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The BSPC Standing Committee assembled in Berlin 19 October 2010. Short notes from the 
agenda items follow below, with emphasis on decisions and agreed issues for further action.

Briefing on the Baltic Sea Labour Network (BSLN) Project

Attachment Presentation of the BSLN Project

Attachment Presentation of the BSLN Pilot Project on a Cross-Border Information and Competence Centre

Katariina Röbbelen-Voigt and Silke Lorenz gave presentations on the BSLN Project and 
one of its pilot projects (presentations are attached). The motto of the BSLN Project, which 
is also a Flagship Project under the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region, is “Working 
together for sustainable labour markets”. The overall aim is to support the development of 
labour market policies and social dialogue in the Baltic Sea Region. One of the pilot projects 
included in the BSLN is devoted to the development of a cross-border information and 
competence centre in the German-Polish border region. The meeting was also informed that 
CBSS is preparing a policy paper on the establishment of a permanent BSLN Secretariat.

The meeting took note of the information.

1. Opening

The meeting was chaired by Christina Gestrin, Chairman of the BSPC Standing Committee 
2010-2011.

The meeting adopted the draft annotated agenda.

2. Notes from the Standing Committee Meeting in Mariehamn 29 August 2010

The meeting approved the draft notes from the Standing Committee meeting on 29 August 
2010.

3. Follow-Up of 19th BSPC, Mariehamn

3.1 The Conference

Christina Gestrin turned to Harry Jansson and Niclas Slotte and extended the Standing 
Committee’s great thanks to them and to the parliament of the Åland Islands for their skilful 
preparations, smooth execution and warm hospitality at the 19th BSPC. During the ensuing 
tour de table, it was noted that, in general, the 19th BSPC was successful, and that 

 the practical arrangements and logistics worked very well;
 the social programme was excellent;
 the presentations were relevant, but one could consider reducing the number of 

speakers in each session;
 some of the speeches tended to overlap;
 some presentations were too long, despite the issued speaking limits;
 a strict time limit for speeches shall be enforced;
 more time should be allotted for political debate.
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The meeting took note of the information.

3.2 19th BSPC Resolution and its Follow-Up

A number of examples of how to disseminate and follow-up the Resolution were tabled.

Torfinn Opheim mentioned that the Norwegian delegation to the Nordic Council has 
forwarded the 19th BSPC Resolution to relevant committees and ministries. The Resolution 
will be discussed in connection with a parliamentary debate on Baltic, Arctic and Barents 
issue later this month. Bodo Bahr informed that the Mecklenburg-Vorpommern Parliament, 
as a rule, prepares a motion on the BSPC Resolution and conveys it to the Mecklenburg-
Vorpommern Government. The Resolution will also be raised in the Parliament later this 
year.

Bente Dahl said that the Resolution has been sent to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and to 
other relevant ministries and committees. Franz Thönnes informed that the Resolution has 
been conveyed to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and other relevant ministries and 
committees. He proposed that the Standing Committee should agree that all BSPC 
delegations should send the Resolution to their respective Ministries of Foreign Affairs with a 
request for a report in March/April on what action has been taken in order to implement the 
recommendations of the Resolution.

Valentina Pivnenko mentioned that the Resolution has been distributed to the Russian 
Parliament and to relevant committees and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Discussions are 
also pursued with the MoFA on how to implement the current and previous Resolutions. She 
underlined that such discussions are particularly pertinent in light of the coming Russian 
chairmanship of the CBSS in 202-2013. Ērika Zommere said that the Resolution, as 
always, has been forwarded to the Latvian Paliament and to relevant committees and 
ministries. Berndt Voss informed that the Schleswig-Holstein Parliament as a rule forwards 
the Resolution to the Schleswig-Holstein Government with a note and a request for an 
implementation report in the spring.

The meeting agreed to recommend the BSPC delegations to issue a letter to their Ministries 
of Foreign Affairs with a request for a report in March/April on actions taken to implement 
the 19th BSPC Resolution. These reports should be forwarded to the BSPC Secretariat for 
compilation and circulation.

