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E U R O P E A N  E C O N O M I C  A R E A

J O I N T  P A R L I A M E N T A R Y  
C O M M I T T E E

 RESOLUTION1

EEA AND NORWEGIAN GRANTS:
CONTRIBUTING TO THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC COHESION IN 

EUROPE

The EEA Joint Parliamentary Committee;

1. notes the significant contribution by the EEA EFTA States to social and 
economic cohesion in the enlarged EEA through the EEA and Norwegian 
Financial Mechanisms, and appreciates the valuable opportunities this offers
stakeholders in the beneficiary states;

2. welcomes the wide scope of eligibility of stakeholders, and particularly
highlights the fact that civil society organisations, which are a driving force in 
the development of policies for social inclusion and regional development, are 
eligible at all levels of funding;

3. notes thee significant gaps between Europe’s regions and countries in terms of 
economic, social and territorial development whereas the expansions of the 
EU (Cyprus, Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, 
Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia in 2004, followed by Bulgaria and Romania in 
2007 – collectively the ‘EU-12’) brought a 20% increase in the EU’s 
population, but only a 5% increase in GDP.

4. welcomes that the EEA Grants and Norway Grants are based on a firm vision 
of a stable and prosperous Europe where social and economic inequalities are 
consigned to the past; and acknowledges that it is a commitment to more than 
a shared future, based on a common foundation of European values of 
democracy and solidarity.

5. underlines the importance of dedicated funding for non-governmental 
organisations which will enable civil society to continue to play a vital role in 
the development of European democracy, as well as in specific policy areas 
under the Grants; and highlighting that the promotion of cooperation is a 
concrete aim of the Grants; 

6. underlines the importance of maintaining full transparency and accountability 
in the application process as well as in the approval and execution phase so 
that the allocation of funds is used in the most effective way possible and 
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reaches the stated goals; emphasises intensified cooperation and dialogue 
between donor and beneficiary states; and urges continuous reviews with the 
aim to constantly improve procedures;

7. recognizes that many pressing current issues, such as demographic trends, 
rising social inequalities, immigration, environmental concerns and resource 
sustainability, do not stop at national borders and that shared challenges 
require shared solutions; and underlines that working in cooperation through 
bilateral programmes and projects provides an arena for learning from good 
practices elsewhere;

8. highlights that the economies of the donor and beneficiary states are strongly 
intertwined in the internal European market, increasing opportunities for trade 
and investment and that as members of the Schengen area, strengthened police 
and judiciary cooperation serves in the fight against organised crime and 
illegal immigration;

9. underlines the importance of that all EEA countries are committed to fighting 
climate change and that climate action is at the heart of the Europe 2020 with 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions, curbing pollution and preserving a healthy 
environment being policy priorities for Europe.

10. welcomes that one-quarter of the total contribution between 2004 and 2009 –
€275 million – was spent on environmental protection, environmental research 
and sustainable development projects, most of the funding being targeted at 
measures to reduce greenhouse gas emissions, as well as investments to reduce 
water pollution, improve waste management, strengthen environmental 
management and protect biodiversity.  

11. welcomes that a quarter of the 2009-2014 EEA and Norway Grants – around 
€450 million – is set aside for environment and climate change and that the 
reduction of greenhouse gases is specifically targeted through the priority 
sectors for climate change and renewable energy, in addition to carbon capture 
and storage.

12. recognizes that there are significant disparities between European countries 
and regions, with all of the EEA and Norway Grants beneficiary states well 
below the 3% target; and underlines that plugging this deficit, and creating an 
environment that encourages high-quality research and technological 
development, it is crucial to keep pace with global competition and drive 
forward growth in Europe;

13. underlines that of the EU's 271 regions, one in four has a GDP of less than 
75% of the EU average and whilst economic and social disparities between 
regions are found in all EU member states, the regions with the lowest GDP 
per capita are located in some of the beneficiary states of the EEA and Norway 
Grants;
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14. welcomes that support from the EEA and Norway Grants to the health and 
childcare sector has helped to tackle inequalities and improve public health in 
the beneficiary states.

                                               
1 Adopted anonymously by the EEA JPC on 26 October 2011 


