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Introduction 

 

The Second Northern Dimension Parliamentary Forum was held in Tromsø on 22nd and 23rd 
February 2011. The Forum was hosted by the Norwegian Parliament ˗ the Storting ˗ and gathered 
parliamentarians from the European Parliament and the national parliaments of Russia, Iceland and 
Norway, and the observer country Canada. Also present at the Forum were representatives from the 
parliamentary assemblies of the Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference, the Conference of 
Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region, the Baltic Assembly, the Parliamentary Assembly for North 
West Russia, the Nordic Council, the West Nordic Council, and the Network of Barents 
Parliamentarians.  

The Forum was opened by Mr Dag Terje Andersen, President of the Storting, and Mr Egil Olli, 
President of the Sami Parliament, the Sameting. The Chairs of the first session were Mr Bendiks 
Arnesen, Chair of the Storting’s Delegation to the Nordic Council, co-chaired by Ms Rigmor A. Eide, 
Vice Chair of the Delegation. The second session was opened by Ms Valentina Pivnenko, Chair of the 
Russian State Duma’s Standing Committee on Problems of the North and the Far East, who co-chaired 
the session with Mr Morten Høglund, MP, and President of the Conference of Parliamentarians of the 
Arctic Region.  

The First Northern Dimension Parliamentary Forum was organized by the European 
Parliament in February 2009. The Forum determined that the next forum would be held in Norway in 
2011. It was emphasized that the Forum should not take the shape of a new institution; rather it would 
be a recurrent gathering of representatives of the different parliamentary bodies in the North. 
  
The primary focus of the Second Forum was the review of reports on the implementation of the four 
partnerships within the Northern Dimension (the Northern Dimension Environmental Partnership; the 
Northern Dimension Partnership on Culture; the Northern Dimension Partnership in Public Health and 
Social Well-being; and the Northern Dimension Partnership on Transport and Logistics). The Forum 
aimed to coordinate the policies of the parliamentary bodies within the Northern Dimension (ND) 
region.  
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Opening of the Forum 

Northern Dimension Policy 

 

Mr Dag Terje ANDERSEN, President of the Storting, opened the Forum by welcoming the 
participants to Tromsø - the capital of Northern Norway and the gateway to the Arctic Ocean. In his 
speech, he drew upon the concrete results that have already been achieved in the cooperation and 
expressed his hopes for a continuous strengthening of the dynamic development in the region through 
close dialogue and a strong scientific foundation.  

 

Dag Terje Andersen, President of the Storting 

Mr Andersen underlined the significance of the Maritime Delimitation Treaty, which was recently 
ratified in the Storting. By establishing a legal framework, the treaty has solved a major question 
between Norway and Russia and settles the maritime border between the two countries in the Barents 
Sea. The President hoped that the Treaty would be ratified by the Russian Duma in the near future and 
that it would inspire peaceful solutions to similar disagreements in the Arctic.   

On the subject of the dramatic changes taking place in the Arctic, such as the reduction of ice and the 
melting of the permafrost, the President pointed to a need for cooperation on transport routes. Ships 
were able to sail through both the North-West Passage and the North-East Passage as early as 
September last year. The MS Barents spent only 22 days on its voyage from Northern Norway to 
China, saving 17 travel days. Other important routes such as Yokohama-Rotterdam could be shortened 
by 40 percent when taking the Northern route. The current uncertain situation in the Suez Canal region 
increases the importance of this new sea route, the President said. However, shipping faces challenges 
such as the dark winter, ice build-ups, lack of infrastructure and insufficient mapping. Mr Andersen 
maintained that we must develop improved, joint solutions in transport and logistics in a way that will 
stimulate sustainable economic growth.  

Furthermore, the President noted the need to combine initiatives within the fields of knowledge, 
capital and funding in such a way as to stimulate strategic, international partnerships. The 
establishment of the Partnership for Transport and Logistics (NDPTL) will give this work a stronger 
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dynamic by interconnecting the main transport routes. These measures will improve market access, 
which is especially important for countries with vast geographical distances.  

Vast distances and sparse populations are also key concepts for the Partnership in Public Health and 
Social Well-being (NDPHS), declared the President.  Through the Partnership, substantial work has 
been done to fight such illnesses as tuberculosis and HIV/AIDS, and work continues on non-
communicable diseases such as alcoholism and obesity.   

Mr Andersen added that when focusing on local communities and working to lift the quality of life, it 
is important to enrich society in communal effort and leisure activities. The President asserted that the 
Partnership on Culture could serve as an important tool for engaging civil society and NGOs in this 
work. Elaborating on this, Mr Andersen welcomed the Partnership on Culture as he hoped it would 
play an important role in building understanding across cultures and borders.  

Moving to the Partnership on Environment, Mr Andersen explained the dynamic nature of the 
cooperation by stating that several important interests, such as the marine environment of the Baltic 
Sea and the High North, waste management in the St. Petersburg area and Murmansk, and the quality 
of life of indigenous peoples are common to all Partners. However, the President emphasized that 
there should be a balance between the Baltic, Barents, and Arctic regions in the Northern Dimension 
(ND), as the Northern Dimension is a part of Norway’s long term strategic policy for the High North. 

Mr Andersen remarked that the partners should work together as equals in the Northern Dimension. 
Moreover, he added that the Forum should not take the shape of a new institution, but aim to be a 
meeting point for members of parliaments. Making references to this year’s celebrations of the Arctic 
pioneers Fritjof Nansen and Mikhail Lomonozov, he closed by expressed his hopes that the Forum 
would help bring people together through knowledge and understanding.   

 

Mr Egil OLLI, President of the Sami Parliament underlined that Tromsø is a centre for the 
indigenous peoples of the entire ND area. It is also an important meeting point in the Arctic. He said 
that even though the Forum would focus on the relationship between the EU, Russia, Iceland and 
Norway, and such topics as the environment, movement across borders, and health and well-being, 
culture must be equally important. Mutual understanding is the basis for good cooperation, and culture 
is a very efficient tool in strengthening understanding. For the Sámi, who in fact live throughout the 
ND area, this is of particular importance, said Mr Olli. 

Regarding the four partnerships, Mr Olli emphasized that their common aim is to improve the quality 
of life of all the inhabitants in the ND area. The indigenous peoples are important in this respect, 
especially in Arctic areas where questions of resources, history and heritage come into play. Touching 
upon the Arctic, he added that the Sami Parliament is not opposed to the use of resources, but stressed 
that it should be done in a sustainable manner, taking into account the human dimension and the 
vulnerable natural environment.  
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The two Presidents, Mr Olli and Mr Andersen. 

Mr Olli underlined that for the indigenous peoples; nature, enterprise, heritage and culture are all 
essentially interconnected for achieving good health. Living conditions in the North are very strongly 
affected by any changes in the climate. An infrastructure whose aim is to sustain living conditions 
should therefore be emphasized. It should be equal for all people living in the North.  

The people of the High North are the custodians of a rich tradition. Mr Olli remarked that this should 
be seen as a resource to enrich the four countries they live in, binding them together as one. The 
Partnerships have the potential to strengthen this intercultural coexistence. In particular, Mr Olli 
mentioned the need to cooperate with organizations specialising in the area, such as the Russian 
Association of Indigenous Peoples of the North (RAIPON). He added that RAIPON has proposed 
establishing a working group for questions concerning indigenous peoples within the Northern 
Dimension. The Sámi Parliament supports this.   

 

Address of keynote speakers 

“Northern Dimension: An integrated policy of the Northern Part of Europe” 

Following the opening speeches, the floor was given to Mr Espen BARTH EIDE, State Secretary, 
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Mr Barth Eide emphasized that the Northern Dimension 
contributes greatly to European integration in the Northern European areas, and that the High North is 
Norway’s first strategic priority, as shown in the 2009 governmental platform. He added that the 
massive changes in climate and in the resource situation have confirmed the importance of the region 
on both a national and regional level.  

Furthermore, he drew attention to the region’s history. Much has changed since the dramatic 
developments of the 1990s. A strong civil society has been developed together with a large variety of 
organizations. The Barents Euro-Arctic Council, the Barents Secretariat, the Council of Baltic Sea 
States, the Arctic Council, the Nordic Council and their re-adaptation into a new regional order has 
brought into focus the ocean as a resource, transportation routes as well as the human dimension. 
Through these institutions, people try to understand and solve problems. The present aim is close 
integration between people, governments, and economies. This aim is changing the nature of politics 
in the North, he added. The cooperation has progressed from the governmental to the regional level – 
including additional institutions such as sub-regional governments, NGOs and the private sector. 
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However, he emphasized the importance of maintaining the larger perspective. The Northern 
Dimension can be a useful tool in creating sensible and comprehensive policies.  

Regarding the Partnerships, Barth Eide began by mentioning the ND Partnership in Public Health and 
Social Well-being (NDPHS), the first such partnership, which has produced substantial results over 
several years.  He pointed out that health is an area in which cooperation comes naturally - health 
problems pay no heed to borders. 

The ND Environmental Partnership (NDPE) is the Northern Dimension’s flagship, and generates very 
visible results. Along with the ND Partnership on Transport and Logistics (NDPTL), the Partnership 
has reaffirmed its relevance with the new trade routes appearing between Asia and America, and Asia 
and Western Europe due to the melting of the Arctic ice. These developments should be viewed as 
opportunities, yet challenges like weak infrastructure for search and rescue should not be overlooked. 
Addressing these problems can only be done through practical cooperation. Land routes are also in a 
poor state and must be developed. 

Through the ND Partnership on Culture (NDPC), the diverse Northern culture can be strengthened and 
create innovation in order to bolster the societies. Mr Barth Eide also stressed the Partnerships’ 
importance in triggering financing from different sources, and reiterated how crucial it is to connect 
with international financial institutions and create synergies. He also mentioned that Finland and 
Norway are working together on, amongst other things, research projects at the Northern Dimension 
Institute and the Barents Institute.  

In conclusion, Mr Barth Eide pointed to the fact that though the North has managed to establish a 
unique and exportable cooperation, the world is experiencing a major geopolitical shift from west to 
east, a development that increases the importance of strong institutions governing the Northern 
Dimension.  

