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DRAFT MINUTES

Opening of the meeting

1. The President of the EEA JPC, Mr Svein Roald Hansen, opened the meeting, and the 
Vice-President, Mr Pat the Cope Gallagher, welcomed participants.

Adoption of the Draft Agenda (Ref.1108778)

2. The Agenda was adopted.

Approval of the minutes of the 36th meeting of the EEA JPC (Ref. 1106594)

3. The Minutes from the latest meeting in Svalbard were adopted.

Development of the EEA Agreement and follow up to resolutions adopted at the 36th

meeting of the EEA Joint Parliamentary Committee

4. Mr Kurt Jäger, President-in-Office of the EEA Joint Committee and representing the 
President-in-Office of the EEA Council, opened by commenting on the ongoing economic 
crisis. Many of the policy initiatives taken by the EU in response to the crisis are outside the 
scope of the EEA Agreement, but nevertheless crucial for the future of the integrated 
European economy and as such of great importance to the EEA EFTA States. The Speaker 
highlighted the importance of the European Supervisory Authorities for financial markets and 
that they were currently discussing how the EEA EFTA States are to participate in these new 
Authorities. The Speaker then moved on to the Europe 2020 strategy He mentioned that it 
seems likely that over half of the more than 300 proposed measures will eventually become 
legislative acts that are EEA-relevant. Mr Jäger commented in particular on the Single 
Market Act, where it is already clear that 11 of the 12 so-called “key actions” of the Act are
EEA-relevant. He underlined that the Single Market is largely in place and has so far 
weathered the crisis well, but that it requires continuous work.  Therefore, the EEA EFTA 
side had recently agreed with the EEAS to look at the work practices and procedures 



regarding the processing of EEA relevant acquis to see whether there can be further 
improvements of the system by reducing delays in the adoption and implementation of the 
new legislative acts. Mr Jäger held that maintaining a homogenous EEA also entails adjusting 
existing rules to new social and economic realities and by developing it in new areas in light 
of technological change. Thus, the Resolution on the Digital Agenda to be adopted by the 
JPC, is highly topical, as the development of the single digital market is one of the priorities 
under the Single Market Act.

5. The Speaker commented that “Decision shaping” is a key concept in the EEA to 
ensure the involvement of the EEA EFTA States. Recent developments in the EU have
opened up new channels and opportunities for influencing decision making in the EEA. Mr 
Jäger pointed out that of particular relevance to the JPC are the vastly expanded powers of the 
European Parliament, and that adjustments in procedures to mirror some of these 
developments have been made, where all EEA relevant proposals are now transmitted to the 
EEA EFTA national parliaments as soon as they are adopted by the European Commission. 
As this system has only recently been established, it is too early to say how it will work in 
practice, he pointed out, and that it will also depend on the parliamentarians. They will have 
to be proactive and innovative to take advantage of these new opportunities, he stated. The 
Resolution on a European refunding scheme for drinks containers provides an excellent 
example, he said, as this is the first time that a concrete measure for adoption in the EEA has 
been proposed here in the JPC. Finally, Mr Jäger turned to the social dimension of the EEA, 
commenting that as the JPC rightly note in the Resolution on the Financial Mechanisms, one 
of the key long term developments in the EEA is the vast expansion of financial contributions 
from the EEA EFTA States to reducing economic and social disparities in Europe. 

6. Ms Katarzyna Harazim, representing the EU President of the EEA Council, started 
her intervention by informing that all EU Member States had finalised their ratification 
procedures for the Agreement on the participation of Bulgaria and Romania in the EEA. She 
then turned to the main issues to be discussed in the upcoming EEA Council meeting in 
November. In relation to the economic crisis, she mentioned that the EEA Council is 
expected to welcome progress on a number of important economic dossiers, such as the 
single Market Act and the "Flagship Initiatives" of the Europe 2020 strategy. Ms Harazim 
mentioned that the other main issue in the forthcoming EEA Council was on energy matters. 
The entry into force of the Third Package for the Internal Energy Market in March 2011, and 
the appropriate participation of the EEA EFTA States in the newly established Agency for the 
Cooperation of Energy Regulators and the European Network for Transmission System 
Operators, was highlighted in this regard. The Speaker also mentioned the adoption by the 
EU Council of the Regulation on Energy Market Integrity and Transparency and the progress 
made in incorporating the Renewables Directive into the EEA Agreement. The Speaker also 
said that the EEA Council would probably welcome the new system of delegated and 
implementing acts, and express its satisfaction on the continued participation of the EEA-
EFTA States in the expert committees of the Commission. Furthermore, Ms Harazim stressed 
that the EEA Council would take note of the resolutions adopted by the JPC.

