by representatives of civil society include the 
following:

– Concerning the Association Agreement between the EU and Central America: 
i) the absence of any serious regulatory framework capable of guaranteeing 
that the Agreement, through its implementation, helps respect human rights, 
protect the environment and ensure sustainable development; ii) the fact that 
asymmetries between the two regions, and between the different economic 
sectors, have been given insufficient attention; iii) the need for civil society to 
monitor the implementation of the Agreement;

– Concerning public security in El Salvador, they considered the ‘iron fist’
policy too repressive and lacking a holistic approach (i.e. one that should 
include local economic development, social inclusion, prevention, etc.);

– Concerning the situation of human rights, they highlighted the role of the 
Ombudsman, the controversial 1993 Amnesty Law, the unresolved issue of 
impunity, and the recent closing of the historical archives (the Oficina de 
Tutela Legal) where the files of more than 80 % of cases of human rights 
violations reported in the country during the 1970s and 1980s are kept. On this 
last issue, the WG expressed its concern and its support for maintaining the 
archives intact and for protecting the identity of the names of the witnesses 
that appear in the documents.

– The need to ensure respect for workers’ rights;
– The issue of weak governance and the lack of independence of state

institutions;
– The vulnerability of El Salvador to natural disasters and climate change.

13. Visit to Izalco prison farm (prison reinsertion farm for female prisoners with 
children), with the participation of Juan Javier Martínez ,Vice-Minister of 
Justice and Security, and Rodil Fernando Hernández Somosa, Director of 
Penitentiary Centres
The WG visited the Izalco prison reinsertion farm for female prisoners with 
children, some 60 km from the capital. Co-financed by the EU, it is one of several 
Salvadoran women’s prisons in the country. Conditions in Salvadoran prisons are 
regarded as being among the worst in the world. The objective of the EU 
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co-financed project is to provide equipment to the Child Development Centre, the 
purpose of which is to ensure that female prisoners with children under five can be 
rehabilitated and reintegrated into Salvadoran society.
Rodil Hernández, Director of Penitentiary Centres, presented a profile of the 
women and children on the prison farm and the objectives and results of the 
project as well as its financing. The EU provides USD 326 503, Taiwan 
USD 433 109, and El Salvador USD 78 167, for a total of some USD 837 780. At 
the time of the visit, about 50 % of the infrastructure work had been completed. 
Mr Hernández also answered Members’ questions regarding production on the 
farm (mainly self-consumption), the waiting list of convicts seeking transfer to the 
farm, the state of the penitentiary system in El Salvador, etc.

14. Working lunch with Ambassadors of EU Member States accredited in El 
Salvador
WG Members shared a working lunch with diplomats from the Member States 
represented in San Salvador and with Mr Segura, Head of the EU Delegation in 
San Salvador. They exchanged impressions of the political, economic and social 
situation in the country, and the situation for democratic governance and human
rights in El Salvador in the context of the forthcoming presidential elections, as 
well as of the Central American regional integration process and the opportunities 
offered by the three pillars of the Association Agreement (political dialogue, 
cooperation and trade).

15. Meeting with Bishop Fabio Colindres and Raúl Mijango, facilitators for the 
truce between the gangs (maras), and with Antonio Cabrales and Paulo 
Lüers, leaders of the Humanitarian Foundation
The discussion with the facilitators for the truce between the maras, and with the 
leaders of the Humanitarian Foundation, focused on the root causes of the culture 
of violence and gangs in El Salvador, the failure of the iron-fist policy to fight this 
phenomenon and the promising results of the truce between the gangs in terms of 
the dramatic decrease in the number of murders (from 14 to 4-5 murders per day). 
Moreover, eleven violence-free municipalities (together with nearly 1 million 
inhabitants) have been created. They observed that should this process prove to be 
sustainable, there is hope for the whole Central American region to revert the 
current trend in its northern triangle, currently the most violent region of the 
world. Indeed, Honduras and Guatemala were considering following the 
Salvadoran experience.

