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Meld. St. 5 (2012–2013) Report to the Storting (white paper)
The EEA Agreement and Norway’s other agreements with the EU

Summary of actions the Government intends to take 

Preliminary translation

Chapter 5: 

The Government considers it important that Norway makes full use of the opportunities and 
room for manoeuvre provided by the EEA Agreement and Norway’s other agreements with 
the EU to promote Norwegian interests as effectively as possible.  
The Government will: 

 Continue to develop an active European policy along the lines set out in Report No. 23 to 
the Storting (2005–2006) on the implementation of Norway’s European policy.

 Work to ensure that the EEA Agreement continues to secure equal treatment and 
predictability for Norwegian companies and other actors operating in the internal market. 
The main principle underlying the EEA Agreement is to ensure uniform legislation. 
Generally speaking, Norway benefits from this, and Norway will work at the European 
level to promote the development of uniform legislation that is in line with Norway’s 
interests.

 Play an active part in developing legislation for the internal market, ensure that 
Norwegian interests are formulated and promoted clearly and at an early stage, as well as 
safeguard our ability to influence the development of legislation in the EU at all stages of 
the legislative process, in accordance with the conditions established under the EEA 
Agreement.

 When new legislation is being considered by the EU, make sure that a preliminary 
assessment of its relevance to the EEA is carried out as early as possible. This is crucial if 
we are to be able to promote Norway’s interests effectively. When assessing whether, and 
how, a legislative act should be incorporated into the EEA Agreement, the Government 
will also seek to avoid setting unwanted precedents.

 Seek modifications to new legislation that is being incorporated into the EEA Agreement 
in cases where Norway has important interests to safeguard or where there are special
circumstances that warrant this. Any use of our right of reservation must be based on an 
assessment that takes into consideration both Norway’s interests in the matter in question 
and the risk and potential consequences of a possible negative response on the part of the
EU. The Government will consider using the right to enter a reservation in cases where 
particularly important Norwegian interests are threatened by legislative acts that are to be 
incorporated into the EEA Agreement. 

 Develop good and pragmatic solutions to enhance Norway’s links with and participation 
in the various EU agencies and supervisory bodies, on the basis of the framework and 
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procedures set out in the Norwegian Constitution, in the two-pillar system of the EEA 
Agreement and in the Schengen Agreement.

 Defend Norway’s views in cases brought before the EFTA Surveillance Authority (ESA) 
and the EFTA Court, and actively promote our views in cases brought before the EFTA 
Court and the European Court of Justice that are particularly relevant for the 
interpretation of the EEA Agreement in areas of importance to Norway.

 Make active use of the opportunities Norway has to make submissions to the European 
Court of Justice in cases referred by national courts in the EU member states that relate to
the interpretation of the Schengen acquis, particularly cases dealing with matters of 
principle and those where the ruling could have a direct impact on Norway’s 
implementation of the acquis.   

 Build on the Schengen cooperation by actively participating in the development of new 
Schengen-related legislation.  

 Safeguard and make use of the rights to participate granted to us under our association 
agreements in the field of justice and home affairs.

 Help to ensure that all Schengen member states are able to fulfil their obligations under 
the Schengen cooperation.

 Actively participate in efforts to combat transnational crime in Europe.

 Examine the possibility of establishing an understanding with the EU that would make it 
quicker and easier for Norway to participate in specific areas of the EU’s cooperation in 
the fields of civil justice, criminal justice and police cooperation, in cases where this is of 
mutual interest.

 Further develop our close foreign and security policy cooperation with the EU in areas of
strategic importance to Norway and fields where together we can make an effective 
contribution to international cooperation, for example in the High North, democracy 
building and human rights, climate change and the environment, international 
development assistance and efforts to promote peace and reconciliation.
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Chapter 6: 

The Government will: 

- Promote the development of a well-functioning internal market that ensures good 
framework conditions for Norwegian companies, value creation and welfare. In this 
work emphasis is placed on maintaining close dialogue with stakeholders in Norway. 

- Make use of the opportunities and room for manoeuvre provided by the EEA 
Agreement when implementing EEA legislation in Norway, so as to promote the 
development of a well-functioning internal market and safeguard the Norwegian model 
for working life, the needs of Norwegian companies and Norwegian value creation.

- Ensure that the Norwegian model for working life is maintained. This involves 
continuing the tripartite cooperation between employers, the trade union movement and 
the state, safeguarding pay and working conditions in connection with the establishment 
of companies and the provision of services across national borders, and protecting 
collective rights, including the right to strike.

- Cooperate with the EU in the areas of health security and civil protection.

- Promote the development of well-functioning and predictable energy markets in Europe 
and safeguard Norwegian interests in connection with the development of EU policy 
and legislation, particularly that relating to natural gas, electricity, oil and renewable 
energy. The Government attaches importance to continuing Norway’s energy dialogue 
with the EU.  

- Continue its close, binding cooperation with the EU on environmental policy. This 
involves safeguarding Norway’s environmental interests and promoting a sound 
environmental policy in Europe.

- Seek to ensure that the EU’s new programmes for 2014–2020 are developed in line with 
Norway’s views and priorities, particularly in the fields of education and research. 
Norwegian participation in the EU’s new framework programme for research and 
innovation (Horizon 2020) must be assessed not only in terms of its research and 
innovation dimension, but also from a societal, business, budgetary and broader foreign 
policy perspective. 

- Continue to pursue an active regional policy within the framework of the EEA 
Agreement. It is particularly important that support for business development in the 
form of regional investment aid and differentiated employers’ national insurance 
contributions can continue to be provided to areas of low population density and 
population decline.    

- Work to secure improved market access for Norwegian seafood in the EU market and 
further develop cooperation on joint management of the marine environment and living 
marine resources. 
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- Promote the development of a sound European regulatory framework for the financial 
sector as well as strong financial institutions, and thereby reduce the risk of crisis and 
economic collapse. 

- Seek to maintain close and confidential Nordic cooperation on important European 
issues. The Government considers it important that issues to be dealt with in the EU and 
EEA and that have relevance for all the Nordic countries are discussed in a Nordic 
context at an early stage.

- Further develop the annual work programme for EU/EEA issues so that it becomes a 
strategic instrument in Norway’s European policy.
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Chapter 7: 

The Government will: 

- Support the work carried out by schools to ensure that curriculums are implemented, 
and facilitate the development of information material that can be used to support 
teaching in schools.

- Promote the development of a strong community of researchers on European issues in 
Norway.

- Work to strengthen knowledge about the EEA at all levels of the public administration 
by providing relevant training and making better use of existing expertise.  

- Work to ensure that all ministries take full advantage of the opportunities we have to 
second national experts to the Commission. In the Government’s view, local and 
regional authorities should also be given the opportunity to second experts and other 
personnel to the Commission. 

- Work to ensure the secondment of national experts to the European Parliament.

- Continue to promote close coordination and efficiency in the public administration’s 
work on EU and EEA matters. 

- Strengthen dialogue with stakeholders and local authorities in ongoing work on 
important EU and EEA matters. 

- Involve the research community and stakeholders in efforts to assess important 
European policy issues. 

- Make sure that the business sector is provided with adequate information about the EEA 
Agreement and Norway’s other agreements with the EU.