7. The Speaker then turned to the priorities and activities of the Polish Presidency 
related to the EEA. She highlighted the organisation by the Presidency of the first Single 
Market Forum, which took place in Krakow on 3-4 October 2011. The findings of the Forum 
were set out in the so-called "Krakow declaration". The Speaker then turned to the European 
Neighbourhood Policy, stressing that the Presidency supports the implementation of an 



agreed strategy to develop democratisation, boost the economy and create new jobs in the 
Mediterranean region, as well as the particular attention given to the Eastern dimension of the 
Neighbourhood policy, with the organisation of the second Eastern Partnership Summit, held 
in Warsaw on 29-30 September. The Polish Presidency takes the view that the EEA 
Agreement should be promoted in the EU Neighbourhood as an exemplary model for those 
partners who are willing and able to move further to progressive economic integration into 
the EU Internal Market. The Speaker then turned to the importance the Presidency attaches to 
the review of the implementation status of the EEA and Norwegian Financial Mechanisms, 
for the period 2009-2014. 

8. Mr Gianluca Grippa, EU President of the EEA Joint Committee, noted that 300 new 
legal acts into the EEA Agreement in 2011, during the first year of functioning of the EEAS 
as lead manager of the EEA agreement, illustrating the well functioning of the agreement, 
although there are areas that can improve. He referred to article 102 of the EEA agreement on 
simultaneous application of new Community legislation, whereas a research project 
commissioned by the Norwegian EEA review showed that on average it takes two years in 
the field of services between the date the EU issues a legal act and the date the respective 
Joint Committee Decision enters into force. Furthermore, that on average a directive has to be 
transposed by the EEA/EFTA states 257 days for the service field and 341 days for the 
environment field later than in the EU. Quoting the report, he stated that institutional 
adaptations in terms of allocating competences between the European Commission, the 
EFTA Surveillance Authority and the authorities of the member states due to the different 
institutional setting are the most frequent adaptations, which can delay the adoption of an EU 
act by the EEA EFTA states. These delays have led to a backlog of more than 500 new legal 
acts, Mr Grippa pointed out, which are either marked EEA-relevant in the EU Official 
Journal or considered EEA-relevant by EFTA experts, hindering the possibility to ensure 
simultaneous application, legal security and homogeneity of the EEA. He called for close 
contact between the partners to address the backlog and plan its progressive reduction. 

9. The Speaker was pleased to report on progress in some areas where there are legal 
acts still to be incorporated into the agreement, mentioning Aviation Safety Regulation, 
Renewables Directive and Internal Energy Market. On the other hand, there still remain few 
issues of concern with other directives, such as the Audiovisual Media Services Directive, 
and to ensure that objectives of the ongoing postal reforms in the European Economic Area 
are not undermined, while efficiently addressing the remaining concerns on the 
implementation of the Third Postal Directive. Mr Grippa concluded with mentioning the on-
going review of the EEA Agreement called for by the EU Council, had active participation of 
the relevant Commission services and was expected to be ready in 2012.

10. Ms Oda H. Sletnes, President of the EFTA Surveillance Authority feferred to the 
biannual Internal Market Scoreboard published in September, where the three EEA EFTA 
States are performing well with an average implementation deficit of 0,9%. Turning to 
specific cases, she mentioned the Icesave case, where ESA sent Iceland a Reasoned Opinion 
this summer and received a reply earlier in October which was being assessed. Furthermore, 
the Authority still had pending investigations in the state aid field related to the collapse and 
restructuring of the major Icelandic banks. The week before, ESA had cleared the state aid 
issues in the merger of the third and fourth biggest Icelandic banks, Islandsbanki and Byr. 
However, the Islandsbanki was requested to submit a new restructuring plan within three 
months after the transaction. She also mentioned that ESA was currently assessing the 
restructuring plans of new banks in Iceland after the crisis in 2008. Ms Sletnes then 



mentioned state aid cases related to tax rules in Liechtenstein, where the EFTA court had 
supported ESA in the conclusion that some special rules regarding the taxation of captive 
insurance companies in Liechtenstein constitute state aid incompatible with the EEA 
Agreement. She moved on to the state aid case pending before the EFTA Court regarding the 
Norwegian costal steamer, Hurtigruten, concerning additional compensation given to the 
company in 2008 for expenses outside of the original contract with the Norwegian State. 
Other Norwegian cases where ESA was looking into cross-subsidisation included waste 
management, fitness centres, catering services, hospital pharmacies and gardening services.