4. BSPC Working Groups

4.1 Current Working Groups

The meeting took note of the midterm reports from the Working Groups.

4.2 New Working Groups

The meeting discussed the possible launching of new BSPC Working Groups after the 20th

BSPC.

Torfinn Opheim was of the opinion that the BSPC WGs is a useful political tool. They must, 
however, focus on the elaboration of political recommendations and avoid going into too 
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much technical details. It is important that the BSPC WGs are as far as possible coordinated 
with the CBSS WGs and Task Forces. Christina Gestrin said that “Green Growth” had been 
a prominent issue at the recent Forum on the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region, and 
suggested that it could also be a theme for a new BSPC WG. Franz Thönnes meant that 
the BSPC WGs have proven successful and that there should be a maximum of two WGs per 
period. He informed that a first tentative discussion had taken place in the German 
Government over the possible priorities of the German chairmanship of the CBSS in 2011-
2012. The ambition is to set priorities that are also of interest for the subsequent Russian 
chairmanship of the CBSS in 2012-2013. Energy efficiency is considered a potentially 
interesting topic, which is also compatible with the issue of green growth.

The meeting agreed to continue the discussion on possible new BSPC WGs at the next BSPC 
Enlarged Standing Committee meeting. The meeting also encouraged the German 
delegation to maintain informal contacts with the upcoming German chairmanship of the 
CBSS about its possible priorities.

5. BSPC Work Programme 2010-2011

The BSPC Work Programme 2010-2011 was adopted at the 19th BSPC on 31 August.

The meeting took note of the information.

6. BSPC Rules of Procedure

An editorial change has been made in RoP Annex 5, paragraph 3, to align it with decisions 
taken at the Enlarged Standing Committee on 10 June 2010, stating that the final decision 
to grant observer status to an applicant should be taken by the annual Conference.

The meeting took note of the information.

7. BSPC Finances

Jan Widberg gave a briefing on the current status of the BSPC Joint Financing Mechanism 
(JFM), as well as a preliminary financial report as per 6 October. He explained that 77% of 
the budget period has elapsed, while 71% of the budget allocations for 2010 have been 
spent. The dominating expenditure post is interpretation/translation, with 96% of its 
allocation spent by 6 October. A number of BSPC activities remain in 2010, but it seems 
likely that the overall expenditures in 2010 will stay within the budget limits. 

The meeting took note of the information.

8. BSPC Secretariat

The meeting resumed the discussion on the remuneration of the BSPC Secretary.

Christina Gestrin emphasized that in order to secure stability and continuity of the BSPC 
Secretariat function, it is crucially important to find a solution concerning the remuneration 
of the Secretary before the end of 2011. Currently, it is the Nordic Council which pays the 
entire remuneration of the Secretary, who operates on a consultancy basis. This 
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arrangement will be prolonged until the end of 2011, but from the beginning of 2012, a new
source of financing must be introduced. She reiterated the proposal of establishing a cost-
sharing model for the remuneration, in which all BSPC members parliaments should 
contribute both to the running costs of the BSPC Secretariat (as is the case today with the 
JFM), and the remuneration of the Secretary. She also suggested that such a model could 
be introduced gradually, over a couple of years, provided all parties accepted it. 

Franz Thönnes supported the cost-sharing model with increased member contributions to 
include the remuneration of the Secretary. Bodo Bahr also supported the cost-sharing 
model with increased contributions.

Jānis Reirs mentioned that it is impossible for Latvia to make any substantial increases of 
its contribution to BSPC for the coming 3-4 years. Therefore, he supported a stepwise 
transformation of the remuneration model.

Ryszard Górecki suggested that a more detailed analysis of the expenditures of the 
Secretariat function could be performed, perhaps after the financial result for 2010 has been 
presented. Valentina Pivnenko supported the cost-sharing model for remuneration of the 
Secretary, with increased contributions. She underlined the necessity of an independent 
function of the BSPC Secretariat and hence of an independent and continuous financing. She 
proposed that an estimate could be made of the expected financial requirements for the 
BSPC activities in 2011-2014.

