
 

 

 
Northern Dimension Partnership on Culture (NDPC) 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Holding the Presidency of the Nordic Council of Ministers in 2007, Finland proposed that an 
assessment should be made of the desirability to establish a Northern Dimension Partnership on 
Culture. A Nordic Policy Group was set up to elaborate the initiative. A report on Why establishing 
a Northern Dimension Partnership on Culture is desirable was presented to the Northern 
Dimension Steering Group in September 2008. 
 
Meeting in Riga on 16-17 October 2008, the Ministers of Culture of the Baltic Sea States decided 
“to support the initiative of the Nordic Council of Ministers to examine, in the Northern Dimension, 
the creation of a possible Northern Dimension Cultural Partnership”. 
 
In their joint statement at the Northern Dimension Ministerial meeting in Saint Petersburg on 
October 28th, 2008, the Ministers emphasized the considerable potential for cultural cooperation in 
the area of the Northern Dimension. They appreciated the contribution by the Nordic Council of 
Ministers into the ongoing discussion on perspectives of such cooperation in the ND framework 
including the possibility to create a Partnership. They instructed the ND Steering Group to set up an 
ad-hoc expert group to examine the issue and to assess the feasibility of such a Partnership. 
 
An ad-hoc expert group was set up by the ND Steering Group at a meeting in Oslo on 5 March 
2009. The ad-hoc Expert Group prepared a report which was submitted to the ND Steering Group in 
September 2009.  
 
The ND Senior Officials decided to establish the ND Partnership on Culture at their meeting in 
Stockholm on 12 November 2009. The Senior Officials in Stockholm also instructed the ND 
Steering Group “to convene a Preparatory Committee to finalize the organizational structure of the 
NDPC with the aim to make it fully operational by the time of the second ND Ministerial Meeting”. 
 
An NDPC Prepatory Committee Group started its work in March 2010 and prepared a 
Memorandum of Understanding which was signed by the Parties and the participating countries on 
20 May 2010 in Saint Petersburg. The Memorandum states that the budget for the Secretariat may 
be covered by voluntary contributions from the partners and participating countries. After signing 
the memorandum an NDPC Steering Committee was established. The NDPC Steering Committee 
has worked on an Action Plan for the years 2011-2013 and with the modalities for the Partnership. 
The Action plan was amended by the ND Ministerial Meeting in Oslo in November 2010.  
 
The NDPC Steering Committee made in the second half of 2010 a proposal to the Nordic Council 
of Ministers to host the NDPC Secretariat in its initial phase for the years 2011-13. The Nordic 
Council of Ministers who has hosted and financed the secretarial functions during the time of 
preparation made a decision in November 2010 to host the NDPC Secretariat and to continue its 
financial support to the Partnership.  
 
Some of the participating countries have already announced their voluntary contributions for the 
NDPC Secretariat, but the issue of contributions is still under discussion in the Steering Committee.  
 



During the preparatory work in 2009 and 2010 the NDPC Steering Committee has organized two 
Cultural Forums on the NDPC. The first Cultural Forum took place in Helsinki in September 2099 
and was followed by an International Cultural in Saint Petersburg in May 2010. The Regional 
Councils participating in the Partnership have been represented on both Forums.  
 
In autumn 2010 the temporary NDPC Secretariat held a meeting with the Regional Councils and a 
meeting with the Secretariats of the other ND Partnerships. At this meeting an observer representing 
the Second Northern Dimension Parliamentary Forum was present. 
 
The overall purpose of the meetings was to inform the Regional Councils and the ND Secretariats 
about the Partnership on Culture and to identify issues of mutual interest concerning future 
coordination and cooperation.  
 
CURRENT STATUS 
 
NCM hosting a small secretariat and engaging a senior advisor  
 
The NCM has announced the job position as senior advisor for the NDPC Secretariat. The deadline 
for applications is January 17th and the Steering Committee hopes that a senior advisor can start to 
build up a small secretariat during spring 2011.  
 
NDPC Action Plan for 2011-2012 
 
The Action Plan for 2011 will be concretized by a working group and will be discussed at a 
Steering Committee meeting on January 18th.  

 
Funds for service contracts and projects 
 
The Steering Group has applied for and received funds for three service contracts from the 
EuropeAid funds administrated by the EU Delegation to Russia. The services will be announced for 
tenders in January 2011 and are the following:  

• an investigation of the Viking Heritage Sites in Russia (ND area), the status of the sites  
and the possibilities to develop them for cultural tourism  

• a mapping of the most important music operators in Russia (ND area) as to music festivals, 
record companies, artists etc with the aim to investigate their networks and willingness to 
form new networks to Nordic and Baltic Music Export Agencies 

• a third service contract on an international conference on Cultural Tourism is still pending 
and will be finalized when the results from the Viking Heritage investigation are submitted.  

 
The Delegation of the European Union to Russia is planning to launch a Call for Proposals under 
the programme “Non-state Actors and Local Authorities programme for the Baltic Sea Region 
(within the framework of priorities of the Northern Dimension)”. The overall budget of the Call is 
3,5 mln EUR. This will be a grant scheme to support the cooperation between EU and Russia Non-
State Actors and Local Authorities or similar institutions in favor of the Baltic Sea Region. The 
Cultural component of the Programme has the following specific priority:  

• To encourage the development, use and transfer of efficient and/or innovative practices 
based on Russian and European experiences in regional development with a specific focus 
on creative economy, cultural industries, cultural tourism, contemporary cultural 
production, cultural heritage, mobility of artists and cultural managers.  

 



Conferences and workshops in 2011 
 
Tallinn is a European Cultural Capital in 2011. Tallinn is planning an international conference on 
Creative Economy in late October 2011. The plan is to devote one section of the conference to the 
NDPC.  
 
Finland is holding the chairmanship in the Nordic Council of Ministers in 2011 and is planning a 
conference on NDPC in November 2011.  
 
Alongside these two conferences there are many other conferences and workshops on cultural and 
creative industries in the ND area arranged by others than the NDPC. Information about the NDPC 
will be spread to larger groups of operators as cultural institutions, cultural artists and enterprises, 
clusters and festivals, universities and research institutions.  
 
For more information about the Partnership, please see www.norden.org/ndpc 
 