11. In the field of competition, the Speaker mentioned the Posten Norge case, where ESA 
had imposed a fine of EUR 12, 89 million on Posten Norge AS for abusing its dominant 
position in Norway between 2000 and 2006 by preventing competing providers of parcel 
delivery services access to some of the largest retail groups in Norway. Posten Norge 
challenged this decision before the Court. Turning to the Internal Market, Ms Sletnes 
mentioned three Reasoned Opinions which were sent to Norway in the summer. In one of 
them, which also concerns Iceland, the two States were asked to change their legislation 
concerning conditions for unemployment benefits for migrant workers who only worked for a 
short period of time in the respective labour markets, of which ESA had received 
confirmation in October that both States would change their legislation concerning this issue. 
The two other reasoned opinions sent to Norway concerned employment conditions in public 
procurement and the payment of child benefits in cases where one parent is working in 
Norway, while the child is living with the other parent in another EEA State.  

12. In the ensuing debate, Mr Sigurdsson commented on the Icesave case, stating that this 
was a bilateral issue between Iceland and the countries of concern and not an issue for ESA. 
Mr Gunnlaugsson supported this statement, claiming the ESA handling was more political 
than legal. Mr Gallagher referred to the EU review of the EEA cooperation and the EU-Swiss
relations, and stated that it should be seen in light of the considerable changes that have taken 
place in the EU since 1994, and that these changes might encourage possible improvements 
or changes in EU's relationship to the EEA EFTA States and Switzerland. Mr Rübig raised 
the issue of the increasing intergovernmental cooperation due to the crisis and how to engage 
in this process. He also inquired about the status of the paediatric directive. Ms Gunnarsdóttir
supported Mr Sigurdsson and Mr Gunnlaugsson and stated that Iceland would need exception 
from the likely new deposit directive. Mr Hansen asked about the status for the Micro-States 
after to the report by the Hungarian EU Council Presidency, whereas Mr Cassis asked about 
the status for the EC informal working group on Switzerland. Mr Hansen asked for an 
explanatory note on the relation between the concerns of the backlog of the EEA EFTA states 
and the scoreboard showing good performance of the same states.

Consideration of the working paper on the Review of the EEA (Ref. 1105425)

13. The President informed the issue would be developed into a report for the next JPC 
meeting. 

Consideration of the draft report on the EU Digital Agenda and the EEA (Ref. 1109540)

14. The Co-rapporteurs, Mr Rübig and Mr Gunnlaugsson introduced the report and 
resolution, highlighting the importance of digital development for the internal market. Mr 
Halgason inquired about the issue from the report on decreasing digital literacy, to which Mr 
Rübig claimed that the education system was not properly adapted to the digital age and that 



the development is faster than, especially elderly people, adapt to the technology, whereas Ms 
Brzobohatá raised the issue of data security.

Consideration of the draft report on EEA and Norwegian Grants: Contributing to the 
social and economic cohesion in Europe (Ref.1109628)

15. The Co-rapporteurs, Mr Nesvik and Ms Brzobohatá, introduced the report and the 
resolution, underlining the importance of these grants in the EEA cooperation, especially in 
the current situation. Mr Sigurdsson congratulated the rapporteurs on highlighting in the 
report and resolution important issues in relation to the EEA and Norwegian Grants.

Consideration of the draft report on European Refund Scheme for Drinks Containers
(Ref. 1109615)

16. The Co-rapporteurs, Ms Hedh and Mr Astrup, introduced the report and the 
resolution, stressing that this political initiative in an EEA setting was a good example for 
future cooperation in the JPC. Mr Nesvik welcomed the initiative, and underlined that the 
costs for consumers of an EEA wide system must be kept low. Mr Sanner emphasised the 
environmental implication and that the system could also provide information on travel 
patterns in Europe. Mr Hansen inquired if some footwork in the EP could be done to see how 
to push the issue forward. Mr Astrup underlined the need for ample time for phasing in and 
phasing out, and that the new system could make packaging easier and eventually reduce 
costs. Ms Hedh supported this, while highlighting that the most benefit would be for the 
environment. 