 

From left to right: Mr Bechét, Mr Barth Eide, Mr Myhre-Jensen, Mr Arnesen, Ms Pivnenko and Dr 
Lunney 

Mr Thierry BÉCHET, Acting Head of Unit of Regional Cooperation, Eastern Partnership and 
Multilateral Affairs in the European External Action Service (EEAS) took the floor on behalf of Lady 
Catherine Ashton. He stated that the entire EU stands behind the Northern Dimension (ND), but that it 
is not a policy of the Commission or the EEAS; rather it is a policy common to all of the ND’s 
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participating partners. Together with Iceland, Norway and the Russian Federation, the EU is one of 
four equal partners. The ND is not a race where one partner takes the lead, he underlined. 

On the subject of the EEAS, Mr Béchet said that even though the Service is still very new, the level of 
attention is high, and there is firm support both for existing and new initiatives. The new institutional 
set-up will be of great value to the EU’s contribution to the ND.  

The European Parliament refers to the ND as a focal point of the cooperation in the High North in its 
resolution on the High North of 20th January 2011. Next year 300 million Euros will be spent through 
the Environmental Partnership. The Partnership in Public Health and Social Well-being conducts 
important work in expert groups and Mr Béchet expressed support for the Russian chairmanship’s 
efforts to improve the visibility of this Partnership.  

Furthermore, he envisaged the Partnership on Transport as likely to be the next flagship of the 
Dimension, with its potential for addressing such key issues as logistics bottlenecks.  

Moreover, he encouraged the Partnership on Culture, which has taken its first steps by setting up a 
secretariat and working towards a list of projects. He commended Norway for heading the steering 
committee, and for continuing this in 2011. Mr Béchet hoped that the Partnership would help pool 
resources together and offer a useful platform for common initiatives.  

In conclusion, he briefly touched upon the other existing ND initiatives. Recalling the words of 
Finnish Foreign Minister Alexander Stubb, Mr Béchet remarked that “People attending ND meetings 
criticise lack of discussion. But consensus is a sign of cooperation, not confrontation - devoid of 
political disagreement”.  

Ms Valentina PIVNENKO, Chair of the Russian Federal Assembly’s Standing Committee on 
Problems of the North and the Far East, opened by stating that in a relatively short time the ND had 
managed to obtain considerable results.  

 

Ms Pivnenko 

On the ND Partnership on Environment (NDPE) she noted the objectives of developing energy saving 
technologies and renewable sources of energy as well as the contributions to better trans-European 
transport networks. In this context she pointed out the importance of the Russia-EU cooperation which 
is vital to the modernization, leading to innovation, infrastructure, and strengthening civil society and 
relations between people. The Russian government has decided to participate in co-financing the 
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partnership secretariat. She mentioned that Russia is also considering raising funds for projects on 
transboundary cooperation within the European Neighbourhood and Partnership instrument.   

Shifting focus to the Partnership on Transport, she expressed great hopes for creating more effective 
and safer cargo and passenger transport. She afforded no less importance to the Partnership on 
Culture, which in 2011 is commencing its work on strengthening cultural ties and providing support 
for long term projects to create cultural industries. She stated that the cooperation between the State, 
the cultural and the private sector is imperative for stimulating a creative economy.  

Ms Pivnenko noted that an efficient ND is dependent on national, regional and local authorities 
working together with IFIs, the business community, colleges and NGOs. To achieve this goal, she 
expressed great belief in the work of the Business Council and Northern Dimension Institute. In 
practice the parliamentarians play a special role in improving the legal framework of the cooperation. 
Finally, Ms Pivnenko presented the offer of the Chairman of the State Duma, Boris Vyacheslavovich 
Gryzlov, to host the next Parliamentary Forum in 2013.   

The next speaker, Dr James LUNNEY, Member of the Canadian Parliament set forth the 
Canadian positions. He began by underlining that the Canadian North is not only home to 125 000 
Canadians, but also home to a variety of resources and expanding economies. The well-being of the 
inhabitants of the Northern areas is a high priority. He explained the four main pillars of Canada’s 
Northern strategy and Canada’s Arctic foreign policy: exercising Arctic sovereignty, promoting social 
and economical development, protecting environmental heritage and devolving governance.  As a 
member of the Arctic Council, Canada considers this the most important vehicle for cooperating on 
Arctic issues, as the blistering pace of change in the Arctic has exhausted the institutional capacity of 
national governments. 

 

Dr Lunney 

Dr Lunney also mentioned the settlement of boundaries as a foundation for certainty and stability in 
the cooperation. He therefore found the settlement between Norway and Russia encouraging. Canada 
will make its submission on its claim on the extended continental shelf in time for the UN deadline in 
2013, and is engaging with USA and Denmark on the remaining disputed boundaries.  

Canada is increasing its capacity in the North to monitor, protect and patrol its land, sea and sky. The 
procurement of patrol ships and the investment in the RADARSAT project are important instruments 
in this respect. Dr Lunney stressed the importance of marine safety, and supported a Polar Code for 
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shipping. He further advocated the implementation of regulations for safe and efficient drilling. 
Canada looks forward to a successful adoption of the Search and Rescue Agreement at the Nuuk 
Ministerial Meeting. Dr Lunney also took the opportunity to present the new regulations in place that 
will force vessels to report when entering Arctic waters.  

Dr Lunney emphasized Canada’s strong commitment to Arctic science. Being the largest contributor 
to the Polar Year, Canada left a legacy through the establishment of the Cambridge Bay research 
station. Lastly, Dr Lunney recognized the questions that remain to be answered through the Northern 
Dimension cooperation. Amongst others, this included issues of nuclear fuel and radioactive waste 
with Russia; public health, such as mother-child well-being; as well as other issues, like the EU ban on 
Canadian seal products.  

 

Debate and shorter exchange of views 

Ms Marion PEDERSEN, Vice President of the Nordic Council and Member of the Danish 
Parliament, pointed out that the Partners in the ND also work together in other organizations. This 
demands coordination so as to avoid duplication of work. She mentioned especially the initiatives of 
the Nordic Council to commence dialogue with Russian parliamentary bodies and organizations, as 
well as the planned attempts of the Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference to establish a dialogue with 
Belarusian elected parliamentarians and representatives of the opposition.    

 

Ms Marion Pedersen 

By way of tying the work of the different organizations together, Ms Pedersen mentioned that the 
issue of search and rescue, which is important to the ND, will also be discussed in the Nordic Council 
and Arctic Council in the near future.   

Mr Rune RAFAELSEN, Head of Barents Council, underlined that although the ND should be seen 
as an umbrella organization, it was essential to allow those who are affected by policy to have a voice 
in the Dimension, and to be able to influence policy development and implementation.  
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Mr Thierry BÉCHET, Acting Head of Unit of Regional Cooperation, Eastern Partnership and 
Multilateral Affairs in the European External Action Service (EEAS), expressed his concern not so 
much with the overlap of organizations, but the possible overlap in activities. A situation where many 
organizations are working on the same topics shows a positive coherence in priorities. However, he 
noted that an umbrella organization – such as the Northern Dimension – should not be a copy or a 
substitute of the sub-regional level, but serve as a tool for policy development which takes into 
account a broader view of a given situation.  

Dr James LUNNEY, Canadian MP, reminded the Forum of the importance of local populations. 
When planning work in the ND, he argued that it is vital not to forget the concerns of the local 
populations. He claimed it is the responsibility of the Forum to mitigate those concerns, which, he 
pointed out, is part of the parliamentary and democratic process. Dr Lunney emphasized that 
stakeholders must make sure there is acceptance for the ND’s work, and that Parliaments and NGOs 
should devote more attention to securing popular support.  

Mr Sergey KARYUCHI, President of RAIPON, stated that sustainable development will depend on 
the status and situation of the indigenous peoples. He referred to such threats as unemployment, poor 
public health and alcoholism, and called on more research on the topic. He then made reference to 
possible solutions such as the promotion of job creation and economic activity in the High North, 
while simultaneously observing the indigenous peoples’ rights.  

Mr Pat the Cope GALLAGHER, MEP, made it clear that the European Parliament (EP) recognizes 
the ND issues of oil, gas, and sea rights. He added that the EP adopted the Baltic Sea Strategy, and in 
January, the High North Policy, which affirmed the legitimate interest of the EU in this area and the 
promotion of expertise in natural resources, without  excluding any countries.  

Mr Oskar GRIMSTAD, Norwegian MP, raised the question of seal hunting and pointed out that 
Canada has raised the issue in the WTO. He claimed that the ban is in effect a trade ban for indigenous 
peoples. The Prime Minister of Greenland has publicly stated that he feels betrayed by his Nordic 
friends. He further asked how Canada is dealing with the subject and what expectations the panel had 
on lifting the ban.  

 

Mr Grimstad 
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Dr LUNNEY, Canadian MP, answered by pointing out that the question of seal hunting is a question 
of sustained livelihood for people in remote areas. Seal hunting in Canada is not an issue of 
conservation. The seals that are being hunted are a sustainable population. The WTO supports this. 
The ban was affected by a strong negative campaign. He underlined that there is a dispute in the WTO, 
as the EU ban is a violation of WTO agreements.  

Ms Åsa THORSTEINSSON, Swedish MP and Member of the Nordic Council, said that the politics 
of the ND not only affect the Northern people, but also the rest of Europe, and drew attention to the 
impact of transport and logistics on the Nordic countries and Europe as a whole. She then asked Mr 
Béchet whether the ND could influence the EUs infrastructural investments.  Her second question, to 
Ms Pivnenko, was on whether the transport corridors between the northern EU and Russia were a item 
on the Russian agenda.  

Ms Valentina PIVNENKO answered that Russia has adopted a 2020 strategy on transport and 
infrastructure. She stated that although it is an internal issue, she recognized that it also concerns 
international transport. She mentioned the Russo-Finish collaboration on a new high speed train and 
the Barents Link, both of which will be international transport corridors. She also drew attention to the 
fact that the North-West channel and the Trans-Siberian railroad will create more opportunities. She 
maintained that all countries will gain from this work. 

Mr Barth EIDE mentioned the wide attention given to the Nordic model in the aftermath of the 
financial crisis, including general social inclusion and participation of women. He suggested this 
might be a topic to consider in the relevant Partnerships, and for the indigenous peoples.  