On the other hand, they deplored the fact that the issue had become a subject for 
the presidential elections campaign, given the fact that the widespread resentment 
towards gang members within Salvadoran society can be translated into votes. 
They also admitted that extortions and abductions continued in spite of the truce.
These hinder reaching the fundamental objective of making the peace process 
sustainable. More should be invested in prevention and reinsertion, education, 
health, infrastructures and job creation. Victims of extortion should be better 
supported, and gang members and their families should be offered more 
opportunities, allowing them to be part of the solution by playing an active role in 
developing the country. However, the current economic difficulties and the lack of 
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a political dialogue, prevent any progress along these lines. They called on the EU 
to support the peace process which they consider a crucial step towards building
credibility.

16. Meeting with Francisco Laínez, vice-presidential candidate for UNIDAD
The Working Group had the opportunity to meet with Mr Laínez, vice-presidential 
candidate for UNIDAD. The following topics, amongst others, were discussed:

– the performance of the Funes administration;
– UNIDAD’s economic and social policy objectives and its long-term vision for 

the development of the country;
– the position of UNIDAD on the thorny issues of public security, truce between 

the gangs and the perspectives for a possible peace process;
– UNIDAD’s strategy in the event of a second round at the presidential 

elections;
– UNIDAD’s position with regard to the National Agreement 2014-2044.

17. Meeting with Sigfrido Reyes, President of the Legislative Assembly
The discussions with the President of the Legislative Assembly focused on the 
Central American integration process and the Association Agreement between the 
EU and Central America. On the latter issue, Mr Reyes explained the Assembly’s 
adoption and public consultation processes regarding the Agreement, and stressed 
the importance of developing the means for ensuring parliamentary monitoring of 
its implementation. Other topics discussed included: 
– public security and the fight against corruption, drug trafficking and 

transnational crime;
– El Salvador’s participation in the International Criminal Court;

– the truce between the maras;
– the inclusion of civil society in the election of Ombudsman;

– the sudden closing of the historical archives (the Oficina de Tutela Legal);
– the issues of impunity, amnesty law, reconciliation and compensation to the 

victims;
– the forthcoming presidential elections;

– the purchase of military airplanes from Chile (at the cost of some 
USD 8.5 million) in order to reinforce the country’s defence system, and the 
difficulty of finding money to pay teacher wages;

– social and fiscal policies and the suggestion to increase the tax burden;

– problems with nominations to the Supreme Court of Justice
Karina Ivette Sosa de Lara (FMLN), Chair of the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 
also participated in the meeting.

18. Forum on ‘Opportunities for El Salvador in its relations with the EU and the 
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role of PARLACEN and of the EP’
The WG participated in a Forum on ‘Opportunities for El Salvador in its relations 
with the EU and the role of Parlacen and of the EP’, organised by the Central 
American Parliament (Parlacen) and with the participation of: Leonel Búcaro, 
Latin American co-President of the Euro-Latino American Parliamentary 
Assembly (EuroLat); Carmen Gisela Vergara, General Secretary of SIECA 
(Secretariat of the Central American Economic Integration); Paula Rodríguez,
newly elected President of Parlacen; and José Armando Flores Alemán, Minister 
of Economy.
Ms Bozkurt, Chair of DCAM and leader of the WG, also delivered a speech.

19. Working lunch hosted by José Armando Flores Alemán, Minister of 
Economy with the participation of Mario Roger Hernández, Vice-Minister of 
Economy
At the WG’s visit just a couple of weeks after the start of the provisional 
application of the trade provisions of the Association Agreement, the discussion 
focused on the opportunities and challenges for El Salvador regarding the 
implementation of the trade part of the Agreement.

The following topics, amongst others, were discussed:
– the first certification for Salvadoran tuna exports;

– the need to strengthen the capacity of Salvadoran SMEs to place their products 
on external markets;

– sanitary and phytosanitary rules and standards;
– El Salvador’s export structure;

– economic and monetary policies (options between keeping the US dollar, 
switching back to Salvadoran Colon or adopting the SUCRE21);

– remittances from Salvadorans living abroad (representing 20 % of GDP);
– the hopefully quick ratification by EU Member States of the remaining parts 

of the Association Agreement.

