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It is a pleasure to welcome Prime Minister Solberg of Norway here today. Our meeting 

gave us a great opportunity to review the bilateral relationship between the European 

Union and Norway. A solid relationship that is very valuable to the European Union. 

We share the same objective of further strengthening our relationship. Norway, as a 

member of the European Economic Area, is already closely integrated into the European 

Union’s internal market. Also, Norway is one of our most important trading partner, 

especially when it comes to oil, gas and fish products. I welcomed the intention of the 

Prime Minister to revise certain measures in relation to the European Economic Area 

Agreement. 

We discussed the economic situation. I informed the Prime Minister of the recent 

economic developments in the EU and in particular in the euro area and I reassured the 

Prime Minister that the existential threat to the eurozone is behind us. 

We also had a good exchange on energy policy. In this respect I underlined the importance 

of close cooperation on carbon capture and storage as well as on renewable energies. I 

welcomed Norway's interest in the new policy framework for the period after 2020. 
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Finally, we touched upon security and defence issues in view of the up-coming discussions 

in the December European Council. I welcomed Norway's contribution to the European 

Union CSDP missions and expressed our readiness to further deepening our cooperation. 

Let me once again thank Prime Minister Solberg for her visit and for her willingness to 

continue strengthening the relations between the European Union and Norway. I look 

forward to a fruitful cooperation. 

 