The final speaker, Mr BÉCHET, ended the discussion by making it clear that the EU resolution on 
the High North is not a change in policy, it is only that principles are now written down – a 
willingness to share, talk and understand. The challenge now is to make use of the present awareness 
on the high North in the EU.  

 

Second Session 

The Northern Dimension Partnership in Public Health and Social Well-being 

Mr Marek MACIEJOWSKI spoke on behalf of Mr Oleg CHESTNOV, Chair of the ND 
Partnership on Health and Social Well-being (NDPHS) Committee of Senior Representatives. By way 
of introduction, Mr Maciejowski made reference to Mr Dagfinn Høybråten's impressive work with the 
NDPHS. He further introduced the Partnership by placing the right to health firmly amongst basic 
human rights, and explaining the role that public health plays in economic development. Mr 
Maciejowski emphasized that there are many public health challenges in the ND area, and that the 
situation is grave. He called for strong and immediate action to improve it.  

Mr Maciejowski mentioned non-communicable diseases, accidents and violence as the most pressing 
problems in the ND area. He claimed that policy makers are not doing their best to prevent these from 
taking place. On the subject of finding solutions to the problems, Mr Maciejowski drew upon the issue 
of tobacco and the need to ensure that simple, low-cost solutions are available. On the issue of tackling 
obesity, which he characterised as an epidemic, Mr Maciejowski said that one must reach out to as 
many as possible. He also mentioned alcohol consumption, noting that Europe is the heaviest drinking 
region in the world. The alcohol and tobacco sectors are strongly advocated by the industries, which in 
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turn are significant contributors to national economies through taxes. Mr Maciejowski appealed to all 
the participants to take an active role in changing the situation. A concerted effort is needed; the health 
sector alone cannot handle this problem. He went on to say that unpopular decisions are sometimes 
needed to create a stronger society. He was optimistic with regard to the first Ministerial Conference 
on Healthy Lifestyles, which will take place in April 2011, arranged by the Russian Federation and the 
World Health Organization.  

Mr Dagfinn HØYBRÅTEN, Norwegian MP, discussed the issue of alcohol-related health problems 
and the importance of preventive health in the context of the Northern Dimension. He stated that there 
is considerable knowledge about the fact that the health situation is very poor in parts of the ND area, 
but very little action is taken. Consumption of alcohol is often related to a broad spectrum of other 
well-documented health issues, such as an increase in cases of cirrhosis of the liver, cardiovascular 
diseases, cancer, depression and complications in social relations. Alcohol consumption also increases 
the risk of traffic accidents, suicides and others tragedies. WHO statistics from 2004 indicate that 3.8 
per cent of deaths before old age can be attributed to use of alcohol. In high income countries, alcohol 
is the second most important reason for loss of healthy life. Mr Høybråten reaffirmed that Europe has 
a very high consumption of alcohol and that 600 000 Europeans die every year from alcohol-related 
illness. Limiting the consumption is protecting people against self-inflicted harm.  

 

Mr Høybråten 

On the issue of limiting damage, Mr Høybråten claimed that national work must be based on 
knowledge, and that international cooperation is essential. Unfortunately, policymaking in the area of 
preventive health is often based on unsubstantiated theory.  

Mr Høybråten announced that a responsible policy on alcohol that regulates price and availability is 
the best tool. Even though restrictive policies are often unpopular, Mr Høybråten stressed they are 
more easily implemented if they arrive in a climate of international consensus. Mr Høybråten aspired 
for a joint and coordinated policy, which would support the work of the WHO.  

Mr Høybråten stated that scientists agree on which measures have proven effective, and that change is 
within reach. He therefore concluded by challenging the Forum to take new, proactive measures to 
tackle the present problems in public health in the ND area, especially those related to alcohol.  
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Debate and shorter exchanges of views: 

Mr Josef MOTZFELT, Vice-President of the Nordic Council, stated that the ND area has many 
common challenges, such as lifestyle-related diseases, transferable diseases, psychological disorders, 
abuse and suicide. Circumpolar areas are especially vulnerable in this respect.  

Ms Siv FRIEDLEIFSDOTTIR, Icelandic MP, drew attention to the tools developed for improving 
the quality of life in the North, especially those concerning nutrition and consumer information. As an 
example, she mentioned the marking of food. Products with nutritional values that are considered 
beneficial, that is foods with a low salt and fat content, but high fibre content, are awarded a mark 
which distinguishes them in stores. In countries that have implemented the system such as Denmark, 
the increase in sales of marked products has been as high as 30 percent in one year. Ms Friedleifsdottir 
also raised the issue of trans fats. In Denmark, a law regulates the maximum permissible level of trans 
fats in foods to two per cent. Ms Friedleifsdottir hoped many countries would follow the Danish 
example in this field.  

Mr Egil OLLI, President of the Sami Parliament, emphasized the need to focus on problems caused 
by alcohol in sparsely populated and remote areas. He expressed his hope that the Partnership would 
be a driving force in helping people to lift themselves out of such problems.  

Mr Larry BAGNELL, Canadian MP, encouraged discussion on unpopular issues such as restricting 
access to and prices of alcohol. Drawing on the example of Canada, where prohibition led to such 
negative effects as an increase in smuggling, Mr Bagnell called for new solutions. Problems are 
serious and deep-seated in society, as exemplified by the fetal alcohol syndrome, where the root cause 
is alcohol abuse, but where consequences and long-term effects are far reaching. He said that when 
children with the fetal alcohol syndrome grow up, a system must be in place to handle the problems 
they experience, so that they can live productively. 

Ms Valentina SOVKINA, representing the Working Group of Indigenous Peoples in the Euro-Arctic 
Region (WGIP), also added her voice to those who were stressing the issue of alcohol abuse. She 
supported the issues already raised and encouraged the reconsideration of a ban on sales of alcoholic 
beverages to indigenous peoples. She reminded the Forum that there are areas in the North where food 
supplies may be scarce, yet where alcohol will always be available. She argued that spirits must be 
replaced with proper foodstuffs in these regions. 

Mr Marek MACIEJOWSKI commented on the debate by assuring that even though the indigenous 
peoples issues were not explicitly mentioned in his intervention, they are important and very much 
present on the agenda of the Partnership. Mr Maciejowski said that the Partnership had taken concrete 
steps to include the issue in the cooperation with parliamentarians, and pointed out that the BSPC had 
also started work on alcohol-related issues.  

Mr Dagfinn HØYBRÅTEN reminded the Forum about events in history where alcohol was used as a 
tool to suppress indigenous peoples. He argued that a total ban is not an adequate solution, and that the 
Partnership should aim to find other methods. Furthermore, he argued that these methods must be 
based on scientific results. Certain elements of our society could, for example, be considered alcohol 
free, examples being the presence of children, at work, in sports arenas. Other measures of restriction 
include pricing, taxation and age limits. Mr Høybråten drew upon the example of the Norwegian 
smoking law, which at the outset had the support of 30% of the population. Today, it has the support 
of 90%. Mr Høybråten argued that international pressure and spill-over effects have been important. 
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Ms Valentina PIVNENKO, Russian MP and Chair of the Russian Federal Assembly’s Standing 
Committee on Problems of the North and the Far East, concluded by presenting the efforts of the 
Russian Duma, which has recently allocated funds for work in health and social well-being and 
established a program which will run until 2020, with the emphasis on promotion of physical activity 
for children and youth. 

 

 

The Northern Dimension Partnership on Culture 

 

Ms Lotte Grepp KNUTSEN, State Secretary, Norwegian Ministry of Culture, explained the 
importance of the Partnership on Culture by exploring the value that culture adds to people’s lives. 
Culture can stimulate the empowerment of civil society and promote understanding. She hoped that 
the Cultural Partnership would promote cultural exchange and create contact across borders in the 
Northern Dimension Area, and by doing so, strengthen the work of the other Partnerships. Ms Knutsen 
illustrated her point by describing the Norwegian “Kulturløftet” policy, which is based on the idea that 
the cultural sector has a strong influence on achieving other social goals, such as business 
development, employment, integration and inclusion, health, learning and creativity. In aiming to 
increase funding for culture to 1% of the fiscal budget by 2014, the Norwegian Government aims to 
stimulate new approaches to sustainable development, ensure the effective exercise of universally 
recognized human rights and freedoms, and strengthen social cohesion and democratic governance 
through supporting cultural projects. 

 

Ms Lotte Grepp Knutsen 

Ms Knutsen assured that Norway would give priority to cultural cooperation in the High North. An 
important challenge in the Northern Dimension is the responsibility to take care of traditional cultural 
expressions and use them as input for new developments in arts, business and creative industries.  

The first steps, such as developing an action plan for the Partnership, establishing a working 
secretariat, and ensuring stable finances and strong links to other partners in the region have already 
been taken. A short list of projects includes contributions within film, music, design, creative 
incubators and cultural tourism. Amongst other achievements are a bilateral program with Russia, and 
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work within “Barentskult”, a collaboration between the Ministry of Culture, the Barents secretariat 
and the three northernmost counties of Norway.  

 

Ms Olina THORVARDOTTIR welcomed the Partnership on Culture, highlighting the importance of 
culture as an economic variable. In Iceland the cultural sector accounts for 13% of the GDP and 
employs around 6% of the workforce. This exceeds the turnover generated in both the agricultural and 
fisheries sectors in Iceland combined. Iceland exports amongst other things books, computer games 
and design, and cultural tourism is growing in popularity.  

Ms Thorvardottir mentioned that the West-Nordic Council is proposing to encourage cooperation 
between researchers and academics focusing on the West-Nordic area and its heritage. There are also 
plans to establish a Centre for Culture and Heritage. The overall objective for the centre is to facilitate 
projects and activities that will promote interaction between stakeholders. Project ideas are Viking 
routes and festivals designed to feature the Viking heritage.  

By way of conclusion, Ms Thorvardottir saw great opportunities present in creative industries, where 
ND partners could work much more closely together by establishing networks and common online 
cultural calendars to promote design, music, film and architecture. She maintained that cooperation 
could bring economic opportunity, especially to the remote areas of the North, and emphasized that 
Iceland is interested in sharing its experiences in order to help create economic activity and 
employment, which is much needed in times of recession.  