20. Meeting with René Portillo Cuadra, vice-presidential candidate of the 
National Republican Alliance (ARENA) 
The WG met with Mr Portillo, ARENA’s vice-presidential candidate, who
explained his vision of the future for El Salvador and mentioned that the priority 
areas of an ARENA-led government, if elected, would be as follows:
– social investment and inclusion through job creation;

– the fight against insecurity and organised crime and its root causes: poverty 
and marginalisation;

– measures to achieve fiscal sustainability and decrease the high public debt, 
build and train human capital, refocus social programmes and reduce the

                                               
21 Sistema Único de Compensación Regional (Unified System for Regional Compensation).



DV\1013547EN.doc 19/27 PE470.372v01-00

EN

poverty gap;
– measures to improve the quality of education and build human capital in order 

to increase the attractiveness of the country;
– transparency, accountability, measures to stop the waste of taxpayers’ money;

– measures to reinforce the institutions, in particular the electoral tribunal, the 
constitutional chamber of the Supreme Court, and the Ombudsman.

21. Meeting with Óscar Ortiz, vice-presidential candidate of the Farabundo 
Martí National Liberation Front (FMLN)
The WG had the opportunity to meet with Mr Ortiz, FMLN’s vice-presidential 
candidate. The following topics, amongst others, were discussed:

– the main achievements of the Funes administration: social investment, family 
support assistance programme, increased participation of women in politics, 
reduced homicide rates;

– the challenges ahead:

 i) economy – the need to stimulate major economic activity and to achieve
greater growth, also through the implementation of the Association 
Agreement;
ii) education – the need for more technical-vocational training;

iii) security – continued efforts to reduce homicide rates;
iv) democratic governance and territorial conflicts – Isla de Conejo (Rabbit 
Island) in the Fonseca Gulf.

Mr Ortiz also answered questions from WG Members, in particular as regards the 
presidential election campaign, the issue of abortion and the truce between the 
maras.

22. Visit to the tomb of Cardinal Óscar Romero
On the last day of the visit, Ms Bozkurt, leader of the WG, visited the 
Metropolitan Cathedral of San Salvador and paid tribute to Cardinal Óscar 
Romero, Archbishop of San Salvador, assassinated on 24 March 1980.

23. Visit to the Polígono Don Bosco project (project with children from areas at 
risk – workshops, music lessons, general education)
As a last stop, the WG paid a visit to an educational project, co-financed by the 
EU, for children and teenagers from areas at risk (where there is a strong presence 
of maras) in the suburbs of San Salvador. The project is run by the Edytra22

Foundation, set up by Father José María Moratalla Escudero in 1992. The 
objectives of the Polígono Don Bosco project is to offer children and young 
people living in low-income rural areas – and/or with limited financial resources –
that are at high risk of being recruited by gangs the opportunity to access 
vocational training and artistic education and become small entrepreneurs or find 

                                               
22 Educación y Trabajo (Education and Work).
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decent employment.
The WG was received by Father Moratalla (Padre Pepe) who showed the 
delegation this impressive and innovative educational project. Ms Bozkurt, leader 
of the WG, expressed her high appreciation for the invaluable work carried out by 
Father Moratalla and recommended that EU support to this remarkable project be 
continued.

The WG extends its warm thanks to the EU Delegations in Managua and San 
Salvador for their excellent cooperation and availability. Members of the WG also 
wish to thank the embassies of Nicaragua and El Salvador in Brussels for their 
cooperation, and the Nicaraguan and Salvadoran authorities for their magnificent 
welcome, which contributed enormously to the success of the visit.
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Annex:

Working Group visit to Nicaragua and El Salvador
28 October - 1 November 2013

Programme

Sunday, 27 October 2013 Managua

19.00
19.45

Arrival
21.00

Individual arrival of Members of the European Parliament delegation at Augusto 
César Sandino International Airport (ACS)
Welcome by: Javier Sandomingo, Head of the EU Delegation and Andreas Haack, 
Head of the Political Section of the EU Delegation

Transfer to the hotel:

HOTEL INTERCONTINENTAL METROCENTRO
Opposite Metrocentro shopping centre, 
Managua, Nicaragua.
Tel: +505-22768989

Evening Own arrangements

Monday, 28 October 2013 Managua
8:00-9:10 Working breakfast with Javier Sandomingo Núñez, Head of the EU Delegation for 

Nicaragua
Venue: Hotel Intercontinental (room : Jacaranda 2)

