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Delegation for relations with the countries of Central America
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MINUTES
of the meeting of 19 March 2012, from 15h00 to 16h30

Brussels

The meeting opened at 15h10 on Monday, March 19th 2012, under the chairwomanship of 
Ms. Emine Bozkurt (Chair):

1. Adoption of draft agenda PE 446.731v02-00

The agenda was adopted with only minor changes in the order of the points.

2. Approval of minutes of the delegation meeting of
- 26 January 2012 PE 446.730v01-00

Regarding the approval of the minutes of the meeting of 26 January 2012, two points 
were raised.

First, in relation with point five of the previous meeting on the presidential elections in 
Nicaragua, Ms. Zuber asked for the minutes to hold a clearer mention on Ms. Ayala's 
statement that there had been no electoral fraud. 

Secondly, H.E. Mr Edgar Hernán Varela, Salvadoran Ambassador to the EU, took 
the opportunity to ask for the clarification on the minutes of a statement of his 
intervention during the last meeting.

The minutes were approved with the mentioned changes to come.

3. Chair’s announcements

The chair informed that the rescheduling of the forthcoming Delegation's visit to 



PE446.732v01-00 2/8 PV\896655EN.doc

EN

Guatemala had just been authorised by the Conference of Presidents for the 16-20 July 
(turquoise week).

The Chair went on by congratulating Guatemalan Ambassador Arenales Forno for his 
appointment as Secretary of Human Rights and Peace by President Pérez Molina, and 
looked forward to welcoming his successor in a future delegation meeting.

Finally, the Chair announced that due to previous commitments, H.E. Ms Mirtha 
Maria Hormilla Castro, Ambassador of Cuba to the EU, could not be present in the 
meeting. Nevertheless, she is expected to assist to the next Delegation meeting (23 
April 2012), making it a good opportunity for the Delegation to address the current 
situation and perspectives for the bilateral cooperation between Cuba and the EU.

4. Exchange of views on the report on the DCAM Working Group visit to Honduras 
(30 October - 4 November 2011)

The Chair reported on the Delegation's visit to Honduras, that was led by herself and 
composed of Mr Raül Romeva i Rueda (ES, Greens/EFA), Mr Edvard Kožušník (CZ, 
ECR), Mr Philippe de Backer (BE, ALDE) and Mr Pablo Zalba Bidegain (ES, EPP 
and INTA Rapporteur).

The purpose of the visit was to discuss the political, economic and social situation in 
Honduras, two and a half years after the military coup and roughly two years after the 
last elections. Meetings were held with President Porfiro Lobo Sosa, former President
Mr Manuel Zelaya, government representatives, national parliamentarians, civil 
society, farmers, trade unions and business representatives.

The meetings allowed the Delegation to get a more in-depth understanding of the 
difficult situation the country is going through. Special attention was also paid to the 
implementation and prospects of the EU-Central America Association Agreement. The 
delegation insisted on the deepening of the dialogue between the EU and civil society 
organisations in order to ensure that human rights defenders feel genuine backing from 
Europe.

5. Election of the new delegation's Second Vice-Chair    

Following the resignation of Mrs. Ilda Figueiredo, Ms. Inês Zuber replaced her as a 
new Member of the European Parliament and was elected unanimously Second Vice-
Chair of the Delegation on the proposal of the GUE/NGL Group.

The meeting continued with Ms Zuber taking her place as Vice-Chair in the absence of 
Mr Itugaiz.

6. Exchange of views on the social dimension of the Association Agreement

In her introduction, the Chair underlined that the Association Agreement (AA) is far 
more than a Free Trade Agreement, as it includes political and cooperation clauses that 
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are judged extremely important by both parties.

Mr Carlos Molina, President of the Consultative Committee of the Central American 
Integration System (CC-SICA) took the floor to present the role of organised civil 
society in the AA. He started by presenting the CC-SICA, an autonomous and 
independent body where all sectors of the Central American civil society are 
represented. Its mission is to promote the active and effective participation of civil 
society in the integration process and contribute to the enforcement and execution of 
the objectives and principles of the Tegucigalpa Protocol. Mr. Molina stressed that the 
AA can be a great contributor to development and integration in Central America and 
reminded that, during the seventh round of negotiations, both the CC-SICA and the 
European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) had granted their support to the 
culmination of the AA.