 

Debate and shorter exchanges of views: 

Ms Bente DAHL, Danish MP and Member of the Nordic Council, echoed Ms Thorvardottir's point on 
viewing business policy and cultural partnerships in context. She added that firm political decisions 
are needed if principles are to be successfully implementation. 

Ms Natalia DEMENTIEVA, MP in the Russian Federal Council, produced a specific example of 
common cultural heritage and promoting cultural cooperation across the region, when describing an 
exhibition on Northern Cultural Heritage, which opened in St. Petersburg on 15th February.   

Mr Trivimi WELLISTE, President of the Baltic Assembly and Chairman of the Estonian Heritage 
Society, spoke about the international cooperation on the preservation of cultural heritage sites 
significant to the identity of the Northern region. The Baltic States in particular are experiencing 
severe pressure on protecting their monuments and cultural heritage sites. A sustainable approach is 
very important. Mr Welliste claimed that natural and cultural heritage should be more closely 
intertwined in the work of the Partnership. Resources, human and financial, should be fully integrated, 
not only in cultural exchange, but also in engaging the further study and preservation of non-physical 
elements of culture.  

Mr Rune RAFAELSEN, Director of the Barents Secretariat, commented on the need for 
geographical exchanges in the field of culture, and the importance of issuing practical measures, such 
as financial mechanisms, as soon as possible. The Partnership should aim to be a practical 
cooperation, not a loose union, he said. 
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Mr Vatanyar YAGYA, MP and Deputy Chairman of the St. Petersburg Legislative Assembly, 
agreed with Mr Rafaelsen in calling for concrete results in cultural cooperation. He specified the need 
to strengthen parliamentary diplomacy within this work. He also called for the inclusion of religious 
culture into the Partnership, and encouraged cooperation on maintaining a dialogue on culture, 
language and religion.  

Mr Gennady OLEYNIK, Adviser, Russian Federal Council, hoped that the further work of the 
Northern Dimension would be able to integrate science, culture and research, emphasizing the need to 
collaborate with experts on the High North.  

 

Third Session 

The Northern Dimension Environmental Partnership 

 

Mr Magnus RYSTEDT, Chairman of the Northern Dimension Environmental Partnership (NDEP) 
Steering Committee, presented the results of the Environmental Partnership. He began by explaining 
the successful model for cooperation which has gathered such IFIs as the European Bank for 
Reconstruction and Development (EBRD), the Nordic Investment Bank (NIB), the Nordic 
Environment Finance Corporation (NEFCO), and the European Investment Bank (EIB) since 2001 to 
support national funding.  

The environmental window has contributed to significant pollution reduction through an allocation of 
110 million euro to 22 projects with a total investment of 3 billion euro. The nuclear window has 
committed 142 million of the available 157 million euro on 8 major projects in the Murmansk and 
Archangelsk regions. However, new funds are now required for the extended mandate until 2017 due 
to still urgent ecological problems both in the Baltic Sea and Barents Sea regions. In 2010, the UK 
replenished the nuclear window with EUR 12 mill. and the European Commission added EUR 14 mill. 
for the environmental window. The formal replenishment requests have been sent out to all Partners. 

Mr Rystedt emphasized the importance of building trust and delivering the expected results in this 
work. He commended the Partnerships’ support fund for encouraging cooperation amongst IFIs, which 
in turn has led to increased project development, and an increase in support funds.  

Mr Rystedt said that health and safety were amongst the priorities of the Partnership, and he 
mentioned the pollution cuts that the 16 environmental window projects will entail once implemented: 
phosphorus 1,840 tonnes per year, nitrogen 5,568 tonnes per year, Biological Oxygen Demand 32,284 
tonnes per year, and CO2 351,000 tonnes per year.  

Amongst the future activities, he mentioned the Partnership’s close cooperation with the Baltic Marine 
Environment Protection Commission (HELCOM), the Barents Euro-Arctic Council, the Nordic 
Council and the other ND Partnerships. Essential is also the coordination with national programs such 
as “Clean Water” and the modernization of public services in Russia. Programs for improved water, 
wastewater, heating and solid waste are urgently required. A future challenge is to attract sufficient 
national funding for projects.  



18 

 

Other future activities are the issues concerning the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region. Amongst 
these are the issue of reduction of nutrient inputs in the Baltic, intensive cooperation with Russia 
following adoption of the HELCOM National Action Plan, and developing a relationship with 
Belarus.  

 

Mr Evgeny TOGULOKOV, MP in the Russian State Duma, spoke of transnational pollution in his 
speech. He informed the Forum that a bill has recently been sent for consultation in Russia on the 
subject. He also stressed the need to maintain focus on issues of nuclear waste. A stable system is 
needed to ensure a sustainable development in the threat this poses to the environment. Moreover, Mr 
Togulokov mentioned the proposed bill for precautionary principles in case of an oil spill, in which 
compensation schemes encompassing both societal groups and private companies have been proposed. 
Lastly, he mentioned a proposed bill to protect national parks and natural areas. Discussions on all the 
above-mentioned bills are expected to be concluded by 31st March. Mr Togulokov expressed his hope 
for close cooperation with the Partnership on the subsequent implementation processes.  

 

Debate and shorter exchanges of views 

Ms Christina GESTRIN noted that the Partnership has evolved into a functional platform with a 
large number of practical initiatives and concrete projects. At this stage in the process it is especially 
important that parliamentarians listen to the so called “grass roots” when pursuing political issues and 
exerting political pressure on governments to make sure they do what they have promised. At the end 
of the day the ND will be judged on its capacity to improve welfare on a daily basis, said Ms Gestrin. 
The Partnership should deliver tangible and positive results in the everyday life of people, which 
means that a dialogue with NGOs, citizens, and others should be an integral part of the ND.  

 

Ms Christina Gestrin 

Ms Radvilė MORKÜNAITĖ-MIKULĖNIĖ, MEP, emphasized the Baltic Sea environment in her 
intervention, commending the nuclear window for having done a very good job thus far. She warned, 
however, that on the eastern border of the Baltic Sea several nuclear power plants are being built. As 
projects for extraction of resources will only increase in the future, the Partnership should turn its 
attention to them as soon as possible, so that they are developed in close cooperation with experts.  
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Mr Magnus RYSTED, Director of NEFCO, confirmed that projects on short-lived black carbon are a 
priority in the Partnership and confirmed that the Arctic Council is involved in the process.   

Mr Jevgenii NIKORA, MP and Speaker of Regional Duma in Murmansk, added by way of 
conclusion that it is absolutely necessary to harmonize Russian and European legislation in the 
environmental field.  

 

The Northern Dimension Partnership on Transport and Logistics 

 

Ms Magnhild Meltveit KLEPPA, Norwegian Minister of Transport and Communications, pointed 
out that the ND Partnership on Transport and Logistics (NDPTL) is the most important Partnership in 
the Strategy for the High North. This high-level cooperation aims to improve transport connections 
and stimulate sustainable economic growth across national borders. All forms of transport are 
represented in the cooperation, which is especially important due to the challenges posed by the 
melting Arctic ice. The consequences of climate change create an increased need for efficient 
logistical solutions to meet significant increases in maritime traffic in the Arctic. The current close 
cooperation must ensure progress and rapid results.  

 

Ms Magnhild Meltveit Kleppa 

A first step has been taken through the recent establishment of a secretariat in the Nordic Investment 
Bank (NIB) in Helsinki. Ms Kleppa expressed her hope that projects would follow in the near future, 
developing improved transport corridors between partnership countries. In this respect, she highlighted 
the notion of the Nordic triangle – a network of connections between the Scandinavian capitals. Other 
important points are the improvement of cross-border roads, especially those between Norway and 
Sweden, where one should consider laying electricity. There will also be greater focus on roads to 
Russia, Finland and Sweden. The status quo puts too much pressure on the existing Ofoten railway. 
Even though it has been reinforced to endure heavier transport, the developments in the Arctic, 
especially concerning the mining industries, pose greater challenges to come.  

A study will be performed in the spring of 2011, where the infrastructural possibilities of both the 
Norwegian and Russian northernmost areas will be examined. In addition, the NORDIM report, which 
had been received through the support of the European Commission, will provide important 
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knowledge on infrastructural projects which aim to overcome logistical obstacles. Amongst the issues 
to be handled are also the bottlenecks caused by difficult border crossings.  

Ms Kleppa concluded by envisaging the next step for the Partnership – the development of the report 
into a concrete action plan. She welcomed Iceland to join the cooperation and commended the 
cooperation with Russia, the European Commission and the Nordic Investment Bank (NIB).  

Mr Jörg LEICHTFRIED, MEP, spoke on behalf of the European Parliament. He stressed the role of 
energy and transportation infrastructure in the Arctic and Baltic regions as means to protect citizens 
and the environment. He pointed out the achievements and contributions of the EU to infrastructure in 
the ND area. Furthermore, he stressed the priorities of the EU with regard to maritime and energy 
safety (a mandatory polar code for shipping, coordination of national legislation within the ND), 
underlining that economic development and infrastructure are essential in order to succeed in the 
North.  

 

Debate and shorter exchanges of views 

Mr Viacheslav POPOV, MP of the Federal Council, spoke of the role of parliamentarians in transport 
and logistics. Efficient concepts and projects in the region are developed through a broader 
understanding of transport strategy.  

Furthermore, Mr Popov underlined that the Arctic is important to Russia. Safe and sustainable 
methods of extracting resources are very important. Transport safety is also vital in harsh weather 
conditions. On the one hand, new sea routes are great opportunities, yet on the other, they also pose 
challenges to the marine environment. This makes marine safety and sufficient mapping data 
important areas on which to place political emphasis. Mr Popov posed questions of satellite coverage 
and SAR systems. He mentioned that there are several Russian projects running in the fields of 
maritime safety, especially a Russian satellite system with a subsystem for the Arctic.  

Moreover, he emphasized the development of harbours, proposing measures such as special economic 
zones with beneficial conditions for investors. With regard to future cooperation, he also mentioned 
the Maritime Delimination Treaty as a historic treaty and an important example of how to cooperate 
and resolve difficult issues in accordance with international law.  