9.15 Departure to the Legislative Assembly

9.30-10.25 Meeting with Mr Santos René Núñez Téllez, President of the Legislative Assembly
Venue: Legislative Assembly - President RNs Office or Salón Sachuanjoche (tbc)
Address: Avenida Bolivar 

10.25-10.35 Short press conference

10.40-11.20 Meeting with Heads of opposition
Alianza Partido Liberal Independiente (Alianza PLI)– Luis Callejas
Movimiento Renovador Sandinista (MRS)- Enrique Sáenz
Venue: Legislative Assembly- Salón Sachuanjoche
Address: Avenida Bolivar 

11.35-12.45 Meeting with representatives of the civil society working on Democracy, 
Governance and Human Rights issues 
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Hagamos Democracia – Sr. Roger Arteaga, Presidente
Movimiento por Nicaragua - Melvin Sotelo, Secretario Organización y Miembro 
Consejo Ejecutivo 
Instituto para el Desarrollo y la Democracia (IPADE) – Dr. Mauricio Zuñiga, Director 
Ejecutivo 
Grupo Cívico Ética y Transparencia (EyT) -Dr. Roberto Courtney, Director 
Ejecutivo 
Centro Nicaragüense de Derechos Humanos (CENIDH)- Uriel Pineda 
Centro Humboldt- Victor M. Campos Cubas, Director Ejecutivo .a.i 
Venue: EU Delegation, Conference Room 
Address: Carretera a Masaya, 2 entrada del Colegio Teresiano 1 C. este

12.45-13.00 Departure to Hotel Intercontinental Metrocentro

13.00-14.30

14.35

Working lunch with the Ambassadors of the EU Member States represented in 
Managua
Venue: Hotel Intercontinental (Salón Roble 4)
Address: Opposite Metrocentro shopping centre

Departure to the Legislative Assembly

14.50-15.45

15.50

Meeting with Edwin Castro, Head of FSLN bench 
Venue: Legislative Assembly
Address: Avenida Bolivar

Departure to the EU Delegation

16.15-17.45 Meeting with Political Analysts
Edmundo Jarquín, Political Analist/Economist, presidential candidate for MRS in 
2006 
Alejandro Martinez Cuenca, President FIDEG
Carlos Fernando Chamorro, Journalist

Venue: EU Delegation, Conference Room
Address: Carretera a Masaya, 2 entrada del Colegio Teresiano 1 C. este.

17.45-18.15 Transfer to the Hotel Intercontinental Metrocentro

19.00 Departure from the hotel to the Ambassador’s residence 

19.30-21.30 Cocktail-reception hosted by H.E. Ambassador Javier Sandomingo Nuñez, Head 
of the EU Delegation with the participation of the private sector (COSEP, 
ProNicaragua etc.)
Venue: Ambassador’s residence
Address: El Mirador de Santo Domingo, ENTRESA 70 vrs. Este y 150mtrs. Sur
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Tuesday, 29 October 2013 Managua / San Salvador 
8.00 Check-out from hotel

9.00 Departure to the Forensic Laboratory of the National Police

9.30-11.10 Visit of Forensic Laboratory of the National Police (project financed by the EU 
and Spain)
Venue: Forensic Laboratory of the National Police
Address: Km 10.5 Carretera a Masaya

11.15 Departure to Ministry of Foreign Affairs

11:30-14:45 Meeting followed by Lunch offered by Samuel Santos López, Minister of Foreign 
Affairs
Venue: Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Address: Del Antiguo Cine González 1 c. al Sur sobre Avenida Bolivar 

14.50 Departure and transfer to Augusto César Sandino International Airport (ACS)

16.00-16.45 Meeting with the Press (Ms Bozkurt)
Venue: Hotel BEST WESTERN Las Mercedes - Conference Room Güegüense
Address: Km 11 Carretera Norte

17.30 Departure of flight to El Salvador (flight No. TA 397)

18.20

18.40-19.20

19.30-20.30

Delegation’s arrival in Comalapa airport in San Salvador, El Salvador 
Welcome Committee – H.E. Jaume Segura, Matus Hutka and Caroline Stas
Briefing by the Ambassador