Vote on the draft resolutions

17. The resolutions were adopted unanimously.

Future work of the EEA JPC

18. The President informed that the Bureau had decided on four topics for the next 
meeting: Common Fishery Policy, Whitebook on Transport, the EEA review and the Annual 
Report.  

11. Election of President and Vice-President of the EEA JPC for 2012

19. Mr Hansen announced that pursuant a principle of rotating presidency of the JPC, Mr 
Gallagher will take over the position of President and Mr Quaderer will become Vice-
President in 2012.

12. Any other business

20. No other business was raised.

13. Date of next meeting

21. The President gave the word to Mr Sigurdsson who informed that the next meeting 
will take place in Akureyri, with arrival on the second and departure on the fifth of May.
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Ref. 1108778
18 October 2011
Brussels

37TH MEETING OF THE EEA JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

European Parliament, Strasbourg
Louise Weiss Building, Room N1.3

Wednesday, 26 October 2011 
15.00 – 18.30

and
Thursday, 27 October 2011

09.00 – 11.00

DRAFT AGENDA

1. Opening of the meeting

2. Adoption of the Draft Agenda (Ref.1108778)

3. Approval of the minutes of the 36th meeting of the EEA JPC (Ref. 1106594)

4. Development of the EEA Agreement and follow up to resolutions adopted at the 36th

meeting of the EEA Joint Parliamentary Committee

Statements by

 Mr Kurt JAEGER, President-in-Office of the EEA Joint Committee and representing 
the President-in-Office of the EEA Council

 Ms Katarzyna HARAZIM, representing the EU President of the EEA Council
 Mr Gianluca GRIPPA, EU President of the EEA Joint Committee
 Ms Oda H. SLETNES, President of the EFTA Surveillance Authority

Followed by an exchange of views

5. Consideration of the working paper on the Review of the EEA (Ref. 1105425)

Co-rapporteurs: Mr Svein Roald HANSEN (Labour Party, Norway)
Mr Pat the Cope GALLAGHER (ALDE, Ireland)

Followed by an exchange of views



6. Consideration of the draft report on the EU Digital Agenda and the EEA (Ref. 1109540)

Co-rapporteurs: Mr Sigmundur D. GUNNLAUGSSON (Progressive Party, Iceland)
Mr Paul RÜBIG (EPP, Austria)

Followed by an exchange of views

7. Consideration of the draft report on EEA and Norwegian Grants: Contributing to the 
social and economic cohesion in Europe (Ref.1109628)

Co-rapporteurs: Mr Harald T. NESVIK (Progress Party, Norway)
Ms Zuzana BRZOBOHATÁ (S&D, Czech Republic)

Followed by an exchange of views

8. Consideration of the draft report on European Refund Scheme for Drinks Containers 
(Ref. 1109615)

Co-rapporteurs: Mr Nikolai ASTRUP (Conservative Party, Norway)
Ms Anna HEDH (S&D, Sweden)

9. Vote on the draft resolutions

10. Future work of the EEA JPC

11. Election of President and Vice-President of the EEA JPC for 2012

12. Any other business

13. Date of next meeting
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37TH MEETING OF THE EEA JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

European Parliament, Strasbourg

Wednesday, 26 October 2011, 15.00-18.30
and 

Thursday, 27 October 2011, 09.00-12.00

Draft List of Participants

Iceland 

Mr Árni Thór SIGURDSSON Left- Green Movement

Mr Skúli HELGASON Social Democratic Alliance

Mr Sigmundur D. GUNNLAUGSSON Progressive Party

Ms Thorgerdur K. GUNNARSDÓTTIR Independence Party

Mr Magnús O. SCHRAM Social Democratic Alliance

Mr Stígur STEFÁNSSON Secretary to the delegation

Liechtenstein

Mr Harry QUADERER Independent

Mr Albert FRICK Progressive Citizen’s Party

Ms Sandra GERBER-LEUENBERGER Secretary to the delegation



Norway

Mr Svein Roald HANSEN
(EEA JPC President)