He expressed his hopes for the rapid solution to technical challenges, so that the Partnership can begin 
work on a list of prioritized projects, perhaps even before the secretariats are up and running.  

Mr Evgenii NIKORA, Speaker of the Regional Duma in Murmansk, expressed his hopes for a list of 
prioritized projects to be drawn up quickly. He echoed Mr Popov in underlining the need to strengthen 
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the harbours in the northern areas. They should be enlarged and upgraded to enhance their 
competitiveness and strengthen the economy. The present situation is characterised by uneven 
development because of different priorities and economic possibilities in the various regions. If efforts 
are coordinated, the whole Northern Dimension area could profit, he said. Communication is essential 
in this respect – between companies, but also between public bodies at several levels. Amongst 
specific suggestions, Mr Nikora mentioned the activation of transport links that paid heed to 
environmental safety and safety at sea, work in ports in the area of pollution, water treatment and 
health issues in large cities.  

Dr James LUNNEY, Canadian MP, echoed the former remarks on the work that remains to be done 
regarding the charting of the Northern areas, gathering of accurate weather information, environmental 
considerations and issues of pollution. Dr Lunney posed a question to Mr Leichtfried on the 
mandatory code for polar shipping and other measure to be implemented in the short term so as to 
ensure rapid solutions to pressing issues.   

Mr Larry BAGNNELL, Canadian MP, spoke of the oil spills in the Arctic and, in the hope of finding 
common experience, posed a question to Russian and Norwegian representatives regarding the effect 
of climate change on roads and railways,.  

Mr Oddgeir DANIELSEN, representing the Barents Regional Committee, turned the Forum’s 
attention to the cooperation that already exists on harbours; Finnish harbours are vital to Russian 
transport, Narvik harbour is important to Swedish industry, and so on. He stated that there are many 
possibilities and expressed his hopes that work would be stepped up through the Partnership.  

Mr Hannes MANNINEN, MP from Finland and Chair of the Conference of Parliamentarians of the 
Arctic Regions, spoke of the connections between northern capitals and St. Petersburg. He proposed 
that north-eastern sea routes may open earlier than expected. However, he urged not to forget the 
terrestrial corridors, such as those of Narvik and Murmansk. They must be interlinked and railway 
connection between the corridors will be necessary.  

Ms Radvilė MORKUNAITE-MIKULENIENE, MEP commented on the challenges that lie ahead 
for the Partnership, most importantly such procedural issues as the lack of a chairman of the Steering 
Committee, and the resulting stagnation of the work. She appealed to the Forum to resolve the difficult 
situation as soon as possible.   

Ms Meltveit KLEPPA, Norwegian Minister of Transport and Communications, answered Ms 
Morkunaite-Mikuleniene’s question by acknowledging the difficulty of finding a director for the 
Partnership. However, she pointed to the fact that there are to advisers present in the secretariat and 
that work is in progress. Ms Kleppa also shared the hope that a concrete list of projects would be ready 
as soon as possible. A group of experts will be established in March to develop a project portfolio.  On 
the subject of specific projects, she pointed out that a great deal had already been done on the route 
from Kirkenes to the Russian border. An agreement on visa-free travel between Norway and Russia 
has been implemented. 

Ms Kleppa acknowledged that this in turn demanded improvements in the standard of roads. She 
commended the work done here on the Russian side and promised that Norway would follow up. 
Work is to begin in the spring. Possibilities tied to the Northern Sea Route would be important in the 
time to come. The fact that the secretariat is located in the NIB makes early involvement of the bank 
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feasible. She expressed her hope that other institutions would also be willing to participate in this 
important work.  

Jörg LEICHTFRIED, MEP, urged the Forum to see the ND region as a whole, and not only consider 
national interests.  

Mr Bendiks ARNESEN, MP, drew the Forum to a close on behalf of the Storting by asserting that 
the true topic discussed during the two days had been the everyday life of the inhabitants of the North. 
He encouraged the Forum to continue efforts to stimulate governments’ work in the ND and thanked 
the Russian Duma for inviting the participants to the next Forum in Russia in 2013. 

 

Mr Arnesen 

 

Final Statement of the Parliamentary Forum 

A Drafting Committee consisting of representatives appointed from all the delegations present drafted 
a Final Statement which was adopted unanimously by the Second Northern Dimension Parliamentary 
Forum. The President of the Storting will forward the document to the speakers of the parliaments and 
to the governments of the Northern Dimension partners, the Sami Parliamentary Council and 
participating indigenous peoples’ organizations, to the observer states and to the participating 
interparliamentary bodies with their ministerial counterparts.  

 





The Second Northern Dimension Parliamentary Forum 
22-23 February 2011 in Tromsø 
 
 
 

Conference Statement 
 
We, the members of the Icelandic Parliament, the European Parliament, the Norwegian 
Parliament, the Russian Parliament, the Baltic Assembly, the Baltic Sea Parliamentary 
Conference, the Conference of Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region, the Network of Barents 
Parliamentarians, the Nordic Council, the Parliamentary Assembly for North West Russia and 
the West Nordic Council; 
 
in collaboration with the indigenous peoples of the North; 
 
meeting in Tromsø to discuss cooperation and coordination within the framework of the 
Northern Dimension policy; 
 
having regard to the Second Ministerial Meeting of the Renewed Northern Dimension held in 
Oslo, 2nd November 2010, and the progress report on the development of the Northern 
Dimension; 
 
recalling the conference statement from the First Northern Dimension Parliamentary Forum 
held in the European Parliament 25-26 February 2009; 
 
welcoming the establishment of a Northern Dimension Business Council as environmentally 
responsible economic development is fundamental in creating sustainable societies; 
 
welcoming the Northern Dimension Institute as an important research and education resource 
for promoting the Northern Dimension cooperation; 
 
stressing the importance of coordinating the EU Strategy for the Baltic Sea Region with the 
Northern Dimension policy; 
 
underlining the important participation of observers to the Northern Dimension cooperation; 
 
stressing the importance of a deeper involvement of indigenous peoples in the Northern 
Dimension policy; 
 
ask the governments of the Northern Dimension cooperation; 
 
regarding the Northern Dimension Environmental Partnership, to 
 
1. continue to give priority to  “nuclear window” projects in Northwest Russia to reduce the 

environmental dangers and risks.  
 

2. initiate and carry out projects that contribute to the realization of the goals and objectives 
of the HELCOM Baltic Sea Action Plan, aiming at achieving good ecological status of the 
Baltic marine environment by 2021 at the latest. 

 
 
 



 
3. intensify the work to increase the use of renewable energy and improve energy efficiency, 

also taking into account the rights of indigenous peoples and better methods of waste 
management. 

 
4. include projects to reduce the emissions of short-lived climate forcers such as black 

carbon. 
 

5. as regards exploitation of natural resources, pay particular attention to  the rights of 
indigenous peoples and to special climate, cultural and environmental conditions of the 
northern regions. 

 
regarding the Partnership in Public Health and Social Well-being, to 
 
6. give priority to the implementation of the NDPHS Strategy and ensure their active 

engagement and  sufficient financial resources. 
 

7. take determined action based on scientific knowledge and exchange best practices to 
promote healthy lifestyles in order to avoid early mortality and chronic conditions leading 
to the loss of human and economic potential. 

 
8. work forcefully to prevent alcohol related harm, diseases and accidents as use of alcohol 

represents the biggest health challenge in the Northern Dimension area. 
 

9. increase cooperation on controlling access to alcohol products. 
 

10. take due note of the threat to social well-being caused by high unemployment, particularly 
among the young, and look at the possibilities to increase the cooperation to fight this 
problem. 

 
11. include into the Partnership to secure and promote the traditional livelihoods in the 

Northern Dimension area. 
 
12. cooperate closely with the human health groups working under the auspices of the Arctic 

Council, and the indigenous peoples, where the synergies from existing work are utilized 
to provide for better human health in harmony with cultural values. 

 
13. improve the labeling of healthy food products and work towards limiting the use of trans 

fat in food. 
 
regarding the Partnership on Transport and Logistics, to 
 
14. promote transport strategies and policies that are governed by the principle that the 

development of transport and logistics infrastructure should be weighed against 
environmental concerns, for instance by conducting environmental impact assessments.  

 
15. create an action plan with a list of concrete and economically viable priority projects and 

measures for the improvement of the major transnational transport connections in the 
Northern Dimension area, aiming at stimulating environmentally sustainable economic 
growth at the regional level while improving competitiveness at the global level. 

 



 
16. give utmost importance to promote east-west transport corridors, which are crucial to 

connect Europe and Asia, thereby contributing to trade, cooperation and human contacts. 
 
17. attach particular importance to the strategic development of the seaports with associated 

logistics centres and rail terminals in order to create national, regional and European 
networks.  

 
18. give the maritime dimension of the partnership due attention, and promote new measures 

such as reducing harmful emissions from shipping and improving port reception facilities 
for sewage from ships.  

 
19. strengthen existing and develop new measures to improve the safety of maritime 

navigation. 
 
20. against the background of a potential increase in maritime transport and tourism in the 

Northern Dimension area, allocate sufficient resources and enhance international 
cooperation to ensure emergency response capability, search and rescue capability, and 
spill response capability.  

 
regarding the Partnership on Culture, to: 
 
21. welcome the Partnership on Culture as an important tool in bringing the people of the 

North closer together. 
 

22. appreciate the kind offer from the Nordic Council of Ministers to host a secretariat of the 
partnership in 2011-2013 and encourage one of the partners to step forward to host the 
secretariat after 2013. 

 
23. ensure that mechanisms for financing are available for projects agreed upon in the 

Partnership. 
 

24. promote active participation of indigenous peoples in the Partnership. 
 
The Second Northern Dimension Parliamentary Forum:  
 
25. asks the governments of the Northern Dimension Partners to report at the next 

Parliamentary Forum on the general development of the policy of the Northern 
Dimension.  
 

26.  asks the Chairs of the Partnerships to report at the next Parliamentary Forum on the 
results of the Partnerships. 

 
27. asks the governments of the Northern Dimension cooperation, in collaboration with the 

indigenous peoples, to prepare a model to strengthen the participation of indigenous 
peoples in the Northern Dimension policy to improve their well-being.  