TRANSPORT : INJUVE bus
Transfer to the hotel:

HOTEL SHERATON PRESIDENTE
Ave. La Revolución Col. San Benito
San Salvador, El Salvador
Tel. : +503 2283 4000

                                             Fax: +503 2283 4040

evening Own arrangements
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Wednesday, 30 October 2013 San Salvador 

7.30-8.45
Working breakfast with representatives of the civil society working on the issues of 
gender/youth/sports/social inclusion

FOCIS (International Cooperation Organizations Forum)
FESPAD (Foundation for Studies for the Application of the Law) - María Silvia 
Guillén, Director
CECADE (Training and Promotion Center of Democracy), Gustavo Amaya, Director
FUNDAUNGO (Foundation Dr. Guillermo Manuel Ungo), Ricardo Córdova, Director
FUSADES (Salvadoran Foundation for Economic and Social Development), Helga 
Cuellar, Executive Director

Venue: Hotel Sheraton (room: Salon Formal) 

8.45 Departure from Sheraton Hotel

9.45-11.30 Visit to IZALCO prison farm (prison reinsertion farm for female prisoners with 
children); with the participation of Vice-Minister of Justice and Security Javier 
Martinez and the Director of Penitentiary Centres Rodil Hernandez
Venue: Izalco

11.35-12.40 Transfer to Sheraton hotel

12.45-14.35 Working lunch with the Ambassadors of the EU Member States accredited in El
Salvador
Venue: Hotel Sheraton (room : Salon Formal)

14.45-16.35 Meeting with Mons. Fabio Colindres and Raúl Mijango, facilitators for the truce 
between the maras and Antonio Cabrales and Paulo Lüers, leaders of the 
Humanitarian Foundation 
Venue: Hotel Sheraton - Room: Salón Governador

16.40 Departure to Group Samix

17.00-18.10 Meeting with Francisco Laínez, vice-presidential candidate for UNIDAD
Venue: Group SAMIX

18.10-18.40 Transfer to Sheraton hotel

evening Own arrangements
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Thursday, 31 October 2013 San Salvador 

7.45 Departure from Sheraton Hotel

8:30-09:45 Meeting with President of the Legislative Assembly Sigfrido Reyes
Venue: Legislative Assembly

9.50 Departure from the Legislative Assembly

10.15-13.00 Forum on Opportunities for El Salvador in relations with the EU and the role of 
PARLACEN and of the EP with the participation of Leonel Búcaro, co-President of 
EuroLat, Carmen Gisela Vergara, General Secretary of SIECA (Secretariat of the 
Central American Economic Integration) and José Armando Flores Alemán, 
Minister of Economy of El Salvador.
Venue: Ministry of Foreign Affairs

13.00-13.20 Transfer to Hotel Hilton Princess
13.20-14.10 Working lunch hosted by José Armando Flores Alemán, Minister of Economy

Venue: Hotel Hilton Princess, Salon Manchester

14.15-14.30 Transfer to EU Delegation

14.50-15.45 Meeting with René Portillo Cuadra, Vice-presidential candidate of ARENA
(National Republican Alliance)
Venue: EU DELEGATION

15.50-16.15 Transfer to Palacio Santa Tecla

16.15-17.30 Meeting with Óscar Ortiz, Vice-presidential candidate of FMLN (Farabundo Martí 
National Liberation Front) 
Venue: Alcaldia Santa Tecla

16.15-17.30 Departure to Sheraton Hotel

17.30-18.15 Meeting with the Press (Ms Bozkurt)
Venue: Hotel Sheraton (room: Salon Formal)

evening Own arrangements

Friday, 1 November 2013 San Salvador 

7.30 Check out from Sheraton Hotel and departure

8.00-8.45 Visit of Metropolitan Cathedral of San Salvador, Archbishop Romera’s memorial 
and the El Rosario Church

8.45-9.30 Departure to the project visit 
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9:30-12:00 Visit to a project POLIGONO DON BOSCO (project with children from at-risk areas
– workshops, music lessons, general education)

12.10-12.30 Working Snack/Briefing at Pupusodromo

12.30-12.50 Departure to Comalapa International Airport 

13:54 / 14:45 Individual departures to Europe

***
*
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