The meeting agreed on the principle of gradually, with start 2012, replacing the current 
remuneration model for the BSPC Secretary – in which the Nordic Council alone covers the 
remuneration – to a model in which all BSC member parliaments contribute to the 
remuneration of the Secretary as well as the financing of the running costs of the 
Secretariat. 

The meeting also agreed to instruct the Secretariat to make a table of country-wise 
contributions to the JFM now and after the remuneration of the Secretary has been 
included, and to make an estimate of the financial requirements of the BSPC for 2011-214, 
based on actual expenditures 2009-2010.

The meeting furthermore agreed that Christina Gestrin will approach the Nordic Council to 
discuss the idea of a stepwise transformation to a full cost-sharing model for the 
remuneration of the BSPC secretary.

9. Proposal by Sinikka Bohlin

The Secretary level meeting 28 September suggested that the proposal of Sinikka Bohlin 
from 29 August could be addressed in the following way: The streamlining of the Resolution 
could be raised at the Enlarged Standing Committee spring meeting in 2011, when a first 
outline for a 20th BSPC resolution will be discussed. The general overhaul of the Rules of 
Procedure could be dealt with continuously, and a first draft revised Rules of Procedure 
could be presented at the Enlarged Standing Committee spring meeting. The evaluation of 
the function and effect of the BSPC Working Groups could also be addressed at the Enlarged 
Standing Committee spring meeting.

The meeting agreed to handle Sinikka Bohlin’s proposal in the way suggested by the 
Secretary Level meeting.
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10. Proposal by Valentina Pivnenko 

Valentina Pivnenko expanded on her proposal no 2 from the Standing Committee meeting 
on 29 August. She underlined that the nuclear issues in the North are of great concern. The 
Murmansk regional Duma, as well as other regional Russian legislative assemblies and the 
Russian Federal Assembly, have repeatedly pointed to the need to address these issues at 
parliamentary level. The Nordic Council is also interested in these issues. There is thus an 
opportunity to discuss a joint meeting between Russia, Nordic Council and BSPC on the 
issue of nuclear security.

As for proposal no 1, on disaster prevention, Ms Pivnenko informed that an international 
network for disaster prevention and management already exists, so there is no need to 
proceed further with this proposal.

As for proposal no 3, she informed that a number of initiatives and projects concerning for 
instance infrastructural investments in Kaliningrad have been launched, so the idea to 
establish a Working Group on these issues is premature.

The meeting agreed that BSPC should continue the discussion with Nordic Council 
concerning a possible joint meeting in Murmansk in 2011 over the issue of nuclear security.

11. Proposal by Anita Brodén

Christina Gestrin informed that she and Sylvia Bretschneider, being BSPC Observers in 
HELCOM, could approach HELCOM for further information on the issues raised my Ms 
Brodén. One could also consider asking HELCOM for a briefing, for instance at an Enlarged 
Standing Committee meeting.

The meeting agreed that Ms Brodén’s proposal should be handled by the BSPC Observers in 
HELCOM.

12. Proposal by Christina Gestrin 

The meeting discussed a possible substitution of the word “Conference” with “Council”. 

Ryszard Górecki did not like the word “Conference”, and advocated a change to “Council”. 
Trivimi Velliste was hesitant to a change, arguing that “Council” has a connotation of 
further institutionalization of the cooperation in the region. “Forum” could be an alternative. 
Valentina Pivnenko meant that “Council” would more adequately represent the current 
purpose and work of the BSPC, which is becoming more active and result-oriented. The 
annual conference should be seen as the highest organ of the BSPC, which today also 
houses a number of other working bodies. She supported a change to “Council”. Franz 
Thönnes stressed that BSPC as an abbreviation has become a brand that should be 
preserved. He supported “Council”, since it would more correctly mirror the actual 
development of BSPC as a mature and multi-tasked organization.