 
28. welcomes with gratitude the kind invitation of Russia to host the Third Northern 

Dimension Parliamentary Forum in 2013. 
 
 



Второй Парламентский форум «Северного измерения» 

22-23 февраля 2011 в Тромсѐ 

 

 

 

 

 

Заявление конференции 

 

 

Мы, члены Парламента Исландии, Европейского Парламента, Парламента Норвегии и 

Парламента России, Балтийской Ассамблеи, Парламентской конференции Балтийского 

моря, Конференции парламентариев Арктического региона, группы парламентариев 

Баренцева региона, Северного Совета, Парламентской Ассамблеи Северо – Запада 

России и Северо - Западного Совета; 

 

В сотрудничестве с коренными народами Севера; 

 

Встретились в Тромсѐ для обсуждения сотрудничества и координации в рамках 

политики Северного измерения; 

 

Учитывая вторую министерскую встречу обновленного Северного измерения, 

состоявшуюся в Осло 2 ноября 2010 года, а также прогресс в развитии Северного 

измерения; 

 

Обращаясь к Заявлению конференции первого парламентского Форума Северного 

измерения, состоявшегося в Европейском Парламенте 25-26 февраля 2009 года; 

 

Приветствуя учреждение Делового Совета Северного измерения, так как 

экономический рост является основополагающим условием для создания обществ 

устойчивого развития; 

 

Приветствуя Институт Северного измерения как важный научно-исследовательский 

ресурс в развитии сотрудничества Северного измерения; 

 

Отмечая важность координации Стратегии ЕС для региона Балтийского моря с 

политикой СИ;  

 

Понимая важность участия наблюдателей в СИ; 

 

Подчеркивая важность более глубокого вовлечения коренных народов в политику 

Северного измерения; 

 

Призываем правительства, взаимодействующие в рамках Северного измерения; 

 

Рассматривая Природоохранное партнерство Северного измерения, 

 

1.  Продолжать и дальше отдавать приоритет проектам «ядерное окно» на Северо – 

Западе России с целью уменьшения угроз и рисков окружающей среде. 

 

2. Приступить к выполнению проектов, которые вносят вклад в достижение целей и 

задач Плана действий ХЕЛКОМ в Балтийском море, целью которого является 

сохранение экологии  Балтийского моря до 2021 года.  



 

 

3.   Ускорить работу по повышению эффективности использования возобновляемой 

энергии и рациональному использованию энергии, принимая также во внимание права 

коренных народов и развитие методов утилизации отходов. 

 

4. Внедрять проекты по сокращению эмиссии короткоживущих климатодеструктивных 

веществ, таких как сажа. 

 

5. В отношении использования природных ресурсов обращать особое  внимание на 

права коренных народов и особые климатические, культурные и природные условия 

северных регионов. 

 

Рассматривая Партнерство Северного измерения в области здравоохранения и 

социального благополучия, 

 

6. Отдавать приоритет осуществлению стратегии ПСИЗСБ и обеспечить для ее 

реализации активное вовлечение сторон, а также достаточную финансовую базу. 

 

7. Предпринимать решительные действия, основываясь на научных знаниях, и 

обмениваться накопленным опытом в продвижении здорового образа жизни с целью 

предотвращения ранней смертности  и хронических заболеваний, ведущих к 

сокращению человеческого и экономического потенциала. 

 

8. Усиленно работать над предупреждением вреда, болезней и несчастных случаев, 

связанных с употреблением алкоголя,  так как злоупотребление алкоголем является 

крупнейшим вызовом в сфере здравоохранения для региона Северного измерения. 

 

9. Углубить сотрудничество по вопросам доступности алкогольной продукции.  

   

10. Принять к сведению угрозу социальному благополучию, вызванную высоким 

уровнем безработицы, особенно среди молодежи, и рассмотреть возможности усиления 

сотрудничества в борьбе с этой проблемой. 

 

11. Включить в партнерство меры по обеспечению и продвижению традиционного 

образа жизни в регионе Северного измерения. 

 

12.  Тесно сотрудничать со здравоохранительными группами, функционирующими под 

эгидой Арктического Совета, и с коренными народами, где синергия от выполняемых 

работ идет на повышение уровня здоровья в согласии с культурными ценностями. 

 

13. Улучшать практику маркировки здоровой пищевой продукции и прилагать усилия 

по ограничению использования искусственных жиров в пище. 

 

Рассматривая Партнерство в области транспорта и логистики 

 

14. Развивать транспортную стратегию и политику на основе принципа, в соответствии 

с которым развитие транспортной инфраструктуры должно уравновешиваться заботой 

об окружающей среде, например, посредством проведения оценки воздействия на 

окружающую среду.  

 



 

15. Разработать план действий с конкретным списком приоритетных проектов и мер по 

улучшению основных транснациональных транспортных связей в регионе Северного 

измерения с целью стимулирования экологически устойчивого экономического роста 

на региональном уровне, улучшая конкурентоспособность на глобальном уровне. 

 

16. Придавать крайнюю важность развитию западно-восточных транспортных 

коридоров, необходимых для того, чтобы связать Европу и Азию, внося, таким 

образом, вклад в развитие торговли, сотрудничества и контактов между людьми. 

 

17. Придавать особую важность стратегическому развитию морских портов с 

соответствующими логистическими центрами и железнодорожными терминалами с 

целью создания национальных, региональных и европейских сетей. 

 

18. Рассматривать с должным вниманием морской аспект сотрудничества и 

предпринимать новые меры, такие как сокращение вредных эмиссий от судоходства и 

улучшение устройств по приему с судов загрязненных вод. 

 

19. Усиливать существующие и предпринимать новые меры по повышению 

безопасности морской навигации. 

 

18. Усилить существующие и предпринять новые меры по повышению уровня  

безопасности морской навигации. 

 

20. На фоне увеличения морского транспорта и туризма в регионе Северного 

измерения, выделять достаточные ресурсы и укреплять международное сотрудничество 

в целях обеспечения чрезвычайного реагирования, поисково-спасательных 

возможностей и ликвидации разливов. 

 

Рассматривая Партнерство в области культуры:  

 

21. Приветствовать Партнерство в области культуры как важный инструмент 

сплочения народов Севера. 

 

22. Оценить по достоинству любезное предложение министров Северного Совета  

разместить у себя секретариат Партнерства в 2011-2013  и поддержать одного из 

партнеров в том, чтобы он предложил разместить у себя секретариат после 2013. 

 

23. Обеспечить доступность механизмов по финансированию проектов, по которым 

достигнуты договоренности в Партнерстве. 

 

24. Способствовать активному участию коренных народов в Партнерстве. 

 

Парламентский Форум Северного измерения призывает: 

 

25. Правительства партнеров СИ доложить на следующем Парламентском форуме об 

общем развитии политики Северного измерения. 

 

26. Председателей партнерств доложить на следующем Парламентском форуме о 

результатах деятельности партнерств. 

 



 

27. Правительства сотрудничества СИ совместно с коренными народами разработать 

модель по укреплению участия коренных народов в политике СИ с целью улучшения 

их благосостояния. 

 

28. С благодарностью принимаем любезное приглашение России провести третий 

Парламентский форум Северного измерения в 2013. 
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Det andre parlamentarikerforumet for Den nordlige dimensjon 
22.-23. februar 2011, Tromsø 
 

Slutterklæring 
 

Vi, medlemmene av det islandske parlamentet, Europa-parlamentet, det norske 
parlamentet, det russiske parlamentet, Baltisk Forsamling, BSPC, Parlamentariker-
konferansen for den arktiske region, Nettverket av parlamentarikere i Barentsregionen, 
Nordisk Råd, Parlamentarikerforsamlingen i Nordvest-Russland (PANWR) og Vestnordisk 
Råd; 
 
i samarbeid med urbefolkningene i nordområdene;  
 
møttes i Tromsø for å diskutere samarbeid og koordinering innenfor rammene av Den 
nordlige dimensjons politikk; 
 
under hensyntagen til Det andre ministermøtet i Den fornyede nordlige dimensjon i Oslo 2. 
november 2010 og rapporten om utviklingen i Den nordlige dimensjon; 
 
med henvisning til Slutterklæringen fra Det første parlamentarikerforumet for Den nordlige 
dimensjon, avholdt i Europa-parlamentet 25.-26. februar 2009; 
 
hilser velkommen opprettelsen av Den nordlige dimensjons Forretningsråd, ettersom en 
miljømessig ansvarlig økonomisk utvikling er grunnleggende når det gjelder å skape 
bærekraftige samfunn; 
 
hilser velkommen Den nordlige dimensjons Institutt som en viktig forsknings- og 
utdanningsressurs for å fremme samarbeidet innen Den nordlige dimensjon; 
 
understreker viktigheten av å koordinere EUs strategi for Østersjøområdet med Den nordlige 
dimensjons politikk; 
 
understreker viktigheten av at observatører til samarbeidet i Den nordlige dimensjon deltar i 
arbeidet; 
 
understreker viktigheten av en mer dyptgående deltakelse fra urbefolkningene i Den 
nordlige dimensjons politikk: 
 
ber regjeringene i Den nordlige dimensjons partnerland; 
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når det gjelder Den nordlige dimensjons miljøpartnerskap, om 
1. å fortsette å prioritere prosjekter innen ”atomvinduet” i Nordvest-Russland for å 

redusere miljøfarer og risikoer. 
2. å iverksette, samt gjennomføre, prosjekter som vil bidra til å oppnå målene i 

HELCOMs handlingsplan for Østersjøen, en plan som har som mål å få til en god 
miljøstatus for det marine miljø i Østersjøen ikke senere enn i 2021. 

3. å intensivere arbeidet med å øke bruken av fornybar energi samt øke energi-
effektiviseringen, herunder å ta hensyn til urbefolkningens rettigheter, samt bedre 
metoder for avfallshåndtering. 

4. å inkludere prosjekter for å redusere utslippene av kortlivede klimadrivere som for 
eksempel sot (svart karbon). 

