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Child labor in El Salvador is a family survival strategy; approximately 20% of income perceived 
by families with child workers comes from child labor.  Generally, child worker jobs are in the 
informal economic sector of the country, given that an estimated 60% work in family 
agriculture, commerce, or service microenterprises in the streets or marketplaces.  In most 
cases, they are not remunerated for their work. The girls mostly work in manufacturing, 
domestic chores, commerce, hotels, restaurants, and industry, while the boys work in 
agriculture, fishing, animal husbandry and lesser so in commerce, hotels, restaurants, and 
manufacturing industry. Some related statistics are:

- According to the International Labor Organization (ILO): There are 288,221 boys, girls 
and adolescents in the country that work (remunerated or not), which represents 
14.5% of the child population from 5 to 17 years of age.

- UNICEF and the Salvadoran Foundation for Educational Development (Fundación 
Empresarial para el Desarrollo Educativo - FEPADE) indicated that diverse national 
studies determined that approximately 440 thousand girls, boys and adolescents from 
7 to 18 years of age are workers, and that 20% of the income perceived by families 
living in poverty and extreme poverty is contributed by the girl and boy workers.  The 
number of boy and girls workers may vary because those are statistics that are not 
always reported.

- According to the School Enrollment Census, 153,280 girls, boys and adolescents 
attending school combine their studies with work.

- According to the Multiple Purpose House to House Survey, of the 172,588 girls, boys 
and adolescents involved in child labor, 25% are not enrolled in school; child labor is 
closely related with school nonattendence and dropout: Only 51.4% of the boys and 
girls that participate in the worst forms of child labor are able to attend school.

- The child worker population in rural areas is 22.8% higher than in urban areas; the 
latter is relevant, given that the rural area has the highest child and adolescent 
population living un conditions of poverty (57.6%); furthermore, permanence in 
school is lower (3.3 years for the 10 to 14-year old group).

Just in the Department of La Libertad, 14,548 children work in the market; that does not 
include the girls that do domestic chores, thus their family economic contribution is
undetectable. i

Pursuant to national commitments with the Millennium Objectives and in compliance with 
other international treaties against the practice that negatively affects more than 200 million 
boys and girls in the world, and 288,221 girls and boys in El Salvador, the Government recently 
presented the “Route sheet to make El Salvador a country free of child labor and its worst 
forms”, which defines the national commitments regarding that issue, and establishes the 
direction all initiatives implemented to eradicate child labor in the country must follow.

In February 2008, Plan El Salvador joined that national effort by implementing the “Project 
for the prevention and eradication of child labor in markets and street sales in the 
Department of La Libertad, El Salvador”, with a term of four years, and funded by the 
European Community and Plan.   



The project, whose objective is to improve the lives o girl and boy workers in markets and 
street sales through the prevention and eradication of the worst forms of child labor, is being 
implemented in six municipalities in the Department of La Libertad: Santa Tecla, 
Quezaltepeque, Puerto de La Libertad, Colón, San Juan Opico and Ciudad Arce. Promoting 
four intimately related components:

1. Strengthening municipal, community and sectorial institutional capabilities for the 
prevention and eradication of child labor.

2. Promoting a healthy environment to favor children’s development.

3. Strengthening Family Economic Security

4. Support for municipal and national legislative changes

Strategic Project Partners

The Ministry of Labor and Public Welfare, International Labor Organization (ILO), 
Maquilishuat Foundation, Telefónica – ProNiño Foundation that join the sensitization 
campaign against child labor

With support from the Ministry of Health, Ministry of Education, Salvadoran Institute for 
Integral Attention to Children and Adolescents (ISNA), Attorney General's Office (FGR), 
Ombudsman’s Office for the Defense of Human Rights (PDDH), National Civil Police (PCN, 
United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and other nongovernmental organizations that 
work with children.   

Achievements thus far

 Preparation of a baseline for 1,307 people, including 947 children and 340 parents

 Sensitization and awareness building workshops for municipal and departmental 
authorities, government institution representatives, local actors, mothers and fathers

 6 child labor monitoring committees were formed and trained.

 Establishment of 10 Comprehensive Attention Centers (CAI – Spanish Acronym for 
“Centro de Atención Integral”), and environment where children receive psycho-social 
counseling, access to recreation, supplementary nutrition, basic health attention and 
education through scholarships, educational material and after school tutoring.  

 676 boy and girl workers attended in the Comprehensive Attention Centers
 Coordination with ISNA and ISDEMU (Salvadoran Institute for Women’s Development) 

for support in the prevention of intrafamily violence, and sexual harassment and abuse

 Coordination with the six participating municipal governments that are supporting CAI 
sustainability

 Six market studies on business and vocational opportunities implemented in the 6 project 
municipalities

 Communications plan to create awareness on the importance of preventing and 
eradicating child labor both locally and nationally.

 224 fathers, mothers, and people in charge of families received entrepreneurial education, 
of which 87.4% are women.

 161 fathers, mothers, and people in charge of families received counseling on finding jobs 
and employment intermediation, of which 90.7% are women. 

 193 fathers, mothers, and people in charge of families completed vocational training 
courses, of which 93% are women.

 250 business plans were prepared, and 233 businesses were strengthened, of which 94.8% 
involved women.



 Analysis of existing municipal child labor prevention and eradication legislation, and the 
formulation of 6 child labor prevention and eradication policies that were approved by the 
municipalities and for which budgets were allocated.

 Redesigning of the Child Labor Monitoring and Follow-up System, which was installed in 
the Department of La Libertad

 Design and implementation of a national sensitization campaign for eradicating child 
labor, in alliance with the Telefónica Foundation and Tele Corporación Salvadoreña (TCS)

Impact:

With this project, we improved the life quality of all those boys and girls in the following areas:
 Better inter-personal relations of the boys and girls, high self-esteem and expression of 

their life projects
 Incorporation, attendance and permanence of the 676 boys and girls in education, they 

were rights empowered by dedicating time to studies, without having to work and 
developing life abilities and skills through games and recreation with psycho-social 
counseling.

 The boys and girls practice values and have entered a social life free of discrimination.
 With the strengthening of the children’s fathers, mothers or relatives through the family 

economic security component, which included the strengthening of businesses, family 
income was increased, thus enabling their sons and daughters to live without child labor.

 The 6 project target municipalities have child labor prevention and eradication 
committees that jointly with the municipality assume an important role in project 
sustainability and implementation of municipal policies.

 The 6 local governments are empowered and sensitized regarding the child issue, and it 
is one of their municipal agenda priorities. 

 The CAI model is replicable and can be adopted in other municipalities, and the 
Government of El Salvador is interested in it.

Sustainability:

 We achieved project sustainability by transferring the CAI to the 6 municipalities, and as 
of January 2012, they have given continuity and allocated a budget to pay for human 
resources, locales, maintenance and other expenses.

 The local governments have made alliances with private enterprise in the municipalities 
to obtain financial support, materials or equipment to enable the CAIs to continue 
providing attention to the boys and girls.

 Through public policies, the 6 local governments have specifically assigned a percentage 
of their budget for child labor prevention.

 The Ministry of Health continues providing everything within its sphere of competence to 
the 10 CAIs.

                                               