Labour Party

Mr Harald T. NESVIK Progress Party

Mr Nikolai ASTRUP Conservative Party

Ms Irene JOHANSEN Labour Party

Ms Gina BARSTAD Socialist Left Party

Mr Jan Tore SANNER Conservative Party

Ms Laila DÅVOY Christian Democratic Party

Mr Steinar GULLVÅG Labour Party

Mr Øyvind REKSTAD Secretary to the delegation

Mr Per NESTANDE Secretary to the delegation

Ms Merethe ELVESTAD Secretary to the delegation

European Parliament

Mr Pat the Cope GALLAGHER
(EEA JPC Vice President)

Labour Party

Ms Anna HEDH S&D, Sweden

Mr Thomas ULMER EPP, Germany

Mr János ÁDER EPP, Hungary

Ms Zuzana BRZOBOHATA S&D, Czech Republic

Ms Elzbieta Sidonia JEDRZEJEWSKA EPP, Poland



Mr Syed KAMALL ECR, United Kingdom

Mr Constantin Petru LUHAN EPP, Romania

Ms Arlene MCCARTHY S&D, United Kingdom

Mr Paul RÜBIG EPP, Austria

Ms Catherine STIHLER S&D, United Kingdom

Mr Indrek TARAND Greens/EFA, Estonia

Mr Corneliu Vadim TUDOR NI, Romania

Mr Philippe DE VILLIERS EFD, France

Ms Diana WALLIS ALDE, United Kingdom

Ms Sabine WILS GUE/NGL, Germany

Observers

Switzerland

Mr Ignazio CASSIS Liberal Democratic Party

Mr Didier BERBERAT Social-Democratic Party

Ms Brigitta M. GADIENT Civic Democratic Party

Ms Marlies BÄNZIGER Swiss Green Party

Mr Raphaël COMTE Liberal Democratic Party
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Ms Kathy RIKLIN Christian Democratic Party

Ms Elena WILDI-BALLABIO Secretary to the delegation

Speakers

Mr Gianluca GRIPPA EU President of the EEA Joint 
Committee

Ms Katarzyna HARAZIM Representing the EU President of the 
EEA Council

Mr Kurt JAEGER President-in-Office of the EEA Joint 
Committee and representing the 
President-in-Office of the EEA Council

Ms Oda H. SLETNES President of the EFTA Surveillance 
Authority

EEA JPC Staff

Mr Carl-Thomas GRUENERT Head of Unit, Enlargement/EEA, European 
Parliament

Mr Andri LÚTHERSSON Senior Officer, ECD, EFTA Secretariat

Ms Margrethe SAXEGAARD Senior Officer, ECD, EFTA Secretariat

Ms Maya Todorova Administrative Assistant, European 
Parliament

Mr Einar EKERN Officer, ECD, EFTA Secretariat

Other observers and guests

Ms Bergdís ELLERTSDÓTTIR Deputy Secretary-General, EFTA
Secretariat
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Appendix III

37th Meeting

26 October 2011, Strasbourg

RESOLUTIONS

Adopted pursuant to Rules 11 and 13 of the Rules of Procedure, 
at the 37th  meeting of the Joint Parliamentary Committee

in Strasbourg

 on 26 October 2011

EU Digital Agenda and the EEA
Co-rapporteurs: Mr Paul RÜBIG (EPP, Austria)

Mr Sigmundur D. GUNNLAUGSSON (Progressive Party, 
Iceland)

adopted unanimously

and

EEA and Norwegian Grants: Contributing to the Social and Economic Cohesion 
in Europe

Co-rapporteurs: Mr Harald T. NESVIK (MP, Progress Party, Norway)
Ms Zuzana BRZOBOHATÁ (S&D, Czech Republic)

adopted unanimously

and

European Refund Scheme for Drinks Containers
Co-rapporteurs: Mr Nikolai ASTRUP (Conservative Party, Norway)

Ms Anna HEDH (S&D, Sweden)
adopted unanimously
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on 

EU Digital Agenda and the EEA

The Joint Parliamentary Committee of the European Economic Area:

A. emphasising the full participation of the EEA EFTA States in the Internal Market,

B. acknowledging the importance of implementation of EEA legislation in order to 
establish a dynamic and homogenous European Economic Area,

1. welcomes the Digital Agenda for Europe (DAE), issued in May 2010, as one 
of the seven "flagships" of the Europe 2020 strategy, and emphasises the role 
of the Information and communication technology in objectives thereof;

