
InatsIsartut is Greenland’s legislative assembly. Here 
the country’s laws are debated and adopted. Inatsisartut 
consists of 31 members who meet twice a year for an 
autumn and a spring session. Under the Inatsisartut Act 
on elections to the Greenland Parliament, members are 
elected at least every four years.

T h e  p a r l i a m e n T  o f  G r e e n l a n d
i n aT S i Sa rT U T

Welcome to InatsIsartut

Visitors to Inatsisartut often remark that the parliamen
tary assembly room (“the House”) is much smaller than 
they had expected; not that its small size precludes 
decisions of great importance for Greenlandic society.

Behind the Speaker’s Podium, the House is deco
rated with Jens Rosing’s beautiful Great Northern Loon 
sculpture. According to tradition, this water bird was to 
serve as the model for our kayak design, and skins of 
the Great Northern Loon were carried in the kayak as 
a catching amulet. With its sonorous voice, the Great 
Northern Loon is a powerful Greenlandic symbol of elo
quence. But the bird is also incredibly keen sighted and 
highly alert, making it difficult to catch unawares, and so 
naturally belongs behind the podium of Inatsisartut.

It is our hope that this pamphlet will give visitors a basic 
understanding of the parliamentary procedures of Inatsi
sartut and the conduct of meetings in the House.

 The Presidium of Inatsisartut



InatsIsartut and naalakkersuIsut
– the cornerstones of the parliamentary system

The parliamentary system is based on the division of re
sponsibility and power between the parliament (Inatsisar
tut) and the government (Naalakkersuisut). The Premier 
(president of Naalakkersuisut) is elected by Inatsisartut, 
which must also approve the government, the members 
of which are appointed by the Premier. If Inatsisartut is 
not satisfied with the government or its individual mem
bers, Inatsisartut may dismiss the government or the 
member concerned. But the Premier may then call an 
election and thereby dissolve the Inatsisartut.

The parliamentary system requires a separation between 
Inatsisartut and Naalakkersuisut. Inatsisartut, as the 
legis lative power, adopts laws. Following the introduction 
of Home Rule in 1979, Greenland has been able to legis
late and administer its own affairs in almost all areas. 
The introduction of selfgovernment on 21 June 2009 
allowed additional fields of responsibility to be assumed 
by the Greenland SelfGovernment authorities. Only a 
few fields of responsibility are excluded, such as defence 
and monetary policy.

InFluence oF cItIZens
– representative democracy

Inatsisartut is elected by the citizens of Greenland. This 
form of government is called representative democracy.

The Elected representatives (members of Inatsisartut) 
represent the voters, but are bound only by their own 
convictions. Voters can thus not demand that Inatsisar
tut or a member of Inatsisartut act in a certain way.

However, elections to Inatsisartut are called at least 
every four years, and an incumbent who loses voter 
confidence will have difficulty achieving reelection. This 
helps to ensure voters’ influence on the decisions of 
elected representatives.

electIons to InatsIsartut

Inatsisartut consists of 31 members, who are elected for 
a four year term, although elections may be called within 
this term. Entities eligible to run for election:

Parties who at the last election achieved representa•	
tion in Inatsisartut.
New parties that in the last 5 weeks prior to the •	
elections have collected signatures corresponding to 
1/31 of the votes cast at the last election.
Persons with no party political affiliation (“single •	
candidates”), who have collected signatures from 40 
voters.
Persons with no party political affiliation who have •	
formed a federation (“federal candidates”) and have 
collected signatures from 40 voters per. candidate.

A party can run multiple candidates, but no more than 
62. Greenland is not divided into electoral districts: the 
whole of Greenland constitutes a single constituency.

Not everyone can be put forward as a candidate for 
Inatsisartut. The following conditions must be met (the 
“electability requirements”):

To be nominated the candidate himself must have •	
the right to vote. This basically means that the 
candidate must be minimum 18 years of age and be 
permanently resident in Greenland.
The candidate must not have committed crimi•	
nal offences of a nature which would generally be 
regarded as making him unworthy of Inatsisartut 
membership (integrity requirement).

The extent to which the integrity requirement is met is 
determined by Inatsisartut after elections have been 
held.

In the calculation of the votes a counting is made of 
votes respectively for:



Each party and its candidates.•	
Each federal candidate’s candidates.•	
Each candidate.•	

The mandates are then distributed using the d’Hondt 
proportional representation electoral system in that the 
total number of votes which each party, each federal 
candidate and each candidate has attained is divided 
by the divisors 1, 2, 3 up to the number of seats to be 
elected (31). The first mandate then goes to the party, 
the federal candidate or the individual candidate who 
has the highest ratio, the second mandate to the party, 
the federal candidate or the single candidate who has 
the second highest ratio and so forth until all 31 seats 
have been allocated.

If a party or federal candidate has not nominated enough 
candidates to fill the allocated mandates, the mandate 
goes to the party or federal candidates who has the 
second highest quotient.

If several parties, federal candidates or single candi
dates obtained the same quotient it is determined by lot 
which of them the mandate goes to. The same applies 
in cases of an equality of votes between several of the 
party or federal candidates.

Immediately after an election and then annually during 
the autumn session, Inatsisartut elects a premier and 
four vicepremiers, who together constitute the Presi
dency of Inatsisartut. The Presidency represents Inat
sisartut externally and ensures that the work of Inatsi
sartut is organized and run properly.