5. når det gjelder utvinningen av naturressurser, må det rettes spesiell oppmerksomhet 
mot urbefolkningenes rettigheter og mot de spesielle klimamessige, kulturelle og 
miljømessige forholdene i nordområdene. 

 
når det gjelder Den nordlige dimensjons partnerskap innen offentlig helse og sosial 
velferd, om 

6. å gi prioritet til gjennomføringen av partnerskapets strategi, samt sikre et aktivt 
engasjement i arbeidet og tilstrekkelige finansielle ressurser til det. 

7. å handle på basis av vitenskapelig kunnskap, samt utveksle informasjon om best 
praksis for å fremme en sunn livsstil og for slik å unngå tidlig død og kroniske 
sykdommer som i sin tur vil føre til tap av menneskelig og økonomisk potensial. 

8. å arbeide intenst for å unngå alkoholrelaterte skader, sykdommer og ulykker, siden 
bruk av alkohol er den største helseutfordringen på Den nordlige dimensjons 
geografiske område. 

9. å øke samarbeidet for å kontrollere tilgangen til alkoholholdige drikkevarer. 
10. å notere seg den trusselen mot sosial velferd som høy arbeidsledighet, spesielt blant 

ungdommen, representerer, samt se på mulighetene til å øke samarbeidet for å 
bekjempe dette problemet. 

11. å inkludere i partnerskapet det å sikre og fremme tradisjonelt levevis på Den nordlige 
dimensjons geografiske område. 

12. å samarbeide nært med Arktisk Råds helsegrupper og med urbefolkningene der 
synergien fra det pågående arbeidet brukes til å bedre den menneskelige helse i 
harmoni med kulturelle verdier. 

13. å forbedre merkingen av sunne matvarer, samt arbeide for å begrense bruken av 
transfett i mat. 

 
når det gjelder Den nordlige dimensjons partnerskap innen transport og logistikk, om 

14. å fremme transportstrategier og –politikk som er styrt av prinsippet om at utviklingen 
av transport- og logistikkinfrastruktur må veies opp mot miljøhensyn, for eksempel 
ved å gjennomføre miljøkonsekvensvurderinger. 
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15. å utarbeide en handlingsplan med en liste av konkrete og økonomisk gjennomførbare 
prioriterte prosjekter og tiltak for å bedre de viktigste overnasjonale transport-
forbindelsene på Den nordlige dimensjons geografiske område med det formål å 
stimulere til miljømessig bærekraftig økonomisk vekst på det regionale nivå samtidig 
som dette vil bedre konkurranseevnen på globalt nivå. 

16. å legge størst vekt på å utvikle transportkorridorer øst-vest, noe som er 
grunnleggende når det gjelder å knytte sammen Europa og Asia og som vil bidra til 
handel, samarbeid og mellommenneskelige kontakter. 

17. å legge spesiell vekt på den strategiske utviklingen av havner med tilknyttede 
logistikksentra og jernbaneterminaler for slik å skape nasjonale, regionale og 
europeiske nettverk. 

18. å legge nødvendig vekt på den maritime dimensjonen av partnerskapet, samt støtte 
opp under nye tiltak som det å redusere skadelige utslipp fra skipsfarten og bedre 
havnenes muligheter til å motta kloakkavfall fra skip. 

19. å styrke eksisterende, samt utarbeide nye, tiltak for å forbedre seilingssikkerheten. 
20. mot bakgrunn av en potensiell økning i skipstransport og turisme på Den nordlige 

dimensjons geografiske område, å bevilge tilstrekkelige ressurser, samt forbedre 
internasjonalt samarbeid for å sikre at kapasiteten til å ta seg av ulykkessituasjoner, 
til leting og redning og til å rydde opp etter utslipp er tilstrekkelig. 

 
når det gjelder Den nordlige dimensjons partnerskap for kultur, om: 

21. å hilse velkommen partnerskapet for kultur som et viktig instrument når det gjelder å 
bringe folkene i nord nærmere hverandre. 

22. å sette pris på tilbudet fra Nordisk Ministerråd om å være vertskap for 
partnerskapets sekretariat i perioden 2011-2013, samt oppmuntre en av partnerne til 
å påta seg vertskapsrollen for perioden etter 2013. 

23. å sikre at finansieringsmekanismer er tilgjengelige for prosjekter innenfor rammene 
av partnerskapet. 

24. å sørge for aktiv deltakelse fra urbefolkningene i partnerskapet.  
 
Det andre parlamentarikerforumet for Den nordlige dimensjon: 

25. ber regjeringene i partnerlandene i Den nordlige dimensjon om å rapportere, på det 
neste møtet i parlamentarikerforumet for Den nordlige dimensjon, om den generelle 
utviklingen av Den nordlige dimensjons politikk. 

26. ber formennene for partnerskapene om å rapportere, på det neste møtet i 
parlamentarikerforumet for Den nordlige dimensjon, om resultatene av arbeidet i 
partnerskapene. 

27. ber regjeringene i partnerlandene i Den nordlige dimensjon, i samarbeid med 
urbefolkningene, om å utarbeide en modell for å styrke deltakelsen av 
urbefolkningene i Den nordlige dimensjons politikk for slik å forbedre deres velstand.    
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28. hilser velkommen invitasjonen fra Den russiske føderasjon om å arrangere Det tredje 
parlamentarikerforumet for Den nordlige dimensjon i 2013. 
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SECOND NORTHERN DIMENSION 

PARLIAMENTARY FORUM 

 

22-23 February 2011 

 

Tromsø, Norway 

 
Venue:  Hotel Rica Ishavshotel 

 

Programme 

 

The Northern Dimension Policy and its Partnerships 

Future Perspectives 

 
 

 

Monday 21 February 

 

19.00 Reception at Polaria, the aquarium in Tromsø 

 Host: Mr Bendiks H. Arnesen, Chair of Stortinget’s Delegation to Nordic Council 

             

Introduction to “Norwegian Activities in Polar Areas”, Mr. Jan-Gunnar Winther, 

Director of Norwegian Polar Institute 

 

 

Tuesday 22 February 

 

09.00 Time available for meetings in various parliamentary bodies 

 

First Session 

Northern Dimension Policy 

 
13.00 Opening of the Forum by 

 Mr. Dag Terje Andersen, President of Stortinget (Norwegian parliament) 

 

 Mr. Egil Olli, President of the Saami Parliament, Norway 

 

Chairs:      Mr Bendiks H. Arnesen, Chair of Stortinget’s Delegation to Nordic Council 

                  Ms Rigmor A. Eide, Vice-Chair of  Delegation to Nordic Council 
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”Northern Dimension: An integrated policy of the Northern Part of Europe” 

 

Mr. Espen Barth Eide, State Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Norway 

 

Mr.  Thierry Béchet,  Acting Head of  unit of “Regional Cooperation, Eastern Partnership &         

Multilateral Affairs”, European External Action Service (EEAS), EU 

 

Ms. Valentina Pivnenko, MP, State Duma,  Russia 

 

Dr. James D. Lunney, MP, Canada 

 

 

Debate 

 

 

Second Session 

The Northern Dimension Partnership in Public Health and Social Well-being 

Chairs:   Ms. Valentina Pivnenko, Chair of the Standing Committee on 

Problems of the North and the Far East, State Duma, Russia  

 

Mr.  Morten Høglund, MP, President of Conference of 

Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region 

  

 ”Lifestyles’  impact on health and social well-being” 

 Mr.  Oleg Chestnov,  Chair of the NDPHS Committee of Senior Representatives  

  The speech will be delivered by Mr Marek Maciejowski, Head of NDPHS-secretariat 

  

 ”Case: Alcohol-related health problems and how to curb the consumption” 

 Mr. Dagfinn Høybråten, MP, Norway, former Minister of  Labour and Social Affairs 

   

 

 Debate 

  

 

The Northern Dimension Partnership on Culture 

 

”How to disseminate the knowledge of our common cultural heritage?” 

  Ms. Lotte Grepp Knutsen, State secretary,  Ministry of Culture, Norway  

   

  Ms. Olina Thorvardardottir,    MP, Iceland 

 

 Debate 

 

 

 18.00 Meeting of the Drafting Committee 

 Venue:  Room “Nord-Norge”, Rica Ishavshotel, first floor. 

  

 

19.30 Dinner hosted  by Mr Dag Terje Andersen,  President of Stortinget 

 Venue:  Hotel Radisson BLU 
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Wednesday 23 February 

 

08.00 Meeting of the Drafting Committee 

 Venue: Rom “Nord-Norge”, Rica Ishavshotel, first floor 

 

09.00 Third  Session 

The Northern Dimension Environmental Partnership 

 

Chairs:        Mr. Pat the Cope Gallagher, MEP,   European Parliament 

 

        Ms. Christina Gestrin, MP,  President of the Baltic Sea Parliamentary  

                    Conference 

 

           ”The flagship of Northern Dimension” 

                    Mr. Magnus Rystedt,        Director of    NEFCO 

  

                   Mr. Evgeny Tugolukov, MP, Chair of Environmental Committee,  

                   State Duma, Russia      

                 

  

    Debate 

 

 

Chairs:   Ms. Þórunn Sveinbjarnardóttir, MP,  Althingi, Iceland 

 

     Ms. Marion Pedersen, MP,  Vice-President of the  Nordic Council   

 

 

           The  Northern Dimension Partnership on Transport and Logistics 

 

           ”The maritime and terrestrial transport  in the ND”  

 Ms. Magnhild Kleppa, Minister of Transport and Communications, Norway  

 

 Mr.  Jörg Leichtfried, MEP,  European Parliament 

 

 

 Debate 

 

 

12.30  Adoption of  Final Statement  
 

12.45 Closure of the Second Northern Dimension Parliamentary Forum 

 

13.00 Lunch 

 Venue: Hotel Rica Ishavshotel 

   

  

 

 

 





 

 
LIST OF PARTICIPANTS 
 
Speakers 
Andersen, Dag Terje, President of the Storting(The Norwegian Parliament), Norway 
Béchet, Thierry, European External Action Service (EEAS), EU 
Chestnov, Oleg, Chair of the NDPHS Committee of Senior Representatives, Russia 
Eide, Espen Barth, State Secretary, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Norway 
Høybråten, Dagfinn, MP, Norway 
Kleppa, Magnhild Meltveit, Minister of Transport and Communications, Norway 
Knutsen, Lotte Grepp, State Secretary, Ministry of Culture, Norway 
Lunney, Dr. James D., MP, Canada 
Olli, Egil, President of the Saami Parliament, Norway 
Pivnenko, Valentina, MP, State Duma, Russia 
Rystedt, Magnus, Director of NEFCO 
Thorvardardottir, Olina, MP, Iceland 
 