2. undelines the importance of the delivery of sustainable economic and social 
benefits from a digital single market based on fast and ultra fast internet and 
interoperable applications across the EEA;

3. takes note of the commitments to undertake 101 specific policy actions 
intended to stimulate investment in and the usage of digital technologies; of 
which, 78 actions (including 31 legal proposals) to be taken up by the 
Commission and 23 actions proposed to the Member States;

4. takes note of the charting of progress of both the announced policy actions and 
the key performance targets, as well as the  publication of an annual
scoreboard; and welcomes the progress made as reported in the evaluation  
released in May 2011; 

5. highlights the need for close cooperation amongst EU institutions, Member 
State and all interested stakeholders, including EEA/EFTA states, with a view 
to assessment of progress and emerging challenges, in the form of the 
proposed annual Digital Agenda Assembly;

6. recognises the important challenges facing the EU Members States as well as 
EEA/EFTA states of DAE addressed in the seven pillars:  (1) fragmented 
digital markets, (2) lack of interoperability, (3) rising cybercrime and risk of 
low trust in networks, (4) lack of investment in networks, (5) insufficient 
research and innovation efforts, (6) lack of digital literacy and skills, and (7) 
missed opportunities in addressing societal challenges;

A vibrant digital single market

7. Welcomes the actions aimed at harmonising rules across the EEA in the area 
of digital single market in which Consumers and businesses are still faced with 
considerable uncertainty about their rights and legal protection despite the 
existing body of key single market legislation on eCommerce, eInvoicing and 
eSignatures;
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8. in this regard highlights the need for opening of public data resources for re-
use, by means of a review of the Directive on Re-Use of Public Sector 
Information, in order to unlock the public data potential across Europe with an 
estimated market value of  €27 billion; (Action 3);

9. welcomes  preserving orphan works and out of print works, by means of 
creating a legal framework to facilitate the digitisation and dissemination of 
cultural works in Europe (Action 2) by proposing a Directive on orphan works 
by 2010, in order to exploit the millions of copyrighted cultural works in 
libraries and museums throughout Europe; proposes inclusion of EEA/EFTA 
states in the project;

10. welcomes  the wide stakeholder debate on further measures to stimulate a 
European online content market,  including measures to promote cross-border 
and pan-European licenses (Action 4);

11. expects with eagerness fixing of a date for migration to Single European 
Payment which could generate net benefits of € 123 billion over six years for 
the market as a whole & eInvoicing worth roughly  € 240 billion in savings 
over a six-year period (Action 7);

12. supports simplification  of pan-European licensing for online works in order to 
enable Consumers to  access all available European content and authors and 
prevent loss of revenue due to the illegal markets (.Action 1);

13. commends the plans to protect intellectual property rights online in order to 
push ahead with the creation, production and distribution of digital content 
(Action 6) and recognises the potential for EEA-wide positive effects;

14. fully supports a revision of the eSignature directive in order to provide for 
more secure solutions that are increasingly needed to protect personal data 
online (Action 8);

15. welcomes the ambition to overcome the fragmentation of contract law by 
Complementing the Consumer Rights Directive with an additional instrument, 
in particular as regards the online environment (Action 13) and recognises the 
potential for EEA-wide application of the ambition to provide for durable 
solutions for voice and data roaming by 2012 in order to achieve zero 
difference in between roaming and national tariffs by 2015 (Action 101);

Interoperability and standards

16. supports provision of guidance on ICT standardisation and public procurement 
in order help public authorities use standards (Action 23), in this context calls 
on the EU institutions to include the views of the EEA/EFTA states, in 
ensuring that good ICT standards are available and used, notably in public 
procurement and legislation;

Trust and security 
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17. Considers the trust in using internet by Europeans as a vital prerequisite in 
furthering digital internal market as well as safety and prioritises addressing of 
the rise of "cybercrime" , including child abuse, identity theft and cyber-
attacks; 

18. in this regard supports strengthening of the fight against cybercrime at 
international level in order to strengthen global risk management and targeted 
actions against computer-based crime and security attack (Action 32),
including coordinated action in the EEA;

19. considers reporting of illegal content online and awareness campaigns on 
online safety for children a priority; in this context recommends pan-European 
cooperation and sharing of best practice in order to diminish sexual abuse of 
children (Action 36);

