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INTERINSTITUTIONAL COOPERATION PLAN

BETWEEN

 THE EUROPEAN ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COMMITTEE 

AND

THE CONSULTATIVE COMMITTEE OF THE CENTRAL AMERICAN INTEGRATION 

SYSTEM

_____________

The Consultative Committee of the Central American Integration System (hereinafter the CC-SICA), 
a SICA body representing organised civil society, and the European Economic and Social Committee 
(hereinafter the EESC), an EU body created by the Treaty establishing the European Community,

AFFIRMING their commitment to the principles of democracy and human, economic and social 
rights; 

HAVING REGARD TO the importance of strengthening the economic and social dimension of both 
integration processes and consolidating the democratic instruments whereby society is consulted; 

WHEREAS the final declaration of the third meeting of civil society from the European Union, Latin 
America and the Caribbean held in Mexico in April 2004 calls for structured institutions for dialogue 
at national and regional level to be strengthened; 

REAFFIRMING the importance of involving the economic and social organisations of both 
integration processes in dialogue and of establishing closer economic ties and cooperation between 
the European Union and the Central American Integration System;

WHEREAS the strengthening of relations between the CC-SICA and the EESC is a shared aim that 
can be achieved by jointly undertaking activities and tasks; 

adopt the following Interinstitutional Cooperation Plan:

Article 1
Aims

The aim of this document is to establish an Interinstitutional Cooperation Plan between the EESC, of 
the one part, and the CC-SICA, of the other, with a view to strengthening their links and carrying out 
joint activities of mutual interest.
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To this end, the Cooperation Plan sets out:

1. to support the institutions which represent organised civil society in the SICA; 
2. to help improve dialogue between civil society in the SICA and in the EU;
3. to promote the inclusion of a social dimension in the future association agreement between the 

EU and the SICA; 
4. to support the initiative to work on the proposal to establish a joint consultative committee;
5. to increase the participation of Central American civil society organisations equivalent to those 

belonging to the EESC's Group III. 

Article 2
General provisions

The EESC and the CC-SICA undertake to ensure that their institutions remain democratic instruments 
for consulting organised civil society, within their respective integration processes. 

Article 3
Forms of cooperation

In order to foster greater understanding of the political, economic and social situations in the two 
regions, the EESC and the CC-SICA have decided to cooperate more closely with one another 
through exchanges of information, specialists, experiences and publications. 

For this purpose, and within the framework of this Cooperation Plan, training activities, conferences 
and joint study of issues of common interest shall be organised, together with initiatives aimed at 
strengthening the social dimension of both integration processes. To this end, and depending on their 
budget resources, the EESC and the CC-SICA may decide to hold at least one joint meeting per year, 
by common consent.

The EESC and the CC-SICA shall also establish additional relations and exchanges between their 
constituent groups and sectors, seeking to make their activities as widely known and accessible as 
possible among the people of those countries involved in the integration processes. 

Article 4
Resources

So that the present Interinstitutional Cooperation Plan can be fully effective, the EESC and the CC-
SICA shall, within their powers, take whatever measures are necessary and evaluate them regularly. 

Article 5
Entry into force

This Cooperation Plan shall enter into force on the day it is signed and shall apply for an indefinite 
period. The EESC and the CC-SICA may carry out a review of this Cooperation Plan every three 
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years, by common consent. They may also amend or terminate it, provided that they inform each other 
in writing at least 90 days in advance. 

Done at Vienna, on 6 April 2006, with originals in Spanish and in German, each version being equally 
authentic. 

For the CC-SICA

Félix J. Cristiá 
President

For the EESC

Anne-Marie Sigmund
President

_____________