 
European Parliament 
Gallagher, Pat the Cope, MEP 
Asworth, Richard, MEP 
Leichtfried, Jörg, MEP 
Morkünaitė- Mikulėnienė, Radvilė, MEP 
Farrell, Eamonn, Assistant to Mr. Gallagher 
Dall’Ozzo, Cesarina, Assistant 
 
 
Russia 
Popov, Viacheslav, MP, Council of Federation 
Dementieva, Natalia, MP, Council of Federation 
Matveev, Alexander,MP,  Council of Federation 
Dakhova, Nadezda, Adviser, Council of Federation 
Dankov, Nikolay, Senior expert, Council of Federation 
Oleynik, Gennady, Adviser, Council of Federation 
Batalova, Elena,Adviser, Ministry of Transport of the Russian Federation 
 
Pivnenko, Valentina, MP, State Duma 
Tugolukov, Evgeny, MP, State Duma 
Yanakov, Eduard, MP, State Duma 
Yakhmenev, Petr, Chief of staff, State Duma 
Voronina, Natalia, Interpreter, State Duma 
Kolesnikov, Andrey, First Secretary, The Russian Embassy in Norway 
 
 
The Icelandic Parliament 
Fridleifsdottir, Siv, MP 
Hjörvar, Helgi, MP 



 
Norway 
Arnesen, Bendiks H., MP 
Eide, Rigmor Andersen, MP 
Giltun, Vigdis, MP 
Grimstad, Oskar J., MP 
Hjemdal, Line Henriette, MP 
Kristiansen, Ivar, MP 
Ljunggren, Anna, MP 
Lundteigen, Per Olaf, MP 
Olsen, Ingalill, MP 
Opheim, Torfinn, MP 
Sivertsen, Eirik, MP 
Skumsvoll, Henning, MP 
Trældal, Torgeir, MP 
Bakkevoll, Rune, Special adviser, North Norway European Office in Brussel 
Bjørklund, Kristoffer, Adviser, Ministry of Fisheries and Coastal Affairs 
Dåsnes, Ingrid, Head of Secretariat, The Norwegian Parliament 
Handegard, Sigrid Brattabø, Political adviser, Ministry of Transport and Communication 
Iversen, Paal, Senior Adviser, Ministry of Transport and Communication 
Kolstad, Ole, Acting director, North Norway European Office in Brussel 
Kullerud, Lars, President, University of the Arctic 
Ludvigsen, Svein, County Counsellor, Troms County 
Rafaelsen, Rune, Director, Barents secretariat 
Rosanoff, Kjell, Deputy Director general, Ministry of Transport and Communication 
Rugaas, Bendik, Senior Adviser, Ministry of Culture 
Seip, Marianne, Political adviser, The Norwegian Parliament 
Winther, Jan Gunnar, Director of Norwegian Polar Institute 
Aarbakke, Jarle, Rector at The University in Tromsø 
 
 
The Baltic Sea Parliamentary Conference 
Gestrin, Christina, MP, President of BSPC, Finland 
Yagya, Vatanyar, MP, Deputy Chairman, St.Petersburg Legislative Assembly 
 
Sandberg, Johanna, Political adviser to Mrs Gestrin, Finland 
Terekhovsky, Sergey, Chief of the External Relations Department, St.Petersburg Legislative 
Assembly 
Widberg, Jan,Secretary General of BSPC 
Koperski, Piotr, Secretary of the polish delegation to BSPC, Poland 
Zilliacus, Patrick, Counsellor for International Affairs, Finland 
 
 
The Conference of Parliamentarians of the Arctic Region 
Bagnell, Larry, MP, Canada 
Gallagher, Pat the Cope, MEP, European Parliament 
Henningsen, Juliane, Vice-Chair, MP, Denmark 
Høglund, Morten, MP,  Norway 
Johansson, Ann-Kristine, MP, Sweden 



Lunney, Dr. James D., MP, Canada 
Manninen, Hannes, Chair, MP, Finland 
Sveinbjarnardottir, Thorunn, MP, Iceland 
Torlopov, Vladimir, MP, Council of Federation 
Usoltsev, Vasily, MP, State Duma, Russia 
Näkkäläjärvi, Klemetti, President of the Finnish Saami Parliament 
Kharyuchi, Sergey, President of RAIPON, Russia 
 
Brunk, Anne, Administrative Assistant, Indigenous Peoples Secretariat (IPS), Copenhagen 
Fjeldstad, Kjartan, Adviser, The Icelandic Parliament ,Iceland 
Hjelm, Eva, Secretary, The Swedish Parliament, Sweden 
Kuzmina, Irina, Secretary, State Duma, Russia 
Lindström, Guy, Deputy director of International Department, Finland 
Malovec, Michael, Desk officer, European Parliament 
Mangush, Kirill, Counsellor ,Council of Federation, Russia 
Pedersen, Peder H., Head of section, The Danish Parliament, Denmark 
Robstad, Bjørn Willy, Secretary General of SCPAR, Norway 
Williams, Tim, Analyst, Parliamentary Information and Research Service, Canada 
 
 
Nordic Council 
Dahl, Bente, MP, Denmark 
Pedersen, Marion, MP, Vice-President, Denmark 
Torstensson, Åsa, MP, Sweden 
Mörtlund, Sofia, Observer, Nordic Youth Council, Finland 
 
Ekberg, Kenneth, Senior Adviser, Nordic Councils secretariat  
Enestam, Jan-Erik, Director, Nordic Councils secretariat  
Kjelgaard, Kamilla, Head of section, The Danish Parliament 
Ohlsson, Bengt, Delegation secretary, Sweden 
Sørensen, Torkil, International adviser, Nordic Councils secretariat  
Wang, Beate Christine, Senior Adviser, Nordic Councils secretariat  
 
 
West-Nordic Council 
Thorvardardottir, Olina, MP, President, Iceland 
Motzfeldt, Josef, MP, Vice-President, Greenland 
Højgaard, Kari P., MP, Vice-President, Faeroe Islands 
 
Pedersen, Elly Hauge, Adviser, Greenland 
Rein, Marius, Secretary, Faeroe Islands 
Thorarinssson, Thordur, Secretary general, Iceland 
 
 
The Barents  Parliamentary Network 
Nikora, Evgeny, MP, Speaker of Regional Duma, Murmansk 
Pettersson, Leif, MP, Sweden 
Grishin, Vasily, MP, Chair of Committee for Culture and Tourism, Arkhangelsk  
Panferova, Olga, Chair of adviser, Arkhangelsk  



 
 
The Baltic Assembly 
Kučinskis, Māris, MP, Latvia 
Reirs, Janis, MP, Vice President of BA, Latvia 
Saudargas, Paulius, MP, Vice President of BA, Lithuania 
Šiauliene, Irena, MP, Lithuania 
Velliste, Trivimi, MP, President of BA, Estonia 
 
Laizāne-Jurkāne, Marika, Secretary General of BA 
Putnina, Ingrĩda, Secretary, Latvia 
Rõngelep, Ene, Secretary, Estonia 
 
 
The Parliamentary Association of North West Russia (PANWR) 
Kotkin, Sergey, MP, Vice-speaker of Regional Duma, Arkhangelsk 
Sazhinov, Pavel, MP, Chair of PANWR, Murmansk 
Shmatkova, Marina, Deputy chief  
 
The Saami Parliamentarian Council 
Juntunen, Suvi, Adviser, Finland 
 
 
Working group of Indigenious  peoples in the Euro-Arctic Region (WGIP) 
Aikio, Maria Sofia 
Arteeva, Galina 
Baer, Lars-Anders 
Berezhkov, Dmitry 
Henriksen, Christina 
Juuso, Tuomas Aslat 
Kharitonova, Elizaveta 
Migunova, Lana 
Sovkina, Valentina 
Store-Jakobsen, Bjarne 
Yushkov, Evgeny 
 
 
Northern Dimension  
Bakonia, Yulia, Senior Specialist, Ministry of Health and Social Development, Poland 
Bukin, Dmitry, Head of Unit of Regional Cooperation, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Russia 
Forsström, Henrik, senior Adviser, NEFCO 
Kankaanpää, Kalle, Counsellor, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Finland 
Lahikainen, Katja, Coordinator, Northern Dimension Institute, Finland 
Maciejowski, Marek, Secretariat, Head of NDPHS, Poland 
Soltanovskiy, Ivan, Deputy Director, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Russia 
Thue, Olav-Nils, Barents adviser, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Norway 
 
 



The Nordic Council of Ministers 
Erson, Pia, Head of Department Culture and Resources 
Broman, Kenneth, Head of Office 
 
 
The Barents Council 
Svensgaard, Pia, Chair of the Barents Regional Council 
Danielsen, Oddgeir, Barents Regional Committee, Troms County  
Ignatiev, Alexander, Head of secretariat, International Barents Secretariat 
Thue, Olav-Nils, Barents adviser, Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
 
 
The Council of Baltic Sea States 
Briseid, Dag, Ambassador, Norway,CBSS 
Lundin, Jan, Director General, CBSS 
Magnadottir, Nanna, Senior Adviser, CBSS 
 
 
Other 
Pekkola, Tapio, North Stream AG, Finland 
Heininen, Lassi, Chair Northern Research Forum, Finland 
Mrs. Shulepova, Russia 
 
 
Secretariat of the Parliamentary Forum 
Andreassen, Bjørn, Delegation secretary, mob: +47 93063540 
Brun, Sølvi, Senior Adviser, mob: +4799647504 
Fraser, Thomas, Adviser, mob: +4740455450 
Myhre-Jensen, Kjell, Head of Secretariat,mob: +4792824624 
Ness, Synnøve, Higher Executive Officer, mob: +4792207363 
Papoutsis, Dimitrious, Senior Security Officer, mob: +4792648492 
Tefre, Tor-Helge Verpeide, Security Officer, mob: +4740844974 
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