Fast and ultra fast internet access

20. Fully supports the ambition to ensure that by 2020 all Europeans have access 
to much faster internet at speeds of above 30 Mbps; emphahise the positivge 
effects on for EEA-wide online market; and in particular supports the  
implementation of a European Spectrum Policy Programme, in order to 
prevent the lack of frequencies from becoming an obstacle to the 
competitiveness of EU businesses in the global market for wireless 
innovations; (Action 44);

Research and innovation

21. urges the EU an EEA-EFTA states invest much more in ICT research and 
development in the view of the Commission's  evaluation that Europe 
continues to under-invest in this area in comparison with other industrialised 
economies;

22. highlights the need for more private investment for ICT research and 
innovation in order to keep Europe's  competitive edge in ICT R&D (Action 
50); and emphasise the need for reinforcement of  the coordination and 
pooling of resources in order to reduce fragmentation, redundancies and to 
better exploit synergies.(Action 51);

Enhancing digital literacy, skills and inclusion

23. Urges all stakeholders to address the growing professional ICT skills shortage 
and a digital literacy deficit in Europe, in particular with regard to people from 
disadvantaged groups such as the elderly or the disabled, in order to  take 
advantage of the opportunities presented by continuing progress of the Internet 
and ICT;

ICT-enabled benefits for EU society

24. Highlights the potential contribution of actions proposed by harnessing the full 
potential of ICT in better addressing some of Europe's most acute societal 
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challenges, such as climate change and other pressures on the environment, an 
ageing population and rising health costs, developing more efficient public 
services and integrating people with disabilities, digitising Europe's cultural 
heritage and making it available to this and future generations;

25. in this regards supports the deployment of eHealth technologies across Europe 
in order to improve the quality of care, reduction of medical costs and 
fostering of independent living, including in remote places in a safe online 
environment (actions 75 and 77);

26. commends the objective to wider distribute the cultural and creative content, 
in particular a sustainable model for financing the EU public digital library 
"Europeana" and digitisation of content; in order to provide for cheaper and 
quicker reproduction as well as  creation of more opportunities for authors and
content providers to reach global audiences;

27. highlights the need to implement  the objective to make the EU Member 
States´  eGovernment services fully interoperable and supports the plans to 
propose concrete steps in a White Paper on how to interconnect eProcurement 
capacity across the single market (actions 84, 89, 90);

28. Urges the Commission's not to delay further its objective to adopt the Air 
Traffic Management Solutions for the Single European Sky (SESAR) 
deployment strategy (Action 93) permitting EEA-wide operational deployment 
by 2020;

International aspects of the Digital Agenda

29. recognises the importance of promotion of internationalisation of internet 
governance and global cooperation due to the global nature and the strategic 
importance of the Internet, and the potential of  EEA-wide inclusive dialogue, 
welcome the Decision at 65th UN General Assembly in December 2010, 
extending the  Internet Governance Forum until 2015.
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on 

EEA and Norwegian Grants: Contributing to the Social and Economic Cohesion 
in Europe

The EEA Joint Parliamentary Committee:

1. notes the significant contribution by the EEA EFTA States to social and 
economic cohesion in the enlarged EEA through the EEA and Norwegian 
Financial Mechanisms, and appreciates the valuable opportunities this offers
stakeholders in the beneficiary states;

2. welcomes the wide scope of eligibility of stakeholders, and particularly
highlights the fact that civil society organisations, which are a driving force in 
the development of policies for social inclusion and regional development, are 
eligible at all levels of funding;

3. notes thee significant gaps between Europe’s regions and countries in terms of 
economic, social and territorial development whereas the expansions of the 
EU (Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, 
Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia in 2004, followed by Bulgaria and Romania in 
2007 – collectively the ‘EU-12’) brought a 20% increase in the EU’s 
population, but only a 5% increase in GDP.

4. welcomes that the EEA Grants and Norway Grants are based on a firm vision 
of a stable and prosperous Europe where social and economic inequalities are 
consigned to the past; and acknowledges that it is a commitment to more than 
a shared future, based on a common foundation of European values of 
democracy and solidarity.