Nevertheless, he pointed out that during the implementation phase of the agreement, 
several important questions should be raised and answered: Will a block-to-block 
dynamic still be promoted by the EU in the implementation phase? Will the AA 
reinforce the Central American integration process? Have the wide asymmetries 
between both regions been properly respected? Does the AA sufficiently guarantee 
that development and trade will be respectful of international conventions of human 
rights, labour rights and environmental regulations? Does the AA actually reflect the 
social and solidarity-based vocation of the EU? He called for Parliament to ratify the 
AA only if it finds clear answers to these questions.

Mr Romeo José Barrillas Panilla, Mayor of San Juan Opico (department of La 
Libertad, El Salvador) intervened afterwards on the positive impact of close 
cooperation between the EU and local authorities in fighting child labour. He 
presented the project that the EU is currently funding through Plan EU -one of the 
oldest and largest children development organizations in the world- in El Salvador.
Mayor Barrillas started with an in depth presentation on the great threat that child 
labour represents to the balanced and sustainable growth of the Salvadorian society.

Pursuant to national commitments with the Millennium Objectives, the Government of 
El Salvador presented the “Road map to make El Salvador a country free of child 
labour in its worst forms”, a national effort that was joined by Plan EU in 2008. So far, 
important achievements have been made thanks to training programs, awareness 
programs, entrepreneurial support, and the establishment of comprehensive attention 
centres. 

Speakers: Edvard Kožušník (ECR, CZ), Pablo Zalba (PPE, ES), Emine Bozkurt
(S&D, NL)

7. Exchange of views on provisional application of the trade part of the Association 
Agreement

In her introduction, the Chair reminded that in its proposal of 25 October 2011, the 
Commission requested: the Council to conclude the Agreement on behalf of the 
European Union, and the European Parliament to be called upon to give its consent to 
the conclusion of the Association Agreement (AA).
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Ms. Céline Idil (Co-ordinator for trade relations with Central America in the DG 
TRADE) commented that the Commission's October proposal has been followed by 
intense discussions in the Council (Amlat Committee and Trade Policy Committee),
mostly regarding legal elements of the decision and not so much on the substance of 
the Agreement. The authorisation from the Council is expected to come by the end of 
May, with the signature probably taking place in June, and the consent of the 
European Parliament eventually in July.

On the provisional application of the trade provisions -the rest of the Agreement 
requires the 27 Member State's ratifications before being applied-, the Commission is 
hoping it to be ready by Fall 2012. This calendar is nevertheless conditioned by the 
pace at which the Central American side signs and ratifies the Agreement, as no 
provisional application would be possible before.

Ms. Idil also stressed the importance of the bi-regional dimension of the AA, and was 
convinced that the Agreement would have a very positive impact in the regions 
integration process by favouring the growth of intra-regional trade in Central America.

Regarding the monitoring mechanisms of the AA, she underlined that civil society had 
been very present in all the steps of the negotiation. During the implementation phase, 
as stipulated in several provisions of the agreement, this involvement should remain 
intense. Detailing the monitoring mechanisms is something that is to be done soon by 
both parties, and where the CC-SICA and the EESC will certainly be very involved.

Speakers: Raül Romeva i Rueda (Vertas/ALE, ES)

8. Other business

On the previously discussed point of the last meeting minutes, Ms. Ayala clarified 
that during the 26 January 2012 meeting she clearly stated that despite the proven 
large amount of irregularities observed, there had been no electoral fraud as such 
(understanding electoral fraud as a clear will to change the outcome of the elections). 
Ms. Ayala's comments were taken into account and reflected in the review of the 
minutes.

The Chair also took the occasion to remind Members that the INTA Committee will 
hold a hearing on the Association Agreement with the participation of Commissioner 
De Gucht on Tuesday March 27th. 

9. Date and place of next meeting

The next meeting of the Delegation would take place on Monday 23 April 2012, from 
15:00 to16:30, in Brussels.

The meeting closed at 16h35.
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