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European Parliament               The Althingi

EU - ICELAND JOINT PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEE

2nd Meeting
27 April 2011

Reykjavík, Iceland

DRAFT RECOMMENDATIONS1

On EU-Iceland accession negotiations to the EU and EU-Iceland relations

Adopted on 27 April

A. Having regard to Iceland’s application for European Union membership and the ongoing 
process since the formal opening of the accession negotiations at the EU-Iceland 
Intergovernmental Conference on 27 July 2010;

B. Noting the Iceland 2010 Progress Report accompanying the Communication from the 
Commission to the European Parliament and the Council including the Enlargement 
Strategy and Main Challenges 2010-2011 from 9 November 2010; and the European 
Parliament´s resolution of 7 April 2011 on the 2010 Progress Report on Iceland;

C. Highlighting the past extensive interparliamentary cooperation between the European 
Parliament and the Althingi, the Parliament of Iceland;

D. Aware of the importance of a Joint Parliamentary Committee (JPC) between the European 
Parliament and a national parliament of a candidate country in provision of parliamentary 
scrutiny, oversight and dialogue;

On Iceland’s application for membership of the European Union 

1. Welcomes the progress in technical work between the EU and Iceland since the first 
meeting of the Accession Conference between the Council of the EU and Iceland on 27 
July 2010;

                                               
1 The Joint Parliamentary Committee, in accordance with Rule 3 of its Rules of Procedure, addressed the 

following Recommendations to  the European Parliament, to the Althingi and to the Government of Iceland, 
to the Council of the European Union and to the European Commission.
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2. Notes that the screening process started in November 2010 and is expected to be 
concluded in June 2011; in this context highlights Iceland's implementation of a large 
proportion of EU acquis through the European Economic Area (EEA) agreement as well 
as the Schengen Agreements and the Dublin Regulation;

3. Expects that a number of chapters will be opened for negotiation before the end of the 
Hungarian Presidency of the EU;

On the political criteria of EU membership

4. Re-emphasises Iceland's contribution, as a firmly rooted democracy, to the EU in the 
field of respect of human rights and civil liberties as well as promotion of freedom in the 
world; 

5. Encourages the Icelandic authorities to harmonize EU citizens' rights regarding their 
right to vote in local elections in Iceland;

On the economic criteria of EU membership

6. Notes that Iceland has a good track record in implementing its EEA obligations and in 
its ability to withstand competitive pressure and market forces within the EU; in this 
regard welcomes the results of the last EFTA scoreboard report of March 2011 which 
showed a decreased transposition deficit in Iceland  from 1.3% to 1%.

7. Welcomes the adoption of the Iceland 2020 policy by its Government which highlights: 

 the importance of socio-economic priorities and developments for the country;

 strong involvement in sustainable environmental policies; 

 energy policies, incl. the promotion of  renewable energy technologies in the fight 
against climate change;

 measures to address the high level of unemployment and particularly youth 
unemployment;

8. Notes the adoption by the Icelandic Government of the Pre-Accession Economic 
Programme in January 2011, setting economic priorities until 2013;

9. Highlights the satisfactory conclusions of the 4th review of Iceland’s Economic 
Recovery Programme by the International Monetary Fund (IMF);

10. Welcomes the strategy developed by the Icelandic authorities for a revision and gradual 
lifting of capital controls;

11. Welcomes the measures taken to address the institutional shortcomings in the financial 
sector and the progress made in strengthening bank regulatory and supervisory 
practices; 

12. Recognises the central role which the fisheries sector plays in Iceland’s economy and in 
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particular its vital contribution to rural and regional development;

Iceland's capacity to assume the obligations of EU membership

13. Re-emphasises that, as an EEA member, Iceland is at an advanced stage of compliance 
with the requirements of 10 of the negotiating chapters and partly fulfils the 
requirements of 11 chapters, leaving only 12 chapters not covered by the EEA that need 
to be negotiated in full;

14. Welcomes ongoing administrative reforms, in particular the merging of ministries in 
Iceland and the potential for efficiency gains that these reforms can bring about;

15. Calls on Iceland to plan for its possible participation in EU's agricultural and rural 
development policies and prepare the establishment of the necessary administrative 
structures that need to be in place by the date of accession in order to implement and 
benefit from these policies; recognises, however, the uniqueness of Iceland's harsh 
environment and the difficult pedoclimatic conditions that characterise its agriculture as 
well as agriculture’s importance for food security in Iceland; encourages the 
Commission and the Icelandic authorities to find an agreement that takes into account 
the interests of all parties; 

16. Acknowledges that fisheries play a key role in Iceland's economy and society and 
welcomes Iceland's sustainable management of fisheries resources; takes into account 
that the EU Common Fisheries Policy (CFP) is currently under revision and may be 
modified before the conclusion of Iceland's accession negotiations; encourages the EU 
and the Icelandic authorities to cooperate in a constructive manner with the view to 
arriving at a mutually satisfactory agreement on Fisheries based on best practices and 
the unique geographical characteristics of Iceland; 

17. Welcomes the Icelandic Modern Media Initiative and the establishment of the IMMI 
Institute and the on-going reform of media legislation in Iceland, in particular as regards 
the strengthening of freedom of expression and transparent access to information and 
guarding against over-concentration of media ownership;

Arctic regional cooperation

18. Emphasizes the complementarity between  Iceland’s Arctic Policy and the developing 
Arctic policy of the EU, in particular in the area of environmental protection and 
research as well as economic development and sustainable resource use; furthermore 
notes that  Iceland's accession will increase the need for the EU to take account of the 
Arctic and the North Atlantic region in its actions and policy; welcomes Iceland's active 
engagement in the Arctic Council, the Nordic Council, the Northern Dimension Policy, 
and in the Barents Euro-Arctic Council; 

Public opinion and support for enlargement

19. Welcomes the establishment of the public website europe.mfa.is which reflects the 
transparency and openness of Iceland's EU accession process, and encourages a deeper  
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public debate in Iceland on the advantages and disadvantages of EU membership; 

20. Notes the recent developments of Icelandic public opinion, which show increased 
support towards the EU and the accession negotiations;

Additional questions

21. Expresses deep disappointment that the Coastal States did not reach an agreement on the 
joint management of mackerel in Oslo at the beginning of March; notes that the Coastal
States agreement is vitally important for the sustainability of the mackerel stock in the 
North-East Atlantic;

22. Asks the co-chairpersons of the EU-Iceland JPC to forward the above-mentioned 
recommendations to the European Parliament and the Althingi and to the Government 
of Iceland, the Council of the European Union and the European Commission.