5. underlines the importance of dedicated funding for non-governmental 
organisations which will enable civil society to continue to play a vital role in 
the development of European democracy, as well as in specific policy areas 
under the Grants; and highlighting that the promotion of cooperation is a 
concrete aim of the Grants; 

6. underlines the importance of maintaining full transparency and accountability 
in the application process as well as in the approval and execution phase so 
that the allocation of funds is used in the most effective way possible and 
reaches the stated goals; emphasises intensified cooperation and dialogue 
between donor and beneficiary states; and urges continuous reviews with the 
aim to constantly improve procedures;

7. recognizes that many pressing current issues, such as demographic trends, 
rising social inequalities, immigration, environmental concerns and resource 
sustainability, do not stop at national borders and that shared challenges 
require shared solutions; and underlines that working in cooperation through 
bilateral programmes and projects provides an arena for learning from good 
practices elsewhere;
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8. highlights that the economies of the donor and beneficiary states are strongly 
intertwined in the internal European market, increasing opportunities for trade 
and investment and that as members of the Schengen area, strengthened police 
and judiciary cooperation serves in the fight against organised crime and 
illegal immigration;

9. underlines the importance of that all EEA countries are committed to fighting 
climate change and that climate action is at the heart of the Europe 2020 with 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, curbing pollution and preserving a healthy 
environment being policy priorities for Europe.

10. welcomes that one-quarter of the total contribution between 2004 and 2009 –
€275 million – was spent on environmental protection, environmental research 
and sustainable development projects, most of the funding being targeted at 
measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, as well as investments to reduce 
water pollution, improve waste management, strengthen environmental 
management and protect biodiversity.  

11. welcomes that a quarter of the 2009-2014 EEA and Norway Grants – around 
€450 million – is set aside for environment and climate change and that the 
reduction of greenhouse gases is specifically targeted through the priority 
sectors for climate change and renewable energy, in addition to carbon capture 
and storage.

12. recognizes that there are significant disparities between European countries 
and regions, with all of the EEA and Norway Grants beneficiary states well 
below the 3% target; and underlines that plugging this deficit, and creating an 
environment that encourages high-quality research and technological 
development, it is crucial to keep pace with global competition and drive 
forward growth in Europe;

13. underlines that of the EU's 271 regions, one in four has a GDP of less than 
75% of the EU average and whilst economic and social disparities between 
regions are found in all EU member states, the regions with the lowest GDP 
per capita are located in some of the beneficiary states of the EEA and Norway 
Grants;

14. welcomes that support from the EEA and Norway Grants to the health and 
childcare sector has helped to tackle inequalities and improve public health in 
the beneficiary states; 



19

on 

European Refund Scheme for Drinks Containers

The Joint Parliamentary Committee of the European Economic Area:

A. emphasising the full participation of the EEA EFTA States in the Internal Market,

B. acknowledging the fragmentation of the Internal Market in the field of beverage 
packaging, deposit systems and free movement of goods;

C. having regard to text with EEA relevance, such as EU directive on "waste and 
repealing certain Directives" (2008/98/EC) of 19 November 2008 and EU 
Directive (94/62/EC) of 20 December 1994 on "packaging and packaging waste";

D. having regard to the Commission Communication on beverage packaging, deposit 
systems and free movement of goods published on 9 May 2009;

1. calls on the Commission to introduce a mandatory deposit refund system for 
the whole European Economic Area; in order to provide for a free movement 
of goods as well as to allow consumers to reclaim their deposits regardless of 
where they buy the beverages and return the packaging; 

2. emphasises the possible positive effects of a mandatory deposit refund 
system, such as an increase of the overall EU recycling rate for beverage 
packaging, and decreased costs for the market operators to adapt their
packaging according to different national requirements;

3. in this context recognises the contribution a mandatory deposit refund system 
would have in increasing environmental awareness in the general public; 

4. recognises several challenges of the introduction of an EEA-wide mandatory 
deposit refund system for beverage packaging, such as changes to all national 
systems which could lead to additional costs; therefore calls for further 
research in this area, in close coordination and cooperation with the retailers 
as well as the beverage and the packaging industries.

5. furthermore in this regards calls on the Commission to suggest necessary 
phasing-out periods;

6. stresses the need for a single deposit refund system which would  be user-
friendly and easy to understand; underlines the importance of uniform 
labelling across the EEA;

7. Encourages beverage producers to optimise their production and logistics for 
the whole internal market; 
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8. welcomes current initiatives in this area, such as the current EU-sponsored 
project examining 'Options and feasibility of a European refund system for 
metal beverage cans' and the Nordic Council initiative on the issue;