The meeting agreed to continue the name discussion at the next Enlarged Standing 
Committee meeting.
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13. BSPC Seminar with Committees

Christina Gestrin acknowledged that the objective of developing contacts with relevant 
committees in the national parliaments of the Baltic Sea Region could escalate into a huge 
activity with possible wasteful overlapping with other BSPC activities. Other ways of 
enhancing contacts and interaction with relevant national committees should therefore be 
sought.

The meeting agreed to continue the considerations on how to strengthen contacts between 
BSPC and relevant committees of the parliaments in the Baltic Sea Region.

14. Belarus

Jan Widberg informed about the letter from Mikhail Orda of the Parliament of Belarus, 
stressing that the letter is a semi-formal invitation that awaits a response before Belarus 
can issue a formal invitation to BSPC.

Trivimi Velliste meant that BSPC should await a formal invitation. He also called for a 
further discussion of BSPC motives and objectives in its contacts with Belarus. It is 
important to strike a balance between BSPC:s formal contacts with the Parliament of 
Belarus, and the contacts with representatives of the Belarusian civil society. 

Nikolay Churkin said that the Standing Committee should approve of a visit by Christina 
Gestrin to Belarus, but that such a visit should take place after the elections in Belarus in 
December 2010. Valentina Pivnenko found that BSPC should of course accept an 
invitation to the BSPC Chairman to visit Belarus. She also said that it is important to 
consider the political ethics of external involvement in internal political processes. She 
agreed that a visit to Belarus should take place after the Belarusian elections in December.

The meeting agreed that Christina Gestrin, through the BSPC Secretariat, sends a signal 
back to Mikhail Orda that the BSPC will accept an invitation to visit Belarus. The meeting 
also agreed that the visit should take place after the Belarusian elections in December, and 
that BSPC should be represented by a small delegation.

15. Cooperation with NDPHS

Jan Widberg gave a briefing on the status of contacts with NDPHS. It was found that 
BSPC, in accordance with its Work Programme, has a positive interest in developing the 
contacts and cooperation with NDPHS. The NDPHS PAC meeting, in which Jan Widberg will 
take part, will provide an opportunity to proceed with the discussions on a joint activity on a 
relevant health-related topic.

The meeting agreed that the BSPC Secretariat, for the time being, should act as point of 
contact with NDPHS and its Expert Group on Alcohol and Substance Abuse (EG ASA).

16. The 20th BSPC, Helsinki, Finland 28-30 August 2011

The meeting discussed possible themes for the 20th BSPC in Helsinki 2011. “Green Growth” 
could be one suitable topic. It was recognized that the next BSPC will be the 20th

anniversary conference, and that it should include some kind of reflection over 20 years of 
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activities and achievements. It was suggested that Jürgen Schöning, who was present at 
the creation of the BSPC and active in the organization up till 2009, could be asked to make 
a contribution to the 20th BSPC. 

It was agreed to continue preparations for the 20th BSPC and to submit a first draft 
programme at the next Enlarged Standing Committee meeting. It was also agreed to 
contact Jürgen Schöning and ask of his willingness to make a contribution to the 20th

Anniversary BSPC:

17. Events, Reports and Invitations

Attachment Speech by Christina Gestrin at the First Annual Forum of the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea 
Region

The meeting took note of the information.

18. BSPC Calendar

Agreed and proposed upcoming meetings in the BSPC are:

 A Secretary Level meeting should be held prior to the next Enlarged Standing 
Committee meeting. A date and venue should be found soon.

 The possibility of convening the next Enlarged Standing Committee meeting in 
connection with the CBSS CSO meeting in Brussels 26-27 January 2011 should be 
further explored. The BSPC Secretariat will maintain contact with the CBSS Secretariat.

 Ryszard Górecki offered to host the Enlarged Standing Committee spring meeting in 
the town of Olsztyn, Poland. The tentative timeframe would be:

Thursday 2 June: Travel/arrivals;
Friday 3 June: Meeting + excursions;
Saturday 4 June: Excursions/social activities + departures

The meeting urged all BSPC delegation to consider the proposal and forward their reactions 
to the BSPC Secretariat.

19. Any Other Business

None tabled.