WorkInG Year

The parliamentary working year commences on the third 
Friday of September and lasts until the same Friday of 
the following year. Inatsisartut meets at least twice a year 
for regular sessions. If special circumstances so require, 
Inatsisartut is also called for extraordinary sessions.

Periods outside of the sessions are used for political 
work and in preparation for upcoming sessions. More
over, the work of the committees is spread over the 
entire year, i.e. also outside the sessions.

commIttees

Inatsisartut appoints a number of committees. Each 
committee is composed of 5 members who may not 
simultaneously be a member of Naalakkersuisut. Three 
of the committees are statutory, meaning that they are 
required by law. These are:

The Finance Committee•	
The Audit Committee•	
Foreign and Security Policy Committee.•	

Inatsisartut is also required to establish a committee for 
the scrutiny of eligibility, as well as a judicial policy com
mittee (Committee on Laws). In addition, Inatsisartut 



appoints a number of other committees, whose number 
and activity Inatsisartut is free to determine from year to 
year.

The principal task of these committees is to review and 
make recommendations concerning the bills which 
Inatsisartut brings before the committee. In addition, the 
committees are required to keep up to date on their field 
of responsibility and supervise that Naalakkersuisut gov
ernance remains compliant with all laws and regulations.

dutIes and skIlls

The legislative power vested in Inatsisartut entails that 
it has absolute power over the country’s finances (the 
Treasury). No expenditure may be incurred and no taxes 
levied without Inatsisartut’s approval. Each year, Inatsi
sartut adopts a Budget for the country’s revenue and 
expenditure, which determines government appropria
tions, that is, how Naalakkersuisut is to spend national 
funds. Naalakkersuisut may not deviate from the appro
priations, but may obtain permission from Inatsisartut to 
meet expenses not foreseeable at the time the Budget 
was adopted. It is the Finance Committee that decides 
whether any such supplementary expenditure can be 
granted. Inatsisartut then endorses the Finance Commit
tee appropriations through the adoption of the Annual 
act on supplementary grants.

The Governance practised by Naalakkersuisut must 
conform to the frameworks adopted by Inatsisartut (in 
the form of laws and appropriations) and Naalakkersui
sut activities are supervised by Inatsisartut, including 

through the auditing of the Treasury. Inatsisartut is also 
required to appoint an Ombudsman, whose function is 
to ensure that Naalakkersuisut and its authorities act in 
accordance with prevailing legislation and the principles 
of good governance.

There are, however, limitations in the power vested in 
Inatsisartut. The laws adopted by Inatsisartut, must not 
violate the Constitution, the Act on selfgovernment or 
international conventions. The laws must also be consist
ent with ordinary principles of good legislative practice.

tHe leGIslatIVe Processs

The business of parliamentary sessions includes:

Bills •	 which may either be proposed by members 
of Inatsisartut or Naalakkersuisut. Each bill must be 
subjected to three readings in the House, before it 
can be finally passed.
motions•	 , i.e. proposals requiring Naalakkersuisut 
to take the initiative to amend current rules. Moti
ons may be moved by either Naalakkersuisut or by 
members of Inatsisartut and must be subjected to 
two readings in the House before they can be finally 
adopted. Also treated as motions are proposals for 
opinions from Inatsisartut concerning the entry into 
force of Danish statutes on Greenland or concerning 
ratification of international treaties. Such proposals, 
however, can only be moved by Naalakkersuisut.
statements •	 which Naalakkersuisut presents for 
debate or discussion in the House. Statements are 
debated only in special instances.
enquiry debates •	 which aim to submit a public is
sue for debate and require a pronouncement from 
Naalakkersuisut. Enquiry debates can be raised by 
members of Inatsisartut.
Questions •	 for Naalakkersuisut to be presented to 
and answered from the podium. Questions to Naal
akkersuisut may be put by members of Inatsisartut.



The typical process for the adoption of a legal act is  
illustrated below:

Bills

1st reading
General debate

committee consideration
Committee consideration culminates in the submission 

of a report with a recommendation for adoption,  
rejection or tabling of amendments

2nd reading
Permits more detailed discussion of the proposal  

and any amendments. The 2nd reading  
culminates in voting on any amendments

If applicable: renewed committee consideration
Occurs only rarely. Committee consideration  
results in the submission of a supplementary  

report with a recommendation for adoption, rejection  
or tabling of amendments

3rd reading
Final adoption or rejection

VIsIt InatsIsartut

Everyone has access to witness debates in the  
House. It is also possible to visit the House when  
Inatsisartut is not in session. To sign up for a guided  
tour, visit www.inatsisartut.gl/visit.

The debates in Inatsisartut can be followed in both 
Greenlandic and Danish (translated by simultaneous 
interpreters).

During the sessions the national radio KNR usually 
transmits directly from the House between 13:00 hrs 
and 17:00 hrs. The debate can also be followed via the 
Internet at www.inatsisartut.gl/samlinger (in Greenlan
dic and Danish only).

contact

Inatsisartut can be contacted at the following address:

Inatsisartut, PO Box 1060, 3900 Nuuk

Phone: +299 34 50 00 
Email: inatsisartut@inatsisartut.gl 

www.inatsisartut.gl


